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Modif ied land 

Community (Code)                        Page 

Agricultural land (FAG) 6 

Improved pasture with native tree canopy (FAC) 8 

Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM) 10 

Marram grassland (FMG) 12 

Permanent easements (FPE) 13 

Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH) 14 

Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS) 16 

Pteridium esculentum fernland (FPF) 18 

Regenerating cleared land (FRG) 19 

Spartina marshland (FSM) 21 

Unverified plantations for silviculture (FPU) 22 

Urban areas (FUR) 24 

Weed infestation (FWU) 25 

 

General description 

Together these mapping units are used to map all 

areas where vegetation has been cleared and/or 

substantially modified by human activity.  

This section is not intended to automatically include 

predominantly native communities where a sparse 

canopy of exotics (> 5% solid crown cover) has 

developed i.e. where gorse has invaded native 

grassland or Eucalyptus amygdalina forest, or where 

Pinus radiata has encroached into native woodland. 

Neither is it intended for native grasslands where 

spring growth of exotic annuals may temporarily 

increase the total cover of exotic species to > 50%, 

but where the cover of perennial exotic species 

does not exceed 50%. In such situations, allocation 

to an appropriate mapping unit should consider the 

specific context and may require ecological 

expertise. 

Most units in the section describe non-native 

vegetation or cleared areas. However, there are four 

dedicated units available to map modified native 

vegetation communities. Pteridium esculentum 

fernland (FPF) is used for vegetation dominated by 

the native bracken fern. FPF is common in previously 

cleared land. Pasture or other previously cleared 

land that has regenerated with native rushes or 

shrubs is classified as Regenerating cleared land 

(FRG). Permanent easements (FPE) map any native 

vegetation maintained in a modified state, such as 

the easements below transmission lines.  

Agricultural landscapes are mapped as Agricultural 

land (FAG) where there are crops, orchards or 

exotic grassland pasture, including that with 

emergent trees which form a sparse canopy of less 

than 5% crown cover. In the situation where a native 

tree canopy of ≥ 5% crown cover persists but the 

understory has been cleared and replaced with 

exotic pasture species and is not expected to return 

a native understorey in the medium term (~50 

years), such as may be the case for native trees over 

improved pasture, this is mapped as Agricultural land 

with native tree canopy (FAC). 

This section includes vegetation where the cover of 

perennial exotic species exceeds 50% of the 

dominant native stratum (as defined in the Glossary). 

In the rural or peri-urban landscape there may be 

exotic invasions that are substantial enough to be 

mapped as Weed infestation (FWU). FWU mainly 

maps willow or gorse and much less frequently 
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blackberry or thistle.  Separate mapping units are 

used to distinguish the distributions of two other 

weed species. Spartina anglica is mapped as Spartina 

marshland (FSM) where it occurs as distinctive dense 

infestations in some estuaries. Ammophila arenaria 

dominated grasslands on beach dunes are mapped 

as Marram grassland (FMG). Both species have 

originated from deliberate exotic plantings; the 

former planted originally to trap sediments in 

navigable waterways and the latter to stabilise 

mobile dunes. 

Exotic or native tree plantations being grown for 

wood production that have been verified within the 

Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation (TFGP) dataset 

are mapped as either Hardwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPH) or Softwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPS). Silviculture plantations and 

abandoned plantations not included within the TFGP 

dataset are classified as Unverified plantations for 

silviculture (FPU). FPU is also used to map artefacts 

associated with plantations such as access roads, fire 

breaks, escaped wildlings, native vegetation buffer 

strips and other remnants of native vegetation too 

small to map separately. 

Land areas that are densely settled within cities, 

suburbs or townships are classified as Urban areas 

(FUR). Within the context of these urban landscapes 

small patches of exotic vegetation comprising 

gardens and parks are not separately distinguished. 

Likewise, building complexes or other infrastructure 

such as roads are also mapped as part of FUR. 

Beyond the urban landscape substantial built 

infrastructure is classified as Extra-urban 

miscellaneous (FUM). FUM is also used to map golf-

courses, parklands, sports-fields and other extensive 

areas of managed exotic vegetation that occur 

beyond the urban fringe. 

Section revision 

The section previously known as Agricultural, urban 

and exotic vegetation was subject to a minor 

revisions in 2015, 2017 and 2018. The aim of the 

2015 revision was to clarify the intention of the 

mapping unit Permanent easements (FPE). FPE was 

modified to restrict its use to native vegetation, 

rather than to include areas of infrastructure without 

substantial native vegetation. Ramifications of this 

change required minor updates to many units within 

the section, especially to Extra-urban miscellaneous 

(FUM). 

