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General description 

Dry eucalypt forests and woodlands cover much of 

the central and eastern parts of the Tasmanian 

landscape, with the greatest diversity of eucalypt 

species in the south-east of the State. 

Most of the dry eucalypt forest mapping units used 

in TASVEG are adapted from the Tasmanian 

Regional Forest Agreement (1997). Additional 

mapping units have been added during subsequent 

mapping to better represent ecological vegetation 

communities. In many cases, the woodland versions 

of their forest counterparts are floristically similar; 

only the tree density divides them. Where this is the 

case, TASVEG maps woodland and forest as a single 

unit. 

When using keys, users should be aware that 

broader mapping units may contain patches of other 

plant communities, typically where those patches are 

less than 1ha. For example, small patches of DVG 

may be found in larger blocks of Eucalyptus pulchella 

or E. amygdalina forest. The issue of scale also affects 

Eucalyptus amygdalina – Eucalyptus obliqua damp 

sclerophyll forest (DSC). It is a complex that is often 

distinguished on the ground, but some core 

elements of DSC are hard to allocate, and as a result 

patches of DSC may be mapped as the surrounding 

community. While Eucalyptus gunnii woodland is 

now mapped separately as DGW, TASVEG 3.0 still 

maps Eucalyptus archeri within Eucalyptus coccifera 

forest. 

The eucalypt communities are relatively easily 

distinguished by the dominant eucalypt or eucalypts 

in the canopy, usually in combination with a 

description of the type of understorey and the 

characteristics the of environment occupied.  While 

the key to the section directs the user to an 

appropriate mapping unit based on the above, 

exceptions may occur and field validation, based on 

the more explicatory information in the unit 

description, is normally required for a definitive 

allocation of vegetation code. An example of where 

reliance on a ruleset alone is compromised  is ‘the 

mosaic of DAS (Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 

woodland on sandstone) and DAC (Eucalyptus 

amygdalina coastal forest and woodland) reflecting 

subtle differences in topography and substrate’ at 

the Coal Mines Historic Site on the Tasman 

Peninsula (ECOTas, 2015). Here, the reliance of the 

key on geology for separation of DAS and DAC 

appears to be compromised by the ubiquitous 

presence of loose sands overlying the bedrock. In 

this case allocation of vegetation to a TASVEG 

mapping unit on the basis of floristic composition 

may be more appropriate. 

Changes since the first edition 

Two dry forest/woodland mapping units have been 

discontinued and the vegetation they mapped 

absorbed into other Eucalyptus dry forest mapping 

units.  

Eucalyptus viminalis shrubby/heathy woodland 

(DVS) has been redistributed in coastal localities to 

Eucalyptus  viminalis - Eucalyptus globulus coastal 

forest and woodland (DVC) where it occurs on 

Holocene sands, and to Eucalyptus amygdalina 

coastal forest and woodland (DAC) where it is 

mapped on other siliceous substrates. Elsewhere 

DVS has been absorbed into the following 

communities depending on geology; Eucalyptus 

amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite (DAD), 

Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland 

on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ), Eucalyptus amygdalina 

forest and woodland on sandstone (DAS) and 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on 

mudstone (DAM). 

Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest (DAI) has now 

been fully differentiated into Eucalyptus amygdalina 

forest and woodland on mudstone (DAM) and 

Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland 

on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ); DAI is no longer 

available for mapping. 

In 2017 a minor update was made to the description 

of Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) 

to include a facies occurring on mudstone, rather 

than on dolerite, within the Redgate Section of the 

Meehan Range NRA. 

Other revisions include a change to the Sectional 

key and relevant descriptions to improve the 

differentiation of Eucalyptus ovata forest and 

woodland (DOV) and King Island eucalypt 

woodland (DKW) in light of the debate surrounding 

the taxonomy of Eucalyptus brookeriana and 

E. ovata on King Island (Barnes et al 2002). Minor 

changes to the descriptions of Eucalyptus amygdalina 

forest and woodland on sandstone (DAS) and 

Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest and woodland 

(DAC) were made to accommodate the situation 

where presence of loose sands overlying bedrock 

can modify the typical influence of underlying 

geology (ECOtas, 2015). 
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General management issues 

Dry sclerophyll eucalypt communities are highly 

adapted to fire, the composition and structure of 

these communities largely dependent on the 

intensity and frequency of fire events. Fire regime 

characteristics influence changes in floristic 

composition and structure and local extinctions 

(Williams 1991). High-frequency, low- intensity fires 

in particular may result in one, or a combination, of 

impacts. These include low species diversity; low 

ground cover; domination by bracken, tussock grass 

or sedge; erosion; reduction in terrestrial 

invertebrate diversity; loss of obligate seed 

regenerators; and loss of soil-stored seed (Duncan 

1988; Neyland & Askey- Doran 1996; Gill et al. 

1999). Specific outcomes are closely dependent on 

substrate and soil types (Duncan 1988). 

DSO and DSG have been subjected to frequent 

low-intensity fire regimes in recent history (Neyland 

& Askey-Doran 1994). This has resulted in the loss 

of organic soils in many areas. Obligate seed 

regenerators have been disadvantaged, possibly 

resulting in a loss of species diversity. 

Bush-run sheep grazing may be beneficial for plant 

diversity in dry grassy bush at some stocking rates 

and regimes, but is not ubiquitously so. Frequent 

sheep grazing with or without low-intensity burning 

may have such consequences as establishing open 

grassy forest where it had not occurred before, and 

conversion of multi-aged forests to single-aged 

forests with no shrub or tree regeneration. It may 

also lead to denuding the ground layer; erosion, 

reducing soil permeability through trampling and 

ground hardening and promoting weed 

establishment (Williams 1991; Orr & Todd 1992). It 

is generally accepted that in many montane and 

lowland dry forests and woodlands, some stock 

grazing is not harmful to flora diversity in areas 

where native herbivore populations have been 

reduced (Kirkpatrick et al. 1988; Kirkpatrick 1991). 

Subalpine woodlands and areas of low fertility are 

more vulnerable to grazing impacts due to their 

lower productivity and increased risks of erosion. 

Bushland is degraded in areas where bush runs are 

top dressed or fertiliser drifts into the edges of 

remnants. Increased phosphates favour the growth 

of exotic species over natives, resulting in an 

increase in weed abundance (Bowen 1986; Williams 

1991). 

Tasmanian households are estimated to use over 

half a million tons of firewood annually, almost 

exclusively from dry forest (Todd et al. 1989; Millar 

2001). E. amygdalina is extensively targeted for 

firewood harvesting throughout the drier parts of 

Tasmania (Millar 2001) with some habitat effects and 

possible local changes in eucalypt composition 

(Driscoll & Milkovits 2000; Millar 2001). 

Crown dieback in the canopy of some forest and 

woodlands may occur naturally during drought but 

can be exacerbated by impacts such as grazing and 

burning pressure. The understorey of some heathy 

dry sclerophyll communities has been identified as 

moderately susceptible to degradation by the plant 

pathogen Phytophthora cinnamomi. Infection by the 

pathogen can result in a general decrease in plant 

diversity. Species from the families Dilleniaceae, 

Epacridaceae, Fabaceae, Proteaceae and Rutaceae 

are particularly susceptible (Schahinger et al. 2003). 

Closing access to infected areas is crucial to 

restricting the pathogen. Avoiding the creation of 

new tracks through the bush reduces the 

opportunities for infection (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999). 
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Key to Dry eucalypt forest and woodland communities 

NOTE: Unless otherwise specified, the term “forest” also covers the woodland facies of dry sclerophyll 

communities. 

Page 

1 Forest and woodland on King Island 

2 Understorey dominated by narrow-leaved shrubs or low tea-tree or paperbark; forest cover 

usually < 50% 

3 Forest dominated by E. ovata/E. brookeriana* 

Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland (DOV) 45 

3 Forest dominated or co-dominated by E. globulus or E. viminalis 

 King Island eucalypt woodland (DKW) 78 

2 Understorey dominated by broad-leaved shrubs or tall tea-tree or paperbark; forest cover 

usually > 50% 

see Key to Wet eucalypt forest and woodland 

1 Forest and woodland on Furneaux Islands 

2 Forest dominated by E. viminalis or E. globulus 

3 Forest in relatively sheltered, inland sites; broad-leaved shrubs often present 

 E. viminalis Furneaux forest and woodland (DVF) 72 

3 Forest generally on coastal or relatively exposed sites 

   E. viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and woodland (DVC) 76 

2 Forest dominated by E. nitida 

 E. nitida Furneaux forest (DNF) 41 

2 Forest dominated by E. ovata 

3 Trees unlikely to exceed 10 m, with cover < 50% 

  E. ovata heathy woodland (DOW) 48 

3 Trees with potential to exceed 10 m, with cover > 50% 

    E. ovata forest and woodland (DOV) 45 

See next page of key 

*There is debate surrounding the taxonomy of Eucalyptus brookeriana and E. ovata on King Island (Barnes et al 

2002) and more generally in the north-west of Tasmania. For the purposes of TASVEG classification, where either 

species is determined to be the dominant eucalypt in dry forest or woodland (including damp woodland), the 

vegetation is mapped as Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland (DOV).  
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Page 

1 Forest and woodland elsewhere in Tasmania 

2 Forest dominated by E. amygdalina (E. viminalis often subdominant or locally dominant) 

3 E. obliqua also common in overstorey, and understorey with high proportion of broad-

leaved shrubs or other wet forest species 

 E. amygdalina–E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest (DSC) 22 

3 Substrate dolerite (or occasionally basalt) 

    E. amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite (DAD) 13 

3 Substrate sandstone 

 E. amygdalina forest and woodland on sandstone (DAS) 15 

3 Substrate (sub) coastal sands or siliceous sediments 

     E. amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC) 11 

3 Substrate granite or granodiorite (coastal and inland areas) 

     E. amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC) 11 

3 Substrate serpentinite and other ultramafic rocks 

E. amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC) 11 

3 Substrate mudstone or other argillaceous sediments (predominantly Mathinna beds) 

  E. amygdalina forest on mudstone (DAM) 17 

3 Substrate Cainozoic sediments (laterite, sands and gravels) mainly in inland areas 

    E. amygdalina inland forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) 19 

2 Forest dominated by E. barberi 

   E. barberi forest and woodland (DBA) 24 

2 Forest dominated by E. coccifera (or occasionally E. archeri or E. urnigera) 

     E. coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) 25 

2 Forest dominated by E. cordata 

   E. cordata forest (DCR) 27 

2 Forest dominated by E. dalrympleana 

3 E. dalrympleana co-occurring with E. pauciflora 

    E. dalrympleana–E. pauciflora forest and woodland (DDP) 29 

3 E. dalrympleana occurring in pure stands or co-occurring with other species 

E. delegatensis dry forest and woodland (DDE) 31 

2 Forest dominated by E. delegatensis 

E. delegatensis dry forest and woodland (DDE) 31 

See next page of key  
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Page 

2 Forest dominated by E. globulus 

3 Substrate coastal sands 

   E. viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and woodland (DVC) 76 

3 Substrate other (usually dolerite) 

4 Cover of E. pulchella > 30% 

E. pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) 56 

4 Cover of E. pulchella < 30% 

       E. globulus dry forest and woodland (DGL) 33 

2 Forest dominated by E. gunnii 

3 Tree cover < 20% 

    E. gunnii woodland (DGW) 35 

3 Tree cover > 20% 

     E. coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) 25 

2 Forest dominated by E. morrisbyi 

    E. morrisbyi forest and woodland (DMO) 37 

2 Forest dominated by E. nitida 

     E. nitida dry forest and woodland (DNI) 39 

2 Forest dominated by E. obliqua 

3 E. amygdalina also common in overstorey, and understorey with high proportion of broad-

leaved shrubs or other wet forest species 

  E. amygdalina–E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest (DSC) 22 

3 Not DSC 

   E. obliqua dry forest (DOB) 43 

2 Forest dominated by E. ovata 

3 Woodland with co-occurring E. viminalis or E. pauciflora on flats in Midlands 

    Midlands woodland complex (DMW) 80 

3 Not DMW 

4 Trees unlikely to exceed 10 m, with cover < 50% 

   E. ovata heathy woodland (DOW) 48 

4 Trees with potential to exceed 10 m, with cover > 50% 

     E. ovata forest and woodland (DOV) 45 

See next page of key 
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Page 

2 Forest dominated by E. pauciflora 

3 Woodland with co-occurring E. viminalis or E. ovata on flats in Midlands 

    Midlands woodland complex (DMW) 80 

3 Not DMW 

4 Substrate dolerite or basalt 

5 E. pauciflora co-occurring with E. dalrympleana 

    E. dalrympleana–E. pauciflora forest and woodland (DDP) 29 

5 Not DDP 

E. pauciflora forest and woodland on dolerite (DPD) 52 

4 Substrate other (mainly sediments) 

5 Substrate Cainozoic sediments (laterite, sands and gravels) mainly in inland areas 

    E. amygdalina inland forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) 19 

5 Not DAZ 

E. pauciflora forest and woodland not on dolerite (DPO) 50 

2 Forest dominated by E. perriniana 

    E. perriniana forest and woodland (DPE) 54 

2 Forest dominated by E. pulchella 

     E. pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) 56 

2 Forest dominated by E. risdonii 

    E. risdonii forest and woodland (DRI) 58 

2 Forest dominated by E. rodwayi 

 E. rodwayi forest and woodland (DRO) 60 

2 Forest dominated by E. rubida 

3 Woodland with co-occurring E. pauciflora or E. ovata on flats in Midlands 

    Midlands woodland complex (DMW) 80 

3 Not DMW 

4 Substrate dolerite or basalt 

E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland (DVG) 74 

5 E. pauciflora main co-occurring species 

E. pauciflora forest and woodland on dolerite (DPD) 52 

5 E. pauciflora not main co-occurring species 

E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland (DVG) 74 

See next page of key 
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4 Substrate other (mainly sediments) 

5 E. pauciflora main co-occurring species 

E. pauciflora forest and woodland not on dolerite (DPO) 50 

5 E. tenuiramis main co-occurring species 

  E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments (DTO) 70 

5 E. amygdalina main co-occurring species 

  E. amygdalina forest on mudstone (DAM) 17 

2 Forest dominated by E. sieberi 

3 Substrate granite or granodiorite 

   E. sieberi forest and woodland on granite (DSG) 64 

3 Not DSG 

  E. sieberi forest and woodland not on granite (DSO) 62 

2 Forest dominated by E. tenuiramis 

3 Substrate granite or granodiorite 

 E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on granite (DTG) 68 

3 Substrate dolerite 

E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on dolerite (DTD) 66 

3 Substrate on other substrate (mainly sediments) 

  E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments (DTO) 70 

2 Forest dominated by E. viminalis 

3 Woodland with co-occurring E. pauciflora or E. ovata on flats in the Midlands 

    Midlands woodland complex (DMW) 80 

3 Forest and woodland on poorly–drained flats elsewhere; E. ovata usually co- occurring 

     E. ovata forest and woodland (DOV) 45 

3 Not DMW or DOV 

4 Substrate dolerite or basalt 

E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland (DVG) 74 

4 Substrate granite, granodiorite or siliceous sediments 

E. amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC) 11 

4 Substrate coastal sands 

  E. viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and woodland (DVC) 76 

4 Substrate Cainozoic sediments (laterite, sands and gravels) mainly in inland areas 

 E. amygdalina inland forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) 19 
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Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC) 

General description 

Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forests and woodlands 

are dry sclerophyll communities typically dominated 

by E. amygdalina. They vary from open forest to low 

open woodland. The community can form pure 

stands of scattered trees or mallee-form trees 

emerging from a heathy understorey. The trees 

rarely exceed 20 m in height and on many sites are 

less than 10 m tall. 