The 2017 revision added the mapping unit Improved 

pasture with native tree canopy (FAC) to 

differentiate this from situations where a native tree 

canopy is absent, or forms less than 5% crown cover 

and the understorey has been entirely removed and 

replaced with exotic pasture grasses (FAG).  

The EMERG_TREE attribute, previously used to 

indicate the presence of scattered trees (< 5% 

crown cover) over non-forest vegetation, principally 

FAG, has been replaced by the CANOPY_TREE 

attribute. When used in combination with any non-

forest VEG_CODE, except for FAC, the 

CANOPY_TREE attribute indicates the presence of 

scattered trees (< 5% crown cover) and records the 

dominant tree species. The CANOPY_TREE 

attribute used in conjunction with FAC, indicates 

crown cover of ≥ 5% and records the dominant tree 

species. 

In 2019 the original Plantations for silviculture (FPL) 

mapping unit was split into Hardwood plantations 

for silviculture (FPH) and Softwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPS). 

Revised distribution images are now generated from 

TASVEG Live and indicate ‘as at’ date. 

General management issues 

There are no general management issues for this 

category, as the types included are diverse, largely 

unrelated and managed for diverse purposes. 

Some specific issues relate to weed species, which 

may threaten surrounding vegetation. Ammophila 

arenaria (marram grass) is considered an 

environmental weed and invasions are a threat to 

geomorphic and native biodiversity values. Pinus 

radiata seedlings on the edges of plantations may 

also become established in adjacent native 

vegetation and pose a competitive threat to native 

flora. 

Introgression of genes into Eucalyptus ovata and 

E. viminalis, where these species are adjacent to 

E. nitens plantations (Barbour et al. 2002), is a 

potential problem for the condition of the adjacent 

native vegetation. 
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Key to Modified land 

Page 

1 Silvicultural tree plantations (native or exotic) and associated artefacts (e.g. access roads, native 

vegetation buffer strips, abandoned plantations, escaped wildlings etc.); excludes restoration 

plantings 

2 Within the current Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation dataset (softwood or hardwood) 

3. Monocultures of commercial hardwood tree species 

   Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH) 14 

3. Monocultures of commercial softwood tree species 

Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS)  16 

2 Not within the current Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation dataset (softwood or hardwood) 

Unverified plantations for silviculture (FPU)   22 

1 Urban, peri-urban infrastructure easements or settled areas 

2 Native vegetation that is maintained in a modified state within infrastructure easements, such as 

under power transmission lines and along transportation verges etc. 

Permanent easements (FPE) 13 

2 Densely settled urban areas; largely un-vegetated, but including vegetation associated with 

infrastructure that is within the bounds or closely associated with cities or towns 

Urban areas (FUR) 24 

2 Exotic parklands, built infrastructure or other large cleared areas resulting from human activities 

in sparsely settled areas; either mostly un-vegetated or including exotic vegetation planted for 

purposes other than agriculture or silviculture 

Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM)  10 

1 Rural land cleared and converted to crops, orchards or exotic grassland pasture; includes associated 

shelterbelts, houses and other agricultural infrastructure; excludes silvicultural tree plantations 

(native or exotic) 

2 Exotic grassland pasture with ≥ 5% crown cover of remnant native trees 

Improved pasture with native tree canopy (FAC) 8 

2 Not FAC 

Agricultural land (FAG)   6 

1 Rural land, formerly cleared but regenerating to native species of bracken, shrub or rush, where 

these reach > 50% cover (where native grasses are important, see Native grasslands) 

2 Cleared or disturbed land regenerating to dense bracken fern-field 

Pteridium esculentum fernland (FPF) 18 

2 Cleared land regenerating with rushes and shrubs; native restoration plantings 

Regenerating cleared land (FRG) 19 

1 Areas dominated by environmental weeds 

2 Infestations of weed grasses on estuarine mudflats or coastal sands 

3 Dense grassy swards of Spartina anglica on estuarine mudflats 

Spartina marshland (FSM) 21 
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3 Sparse to dense cover of Ammophila arenaria on coastal sands 
Marram grassland (FMG) 12 

2 Dense infestations of any weeds, including blackberries, gorse, willow and thistles in any areas, 

but excluding plantings in parks and gardens and exotic grasses invading estuarine mudflats, 

beaches and coastal dune systems. 

Weed infestation (FWU) 25 
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Agricultural land (FAG) 

General description 

Agricultural land (FAG) includes exotic grassland 

pastures and croplands. The pastures are dominated 

by mixtures of exotic temperate grasses and clovers. 