 

Friendly Beaches. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Winifred Curtis Reserve, Scamander. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

All areas of E. amygdalina dominated forest and 

woodland on coastal sandy soils and on granites and 

ultramafic substrates are included in this community. 

E. viminalis can be locally co- dominant. The typically 

heathy understorey of DAC distinguishes it from 

E. amygdalina forest and woodland on Cainozoic 

deposits (DAZ) that may occur in coastal areas but 

has a grassy understorey. E. amygdalina forest and 

woodland on sandstone (DAS) also occurs on sandy 

substrates, although these tend to be more fertile 

than those supporting DAC, such that in DAS the 

trees are taller (generally over 20 m) and of 

straighter form than in DAC. The understorey of 

DAS is generally sparsely heathy and sometimes 

grassy or sedgy.  

RFA mapping unit 

DAC is equivalent to RFA AC. 

Distribution 

DAC has its stronghold in the coastal and sub-

coastal areas of north-east Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community is typical of relatively infertile 

siliceous soils in coastal and sub-coastal areas of 

northern and eastern Tasmania on Tertiary non-

marine sediments, Recent sands and deep grey 

sands.  Further inland it occurs on granite, ultramafic 

rocks, and siliceous substrates such as quartzite. 

Although DAC may occur at any altitude below the 

treeline it is rare above 450 m elevation and mostly 

occurs below 100 m elevation. Landforms where 

this community occurs tend to be undulating to 

steep on granite, and flat to gently undulating on 

sedimentary substrates. Soil depth ranges from 

shallow on granite tors and outcrops to deep on 

Recent sands. Soils tend to be free-draining and 

well-aerated. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is characterised by its high floristic 

and structural diversity. Its form varies from open 

forest to low, open woodland. 
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E. amygdalina can form pure stands of scattered 

trees or mallee-form trees, but on sites where the 

sand is less leached the proportion of E. viminalis, 

generally present as a minor or subdominant species, 

increases. 

On better-quality sites, E. obliqua may be co- 

dominant (or E. sieberi in north-east Tasmania). On 

poorly–drained sites, E. ovata may be present, and in 

shaded or moist sites, E. globulus may be present. 

The understorey is typically heathy to shrubby, with 

a diversity of legumes, heaths and shrubs. A dense 

shrub layer (eucalypt regrowth, Banksia marginata 

and Allocasuarina species) is usually present. 

Pteridium esculentum can be prevalent on some 

sites (generally due to fire or grazing history). The 

low shrub layer is typically dense and diverse 

(particularly in the E. amygdalina– E. viminalis facies 

of this community) grading into heathland with a 

diversity of heaths, legumes and other shrubs. Sites 

tend to be well–drained. On poorly–drained sites 

such as drainage lines and soaks, sedges and rushes 

are found. Such areas can also support shrubs such 

as Olearia lirata and Melaleuca squarrosa, ferns such 

as Gleichenia dicarpa and/or G. microphylla, and 

graminoids such as Lepidosperma elatius and Gahnia 

grandis and G. sieberiana (that generally do not 

extend far beyond the poorly- drained areas). 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

3c Sedgy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DAD, DSC, DAZ & DAS 

4a Heathy Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest 

5d  Shrubby E. amygdalina forest; also occurs in DAD, 

DAS, DAM & DSC 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) Dry 

sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs 

in DVC, DAS, DAZ & DAM 

DRY-shVIM Shrubby Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DAD, DAS, DAM & DSC 

DRY-scAM Scrubby Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also 

occurs in DAD, DSC, DAZ & DAS 

Dominance community (Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999) 

Heath: 

Mallee peppermint dry heath; also occurs in, DNF, DNI, 

DNI & SCH  
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Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite (DAD) 

General description 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forests and woodlands on 

dolerite are dominated by uneven-aged 

E. amygdalina in an open forest structure with trees 

rarely exceeding 25 m. 

They are dry sclerophyll communities with variable 

understoreys ranging from grassy to shrubby. In 

some places, rock forms a cover. 

 

Hollybank. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example localities 

Cataract Gorge and Trevallyn State Recreation Area 

in Launceston. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. amygdalina forest on dolerite is often found 

growing in association with grassy E. viminalis forest 

and woodland (DVG). The understoreys of these 

two forest communities are very similar. In coastal 

areas DVG may be confused with E. amygdalina 

coastal forest and woodland (DAC), however DAC 

grows on marine derived sediments and generally 

has a heathy rather than grassy understorey. 

RFA mapping unit 

DAD is equivalent to RFA AD. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on 

dolerite is widespread in the upland areas of eastern 

Tasmania and the southern midlands. It also occurs 

locally in the north and south-east. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community occurs mainly on dolerite and to a 

lesser extent, on basalt. It is generally found in areas 

of low rainfall on sites subject to occasional to 

frequent drought stress, such as ridges and tier 

surfaces and slopes with a northern or western 

aspect. At higher altitudes the community occurs 

with E. delegatensis forest, but tends to occupy drier 

sites. The main altitudinal range is 300–600 m. Sites 

tend to be well-drained with shallow to medium soil 

depth. Surface rock cover can be high. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community tends to have an uneven-aged open 

structure, with the dominant E. amygdalina trees 

rarely exceeding 25 m in most areas, but grading 

into ash-dominated tall open forest at higher 

elevations. 

E. viminalis may be present at lower elevations, and 

E. delegatensis and E. dalrympleana often present at 

higher elevations. E. obliqua can be associated with 

this community on lower slopes or gully flanks. 

E. amygdalina can form a clinal gradient with 

E. pulchella in some areas of the east and south-east. 
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The understorey is variable, ranging from grassy to 

shrubby. At lower elevations, tall shrubs or small 

trees such as Bursaria spinosa, Acacia dealbata and 

Banksia marginata are characteristic, with the ground 

layer dominated by tussock grasses and low shrubs. 

At higher elevations, the understorey is dominated 

by low shrubs such as Leptecophylla juniperina and 

Lomatia tinctoria and can be rich in grasses and 

herbs. 

Occasionally within the highest rainfall areas of its 

range in fire-protected sites, broad-leaved shrubs 

more characteristic of wet sclerophyll communities 

can occur. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2b  Grassy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DMW, DAZ & DAM 

5d  Shrubby Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also occurs in 

DAC, DAS, DAM & DSC 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET AM1 E. amygdalina–E. viminalis–Lomandra longifolia 

wet sclerophyll forest 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

12 Eucalyptus viminalis/E. amygdalina–Acaena echinata–

Dichondra repens grassy woodland; also occurs in 

DVG 

Riparian communities: 

6 Pomaderris apetala–Micrantheum hexandrum–Beyeria 

viscosa closed riparian scrub; also occurs in SRE & 

WVI 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) Dry 

sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-sdAM Sedgy Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also 

occurs in DAC, DSC, DAS & DAZ 

DRY-scAM Scrubby Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also 

occurs in DAC, DSC, DAS & DAZ  
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Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on sandstone (DAS) 

General description 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on 

sandstone is characterised by an open canopy of 

E. amygdalina, uneven in age and tending not to 

exceed 25 m in height. 

They are dry sclerophyll communities with tall 

shrubby understoreys and a shrubby, sedgy or 

sometimes grassy ground layer. 

 

Coningham. Nepelle Temby. 

Example localities 

Sand River Road to the north of Buckland; 

Coningham. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

In some situations, Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 

woodland on sandstone (DAS) may be confused 

with Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and 

woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ), but is 

differentiated primarily by the substrate: DAZ 

typically occurs on Tertiary gravels rather than 

consolidated sediments. Likewise, E. amygdalina 

forest on mudstone (DAM) may be similar, but 

DAM occurs on finer- grained sedimentary 

substrates and has a less diverse and generally 

sparser understorey. E. amygdalina coastal forest and 

woodland (DAC) may also occur on sandy soil, but 

in DAS, sandstone outcrops are usually conspicuous, 

the understorey is more open and uneven in height, 

and there are more species tolerant of dry 

situations. 

RFA mapping unit 

DAS is equivalent to RFA AS. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on 

sandstone is most common in the southern 

Midlands, but also occurs elsewhere in the south-

east and more sporadically in other lowland regions, 

extending to lower altitudes on the Central Plateau. 

It occurs occasionally throughout the geographic 

range of E. amygdalina on suitable rock types. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community occurs on sandstones (mainly 

Triassic sandstones in the south and south-east but 

also on sandier Permian sediments and Mathinna 

sediments in the north-east) or sandstone derived 

soils. The landform tends to be undulating and the 

altitudinal range is from sea level to about 600 m. 

Soils tend to be deep to moderately deep, but 

sandstone outcrops are present in many areas. 

Drainage is generally good. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

The community, usually dominated by E. amygdalina, 

occurs as uneven-aged stands of open forest or 

woodland, with tree height generally < 25 m. 

E. obliqua is often co-dominant or subdominant, 

especially in gullies or on shaded slopes. E. viminalis 

is generally present as a minor or subdominant 

species; however, on deeper soils it can be locally 

dominant. E. globulus and E. tenuiramis can be 

present, sometimes in small (~ 2–5 ha) patches. 

E. ovata may be present where the community is on 

more poorly–drained sites (e.g. flats). Acacia 

dealbata is a common understorey tree species. 

Acacia dealbata, Allocasuarina littoralis and Banksia 

marginata typically represent the second stratum of 

small trees/tall shrubs. The ground stratum varies 

with soil type. Where the podsol soils are relatively 

deep, heath and legume species are dominant. On 

shallower soils, graminoids such as Lomandra 

longifolia predominate and the shrub species are less 

abundant. In undisturbed sites, the low shrub layer is 

diverse but grazing and a relatively high fire-

frequency can reduce diversity in many sites, with 

Pteridium esculentum becoming dominant. Shrub 

species such as Melaleuca squarrosa and M. squamea 

and sedges/rushes can dominate in drainage lines. 

Native grasses and Lomandra longifolia are present 

on soils with high clay content. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4b Heathy Eucalyptus amygdalina forest on sandstone; 

also occurs in DAC, DAZ & DAM 

5d Shrubby E. amygdalina forest; also occurs in DAC, 

DAD, DAM & DSC 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest / woodland; 

also occurs in DVC, DAZ & DAM 

DRY-gVIM Grassy Eucalyptus viminalis forest/woodland; 

also occurs in DVG & DAM 

DRY-shVIM Shrubby Eucalyptus forest; also occurs in 

DAD, DAC, DAM & DSC  
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Eucalyptus amygdalina forest on mudstone (DAM) 

General description 

E. amygdalina forest on mudstone (DAM) is typically 

dominated by E. amygdalina. E. viminalis is a 

widespread co-occurring species. 

The community has a dry sclerophyll understorey, 

which is generally species-poor. DAM is strongly 

associated with relatively dry sites on Permian 

mudstone (mainly in south-east Tasmania) or 

mudstone-derived sediments and metasediments of 

the Mathinna series (Devonian origin) in the north-

east of the State. 

 

New Norfolk. Andrew Crane. 

Example localities 

West-facing slopes of the Meehan Range and 

associated hills (e.g. Rokeby Hills and Natone Hill); 

dry slopes in the Mathinna and Rossarden areas. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

DAM has a distinctive understorey (described 

below) that, along with the substrate, can distinguish 

it from most other vegetation types. However, it can 

grade into several other dry sclerophyll and damp 

sclerophyll forest communities. DAM generally 

occurs on relatively insolated slopes, but may grade 

into DAZ on valley flats (mainly in the Midlands). 

Mosaics of DAM and E. amygdalina forest on 

sandstone (DAS) are reasonably common on 

Mathinna series substrate. In the south-east, DAM 

can grade into E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments (DTO), which has a high fidelity to 

exposed mudstone sites, and even E. risdonii forest 

(DRI) on exposed lower slopes of the Meehan 

Range, where the three species can form complex 

hybrid swarms. 

E. amygdalina dominated forests on Mathinna (meta) 

sediments (and other clayey substrates) in hinterland 

areas of the north-east and West Tamar (< 300 m 

altitude) generally have floristic affinities with Coastal 

E. amygdalina forest (DAC). DAC is extensive on 

siliceous substrate in this part of the north-east and 

north of the State. 

On more humid sites throughout most of its range, 

DAM grades into dry E. obliqua forest (DOB), 

E. amygdalina–E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest 

(DSC), or dry E. delegatensis forest (DDE) at higher 

altitudes. 

DAM is a forest type that rarely occurs in a 

woodland form. 

RFA mapping unit 

DAM is included in RFA AM 

Distribution 

E. amygdalina forest on mudstone has two main 

centres of distribution: the north-east uplands and 

the lower Derwent Valley. DAM also occurs locally 

in other dry and subhumid regions of the State. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 
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Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

In the north-east, DAM occurs most extensively on 

Devonian (Mathinna series) argillaceous sediments 

and metasediments in inland and upland areas (200–

600 m altitude). It particularly occurs on drier slopes 

and benches of catchments (e.g. North Esk and Tyne 

River catchments) that discharge into the broad 

inland valleys (notably the Midlands and Fingal 

Valley). DAM also occurs on Permian mudstone in 

the north-east (e.g. Blessington area). 

In the south-east, DAM occurs mainly on Permian 

mudstone in the southern Midlands and lower 

Derwent Valley, at an altitudinal range from sea level 

to 300 m. It is most extensive in the Meehan Range 

and associated hills, particularly on insolated slopes. 

It has been cleared over much of its range in the 

undulating country of the southern Midlands, but 

remnant stands are still evident, particularly on steep 

or broken terrain. 

The composition and structure of the vegetation are 

influenced by physical site conditions (e.g. aspect and 

humidity) and land use (e.g. fire history, grazing, 

logging practices and proximity to urban areas). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

DAM is typically dominated by E. amygdalina, but 

E. viminalis is a widespread subdominant or minor 

species, sometimes becoming very common as in 

some locations around Blessington and at the base 

of the Western Tiers and in the Howrah Hills. 

E. obliqua (lower altitudes) and E. delegatensis 

(higher altitudes) are common co-occurring species, 

becoming more frequent on sites with higher fertility 

or moisture availability. E. globulus, E. tenuiramis 

(and E. risdonii in the Meehan Range) may also be 

present in DAM in the south-east. Most stands have 

more than one eucalypt species and a range of age 

classes. E. rubida may co- dominate in north-east 

Tasmania. 

The trees are typically less than 30 m tall, but may 

be taller on more humid or protected sites. On 

more insolated or infertile sites (e.g. parts of the 

Meehan Range), trees of less than 20 m tall are 

common, particularly where there has been a history 

of frequent fires. 

The understorey is relatively species-poor, 

compared to that of most Tasmanian dry sclerophyll 

forest communities. This may reflect the exposure 

or infertility of many sites, fire history, land use, or a 

combination of these. 

Secondary trees and tall shrubs include Allocasuarina 

littoralis, Acacia dealbata, Exocarpos cupressiformis 

and regenerating eucalypts. Lower to mid-height 

shrubs can be reasonably dense, particularly on 

infrequently burnt sites. Other common plants 

include some Fabaceae (e.g. Pultenaea species, 

Daviesia species, Indigofera australis, Bossiaea 

obcordata); Mimosaceae (e.g. Acacia species); 

Epacridaceae (e.g. Epacris impressa, Leucopogon 

virgatus, Astroloma humifusum) and Asteraceae (e.g. 

Ozothamnus obcordatus, Olearia species), as well as 

shrubs (Dodonaea viscosa, Pimelea species, 

Rhytidosporum procumbens). The ground layer is 

often dominated by Pteridium esculentum. 

Sclerophyllous graminoids include Lomandra 

longifolia, Dianella species (D. revoluta and 

D. brevicaulis are strongly associated with drier sites) 

and Lepidosperma species. Native grasses (e.g. 

Austrostipa species, Austrodanthonia species) are 

dense on some sites, usually where Pteridium 

esculentum is sparse. However, the cover and 

diversity of grasses and forbs are typically sparse, 

though orchids and other seasonal herbs can be 

conspicuous when conditions are favourable. Many 

sites are characterised by high exposure of mineral 

soil. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

5 Eucalyptus viminalis–Poa sieberiana grassy woodland 

6 Eucalyptus viminalis–E. amygdalina–Dianella revoluta 

grassy woodland 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2b Grassy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DAD, DMW & DAZ 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gVIM Grassy Eucalyptus viminalis forest/woodland; 

also occurs in DVG & DAS 

DRY-hAM Heathy Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also 

occurs in DAC, DAZ & DAS 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs 

in DVC, DAC, DAS & DAZ 

DRY-shVIM Shrubby Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DAD, DAC, DAS & DSC  
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Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) 

General description 

Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland 

on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) is dominated by 

E. amygdalina, E. viminalis, E. pauciflora or 

occasionally E. ovata. Dry sclerophyll shrubs (often 

low or prostrate species), Pteridium esculentum, and 

grasses or graminoids dominate the understorey. 

The structure and composition of the vegetation are 

determined by site characteristics (particularly 

fertility and drainage), fire history and land use. DAZ 

is strongly associated with lateritic sediments in the 

northern Midlands and Fingal Valley. 

 

Tom Gibson Nature Reserve. Tim Rudman. 

Example localities 

Quercus Park (Agfest site); Tom Gibson Nature 

Reserve. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

DAZ can grade into other dry sclerophyll forest and 

non-forest communities. There is a transition 

between DAZ and E. amygdalina forest on 

mudstone (DAM) or E. amygdalina forest and 

woodland on sandstone (DAS) adjacent to the 

broad flats of the Midlands and associated valleys. 

On small hills and outcrops in the Midlands, where 

DAZ occurs there can be no other communities, 

such as E. amygdalina forest and woodland on 

dolerite (DAD); E. viminalis grassy forest and 

woodland (DVG); E. pauciflora forest and woodland 

on dolerite (DPD); and other grassy non-forest 

communities. As drainage becomes progressively 

more impeded, forest and woodland dominated by 

E. amygdalina, E. viminalis or E. pauciflora, usually 

with co-occurring E. ovata, grade into E. ovata forest 

and woodland (DOV) or sedgeland and wetland 

communities in swamps and lagoons. Localised 

patches of E. ovata forest and woodland in this 

mosaic can be allocated to DAZ, but larger areas 

should be identified as DOV. In more humid 

environments, such as riparian corridors and the 

more forested margins of broad valleys, DAZ can 

grade into E. obliqua dry forest (DOB) or E. 

amygdalina– E. obliqua damp sclerophyll forest 

(DSC). 

Forests dominated by E. amygdalina (and to a lesser 

extent E. viminalis) on Recent sand and alluvium or 

siliceous Tertiary sediments in coastal and hinterland 

areas of the north-east should be allocated to DAC. 

In the central north around Bridgenorth there is a 

subtle gradation with E. amygdalina forest and 

woodland on dolerite (DAD) and even damp 

sclerophyll forest. 

RFA mapping unit 

DAZ is included in RFA AIC. 

Distribution 

DAZ occurs mainly on the broad flats of the 

northern Midlands and the Fingal Valley, with some 

outlying sites in the West Tamar–Westbury area; 

east coast (Cranbrook–Swansea area); northern 

Midlands, including Cleveland–Epping Forest area; 

and the Cressy–Blackwood Creek area. 
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Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TNM, TNS, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

DAZ occurs predominantly below 300 m in altitude, 

and the landform is typically flat or undulating (with 

sand ridges and banks of low relief). Sites in these 

subhumid climatic regions are prone to heavy frosts 

and unseasonable droughts. 

The typical substrates are Tertiary ironstone gravels, 

which are mainly dominated by E. amygdalina or 

E. viminalis, and Recent sand and alluvium, which is 

mainly dominated by E. viminalis, E. pauciflora or 

occasionally E. ovata (the last species on sites with 

impeded drainage). The different tree associations 

have corresponding differences in understorey 

structure and floristic composition (discussed further 

below). These associations form forest and 

woodland mosaics, sometimes with non-forest 

vegetation such as native grasslands and wetlands, in 

the few areas where large and relatively undisturbed 

stands remain. 

Aboriginal land use is likely to have influenced the 

composition and structure of DAZ, largely through 

the use of fire. The wool-growing potential of the 

Midlands forests and woodlands was recognised 

early by European settlers. Since then, different 

histories of fire and land use have affected the 

structure and composition of the overstorey and 

understorey. Some sites with a long history of 

disturbance have a high diversity of native species, 

including threatened species. Other stands are 

substantially degraded, usually by a combination of 

land use practices and other factors implicated in 

rural tree decline. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

DAZ can be dominated by E. amygdalina, 

E. viminalis, E. pauciflora or occasionally E. ovata, 

depending on site characteristics (see above). DAZ 

generally contains several age classes of more than 

one eucalypt species, unless regeneration has been 

curtailed by grazing or unfavourable site conditions. 

E. amygdalina or E. viminalis tend to dominate on 

Tertiary gravels, while E. viminalis or E. pauciflora 

dominate on sand and alluvium. Localised areas 

dominated by E. ovata in the Midlands, generally on 

poorly– drained flats and the margins of lagoons, can 

also be subsumed into the community. Other co- 

occurring eucalypts include E. rubida (Fingal Valley 

and Poatina area) and E. rodwayi (poorly–drained 

and frost-susceptible flats). 

Tree height is typically less than 25 m, and may be 

considerably less on poorly–drained or relatively 

infertile sites. DAZ can occur as forest or woodland, 

and grades into open woodlands on sites where tree 

density is low because of pre-European or European 

land management. 

Throughout much of its range prior to European 

settlement, DAZ may have occurred mainly as 

woodland with spreading wide-crowned trees; its 

open structure maintained by aboriginal burning 

practices. With European settlement, changes in land 

use, including changes in fire regimes, may have 

resulted in many stands assuming a forest structure 

through in-filling by younger trees. However, DAZ 

still occurs as woodland (or even open woodland) in 

many areas. This is partly because of attrition of 

trees by decades of occasional logging and rural tree 

decline, coupled with failure of eucalypt regeneration 

because of unfavourable site conditions caused by, 

for example, grazing by stock and native animals. 

Less than 10% of DAZ is known to be classed as 

old-growth – a reflection of the long history of 

settlement and pastoralism in Tasmania’s agricultural 

heartland. However, many trees throughout the 

range of DAZ have old-growth characteristics, 

because of fire history or insect attack (which can 

create butt rot and hollows), or factors operating in 

rural tree decline (which can cause premature 

senescence and death). 

The understorey varies greatly in structure and 

composition. This is related to physical site 
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characteristics (e.g. fertility, drainage), fire history, 

land use, or a combination of these. 

Secondary trees and tall shrubs include Allocasuarina 

littoralis, Banksia marginata, Acacia dealbata, 

Exocarpos cupressiformis and regenerating 

eucalypts. Cover is generally sparse, though dense 

copses of Allocasuarina and Banksia are a feature of 

some sites in the Epping Forest–Cleveland area. The 

lower to mid- height shrubs can be diverse in forests 

dominated by E. amygdalina and E. viminalis, 

particularly on ironstone gravels, but are often sparse 

in forests dominated by E. pauciflora. Apart from 

regeneration of the tree species mentioned above, 

common species include several legumes (e.g. Acacia 

species, Pultenaea species, Dillwynia species, Aotus 

ericoides, Bossiaea species), and epacrids (e.g. 

Epacris impressa, Leucopogon species, Astroloma 

humifusum). Other shrubs include Pimelea species, 

Leptospermum scoparium (poorly–drained sites), 

Spyridium vexilliferum, Stenanthemum pimeleoides 

and Hibbertia species. 

The ground layer is often dominated by Pteridium 

esculentum on sandy sites, and more sporadically on 

other substrates on well–drained sites. 

Sclerophyllous graminoids include Lomandra 

longifolia, Lepidosperma laterale, Dianella species 

(widespread), Lepidosperma concavum (sandy sites), 

Lepidosperma longitudinale, Juncus species and 

Baumea species (poorly–drained sites). Native 

grasses are diverse and locally abundant on relatively 

fertile sites. They include Themeda triandra, 

Austrostipa species, Austrodanthonia species and 

Poa species. DAZ can have a very high diversity of 

forbs, including lilies, daisies and orchids, particularly 

on more fertile sites. This diversity can be diminished 

by land use (grazing by stock, and possibly frequent 

firing on Recent sand) and establishment of weed 

species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2b Grassy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DAD, DMW & DAM 

2g Grassy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in 

DOV & DMW 

3c Sedgy E. amygdalina woodland; also occurs in DAC, 

DAS and DSC 

4h Heathy Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also occurs in 

DPO 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

4 Eucalyptus amygdalina–Caesia parviflora var. vittata 

grassy woodland 

9 Eucalyptus amygdalina/E. viminalis–Acacia dealbata–

Arthropodium strictum grassy woodland 

10 Eucalyptus amygdalina–Centrolepis strigosa grassy 

woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hAM Heathy Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also 

occurs in DAC, DAS, & DAM 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs 

in DVC, DAM & DAC  
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Eucalyptus amygdalina–Eucalyptus obliqua damp sclerophyll forest (DSC) 

General description 

Damp sclerophyll forest is characterised by the lack 

of a clear dominant eucalypt species. Typically, a 

variety of species grow in a mosaic that changes 

over short distances. Four eucalypt species are 

characteristic of the forest community: E. amygdalina, 

E. obliqua, E. ovata and E. viminalis. In some areas, 

E. rodwayi and E. pauciflora are also common 

components. The understorey varies from open and 

heathy, to dense scrub to broad-leaved shrubbery, 

depending on the fire-frequency, slope and aspect. 