Crops range from common temperate vegetables 

and orchard fruits and nuts through to crops such as 

Tanacetum cinerariifolium (pyrethrum) and Papaver 

somniferum (opium poppy). FAG can include exotic 

grassland pastures with scattered trees (less than 5% 

crown cover).  

 

West of Devonport. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Pastures and croplands between Deloraine and 

Devonport. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

FAG is intended primarily for the mapping of exotic 

grassland pastures, croplands, orchards and 

vineyards. The presence of these land uses 

distinguish areas mapped with this unit from all 

others, except for Improved pasture with native 

trees (FAC) which is used to map exotic grassland 

pasture that has a retained canopy (≥ 5% crown 

cover) of native trees. 

Trees (exotic or native) planted on farmland for the 

purposes of shelter-belts or wind-breaks are also 

mapped as part of FAG.  

FAG is not used to map tree plantations intended 

for wood production; these are better mapped as 

either Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH) 

or Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS) when 

they are included in the Tasmanian Forest Group 

Plantation dataset, or otherwise as Unverified 

plantations for silviculture (FPU).  

A difficult community to identify is unploughed 

highland native grassland where unsuitable 

management regimes (e.g. grazing) have resulted in a 

degraded state with dominance by exotic species. In 

such situations, this vegetation could be classified as 

FAG, or may be assigned to an appropriate grassland 

community where recovery is achievable with 

management intervention.  

Where pastures are dominated by native grass 

species, they are better mapped into one of the 

native grassland mapping units (see Native Grassland 

section). However, natural or disturbance-induced 

grasslands in lowland areas are mapped as Lowland 

grassland complex (GCL) where native grass species 

Rytidosperma and Austrostipa, often with Poa 

species and Themeda triandra, reach 25% cover. 

In situations where large areas of agricultural land 

have become heavily invaded by other species it is 

usually appropriate to distinguish these from FAG. 

Discernible patches of weeds such as Ulex 

europaeus, Rubus fruticosus, Cirsium vulgare and 

Salix fragilis are mapped as Weed infestation (FWU). 

Large patches dominated by bracken are mapped as 

Pteridium esculentum fernland (FPF). Where native 

shrubs, rushes or sags provide a cover of more than 

50% the community is classified as Regenerating 

cleared land (FRG).  

Roads, scattered, houses and other buildings are 

only mapped as FAG where they are associated with 

pastures and croplands. Where infrastructure is 

extensively developed in rural areas it is better 

mapped as Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

Distribution is predominantly in the midlands, south-

east, east coast lowland strip, a belt across northern 

Tasmania and on Flinders and King Islands. 
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TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This mapping unit occurs in agricultural areas over a 

range of geology types and altitudes, but most 

commonly on fertile lowland dolerite and basalt 

soils. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

Pastures for grazing sheep and cattle comprise a 

mixture of exotic grasses such as Lolium spp. (rye 

grass), Dactylis glomerata (cocksfoot), Phalaris 

aquatica (phalaris), Festuca arundinacea (tall fescue) 

and Bromus species. Native grasses in the genera 

Rytidosperma and Austrostipa sometimes form a 

minor component of these pastures. Exotic legume 

species are also common including Trifolium spp. 

(clover), Medicago sativa (lucerne) and Lotus 

species. 

The most common grain crops grown in Tasmania 

include barley, wheat, oats, triticale and field peas. 

Tanacetum cinerariifolium and Papaver somniferum 

are also important export crops. A range of 

vegetables, fruits and nuts are produced in some 

regions.  

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Improved pasture with native tree canopy (FAC) 

General description 

Improved pasture with native tree canopy (FAC) is 

specifically used to map exotic grassland pastures 

where there is a remnant native tree canopy of 

≥ 5% crown cover. The canopy is largely dominated 

by species of Eucalyptus, but can include such 

species as Bursaria spinosa and Acacia spp. The 

pastures are dominated by mixtures of exotic 

temperate grasses and clovers. 

 

Forcett. Felicity Hargraves  

Example locality 

Pastures around Forcett. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

FAC is specifically intended to map exotic grassland 

pastures where there is a remnant native tree 

canopy of at least an open woodland density, unlike 

Agricultural land (FAG), which is used to map exotic 

grassland pastures where scattered trees form less 

than 5% crown cover. FAC has a retained canopy of 

native trees and has usually been derived from 

native woodland (or forest) where the understory 

has been cleared and replaced with exotic species 

and is not expected to return a native understorey 

in the medium term (~50 years). Where native 

shrubs, rushes or sags provide a cover of more than 

50% the community is classified as Regenerating 

cleared land (FRG). 