 

Terry Hills Road, Golconda. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Brushy Lagoon (West Tamar). 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

A number of different Eucalyptus species growing in 

a fine-scale mosaic on generally fertile ground 

distinguishes this forest community from the other 

forest communities that the component eucalypts 

form when they become dominant. DSC does not 

occur as a woodland community. The community is 

sometimes close to Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and 

woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ). 

E. amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite 

(DAD), E. obliqua dry forest (DOB), E. obliqua wet 

forest (WOU), E. ovata forest and woodland 

(DOV), E. rodwayi forest and woodland (DRO), 

E. viminalis wet forest (DVG) and E. pauciflora forest 

and woodland on dolerite (DPD). 

RFA mapping unit 

DSC is equivalent to RFA DSC. 

Distribution 

This mapping unit is restricted to northern and 

north-eastern Tasmania. Its occurrence in the 

Tasmanian Central Highlands Bioregion is restricted 

to that bioregion’s boundary with the Tasmanian 

Northern Slopes and Tasmanian Northern Midlands 

Bioregions. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TCH, TNM, TNS. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The largest areas are on undulating country around 

Deloraine and Frankford that receive moderate 

rainfall. This community occurs on soils derived from 

basalt, dolerite, sandstone and alluvial soils. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

This community forms a mosaic of several eucalypt 

species – E. amygdalina, E. obliqua, E. ovata and 

E. viminalis. Although all may occur together, 

E. amygdalina and/or E. obliqua tend to be more 

dominant. The dominance and/or co- dominance of 

these eucalypt species can change rapidly due to the 

undulating terrain and changes in geology. Other 

tree species sometimes present are E. rodwayi, 

E. pauciflora, Acacia melanoxylon and A. dealbata. 

Tree height can be up to 40 m, but depends on the 

availability of moisture (drainage and aspect). 
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A dense understorey of tall, broad- and narrow- 

leafed shrubs and small trees typifies this community. 

The understorey can be either a relatively uniform 

mix of species or a mosaic that changes over short 

distances. The abundance and combinations of 

species in the understorey also depends on their 

response to microclimate and soil type. Common 

species include Banksia marginata, Acacia verticillata, 

A. dealbata, Pultenaea juniperina, Pomaderris 

apetala, Lomatia tinctoria, Leptospermum lanigerum, 

Melaleuca ericifolia, Exocarpos cupressiformis, 

Bedfordia salicina and Olearia lirata. Pteridium 

esculentum, Gahnia grandis and Gonocarpus 

teucrioides are common ground- layer species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

3b  Sedgy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in 

DOV, DOW. 

3c Sedgy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DAC & DPO 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

OV01 E. ovata–Acacia dealbata–Pomaderris apetala wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in DOV 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shAM Eucalyptus amygdalina forest; also occurs in 

DAD, DAC, DAS & DAM 

DRY-shOB Eucalyptus obliqua forest; also occurs in DOB 

DRY-shVIM Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs in 

DVG, DSC & DAC 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET-OV2 E. ovata–L. lanigerum wet sclerophyll forest; 

also occurs in DOV  
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Eucalyptus barberi forest and woodland (DBA) 

General description 

Eucalyptus barberi forest and woodland (DBA) is 

very localised in distribution in the Eastern Tiers on 

the central east coast. It occurs most commonly as 

mallee-form woodland in small patches on rock 

plates and rocky ridges within the distribution of 

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland (DPU). 

 

Cherry Tree Hill, north of Swansea. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Cherry Tree Hill, north of Swansea. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

DBA is distinguished from other dry eucalypt 

communities by the dominance of E. barberi. It 

intergrades with Eucalyptus pulchella forest and 

woodland (DPU). DPU includes small patches of 

vegetation dominated by E. barberi, which is often 

also a subdominant, co-dominant or understorey 

shrub. However, where E. barberi dominated 

patches are significant, the community is mapped as 

DBA. 

RFA mapping unit 

DBA is included in RFA P. 

Distribution 

Found only in small, isolated patches on the central 

east coast between Marion Bay and Douglas River. 

Note that for this distribution image the symbology 

has been emphasised to improve visibility of 

community distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Occupies dry, rocky dolerite ridges and north-facing 

slopes in the Eastern Tiers. The sites are generally 

drought-prone and between 200 m and 400 m in 

altitude. E. barberi is well adapted to frequent 

wetting and drying cycles and inhabits areas such as 

rock plates where other species cannot survive. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree is Eucalyptus barberi, which 

usually has a mallee form. Other eucalypts that may 

be present are Eucalyptus pulchella, E. globulus and 

E. viminalis. Callitris rhomboidea may be present. 

The tree height is usually less than 15 m because of 

the poor sites where this community grows. The 

solid crown canopy cover is less than 20% in nearly 

all cases. The understorey is variable, depending on 

the location, but is often grassy or sedgy; Lomandra 

longifolia is common. Small shrubs from the families 

Fabaceae and Epacridaceae also commonly occur. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

No equivalent floristic communities have been 

identified for this ecological vegetation community.   
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Eucalyptus coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) 

General description 

Eucalyptus coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) is 

a forest woodland complex that is widespread in the 

subalpine areas of Tasmania over about 600 m 

altitude. The type is primarily, but not always, 

associated with dolerite substrates. 

The understorey generally has a significant heathy or 

shrubby component. 

 

Lake St Clair. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Lake Fenton, Mt Field National Park. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Eucalyptus coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) 

can be distinguished from other types by the 

dominance of E. coccifera. Small areas dominated by 

E. urnigera, E. gunnii or E. archeri are also mapped as 

DCO where they occur in association with that 

type. DCO is a forest–woodland complex, as both 

are included in the same ecological vegetation 

community. 

RFA mapping unit 

DCO is equivalent to RFA C. 

Distribution 

Common throughout the Central Plateau, Mount 

Field Range and other subalpine areas in the south 

and west.  

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community is found on undulating alpine 

plateaus and steep mountain sides up to 1 200 m. 

The lower limit is generally 600 m, at the edges of 

plains or lakes, although in a few places in south-east 

Tasmania, E. coccifera grows at altitudes as low as 

390 m. The substrate is usually dolerite and 

E. coccifera commonly occurs on very rocky ground 

(rises and slopes where drainage is very good). High 

frost/drought tolerance allows the trees to grow in 

very exposed sites. A few known stands of 

E. coccifera are from quartzite areas, particularly 

around Cradle Mountain, and there are small stands 

on Permian sediments above 800 m in the west and 

south-west. E. archeri and E. urnigera subalpine and 

alpine woodlands are included in the DCO unit. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. coccifera. 

E. subcrenulata, E. gunnii, E. pauciflora, 

E. delegatensis, Athrotaxis cupressoides and 

A. selaginoides are sometimes present as 

subdominants. 

In subalpine areas, E. delegatensis may form forest or 

woodland on very rocky ground with a mix of 
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E. coccifera and E. delegatensis on the fringes. 

Around 1 000 m, E. pauciflora can be co- dominant 

with E. coccifera such as at Liawenee Moor. At 

lower altitudes (600–800 m) E. pauciflora largely 

replaces E. coccifera on these woodland margins. In 

swampy alpine areas, E. coccifera occupies the 

better-drained rises and mixes with E. gunnii at the 

edges. E. archeri occurs on rocky slopes at plateau 

edges, with or without E. coccifera. E. urnigera is 

found on rocky alpine plateaus and steep to 

moderate subalpine slopes down to 800 m, almost 

always with E. coccifera. Both E. archeri and 

E. urnigera have very restricted ranges. 

E. coccifera forests up to 20 m in height are 

generally restricted to sheltered sites on the eastern 

Central Plateau, Mount Field and north- western 

Tasmania. Some large E. coccifera trees also occur 

on Snug Tiers. There is evidence that large trees 

were more widespread before extensive wildfires in 

the 1960s. Woodland trees generally range from 5–

10 m in height. At exposed sites, it is usual for trees 

to show fire and frost damage, with the common 

form of recovery being regrowth from epicormic 

buds. E. archeri forms small, often spindly trees less 

than 8 m tall. 

Subalpine woodlands generally have a sparse heathy 

understorey among rocks, commonly including 

Richea sprengelioides, Orites revoluta, O. acicularis, 

Leptospermum rupestre, Coprosma nitida, 

Ozothamnus rodwayi and Cyathodes species. On 

less rocky sites, Richea pandanifolia and/or 

R. scoparia may occur together with rainforest 

species. Grasses, herbs and prostrate shrubs occur in 

openings. Long-unburned areas may support small 

conifers (small trees and shrubs) and/or Nothofagus 

gunnii. At lower altitudes, understorey dominance 

may change and include Coprosma nitida, Orites 

diversifolia, Acacia riceana, Banksia marginata, 

Telopea truncata, Hakea lissosperma and Tasmannia 

lanceolata. The ground layer may include Bauera 

rubioides, Planocarpa petiolaris, Cyathodes 

straminea and Orites revoluta. E. archeri occurs in 

exposed rocky areas above shrubby alpine heath. 

E. urnigera usually occurs over a shrubby 

understorey composed of Oxylobium ellipticum, 

Leptecophylla juniperina subsp. parvifolia, C. glauca, 

and Orites diversifolia. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5g Shrubby Eucalyptus coccifera woodland 

6f Shrubby subalpine Eucalyptus coccifera woodland 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

COC01 E. coccifera–E. delegatensis–G. potentilloides 

subalpine mixed forest 

COC10 E. coccifera–E. delegatensis–T. cunninghamii 

subalpine mixed forest 

URN E. urnigera subalpine mixed forest; also occurs in 

WDR; there is no TASVEG equivalent but it is most 

often associated with this mapping unit 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-cCOC Grassy Eucalyptus coccifera woodland 

DRY-shCOC Shrubby Eucalyptus coccifera forest 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET-URN2 Eucalyptus urnigera wet sclerophyll forest; 

also occurs in WDL; there is no TASVEG equivalent 

but it is most often associated with this mapping unit 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

2 Eucalyptus open forest over Baeckea gunniana–

Gleichenia alpina–Rubus gunnianus–ferny closed heath; 

also occurs in SHS, DDE, DPD & DRO  
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Eucalyptus cordata forest (DCR)

General description 

Eucalyptus cordata forest is a floristically and 

structurally variable community characterised by the 

presence of Eucalyptus cordata ranging in size from 

5 m shrubs to trees up to 30 m. E. cordata co-

occurs with a number of other eucalypt species, 

commonly E. pulchella. The floristic composition of 

this community varies more or less continuously 

from wet to dry sclerophyll floristic associations, and 

grows from sea level to subalpine areas 710 m in 

altitude. 

 

Lower Longley. Karen Ziegler. 

Example locality 

Subalpine area around Snug Tiers. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The presence of Eucalyptus cordata distinguishes this 

community from others. Eucalyptus cordata forest in 

wet forest mosaics is, however, included in the 

Eucalyptus delegatensis wet forest mapping.  

RFA mapping unit 

Eucalyptus cordata dominated vegetation was not 

identified by the RFA as a distinct mapping unit (or 

noted as occurring in other mapping units). It is likely 

DCR is included in RFA P, D or DT, depending on 

which of these units it was spatially associated with 

during mapping 

.

Distribution 

This rare community is found only in scattered 

populations in south-east Tasmania in the Tasmanian 

South East and Tasmanian Southern Ranges 

Bioregions on soils derived from dolerite. 

Populations are concentrated in two main 

geographic areas: the Mount Wellington Range in 

the west and in the general vicinity of Prossers 

Sugarloaf in the east. In terms of population size, the 

main stronghold is the subalpine area around Snug 

Tiers. However, populations of Eucalyptus cordata 

are widespread in south-east Tasmania including 

populations on Bruny and Maria Islands. Note that 

for this distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

E. cordata is confined to the south-east of Tasmania 

over an altitudinal range from near sea level to 

710 m, where its patchy distribution closely follows 

the limits of the south-eastern glacial refuge. 

Populations mainly occur on medium to deep clay-

loam soils, ranging in pH from 6.0 to 7.0 and derived 

from dolerite. 
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Only two mappable populations occur on Permian 

mudstone. Soils are usually well- to poorly–drained, 

although several eastern populations occur on 

shallow soils on relatively steep, extremely well-

drained sites. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. cordata. Stands of 

E. cordata are rarely pure; the pure stands at 

Moogara, on the top of Perpendicular Mountain, on 

Cape Queen Elizabeth and Penguin Island are 

exceptions. The main eucalypt species associated 

with E. cordata are E. pulchella, E. globulus, 

E. obliqua, E. delegatensis and E. viminalis. Occasional 

associates include E. coccifera, E. tenuiramis and, 

very occasionally, E. rubida, E. urnigera and 

E. johnstonii. 

In the east, E. cordata often occurs as a stunted 

mallee understorey species scattered beneath dry, 

open, lowland woodland dominated by E. pulchella 

with associated E. globulus. However, with increasing 

altitude and rainfall in the west, there is a shift 

toward greater cover and site dominance by 

E. cordata and co- occurrence with species more 

commonly associated with wetter or subalpine 

habitats. It is only in these wetter sites that 

E. cordata achieves tree height. In many cases, 

particularly in the west of its range, E. cordata tends 

to replace surrounding eucalypt species on wetter 

sites and sites with poor–drainage dominated by the 

sedge Gahnia grandis. 

Stands of E. cordata vary more or less continuously 

in floristic composition. Sites can be broadly 

separated into wet and dry sclerophyll floristic 

groups. Within the dry sclerophyll group, 

populations may be separated into dry coastal or 

wetter inland, floristic groups. The coastal sites are 

characterised by the absence of the less drought 

tolerant dry sclerophyll species and the presence of 

Allocasuarina verticillata and Banksia marginata. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5h  Shrubby Eucalyptus cordata forest 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET-CORD1 E. cordata wet sclerophyll forest 
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Eucalyptus dalrympleana–Eucalyptus pauciflora forest and woodland (DDP) 

General description 

DDP is a subalpine community prominent on the 

Central Plateau and southern end of Ben Lomond in 

which Eucalyptus dalrympleana and E. pauciflora are 

mixed, including areas that grade from 

E. dalrympleana dominance upslope to E. pauciflora 

on flats and at the edges of moorlands. 

 

Lakeside Island, Interlaken. Christine Corbett. 

Example locality 

Laughing Jack Road, Eastern Central Plateau. 

Distinguishing features and similar types 

This mapping unit applies to areas where 

E. dalrympleana and E. pauciflora co-occur and to 

those where there is a gradation from 

E. dalrympleana dominance to E. pauciflora fringes of 

moorland and valleys. Pure E. pauciflora is mapped 

as DPD where it occurs in broad belts and/or where 

E. dalrympleana is absent. Pure E. dalrympleana 

forest, or where E. dalrympleana is co-dominant with 

E. delegatensis, is mapped as WDA. 

RFA mapping unit 

DDP is included in RFA D where the forest is short, 

or RFA DT where forest is tall. It is likely DDP is also 

included in RFA PJ, if it was spatially associated with 

this unit during mapping. 

Distribution 

This community has its stronghold in the south-

eastern lower Central Plateau and in the north-east.  

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

These forests and woodlands typically occur 

between about 600 m and 750 m altitude on 

dolerite, basalt or occasionally metamorphosed 

Permian rocks on the eastern Central Plateau and 

on granite or Mathinna series mudstones in the 

north-east. The ground is generally gently sloping, 

rather rocky and well-drained, with reasonably fertile 

mineral soils developed between the boulders. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

E. dalrympleana trees may reach 30–40 m in height, 

with E. pauciflora generally shorter. Woodland is 

more common than forest. 

The understorey is generally a fairly sparse heath 

between 0.5 and 1.5 m tall. Typically, it includes 

Richea procera, Lomatia tinctoria, L. polymorpha and 

Tasmannia lanceolata in the tallest layer, with shorter 

Epacris gunnii, Leucopogon hookeri, Allocasuarina 

monilifera, Pultenaea juniperina, Pteridium 

esculentum and Leptecophylla juniperina over a 

ground layer of grass (mainly Poa gunnii) and herbs.  
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Oxylobium ellipticum, Grevillea australis, Hakea 

lissosperma and H. epiglottis may be prominent. 

Lepidosperma filiforme, Sprengelia incarnata, 

Diplarrena latifolia and Hovea montana may occur in 

the intermediate layer. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5i Shrubby Eucalyptus dalrympleana/E. viminalis forest; 

also occurs in WDA 

6d Grassy-shrubby subalpine Eucalyptus pauciflora 

woodland; also occurs in DPD 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gDAL Grassy Eucalyptus dalrympleana forest 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

11 Eucalyptus pauciflora–E. viminalis woodland over 

Leptospermum lanigerum grassy-sedgy closed scrub  
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Eucalyptus delegatensis dry forest and woodland (DDE) 

General description 

Eucalyptus delegatensis forms an open canopy in the 

dry forests and woodlands it dominates. The 

understorey’s composition and structure vary greatly, 

depending on fire-frequency. 

 

Lake Highway near the Steppes State Reserve. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

The Steppes Forest Reserve on the Lake Highway 

south of Great Lake. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community differs from the wet E. delegatensis 

forest types WDB, WDL, WDR, and WDU in that 

it has an open understorey with occasional tall 

shrubs and a short shrub or heath layer. In contrast, 

the wet forest equivalents have a dense wet shrub 

or tree understorey. In many places in DDE, 

E. dalrympleana is a subdominant or co- dominant. 

Where it is dominant, the forest is mapped as 

WDA. 

RFA mapping unit 

DDE is equivalent to RFA D. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus delegatensis dry forest and woodland 

occurs on upland ranges and plateaux mainly in 

northern and eastern Tasmania and the Central 

Highlands. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community occurs mainly in association with 

dolerite, but also on basalt, sandstone and granite. 

The sites are typically well–drained. The surface rock 

can be continuous on talus slopes, boulder-fields and 

outcropping rock platforms. 

The altitudinal range of this community is about 500 

m to 900 m (1 050 m on the Central Plateau), 

although in areas that receive cold-air drainage, it will 

extend downslope to below 300 m. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is dominated by E. delegatensis, with 

E. dalrympleana a subdominant in some 

E. delegatensis communities. 

E. amygdalina is the most widespread peppermint 

subdominant species. E. nitida is most frequent in 

the north-west, and E. pulchella and E. tenuiramis 

are occasional subdominants in the east and south-

east. In the Forth River catchment, the peppermint 

E. radiata subsp. robertsonii is an occasional 

subdominant. 
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E. coccifera, E. urnigera, E. subcrenulata and 

E. johnstonii are localised subdominants on exposed 

sites in subalpine communities on the Central 

Plateau and on mountains in the east and south-east. 

On the margins of frost hollows and marshes, 

E. pauciflora may be present. At the lower altitude 

limits of E. delegatensis, E. obliqua may be a co-

dominant or subdominant, and E. viminalis or 

E. viminalis/ E. dalrympleana hybrids may replace 

E. dalrympleana as a subdominant. E. rubida may 

replace E. dalrympleana in the Upper Derwent 

Valley. In south-east Tasmania, E. globulus occurs 

locally and E. cordata has a very localised distribution 

as an understorey shrub and occasionally as a tree. 

E. delegatensis typically forms open forests, though 

on exposed sites trees may often have a low, 

spreading, woodland form. Stands can be even- or 

uneven-aged. 

The composition and structure of the understorey 

vary greatly, depending on fire-frequency. The shrub 

layer is typically sparse in areas of high fire-frequency. 

The tall shrub layer is generally sparse and species-

poor, with the most frequent species being Acacia 

dealbata. Other species include Exocarpos 

cupressiformis, Acacia melanoxylon, Banksia 

marginata and Olearia viscosa. The lower shrub layer 

is also sparse, the most common species being 

Pultenaea juniperina, Lomatia tinctoria, Olearia 

phlogopappa, Leptecophylla juniperina subsp. 

parvifolia and Cyathodes glauca. The ground layer in 

frequently fired areas is dominated by tussock-

forming grasses, with Pteridium esculentum, 

Lomandra longifolia and herb species also being 

common. 

As fire-frequency decreases, the prominence of the 

grasses decreases, with a corresponding increase in 

abundance and/or diversity of shrub and fern 

species. High altitude E. delegatensis on basalt has an 

understorey dominated by grass, notably Poa 

species. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2a Grassy Eucalyptus delegatensis forest 

5b Shrubby Eucalyptus delegatensis forest 

6a Grassy subalpine Eucalyptus delegatensis forest 

6e Shrubby subalpine Eucalyptus delegatensis forest 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

DAL00 E. dalrympleana/E. delegatensis–L. tinctoria wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in WDA & WDU 

DEL0000 E. delegatensis–B. salicina–L. tinctoria wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in WDB & WDA 

DEL1101 E. delegatensis–P. juniperina– P. labillardierei 

subalpine mixed forest; also occurs in WDR 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

24 Eucalyptus delegatensis– Australopyrum pectinatum 

grassy woodland 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

2 Eucalyptus open forest over Baeckea gunniana–

Gleichenia alpina–Rubus gunnianus–ferny closed heath; 

also occurs in, SHS, DPD, DCO & DRO 

12 Eucalyptus delegatensis woodland over 

Leptospermum lanigerum grassy-herby-ferny closed-

scrub  
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Eucalyptus globulus dry forest and woodland (DGL) 

General description 

Eucalyptus globulus dry forest and woodland is 

dominated by a canopy of E. globulus that varies in 

height from about 40 m in productive coastal areas 

to < 20 m on poor soils in more arid inland areas. 

The understorey in this forest community is usually 

dominated by native grasses and Lomandra 

longifolia, with a sparse cover of tall shrubs and a 

sparse low shrub layer. 

 

Maria Island. Sophie Underwood. 

Example localities 

Maria Island National Park; Meehan Range Nature 

Recreation Area; Three Thumbs State Reserve. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. globulus dry forest and woodland often forms a 

mosaic with E. pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) 

as moisture availability decreases. The characteristic 

difference between these two communities is the 

low proportion of E. pulchella (< 30%) in the 

canopy of DGL. Often small areas of forest are 

dominated by E. globulus within a matrix of 

E. pulchella– E. globulus–E. viminalis forest; these 

have been mapped as E. globulus forest where they 

extend over more than 1 or 2 ha. 

RFA mapping unit 

DGL is equivalent to RFA GG. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus globulus dry forest and woodland occurs 

in coastal areas of east and south-east Tasmania and 

in sub-coastal areas especially between Buckland and 

Oatlands. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community grows on dolerite ridges, slopes and 

flats. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. globulus, with 

E. amygdalina, E. pulchella, E. viminalis, E. ovata and 

E. obliqua sometimes present. 

The tree height of this community varies from about 

40 m in productive coastal areas to < 20 m on poor 

soils in more arid inland areas. The height depends 

on moisture availability and soil depth. 

The understorey is usually dominated by native 

grasses and Lomandra longifolia, with a sparse cover 

of tall shrubs that may include Banksia marginata, 

Acacia dealbata, A. mearnsii, Exocarpos 

cupressiformis, Allocasuarina verticillata and Bursaria 

spinosa. 
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In areas where fires are frequent and/or grazing is 

intensive and prolonged, and in very rocky areas, this 

tall shrub layer may be absent. 

The low shrub layer is also sparse, with Epacris 

impressa, Hibbertia riparia, Astroloma humifusum, 

Lissanthe strigosa, Acrotriche serrulata and 

Leptecophylla divaricata occurring occasionally. The 

diverse ground layer is dominated by grasses and 

Lomandra longifolia. Common species include Poa 

species, Themeda triandra, Dichelachne species, 

Austrostipa species, Austrodanthonia species. 

Occasional species are Agrostis species, 

Lepidosperma species, Lomandra longifolia and 

Dianella revoluta. Frequent herbs include Viola 

hederacea, Wahlenbergia species, Leptorhynchos 

squamatus, Bossiaea prostrata and Gonocarpus 

tetragynus. 

In wetter situations and aspects, the dry E. globulus 

forest community grades into E. obliqua forests. In 

these transitional zones E. globulus is still dominant, 

but E. obliqua can become subdominant. Mixtures of 

wet and dry sclerophyll shrubs become prominent 

on wetter sites; these include Acacia dealbata, 

A. melanoxylon, Cassinia aculeata, Olearia lirata, 

Olearia viscosa, Bedfordia salicina and Pomaderris 

apetala. There are areas of shrubby forest on the 

foothills of Mount Wellington that have an upper 

canopy of E. globulus over a secondary canopy of 

eucalypts dominated by E. obliqua with a higher 

stem density than is found in other facies of this 

community 

.

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2d  Grassy Eucalyptus globulus–E. viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DPU 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

GLOB1 E. globulus–P. labillardierei–H. radicata wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in WGL 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

13 Eucalyptus globulus–Allocasuarina verticillata–Agrostis 

aemula grassy woodland 

T8 Austrodanthonia spp.–Poa rodwayi–Agrostis aemula 

tussock grassland; also occurs in GRP, GTL, GCL & 

NAV 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shGLOB Shrubby Eucalyptus globulus forest; also 

occurs in DVC & DPU 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

7 Eucalyptus viminalis–E. globulus–E. obliqua– 

E. amygdalina woodland over Beyeria viscosa–

Exocarpos cupressiformis sedgy, grassy, ferny or 

heathy closed scrub  
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Eucalyptus gunnii woodland (DGW) 

General description 

Eucalyptus gunnii woodland is dominated by 

E. gunnii (both subspecies gunnii and subspecies 

divaricata) occasionally growing to 20 m, but more 

commonly 5–10 m in height. Other less common 

eucalypt species in this community are E. coccifera 

and E. delegatensis. 

This is a subalpine community with a variably grassy, 

sedgy or ferny bog understorey. 

 

 

Near Steppes. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Lake Highway near Great Lake. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community occurs in more poorly–drained sites 

than other nearby communities with which it may 

intergrade, such as Eucalyptus coccifera forest and 

woodland (DCO) and Eucalyptus delegatensis dry 

forest and woodland or woodland (DDE). Such sites 

are indicated by understorey and ground-layer 

species typical of wetter environments. 

RFA mapping unit 

DGW is included in RFA C. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus gunnii woodland is found primarily on the 

Central Plateau, Cradle Mountain National Park and 

the central north-west in western Tasmania, and 

Snow Hill and Fingal Tiers in the east. While the 

Tasmanian Central Highlands Bioregion is the 

stronghold for DGW, small patches occur in the 

Tasmanian Northern Slopes Bioregion at its 

boundary with the Tasmanian Central Highlands 

Bioregion, and also in highland areas of the Ben 

Lomond, Tasmanian South East and Tasmanian 

Southern Ranges Bioregions. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNS, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The woodland community mainly occurs above 

800 m altitude and extends up to about 1 050 m on 

the Central Plateau, with a wider range in the north 

east (500–1 200 m) and relict populations at lower 

altitudes. It is best developed on fertile basalt plains 

(e.g. Miena, Middlesex Plains), but also occurs in 

valleys on glacial outwash (e.g. Pelion Plains, Cradle 

Valley) and on poorly–drained plateaus underlain by 

dolerite or sedimentary rocks. Such sites are often at 
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the edges of broad, frost–prone valleys (e.g. 

February Plains, Pinestone Valley, Reedy Lake, 

western side of Great Lake). The lowland 

occurrences in the east and far north-west are also 

in small, cold hollows. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is dominated by E. gunnii subspecies 

gunnii and subspecies divaricata. 