FAC includes remnant native shelterbelt trees where 

these form a canopy of ≥ 5% crown cover, but does 

not include trees (exotic or native) planted on 

farmland for the purposes of shelter-belts or wind-

breaks (which are mapped as FAG), or tree 

plantations intended for wood production; these are 

better mapped as either Hardwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPH) of Softwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPS) when they are included in the 

Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation dataset, or 

otherwise as Unverified plantations for silviculture 

(FPU).  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

While FAC has been only partially mapped within 

TASVEG, its distribution is likely to be predominantly 

in the midlands, south-east, east coast lowland strip, 

a belt across northern Tasmania and on Flinders and 

King Islands. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This mapping unit occurs in agricultural areas over a 

range of geology types and altitudes, but most 

commonly on fertile lowland dolerite and basalt 

soils. It is modified woodland (or forest). 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

FAC is generally modified Eucalyptus woodland (or 

forest), although other dominant trees can be 

Bursaria spinosa or Acacia spp. 

Pastures for grazing sheep and cattle comprise a 

mixture of exotic grasses such as Lolium spp. (rye 

grass), Dactylis glomerata (cocksfoot), Phalaris 

aquatica (Phalaris), Festuca arundinacea (tall fescue) 

and Bromus species. Native grasses in the genera 

Rytidosperma and Austrostipa sometimes form a 

minor component of these pastures. Exotic legume 

species are also common including Trifolium spp. 

(clover), Medicago sativa (Lucerne) and Lotus 

species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM) 

General description 

Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM) represents areas 

where native vegetation has been replaced with 

human infrastructure in rural and remote areas. FUM 

is used to map infrastructure such as highways, air-

strips, open-cut mines, quarries and dam 

developments and some large timber-loading bays 

associated with native forest harvesting. It also 

incorporates the typically non-native vegetation 

associated with such infrastructure as well as more 

extensive exotic parklands, cemeteries and sports-

fields in rural or remote areas. 

 

Edith Creek. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Great Lake dam wall. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Large areas of built infrastructure including park 

lands, cemeteries, sports fields or other managed 

exotic landscapes are mapped as FUM if they are 

located within rural and remote areas. Where these 

are located within cities, suburbs or townships they 

are mapped as part of Urban land (FUR). 

Infrastructure such as isolated houses and their 

associated gardens, and other small farm buildings 

within agricultural landscapes are better mapped as 

Agricultural land (FAG).  

Mapping of FUM may include small areas of modified 

native vegetation, often present as a fringe or 

narrow strip associated with infrastructure or land 

uses such as quarries, dams, airports, roads and 

railways, where such native vegetation cover is 

insufficient to map separately. Where native 

vegetation areas large enough to map at 1:25,000 

scale are maintained in a modified state (e.g. 

regularly slashed, mowed, burnt) these are better 

mapped as Permanent easements (FPE).  

Bare rock, mud or sand will only be mapped as FUM 

in situations where vegetation has been actively 

cleared by human activity, otherwise such areas are 

mapped as either Rock (ORO) or Sand, mud 

(OSM). Where dams have been built, the resulting 

lakes are mapped using the unit Water, sea (OAQ) 

but the dam wall, associated spillways and buildings 

are mapped as FUM.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

FUM is found throughout the State. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The situations in which FUM is mapped are highly 

variable but are always associated with human 

activity. FUM is often associated with dammed rivers, 

large mineral or gravel deposits and major 

transportation routes.  
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Vegetation composition and structure 

Vegetation may be either largely absent or sparse 

(e.g. quarries). In situations where it is more 

extensive the vegetation comprises exotic lawns or 

other garden plantings (e.g. sports-fields, parks or 

cemeteries). Some exotic adventive species such as 

Hypochaeris radicata, Cotula australis, Brassica rapa 

or Sisymbrium officinale usually occur. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Marram grassland (FMG) 

General description 

Coastal grassland communities dominated by 

introduced Ammophila arenaria. 

 

King Island. Mike Pemberton. 

Example locality 

Seven Mile Beach Protected Area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Marram grassland (FMG) is distinguished from all 

coastal grassland communities by having Ammophila 

arenaria as the dominant, i.e. > 50% cover.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

Ammophila arenaria grassland occurs widely in 

coastal areas around Tasmania and on Bass Strait 

islands. The extent of this community has been only 

partially mapped to date. Note that for this 

distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE, KIN (but possible in all coastal bioregions). 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Ammophila arenaria forms dense hummocks on 

sand dunes and beaches. It is an efficient sand binder 

and, historically, was widely planted to stabilise sand 

dunes. Ammophila arenaria is an invasive species and 

displaces native grasses such as Spinifex sericeus and 

associated species. Ammophila arenaria grasslands 

can also change the shape of dunes.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

Ammophila communities are species-poor. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Permanent easements (FPE) 

General description 

Permanent easements (FPE) represents native 

vegetation that is permanently maintained in a 

modified state, such as for easements below 

electricity or telecommunications infrastructure 

(powerlines) or where mappable on the shoulders 

or verges of roads traversing native vegetation. This 

mapping unit covers areas of light to heavy 

disturbance (and correspondingly variable condition). 