E. coccifera and E. delegatensis are sometimes 

present. E. coccifera usually occupies the best- 

drained ground on large swampy alpine plains, 

mingling with E. gunnii as the ground becomes 

wetter. E. gunnii forest is mapped with DCO, and is 

rare. On basalt plains E. gunnii may be dominant or 

accompanied by E. delegatensis, the latter becoming 

dominant on steep slopes such as at the edges of 

old lava flows. At lower altitudes, E. gunnii may fringe 

E. pauciflora woodland. E. gunnii and E. subcrenulata 

woodlands may occur close together but are never 

combined: E. subcrenulata grows on slopes where 

drainage and cold air are less limiting to it. E. gunnii 

sometimes occurs as a dominant in subalpine tall 

forests with E. delegatensis and E. dalrympleana. 

E. gunnii woodland is often associated with 

woodlands of E. rodwayi in waterlogged subalpine 

areas and around frost hollows. 

On the most suitable sites, near Great Lake, E. gunnii 

can exceed 20 m in height, as tall, straight trees. 

Broad, branching trees may develop where they are 

well spaced. Trees 5–10 m high with juvenile foliage 

retained for many years are characteristic in areas of 

poor– drainage and frost hollows. 

On basalt plains, the understorey is grassy (mainly 

Poa gunnii) and herbaceous, with scattered small 

shrubs of Leucopogon montanus, Richea acerosa, 

Epacris gunnii, Olearia phlogopappa, Oxylobium 

ellipticum and sometimes Hovea montana. Less 

fertile sites have Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus 

and Lepidosperma filiforme, with scattered shrubs 

including Monotoca linifolia var. algida, Leptecophylla 

juniperina, Olearia pinifolia, Leucopogon montanus 

and Coprosma nitida. In the wettest areas the 

understorey may be sedgy fern bogs with Baloskion 

australe and Gleichenia alpina over Sphagnum, with 

emergent Melaleuca virens. In subalpine tall forests, 

the understorey is shrubby and includes rainforest 

species, but this is an unusual situation for E. gunnii. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

6c Grassy, sedgy subalpine Eucalyptus gunnii/ E. archeri 

woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-sdGUN Sedgy Eucalyptus gunnii woodland 

DRY-shGUN Shrubby Eucalyptus gunnii forest  
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Eucalyptus morrisbyi forest and woodland (DMO) 

General description 

Eucalyptus morrisbyi forests and woodlands are 

dominated by a sparse canopy of E. morrisbyi trees 

less than 15 m tall. They are dry sclerophyll 

communities with shrubby understoreys and a grassy 

ground layer. 

 

Calverts Hill. Bronwyn Hayes. 

Example locality 

Calverts Hill Nature Reserve. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community is distinguished by the presence of 

the Tasmanian endemic eucalypt E. morrisbyi. It is 

similar to Eucalyptus risdonii forest (DRI) in 

structure. All E. morrisbyi dominated vegetation is 

mapped as DMO. 

RFA mapping unit 

DMO is equivalent to RFA MO. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus morrisbyi forest and woodland occurs 

only on mainland Tasmania where its distribution is 

extremely localised in two populations: Calverts Hill 

(north of Cremorne) and in the East Risdon Nature 

Reserve on the eastern shore of the River Derwent. 

Note that for this distribution image the symbology 

has been emphasised to improve visibility of 

community distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

In natural stands, both core populations of this 

community occur in coastal, dry sclerophyll 

woodland on gentle to hilly slopes with poor–

drainage. The community occurs on Recent sands 

overlying dolerite at Calverts Hill and on Permian 

mudstone at Risdon. Additional information can be 

found in Wiltshire et al. (1991). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species in both populations of 

this community is E. morrisbyi. E. tenuiramis is 

sometimes present in the Calverts Hill population 

and E. amygdalina and E. globulus co-occur in the 

Risdon population. Tree height is generally < 15 m 

and the community most commonly occurs in 

woodland density. 

The larger of the two populations is at Calverts Hill, 

where the understorey has been affected by grazing 

and high fire-frequency. The occasional shrubs in this 

stand include Bursaria spinosa, Allocasuarina 

verticillata and Dodonaea viscosa. The ground layer, 

which is less diverse than would normally be 

expected, is dominated by grasses from the genera 

Poa, Austrodanthonia and Austrostipa, and by 

Lomandra longifolia. 
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The Risdon population is part of a relatively intact 

grassy woodland dominated by Eucalyptus 

amygdalina. Although cleared to reduce competition, 

the understorey consists of Acacia verticillata, 

A. dealbata, A. melanoxylon, Pultenaea daphnoides 

and Cassinia aculeata, with a lower shrub layer of 

Epacris impressa, Pultenaea gunnii and Acacia 

genistifolia. Poa species and various herbs are 

present in the ground layer 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2f Grassy Eucalyptus morrisbyi woodland 
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Eucalyptus nitida dry forest and woodland (DNI) 

General description 

Eucalyptus nitida dry forests and woodlands are 

dominated by E. nitida trees. The dense 

heathy/sedgy understorey is typically diverse. 

Near the coast, E. nitida trees are generally less than 

10 m in height and may show mallee form. This 

community also occurs inland on dry ridges. At such 

sites the taller trees clearly stand out above the dry, 

heathy understorey, which is under 4 m in height. 

 

Rocky Cape National Park. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Rocky Cape National Park. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This forest community, which has a shrubby or 

heathy understorey, is distinguished by the presence 

of E. nitida as the dominant tree species. E. nitida 

wet forest types (WNL, WNR, WNU) are similar, 

but have a dense, scrubby understorey, occasionally 

including Leptospermum and/or rainforest species. 

Wet E. nitida forest types tend to be taller than dry 

forest types. 

RFA mapping unit 

DNI is equivalent to RFA N. 

Distribution 

This community occurs in western Tasmania and 

there is a zone of intergradation with E. amygdalina 

in the central north and some parts of southern 

Tasmania. A coastal form of Eucalyptus nitida dry 

forest and woodlands occurs below 300 m in north-

west and western Tasmania. A second form occurs 

inland in the south-west, west and north-west. 

Within the Tasmanian South East Bioregion, DNI is 

known to occur only on Bruny Island. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

KIN, TCH, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The dry coastal form occurs on infertile sites 

associated with Holocene and Pleistocene sands, 

non-marine Tertiary sediments and un- 

metamorphosed Precambrian sediments. Sites range 

from very well–drained to poorly–drained. The 

inland form occurs on well-drained but infertile 

ridges on siliceous rocks up to about 600 m in 

altitude. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. nitida; other tree 

species include E. obliqua, E. viminalis and E. ovata. 

E. nitida intergrades with E. amygdalina between 

Table Cape and Rocky Cape, where hybrids 

between these two species are common. 

Trees in the coastal form of DNI are generally less 

than 10 m in height and may show mallee form. 

Inland dry ridges usually carry taller trees with clear 

definition between the canopy and a dry heathy 

understorey, which does not exceed 4 m. 

In coastal areas, the understorey may consist of 

dense, typically diverse, heath and sedges. Common 
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sedge species in this community include Lomandra 

longifolia, Xyris species and Lepidosperma species, 

and in well-drained areas Xanthorrhoea australis. 

There may be a sparse intermediate layer consisting 

of Leptospermum species (commonly 

L. glaucescens) and Banksia marginata, and at Rocky 

Cape, B. serrata. Inland dry Eucalyptus nitida forests 

may have an understorey of low heathland or tall, 

even-textured shrubs. Common heath species in 

these communities include Oxylobium ellipticum, 

Allocasuarina monilifera, Pultenaea juniperina, 

Leptospermum scoparium, Aotus ericoides and 

Richea procera. Pteridium esculentum occurs in 

disturbed areas, particularly when frequent firing has 

occurred. A shrub layer may be dominated by 

Monotoca glauca, with a sparse ground layer. 

However, it is sometimes denser, consisting of 

Leptospermum glaucescens and Banksia marginata, 

and less commonly Zieria arborescens, Nematolepis 

squamea and Acacia mucronata. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4d  Heathy Eucalyptus nitida woodland 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B12  Dry copses; also occurs in MBS, SHW & SWW. 

Dominance community (Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999) 

Mallee peppermint dry heath; also occurs in DNF, DAC & 

SCH 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-sdNIT Sedgy Eucalyptus nitida woodland/scrub 

DRY-scNIT Scrubby Eucalyptus nitida woodland/scrub 

DRY-shNIT Shrubby Eucalyptus nitida forest/woodland 
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Eucalyptus nitida Furneaux forest (DNF) 

General description 

E. nitida trees dominate this forest, and usually have 

a shrubby and/or heathy understorey on relatively 

infertile substrates. In areas where fire is infrequent, 

for example in some areas of Strzelecki National 

Park, the trees form single-stem uniform-aged 

stands. The good coppicing ability of this species has 

also led to multi-stemmed or mallee-form specimens 

dominating low forest in areas of higher fire- 

frequency and on ridge tops.  

 

Rooks River, Cape Barren Island. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Strzelecki National Park. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community occurs only in the Furneaux Group. 

While there are some similarities of form with 

forests on islands in the Fleurieu Group, western 

Bass Strait, the community is distinguished from the 

western DNI because of the strong geographical 

disjunction and the biogeographically distinct 

assemblage of understorey species, which may 

include Xanthorrhoea australis and Isopogon 

ceratophyllus. DNF grades into heathland with 

occasional E. nitida, and also into Furneaux scrub in 

the higher fire-frequency sites. Woodland forms are 

also mapped as DNF. 

RFA Mapping Unit 

DNF is equivalent to RFA NF. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus nitida Furneaux forest is confined to the 

larger islands of the Furneaux Group: Flinders, Cape 

Barren and Clarke Islands. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community occurs on granite substrates on 

slopes and ridges, on metamorphosed Mathinna 

series mudstone on slopes, and on flats with 

Quaternary sands and gravels. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant species is E. nitida, with E. globulus, 

E. ovata, E. viminalis, Allocasuarina verticillata and 

Callitris rhomboidea sometimes present. 

The understorey is heathy to shrubby. On the driest 

sites, there are considerable areas of bare ground 

between plants and the taller shrubs commonly 

include Hakea species, Banksia marginata, 

Leptospermum species and Allocasuarina verticillata. 

Xanthorrhoea australis is abundant. The species 

diversity is greatest in recently burnt areas. On 

moister sites, the understorey tends to be of low 

diversity, with dense Lepidosperma species. Long-

undisturbed understorey becomes more like a 

closed Leptospermum scrub with patchy 
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Lepidosperma species. Along drainage lines or in 

areas of impeded drainage, the vegetation is typically 

dense, dominated by Lepidosperma ensiforme and 

Gleichenia species. In fire-protected areas, wet forest 

understorey may develop in small patches.  

The community grades into heathland with 

occasional Eucalyptus nitida. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4e Heathy Eucalyptus nitida–E. globulus low forest 

Dominance community (Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999) 

Mallee peppermint dry heath; also occurs in DNI, DAC & 

SCH 
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Eucalyptus obliqua dry forest (DOB) 

General description 

Eucalyptus obliqua dry forests are dominated by 

E. obliqua trees, typically of medium height (20–

30 m) and with well-formed stems about half of the 

total tree height. In infertile, exposed coastal 

conditions, the community may have a tall, uneven 

understorey, while canopy trees may have a mallee 

form. The shrubby understorey is usually dense, 

typically diverse, and the ground layer sparse. 

 

Mole Creek. Nicholas Fitzgerald. 

Example locality 

Dazzler Range, West Tamar. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. obliqua dry forest is easily distinguishable from 

other forest communities by the dominant eucalypt 

and the dry shrubby or heathy understorey. It may 

grade into E. obliqua wet forest in some areas. 

E. obliqua wet forest has a tall, dense understorey of 

broad-leaf shrubs (mapped as WOB) or 

Leptospermum species (mapped as WOL). At 

higher altitudes, E. delegatensis may replace 

E. obliqua as a dominant; the resulting community 

may be very similar in appearance but is mapped as 

E. delegatensis dry forest and woodland (DDE). This 

community rarely, if ever, occurs as woodland. 

E. obliqua wet forest tends to be much taller than 

E. obliqua dry forest. 

RFA mapping unit 

DOB is equivalent to RFA O. 

Distribution 

This community is widespread and extensive in 

north, east and south-east Tasmania from sea level 

to about 600 m. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community is associated with dolerite, 

argillaceous substrates (mudstone and 

metamorphosed mudstone) and siliceous substrates, 

including granites and sandstones. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. obliqua. Acacia 

dealbata is frequently present, but it is typically in the 

tall shrub layer rather than the canopy, as is Acacia 

melanoxylon when present. 

E. obliqua dry forest occurs as mixed-species stands 

with eucalypts from both the gum (Series Ovatae 

and Viminales) and peppermint (Series Piperitae) 

groups. E. amygdalina is the most common 

subdominant peppermint in northern and eastern 

Tasmania. 
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In dolerite areas in the south-east, E. amygdalina and 

E. pulchella are common subdominants, and on 

mudstone, E. tenuiramis is common. In the north-

west, E. nitida is the most frequent subdominant, 

and on sunnier slopes of the upper Forth valley, 

E. radiata subsp. robertsonii occurs as a localised 

subdominant. E. viminalis occurs throughout the 

range as a subdominant or minor species. E. globulus 

occurs as a subdominant or minor species on the 

east coast and in the south-east, either replacing or 

co-occurring with E. viminalis. On Mathinna 

mudstone series in the north-east, E. sieberi may be 

present, usually along drainage lines or on shaded 

slopes. E. delegatensis may co-occur with E. obliqua 

at the higher altitudinal limits of E. obliqua dry forest. 

At sites where the dolerite-derived substrate is 

prone to winter waterlogging, and often summer 

drought, E. ovata may occur with E. obliqua and 

E. amygdalina, and/or E. pulchella. 

The forest community typically has trees of medium 

height with stems of good form. The bole is usually 

about half of the total tree height. 

Typically, the understorey is shrubby. The shrub 

layer is dense and species-diverse, and the ground 

layer sparse. The exception to this is frequently fired 

sites, where the shrub layer is sparse and species-

poor, and the dense ground layer is dominated by 

Pteridium esculentum. Where the shrub layer is 

dense, common species include Acacia dealbata, 

Exocarpos cupressiformis, Allocasuarina littoralis, 

Lomatia tinctoria and Epacris impressa. On siliceous 

substrates, the understorey may tend more toward 

a heathy/shrubby understorey with such species as 

Amperea xiphoclada, Aotus ericoides and 

Leucopogon ericoides. Occasionally on siliceous 

substrates, the understorey can be grassy, often with 

the only shrubs being Acacia dealbata. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5a Shrubby Eucalyptus obliqua forest 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

OB010 E. obliqua–O. lirata–P. juniperina wet sclerophyll 

forest; also occurs in WOB 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hOB Heathy Eucalyptus obliqua forest 

DRY-shRAD Shrubby Eucalyptus radiata forest; there is no 

TASVEG equivalent but it is most often associated 

with this mapping unit  
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Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland (DOV) 

General description 

DOV is a community of E. ovata (and occasionally 

E. viminalis) dominated forest and woodland 

associated with drainage flats and moderate to 

poorly-drained fertile soils. This community is most 

typically characterised by shrubby or sedgy 

understoreys although grassy and even broad leaved 

facies occur. 

 

Huon River, Franklin. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Around Exeter on the West Tamar River. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

There is debate surrounding the taxonomy of 

Eucalyptus ovata and E. brookeriana on King Island 

(Barnes et al 2002) and more generally in the north-

west of Tasmania. However, TASVEG has separated 

the mapping E. ovata/E. brookeriana-dominated 

vegetation into Eucalyptus brookeriana wet forest 

(WBR) or DOV on the basis of canopy density and 

understory characteristics. Damp woodlands 

dominated by Eucalyptus brookeriana/E. ovata are 

mapped within DOV, rather than WBR, although in 

some cases they may be a fire-disclimax wet forest. 

DOV with a high proportion of E. viminalis may be 

confused with E. viminalis wet forest (WVI) or 

E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland (DVG). 

Where there is a high proportion of E. viminalis in 

DOV the understorey is typically scrubby or sedgy, 

whereas that of WVI is dominated by broad-leaf 

species or rainforest species and DVG has a grassy 

understorey. 

Small stands of E. ovata forest and woodland 

associated with E. amygdalina, E. pauciflora and 

E. viminalis in the Midlands are mapped into 

E. amygdalina units according to substrate, e.g. 

Eucalyptus amygdalina inland forest and woodland 

on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) or Eucalyptus 

amygdalina forest and woodland on mudstone 

(DAM). Stands where E. ovata, E. amygdalina and/or 

E. obliqua are co-dominant (E. viminalis may also be 

present) in the north are included in damp 

sclerophyll complex (DSC).  

Woodlands dominated by E. ovata on dolerite and 

basalt or alluvial soils in low rainfall areas are 

included in Midlands woodland complex (DMW). 

Woodlands over a heathy understorey are included 

in Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland (DOW). 

Woodlands dominated by E. viminalis are included in 

other units e.g. Eucalyptus viminalis grassy forest and 

woodland (DVG) or Eucalyptus viminalis–Eucalyptus 

globulus coastal forest and woodland (DVC). 

Woodlands that are correctly classified as DOV 

occur over sedgy or shrubby (occasionally grassy) 

understoreys where they do not fit into DMW. 

RFA mapping unit 

DOV is equivalent to RFA OV on mainland 

Tasmania and to the E. brookeriana (E. ovata)-

dominated shrubby woodland facies of RFA KG on 

King Island (Barnes et al 2002). 

Distribution 

Much of the community in the northern Midlands 

has been cleared. The current stronghold is around 

the West Tamar region, with small patches found 

State-wide where conditions are suitable. 
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Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community occurs mainly on poorly–drained 

flats in predominantly lowland areas (< 600 m). The 

substrate is often alluvium, but can vary. Most 

patches are small (< 10 ha), with only a few large 

patches (> 50 ha) remaining, mainly on private land. 

Since European settlement, E. ovata forest has been 

cleared extensively from river valleys and flats for 

agricultural development. 

On King Island, E. ovata/E.brookeriana dominated 

woodlands are probably the result of high fire rgimes 

or incompleteland clearance with subsequent 

regeneratin of native species. In some cases they 

may represent a fire disclimax wet forest.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

E. ovata is typically dominant and E. viminalis is 

subdominant or co-dominant at many sites. At a few 

sites, E. viminalis may be the only dominant but have 

an understorey consistent with this mapping unit 

rather than WVI, DVG or DVC. 

Other tree species sometimes present include 

E. amygdalina, E. pulchella, E. pauciflora, E. rodwayi, 

Melaleuca ericifolia and Acacia melanoxylon. 

Trees range from low (< 10 m) and generally sparse 

on infertile soils to over 20 m and moderately dense 

in cover on fertile sites, such as alluvial river flats. Old 

growth stands are extremely rare. 

On well-drained sites in relatively low rainfall areas, 

such as the Midlands, the understorey usually 

consists of grasses (particularly Themeda triandra 

and Poa labillardierei), graminoids (e.g. 

Lepidosperma species, Lomandra longifolia), forbs 

and dry sclerophyll shrubs (e.g. Bursaria spinosa, 

Daviesia spp.). On more poorly– drained sites in low 

rainfall areas, the understorey may vary from sedgy 

to scrubby, including graminoids such as 

Lepidosperma, Carex and Juncus species, and low 

shrubs such as species of Melaleuca and 

Leptospermum scoparium. 

On well-drained sites in more humid areas such as 

the Forth River valley there may be a layer of wattles 

(Acacia melanoxylon, A. dealbata) over wet 

sclerophyll shrubs such as Pomaderris apetala and 

Cassinia aculeata. Species of Melaleuca and/or 

Leptospermum often form dense thickets on 

poorly–drained or relatively undisturbed sites, with 

the ground layer consisting of ferns (e.g. Blechnum 

spp.) on better drained sites and sedges (e.g. Gahnia 

grandis, Lepidosperma spp.) on the most poorly–

drained sites. 

On King Island shrubby woodlands dominated by 

Eucalyptus brookeriana/E. ovata generally lack 

E. globulus, and E. viminalis is present only as a 

subdominant canopy tree. Tall shrubs include Acacia 

mucronata, Monotoca glauca, Banksia marginata and 

Allocasuarina monilifera and the lower (and 

sometimes upper) shrub layer often contains heaths 

such as Leucopogon ericoides, Pultenaea juniperina, 

Pimelea linifolia, Boronia anemonifolia, Epacris 

impressa and Olearia ramulosa. Ground-layer 

species, which are more abundant and diverse in 

canopy gaps and at the edge of scrub thickets, 

include Pteridium esculentum, the sclerophyllous 

graminoids Baloskion tetraphyllum, Gahnia grandis, 

Dianella tasmanica and Empodisma minus, and the 

grasses, Austrodanthonia spp., Ehrharta 

distichophylla and Ehrhata stipoides. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2g  Grassy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in 

DMW & DAZ 

3b  Sedgy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in DSC 

& DOW 
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Wet eucalypt forest: 

OV01 E. ovata–A. dealbata–P. apetala wet sclerophyll 

forest; also occurs in DSC 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B13  Wet copses; also occurs in MBS, SWW, WNL, SMR 

& NLM 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

20 Eucalyptus viminalis/E. ovata–Lepidosperma lineare 

grassy woodland; also occurs in DAS 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shOV Eucalyptus ovata forest; also occurs in DSC 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET-OV2 E. ovata–L. lanigerum wet sclerophyll forest; 

also occurs in DSC 

WET-VIM2 E. viminalis–Leptospermum lanigerum–

Melaleuca squarrosa wet sclerophyll forest 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

9 Eucalyptus viminalis–E. ovata–E. obliqua– Acacia 

dealbata–Acacia melanoxylon woodland over sedgy, 

ferny scrub; also occurs in WVI  
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Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland (DOW) 

General description 

Eucalyptus ovata heathy woodland (DOW) is a 

woodland community with a characteristically dense 

and species-diverse, heathy understorey. It is most 

common in coastal areas growing in association with 

heath communities; however, it does grow in other 

situations. The trees are well-spaced, short and have 

a mallee form. 

 

Near Frankford. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Winifred Curtis Reserve, Scamander. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. ovata heathy woodland (DOW) is distinguished 

from the woodland form of E. ovata shrubby forest 

and woodland (DOV) by the understorey. In DOW, 

the understorey is a dense heath that, in the absence 

of scattered E. ovata, would fit into one of the 

heathland mapping units. In contrast, DOV more 

typically comprises a sedgy understorey or one 

characterised by shrub species not usually common 

in heathland communities. E. ovata grassy woodland 

on fertile sites in low rainfall areas would fit into 

DMW. 

Where the solid crown canopy cover is greater than 

50%, the community is classified as E. ovata forest 

and woodland (DOV). 

RFA mapping unit 

DOW is included in RFA OV. 

Distribution 

Predominantly coastal in distribution mainly on the 

north, east and south coasts. Small, scattered inland 

patches are found in valley bottoms in the Eastern 

Tiers. Note that for this distribution image the 

symbology has been emphasised to improve visibility 

of community distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

E. ovata heathy woodland (DOW) generally occurs 

on very infertile substrates; for example on plains 

around Pioneer, and in the Mount William area on 

metasediments, sands or granite. It also occurs on 

sites subject to a high fire-frequency, and can be 

present over wet heath, which is close to the 

physiological limits of E. ovata for anoxia. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

This community is dominated by short E. ovata (5–

10 m), which is often mallee-like in form. 

The understorey can vary depending on the 

environmental conditions. On Flinders Island, small 

fragments of E. ovata wet heathland occur in the 

Wingaroo Nature Reserve. 
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In this location, the understorey is dominated by 

diverse heaths and small shrubs, such as Banksia 

marginata, Isopogon ceratophyllus, Melaleuca 

gibbosa, Acacia verticillata and Allocasuarina 

paludosa. Graminoids such as Baumea juncea, 

Gahnia trifida and Lepidosperma concavum are 

common, as are Austrodanthonia species. In poorly–

drained areas, such as infilled valleys in the dolerite 

catchments of the Eastern Tiers, Banksia marginata is 

a dominant shrub. Other species such as 

Leptospermum lanigerum, Melaleuca virens, 

Almaleea subumbellata and Epacris lanuginosa are 

frequently present. Graminoids are also common 

(e.g. Baloskion australe, Gahnia grandis, 

Lepidosperma filiforme, L. longitudinale and 

Lomandra longifolia). 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

3b Sedgy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in DSC 

& DOV 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hOV Heathy Eucalyptus ovata woodland 

Heath Dominance community (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Black gum wet heath; also occurs in SHW 
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Eucalyptus pauciflora forest and woodland not on dolerite (DPO)  

General description 

Eucalyptus pauciflora forests and woodlands not on 

dolerite are dominated by a canopy of E. pauciflora 

trees rarely more than 25 m in height, often 

considerably shorter on highly insolated, nutrient-

poor sites. These dry sclerophyll communities form 

open forests or woodlands with a heathy 

understorey of generally low diversity. 

 

Tunbridge. Louise Gilfedder. 

Example localities 

The road between Rossarden and Avoca; extensive 

around the township of Rossarden. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Eucalyptus pauciflora forest and woodland not on 

dolerite (DPO) grows mostly on sands, granite or 

sedimentary substrates below 800 m and has a 

heathy understorey, whereas Eucalyptus pauciflora 

forest and woodland on dolerite (DPD) grows 

above 800 m and generally has a grassy understorey. 

At higher altitudes, DPO grades into areas mapped 

in E. coccifera forest and woodland (DCO). 

E. pauciflora on deep sand patches within gravels 

have been mapped as Eucalyptus amygdalina inland 

forest and woodland on Cainozoic deposits (DAZ) 

in the Northern Midlands (e.g. Greenhill to Diprose, 

and a patch near Ross). 

In the southern Midlands, DPO grades into 

E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments 

(DTO). There is often a similar mix of eucalypt 

species (e.g. E. pauciflora, E. rubida and E. tenuiramis) 

in these two vegetation communities, so canopy 

dominance becomes the principal diagnostic feature 

of these communities. 

RFA mapping unit 

DPO is equivalent to RFA PS. 

Distribution 

This forest type has its stronghold in the southern 

Midlands; there is also a large area around 

Rossarden. It also occurs sporadically in small 

patches in the north and east of the State; individual 

paddock and roadside trees and several very small, 

degraded remnants remain on the Great Northern 

Plain in the north-east. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The forest community generally occurs on dry, 

insolated sites in the southern Midlands and the 

lower Derwent Valley, and in the south-east and at 

lower altitudes on the Central Plateau. On the 

Central Plateau it is strongly associated with Triassic 

sandstone and Permian mudstone. It also occurs in 

the far north-east on Recent marine and aeolian 

deposits, and near Rossarden, on granite. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

E. pauciflora, the dominant tree species, may occur 

as open forest with E. tenuiramis, E. rubida, 

E. viminalis or E. ovata. 

Trees are rarely more than 25 m in height and are 

often considerably shorter on highly insolated 

nutrient-poor sites. Old-growth stands of this forest 

community are uncommon, as there is often rapid 

replacement before senescence due to the high fire-

frequency. The community may form woodland. 

Substrate, insolation and fire-frequency strongly 

influence the understorey, which generally has a low 

cover and diversity. 

There is usually a small, sparse tree layer that 

includes Acacia dealbata, Exocarpos cupressiformis, 

A. melanoxylon, Bursaria spinosa, Allocasuarina 

littoralis and Banksia marginata. 