 

Lower Longley. Karen Ziegler. 

Example locality 

Vinces Saddle, Lower Longley. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The mapping unit is distinguished by linear, sharp 

boundaries with adjacent mapping units, the 

presence of access roads and the frequent presence 

of pylons and lines. Modified native vegetation, such 

as that along the shoulders and verges of roads and 

railways or fringing quarries, dams, airports etc., is 

included within FPE where it is mappable at 1:25,000 

scale (generally > 25 m in width). In such cases, FPE 

may include some infrastructure where it is 

unavoidably mapped with the intended vegetation. 

Where the vegetation associated with such 

infrastructure is too narrow to be mappable at 

1:25,000 scale (i.e. < 25 m in width) it is more 

appropriately mapped as part of the infrastructure 

within Extra-urban miscellaneous (FUM). Areas of 

modified vegetation associated with permanent 

easements that are dominated by environmental 

weeds such as gorse are distinguished within the 

mapping of Weed infestation (FWU). Vegetation in 

easements that are no longer managed and that has 

returned to a more natural state is better mapped 

to a native vegetation mapping unit determined 

based on the dominant species composition.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

FPE is found throughout the State, but especially in 

connection with electricity generation, urban and 

industrial infrastructure.

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

These easements traverse most types of habitats so 

that characteristics are highly variable. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

FPE is artificially maintained as low vegetation. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This mapping unit characteristically supports a 

modified form of the adjacent vegetation with upper 

canopies regenerating or absent.  
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Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH)

General description 

This category includes commercial hardwood tree 

farms on a variety of land tenures. The common 

commercial species used in Tasmania are Eucalyptus 

nitens above 600 m and E. globulus below 600 m 

altitude. 

The minor plantations of other species are 

insignificant at the State level. 

 

Inglis plantation, north-west forests. Forestry Tasmania. 

Example locality 

The Sideling Range, near Scottsdale. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Both Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH) 

and Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS) are 

characterised by having sharp boundaries with 

adjacent communities. FPH is restricted to mapping 

of monocultures of commercial hardwood tree 

species derived from the Tasmanian Forest Group 

Plantation dataset. It includes mainly plantations of 

Eucalyptus nitens and E. globulus. Plantations of 

Pinus radiata derived from the Tasmanian Forest 

Group Plantation dataset are mapped as FPS. 

Orchards, wind-breaks and planted shelter-belts are 

mapped as Agricultural land (FAG) and are never 

included as part of FPH (or FPS). 

FPH is distinguished from native forest mapping units 

by consisting primarily of a monoculture of 

hardwood trees planted in rows on cultivated 

ground for the purpose of commercial hardwood 

production.  

Areas of commercial silviculture plantations not 

included as part of the Tasmanian Forest Group 

Plantation dataset are mapped in Unverified 

plantations for silviculture (FPU). Artefacts of 

silvicultural plantations such as fire breaks, access 

tracks, disturbed areas and native vegetation 

remnants too small to map to native vegetation units 

are not included in FPH but are also mapped as 

FPU.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA native forest mapping. 

Distribution 

Tasmanian Forest Group Plantations are widespread 

throughout the State, although minor in the 

Northern Midlands and in the south-west.  

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

FPH may be found anywhere suitable for growing 

hardwood trees commercially. 

Commercial tree plantations are generally below 

600 m altitude but may be found as high as 900 m 

(e.g. Eucalyptus nitens) across a range of substrates. 

Fertile sites have generally been preferred for 

plantations. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

Many plantations have been established over 

farmland, in which case the understorey comprises 

exotic grasses and/ or native species such as 

Pteridium esculentum. Plantations established over 

cleared native forest have sparse understoreys of 

regenerating native species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.
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Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS) 

General description 

The only commercial softwood species used in 

Tasmania is Pinus radiata, although other species 

have been trialled in the past. This category includes 

commercial Pinus radiata tree farms on a variety of 

land tenures. 

 

Pine plantation. Forestry Tasmania. 

Example locality 

Seven Mile Beach 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Both Softwood plantations for silviculture (FPS) and 

Hardwood plantations for silviculture (FPH) are 

characterised by having sharp boundaries with 

adjacent communities. FPS is restricted to mapping 

of monocultures of commercial Pinus radiata derived 

from the Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation 

dataset. Plantations of hardwood species such as 

Eucalyptus nitens and E. globulus derived from the 

Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation dataset are 

mapped as FPH. Orchards, wind-breaks and planted 

shelter-belts are mapped as Agricultural land (FAG) 

and are never included as part of FPS (or FPH) 

FPS is distinguished from native forest mapping units 

by consisting primarily of a monoculture of Pinus 

radiata planted in rows on cultivated ground for the 

purpose of commercial softwood production.  

Areas of commercial silviculture plantations of Pinus 

radiata not included as part of the Tasmanian Forest 

Group Plantation dataset are mapped in Unverified 

plantations for silviculture (FPU). Artefacts of 

silvicultural plantations such as fire breaks, access 

tracks, disturbed areas and native vegetation 

remnants too small to map to native vegetation units 

are not included in FPS but are also mapped as FPU.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA native forest mapping. 

Distribution 

Tasmanian Forest Group Plantations are widespread 

throughout the State, although minor in the 

Northern Midlands and in the south-west.  

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

FPS may be found anywhere suitable for growing 

Pinus radiata trees commercially.  
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Commercial softwood tree plantations are generally 

below 600 m altitude across a range of substrates. 

Fertile sites have been preferred for plantations, 

except in some localities like the sandy country 

north of Strahan and at Seven Mile Beach. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The understorey of Pinus radiata plantations has few 

plant species and there is normally a dense ground 

cover of litter. 

 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Pteridium esculentum fernland (FPF) 

General description 

A fernland dominated by the strongly rhizomatous 

bracken, Pteridium esculentum, on well–drained 

soils. There may be other grasses and herbs 

associated with the bracken. 

 

Cradoc. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Rhyndaston area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community is distinctive because it is dominated 

by Pteridium esculentum.  

Where the cover of Pteridium esculentum becomes 

greater than 50% on areas of agricultural land it is 

better mapped as Pteridium esculentum fernland 

(FPF) than as Agricultural land (FAG) or 

Regenerating cleared land (FRG). 

Native forest sites that have been subject to timber 

harvesting are only ever mapped as FPF if Pteridium 

esculentum is the dominant canopy species and 

regeneration of native eucalypt species has failed. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping.

Distribution 

Widespread throughout the State, usually associated 

with agricultural land use. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community occurs on well–drained sites over a 

wide range of rock types and altitudes. Pteridium 

esculentum commonly invades unimproved cleared 

land or degraded pasture and may form a dominant 

cover particularly at the edges of forest where 

bracken dominates the understorey (partly due to 

high fire frequency). Pteridium esculentum may also 

dominate and replace heathland and shrubland 

communities on coastal dunes subject to very high 

fire-frequencies. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

A community dominated by Pteridium esculentum is 

treeless or may have a sparse tree canopy of less 

than 5% crown density.  

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This either supports the degraded form of a native 

community or is predominantly non- native pasture 

invaded by bracken.  
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Regenerating cleared land (FRG) 

General description 

Regenerating cleared land (FRG) is used to map 

abandoned farmland or other degraded land (e.g. 

abandoned mines, quarries etc.) where there has 

been significant natural recolonisation by native 

species of rushes and shrubs. Native restoration 

plantings are also included within FRG.  

 

Kellevie, south-east Tasmania. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Gunns Plains foothills. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

FRG maps abandoned farmland or other 

degraded/cleared land that is not being maintained 

for its original use. 

Agricultural land is mapped as FRG where colonising 

native rushes or shrubs provide a cover of more 

than 50%. Where native grasses become dominant, 

the vegetation is better mapped as native grassland. 

FRG is distinguished from other native vegetation 

mapping units by lacking a dominant cover of 

signature native species and often by the significant 

presence of native pioneer species. There is 

normally evidence of past clearance and conversion.  

FRG is distinguished from Permanent easements 

(FPE) by the absence of built infrastructure 

associated with FPE.  

FRG is distinguished from Bursaria-Acacia woodland 

(NBA) in which a small tree layer of Bursaria 

spinosa, Acacia spp. and/or Dodonaea viscosa forms 

a sparse to dense cover over native grass species 

such as Themeda triandra and Rytidosperma spp. 

Where exotic invasive species form mappable 

patches, these are mapped as Weed infestation 

(FWU).  

FRG is distinguished from Pteridium esculentum 

fernland (FPF) by not having a canopy dominated by 

bracken fern. 

FRG includes native restoration plantings but 

excludes monoculture plantings intended for the 

purpose of wood production. Silvicultural tree 

plantations (native or exotic) and associated 

artefacts are mapped as either Hardwood 

plantations for silviculture (FPH), Softwood 

plantations for silviculture (FPS) or Unverified 

plantations for silviculture (FPU). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

Common throughout the State, usually situated on 

steeper slopes associated with past agricultural land 

use, or where other degraded land has been 

restored by native plantings or naturally recolonised. 

 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 
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Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community occurs over a range of geology 

types and altitudes. Reversion to native species is a 

process evident on poor quality agricultural land, 

especially steeper areas (often identified by having 

few tracks and fences) and other land degraded by 

industrial activity. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is characterised by invasion of native 

species including graminoid species such as 

Lomandra longifolia, Isolepis nodosa and Juncus spp. 

This category may include insignificant amounts of 

Rytidosperma or Austrostipa spp. and includes small 

native shrubs during later colonisation. In the north- 

west of the State, the recolonising species may 

include scattered shrubs of Tasmannia lanceolata, 

Senecio linearifolius and Cassinia aculeata. 

FRG includes areas of improved pasture that have 

been recolonised by rushes and sedges in situations 

where drainage is impeded, e.g. along drainage flats. 

Characteristic species can include Juncus sarophorus, 

J. australis, J. amabilis, Carex iynx and Gahnia grandis. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

FRG is predominantly exotic pasture naturally 

colonised by select native species. 
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Spartina marshland (FSM) 

General description 

This vegetation community is dominated by the 

introduced cord-grass Spartina anglica, which 

generally forms a dense sward up to 50 cm high. 

Dense monocultures of Spartina anglica have no 

associated plant species. 

 

Rubicon Estuary, Port Sorell. DPIPWE. 

Example locality 

Rubicon Estuary, Port Sorell. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Spartina marshland (FSM) is distinguished from 

native graminoid saltmarsh by its invasion of 

estuarine mudflats that are not too saline for it to 

grow. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

Spartina anglica forms dense monocultures on the 

Tamar River estuary and the Rubicon estuary at Port 

Sorell. It occurs at low density in the north-west of 

the state from Black River to Robbins Island (and 

possibly as far as the Harcus River estuary), with a 

higher density core at Duck Bay. Through 

management efforts, Spartina anglica has been 

eradicated from the St Helens area and is no longer 

mappable in the Bridport region, while eradication 

measures have reduced the occurrence of this 

species to a handful of plants at Little Swanport on 

the East Coast.

While not mappable in the south east of the state, 

Spartina anglica may still occur at very low levels 

within the Derwent Estuary.

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TNM, TNS 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Spartina anglica colonises bare mud but has the 

potential to substantially change the estuarine 

ecology, hydrology and dynamics. The species does 

not appear to displace native plant species. Spartina 

marshland can intergrade with Freshwater aquatic 

sedgeland (ASF), or more commonly with Saline 

sedgeland/rushland (ARS). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

Spartina anglica can form a dense, mono-specific 

sward up to 50 cm high with 100% ground cover in 

older stands. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Unverified plantations for silviculture (FPU) 

General description 

Unverified plantations for silviculture (FPU) maps all 

timber plantations that are not included as part of 

current Tasmanian Forest Group Plantation (TFGP) 

dataset (softwood or hardwood). Infrastructure and 

cleared land associated with these are also included 

in this unit (e.g. fire breaks and access tracks). 

FPU may include a range of vegetation types 

including monocultures of commercial tree species 

(predominantly Pinus radiata, Eucalyptus nitens and 

Eucalyptus globulus), escaped plantation wildlings, 

windrows as well as small areas of native forest 

adjoining commercial tree farms.  

 

 

Seven Mile Beach. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Plantations of Pinus radiata and surrounding 

firebreaks at Seven Mile Beach, which are excluded 

from the TFGP dataset, are an example of FPU. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

Communities 

FPU is distinct from both Hardwood plantations for 

silviculture (FPH) and Softwood plantations for 

silviculture, which maps only monocultures of 

commercial tree species derived from the current 

TFGP dataset. 

FPU also includes artefacts of silvicultural plantations. 

These include areas of agricultural land and forests 

that have been cleared as part of the plantation 

process, but not planted to trees (e.g. cleared for 

access or fire breaks) or native vegetation remnants 

not targeted for conversion (e.g. in gullies or on 

steep or rocky slopes; riparian buffers) and too small 

to map to other native vegetation units. 

In the field FPU may not be distinguishable from 

FPH or FPS.  

FPU does not include orchards or wind-breaks, 

which are mapped as Agricultural land (FAG).  

FPU does not include restoration plantings, which 

are mapped as Regenerating cleared land (FRG). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not applicable 

Distribution 

This mapping unit is widespread throughout the 

State. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

FPU may be found anywhere suitable for growing 

trees commercially (see FPH, FPS) or suitable for 

agricultural purposes. 



 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - March 2021) 23 

 

Vegetation composition and structure 

This unit may include commercial tree farms, small 

areas of escaped wildlings from commercial tree 

farms, vegetation buffer strips and access roads 

within commercial tree farms mapping artefacts. 

It is an artificial grouping of vegetation whose 

composition and structure is highly variable.  

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Not applicable. 
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Urban areas (FUR) 

General description 

Urban areas (FUR) include urban and suburban 

landscapes. These areas are largely or wholly devoid 

of vegetation apart from areas such as suburban 

gardens, street trees and parks.  

 

East Burnie. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Launceston CBD. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Dense infrastructure and buildings, usually in a 

geometric layout, distinguish this mapping unit. 

Vegetation is largely confined to gardens, lawns and 

parks representing common horticultural flora. 

Ubiquitous species may colonise other infrastructure 

(e.g. Catapodium rigidum, Hypochaeris radicata, 

Plantago coronopus and species of lichen and 

bryophytes). Larger complexes of buildings, gardens, 

sportsfields and parklands beyond city and town 

limits are mapped as Extra-urban Miscellaneous 

(FUM). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

The mapping unit is found throughout the State 

wherever there are centres of human habitation. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Urban areas are often sited on estuaries, coasts and 

fertile farming regions. They include large mining and 

other industrial infrastructure in the western part of 

the State. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

Where vegetation occurs, it is highly variable in 

composition and is predominantly composed of 

non-native species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities.  
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Weed infestation (FWU) 

General description 

This mapping unit is used for dense occurrences of 

any weeds (other than Ammophila arenaria and 

Spartina anglica, which are mapped separately), but 

does not include scattered weeds in other 

vegetation types. Some of these weeds may be 

localised infestations such as Marrubium vulgare on 

offshore islands. The weeds covered by this 

community generally form dense, mono-specific 

stands. 

 

Swansea. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Lower Apsley River. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Weed infestation (FWU) is used to map vegetation 

invaded by exotic plant species, where these have 

reached dominant levels of cover and are mappable 

at 1:25,000 scale. The only exceptions to this are 

areas dominated by Ammophila arenaria or Spartina 

anglica, which are mapped separately as Marram 

grassland (FMG) and Spartina marshland (FSM) 

respectively.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

Generally, Salix fragilis infests streams and riparian 

environments throughout settled agricultural 

districts, especially in the midlands and south-east. 

Lycium ferocissimum occurs in the drier areas 

around Pittwater to South Arm, Tunbridge area and 

King Island and the Furneaux Islands.  

Ulex europaeus is widespread, especially in the 

midlands, in parts of the old mining districts around 

Zeehan, the south-east and the east coast. Rubus 

fruticosus is more dominant on the fertile soils of the 

north-west. Cirsium vulgare is localised in rural areas 

of the east and north of the State. Erica lusitanica 

can form patches many hectares in size. 

 

TASVEG Live (18.03.2021) 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This mapping unit is widespread throughout the 

State, the different species invading a range of sites. 

Salix fragilis is restricted to watercourses where it 

displaces native species, forming dense stands that 

can affect the hydrology of stream systems. 
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Lycium ferocissimum, a shrub that is spread by birds, 

mainly occurs in areas with less than about 600 mm 

annual average rainfall. Introduced for pasture 

hedges, this species establishes around bird perching 

sites and commonly escapes from wind-break 

plantings. Young trees eventually coalesce with 

neighbouring trees to form dense thickets. 

Ulex europaeus invades principally on non- 

calcareous soils in degraded pasture or cleared land 

on hillsides, embankments, fence lines and streams 

as well as heathlands. It is dependent on disturbance 

and can flourish in riparian environments or in places 

where fire stimulates germination of the soil seed 

bank.  

Rubus fruticosus thrives on good soils in areas with 

an annual rainfall of > 750 mm. It is particularly 

abundant in degraded forest on alluvial flats near the 

north-west coast and is a common weed of 

roadsides, stream banks, neglected areas, farmlands, 

orchards, forest plantations and bushland.

Vegetation composition and structure 

This unit consists of large, often dense, infestations of 

weeds, including Ulex europaeus, Rubus fruticosus, 

Lycium ferocissimum, Salix fragilis and significant 

plantings or escapees of other exotic species such as 

Populus species and Cytisus scoparius.  

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

This is a non-native mapping unit; there are no 

native floristic communities
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