The understorey is low (< 2 m) and may be quite 

dense and dominated by members of the 

Epacridaceae, Myrtaceae and Fabaceae. Low shrubs 

include Epacris impressa, Astroloma humifusum, 

Pultenaea species, Aotus ericoides, Lomatia tinctoria 

and Tetratheca labillardierei. Pteridium esculentum 

may dominate the understorey, particularly on 

sandstone and sandy substrates or where fire-

frequency is high. 

The density of the ground layer is variable. 

Lomandra longifolia and native grasses such as Poa 

rodwayi, Austrodanthonia species, Deyeuxia species 

and Austrostipa species often dominate where slope 

and aspect allow soil formation. However, these can 

become very sparse on insolated sites with poor soil 

development or where fire-frequency is high. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4h  Heathy Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also occurs in 

DAZ 

5f  Shrubby E. pauciflora forest; also occurs in DPD 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gPAUC Grassy Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also 

occurs in DPD, DDP & DMW 

DRY-hRUB Heathy Eucalyptus rubida forest; there is no 

TASVEG equivalent but it is most often associated 

with this mapping unit 
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Eucalyptus pauciflora forest and woodland on dolerite (DPD) 

General description 

Open, grassy forest dominated by E. pauciflora with 

a high diversity of herbs and small shrubs. 

 

Wetmore, Tunbridge. Sib Corbett. 

Example localities 

Upper St. Pauls River Valley, Lake Highway at the 

Poatina Road intersection; Central Plateau Protected 

Area around Arthurs Lake. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community is distinguished from other 

E. pauciflora dominated vegetation by the substrate 

and its tendency to occur above 800 m. In areas 

where E. pauciflora is co-dominant with 

E. dalrympleana, or there is a gradual transition from 

one dominant to the other, the community is 

mapped as DDP. One DPD community grows on 

basalt in the northern Midlands, for example around 

Cleveland. 

Note that E. pauciflora woodlands on dolerite are 

coded as DPD, except where they occur on Jurassic 

dolerite below 300 m in the Midlands region, where 

they are coded as DMW. 

RFA mapping unit 

DPD is equivalent to RFA PJ. 

Distribution 

E. pauciflora forest occurs extensively on dolerite on 

the eastern Central Plateau with localised patches in 

the southern Midlands (e.g. Mount Seymour and 

Mount Cartwright) and the Eastern Tiers. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community generally grows on the margins of 

frost hollows or on broad flats that are subject to 

cold-air drainage and frosts. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

This community is dominated by E. pauciflora, with 

any of the following sometimes present: 

E. dalrympleana, E. rodwayi, E. amygdalina and 

E. delegatensis. 

Due to the high incidence of frosts, tree form can 

often be very poor but quite spectacular, with 

broad, spreading crowns and twisted, tortuous 

shapes. Canopy cover is often low, resulting in an 

open woodland community. 

Two distinct understoreys can be associated with 

E. pauciflora forest/woodland. In the Eastern Tiers 

and lower plateau surfaces, the understorey tends to 

be shrubby with a sparse to moderately dense 

medium–tall shrub layer. Prevalent species include 

Banksia marginata and Acacia dealbata, while 

Bedfordia salicina, Tasmannia lanceolata, Hakea 

lissosperma, Leptomeria drupacea and 

Leptospermum lanigerum are occasional. 
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The low shrub layer can be diverse on well-drained 

sites and include Leptecophylla species, Epacris 

impressa, Lomatia tinctoria, Leucopogon species and 

Pultenaea species. On rocky sites, ground cover is 

low and dominated by sclerophyllous 

monocotyledons (Lomandra longifolia and 

Diplarrena moraea). Ground cover improves as soil 

development increases. 

As altitude increases on the Central Plateau, the 

community occupies the margins of frost hollows 

and broad flats. In areas with deeper soils the 

understorey is dominated by grasses; particularly Poa 

species, Austrodanthonia species, Deyeuxia species 

and Agrostis species. Shrubs include Leptecophylla 

species and Leucopogon species, but where 

drainage is impeded, Epacris gunnii, Sprengelia 

incarnata and Hakea microcarpa become more 

common, as do the sedges. 

This community often grades into E. rodwayi forest 

(DRO) where drainage is impeded at the edges of 

broad plains and E. delegatensis forest outside of the 

most frost-prone sites. At lower altitudes prone to 

cold-air drainage (e.g. Nunamara), E. pauciflora 

occupies a narrow band separating E. rodwayi on 

the flats and E. amygdalina upslope. On the Central 

Plateau, areas of well-drained glacial deposits 

(dolerite) support E. delegatensis in the centre, 

rimmed by E. pauciflora (whose seedlings are 

apparently more frost tolerant), passing out into 

sedgy, broad valleys with a few E. rodwayi. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5f Shrubby Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also occurs in 

DPO 

6d Grassy–shrubby subalpine Eucalyptus pauciflora 

woodland; also occurs in DDP 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

25 Eucalyptus pauciflora–Pultenaea juniperina grassy 

woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gPAUC Grassy Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also 

occurs in DPO, DDP & DMW 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

2 Eucalyptus open forest over Baeckea gunniana–

Gleichenia alpina–Rubus gunnianus–ferny closed heath; 

also occurs in SHS, DDE, DCO & DRO  
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Eucalyptus perriniana forest and woodland (DPE) 

General description 

Eucalyptus perriniana forest and woodland (DPE) is 

characterised by the presence of E. perriniana, which 

grows as a mallee or small tree less than 8 m in 

height. 

 

Spinning Gum Reserve, Hungry Flats Rd. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Hungry Flats (Southern Midlands). 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. perriniana is associated with E. rodwayi at Hungry 

Flats and Duckholes Lagoon, particularly at more 

waterlogged sites. E. perriniana ± E. rodwayi low 

woodland grades into E. tenuiramis–E. viminalis open 

forest as drainage improves, with E. perriniana 

extending into this community as 2–4 m shrubs at 

Pelham Tiers, where it has been mapped as DTO. 

RFA mapping unit 

DPE would not have been regarded as forest in the 

studies for the RFA; however, it is likely to have 

been mapped in with surrounding vegetation types, 

including RFA TI. 

Distribution 

This community has a very restricted distribution. It 

has been mapped at Hungry Flats, Duckholes 

Lagoon (Strickland), and occurs at Pelham Tiers. 

Note that for this distribution image the symbology 

has been emphasised to improve visibility of 

community distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

E. perriniana woodland has a narrow distribution in 

Tasmania; it is restricted to a few populations in the 

southern Midlands and lower Derwent Valley. It 

occurs between 500 m and 560 m on sedimentary 

substrates at sites that are subject to severe winter 

frosts, summer drought and/or seasonal inundations. 

All populations are restricted in area, and 

surrounded by E. tenuiramis forest. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is dominated by E. perriniana, which 

grows as a mallee or small tree less than 8 m in 

height. The juvenile leaf form is maintained in most 

adult trees. 

The understorey shrub and ground layers are 

typically dense. The poorly-drained sites are 

dominated by tall myrtaceous shrub species such as 

Leptospermum scoparium, L. lanigerum, 

L. glaucescens and Melaleuca virens. Other shrubs 

include Oxylobium ellipticum, Baeckea gunniana and 

the heath species Epacris lanuginosa and Sprengelia 

incarnata. Where drainage is better, species typical 

of siliceous-based heaths are encountered. 



 

 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - April 2019)    55 

 

These include Banksia marginata, Aotus ericoides, 

Amperea xiphoclada, Epacris impressa, Pimelea 

linifolia, Leucopogon virgatus and Hibbertia 

prostrata. 

The ground layer is moderately dense, and is 

dominated by sclerophyllous monocotyledons. On 

poorly–drained sites, the species include Gahnia 

grandis, Lepidosperma filiforme, L. longitudinale, 

Baloskion australe, Empodisma minus and Juncus 

species. As drainage improves, they are replaced by 

Lomandra longifolia, Pteridium esculentum and 

Stylidium graminifolium, but herbaceous species are 

rare. Sphagnum moss forms mounds in waterlogged 

sites within the Duckholes Lagoon stand. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

3e Sedgy Eucalyptus perriniana woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-scPER Scrubby Eucalyptus perriniana woodland 
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Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) 

General description 

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland is normally 

dominated by E. pulchella, although this tree species 

is not always present; hybrids between E. amygdalina 

and E. pulchella and genetic variants of E. amygdalina 

may dominate. 

They are dry sclerophyll communities with a forest 

or woodland structure and tree height rarely 

exceeding 25 m. The understorey is usually 

dominated by native grasses and Lomandra 

longifolia, but with a sparse cover of tall to medium 

shrubs as well as a sparse, low, shrub layer. 

 

Ridgeway. Nepelle Temby. 

Example localities 

Knocklofty Reserve, West Hobart; Chimney Pot Hill, 

Ridgeway 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The mix of co-dominant species distinguishes this 

forest community from other communities in the 

south-east of Tasmania. At some sites, one of the 

other species of eucalypt may dominate. If the area 

is big enough to warrant mapping then it may be 

identified as a distinct community. DPU may occur in 

a mosaic with E. viminalis grassy forest and 

woodland (DVG), E. globulus dry forest and 

woodland (DGL) and E. amygdalina forest and 

woodland on dolerite (DAD). The characteristic 

difference between DPU and DGL is the high 

proportion of E. pulchella (> 30%) present in the 

canopy of DPU. Callitris rhomboidea forest (NCR) 

may also form distinct patches in some areas of 

DPU. 

Note that Eucalyptus barberi forest and woodland 

(DBA) also commonly grows in a mosaic with DPU. 

This almost mallee form eucalypt is often a 

subdominant in the forest. These patches are usually 

localised and small. 

RFA mapping unit 

DPU is equivalent to RFA P. 

Distribution 

DPU is found in the central east coast and south- 

east of the State. It is the most common forest 

community in the eastern parts of the Eastern Tiers 

south of Bicheno, at lower elevations. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community is a complex that almost always 

occupies dolerite ridges and highly insolated north-

west facing slopes that are subject to drought stress. 

In the Meehan Ranges DPU can occupy mudstone 

ridgelines. In the east and south-east, particularly in 

the Eastern Tiers, it generally occurs below 600 m, 

but can extend to higher altitudes (> 600 m) on the 

Central Highlands.  
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Vegetation composition and structure 

E. pulchella is normally the dominant tree species, 

but in places on the east coast, hybrids between 

E. amygdalina and E. pulchella and genetic variants of 

E. amygdalina may dominate. Other tree species that 

may be present include E. globulus, E. viminalis, 

E. amygdalina, E. ovata and E. barberi. 

The tree height in this community rarely exceeds 

25 m and may be less than 15 m because of poor 

sites and low rainfall. The community may have a 

woodland structure. Due to the high fire- frequency 

in this community, hollows and butt damage are 

common. 

There is normally a sparse cover of tall to medium 

shrubs, including Banksia marginata, Acacia dealbata, 

A. mearnsii, Exocarpos cupressiformis, Allocasuarina 

verticillata and Bursaria spinosa. Callitris rhomboidea 

occurs locally in fire- protected sites. In situations 

subject to high fire- frequency and grazing, this tall 

shrub layer may be absent. 

The low shrub layer is also sparse. Epacris impressa, 

Lomatia tinctoria, Astroloma humifusum, Lissanthe 

strigosa and Acrotriche serrulata occur occasionally. 

The ground layer is diverse and usually dominated 

by native grasses and Lomandra longifolia. Common 

species include those from the genera Poa, 

Dichelachne, Austrostipa, Notodanthonia and 

Agrostis. Lomandra longifolia and Lepidosperma spp. 

are frequent, and common herbs include 

Brachyscome species, Wahlenbergia species, 

Leptorhynchos squamatus, Bossiaea prostrata, 

Gonocarpus tetragynus and Hovea linearis. 

Leptecophylla divaricata is often prominent on rocky 

sites, which can often be characteristically shrubbier, 

with sparse grasses. 

Atypically for this community, a facies of DPU found 

within the Redgate Section of the Meehan Range 

NRA occurs on mudstone rather than on dolerite. 

The community at this location is dominated by 

E. pulchella, with a relatively diverse shrub layer  

dominated by Olearia viscosa, Acacia dealbata and 

Pultenaea spp. Heathy species such as Leptecophylla 

divaricata, Astroloma humifusum and Acrotriche 

serrulata are present at low densities. Grass cover 

(Ehrharta spp., Poa spp.) is around 35%, but the 

large sedge/rush (Lomandra longifolium) stratum is 

effectively absent. This facies is characterised by a 

high diversity of herbs. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2c Grassy Eucalyptus pulchella forest 

2d  Grassy Eucalyptus globulus–E. viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DGL 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

7 Eucalyptus pulchella–Bossiaea prostrata/Gonocarpus 

tetragynus grassy woodland 

8 Eucalyptus pulchella/E. globulus–Acrotriche serrulata 

grassy woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shPUL Shrubby Eucalyptus pulchella forest 

Dry DRY-shGLOB Shrubby Eucalyptus globulus forest; 

also occurs in DGL & DVC 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

OTHER-11 Callistemon pallidus (now Melaleuca pallida) 

closed forest; there is no TASVEG equivalent but it is 

most often associated with this mapping unit  
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Eucalyptus risdonii forest and woodland (DRI) 

General description 

Eucalyptus risdonii forests and woodlands are open 

forests dominated by a sparse canopy of E. risdonii 

trees generally less than 15 m tall, often with a 

mallee habit. They are dry sclerophyll communities 

with sparse medium and low shrub layers and an 

often grassy ground layer. 

 

Government Hills, Risdon. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

East Risdon Nature Reserve. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The presence of the Tasmanian endemic E. risdonii, 

and its localised distribution distinguish the forest 

community. The community is similar to Eucalyptus 

morrisbyi forest and woodland (DMO) in structure. 

All E. risdonii dominated vegetation is mapped as 

DRI. 

RFA mapping unit 

DRI is equivalent to RFA RI. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus risdonii forest and woodland is extremely 

localised along the Meehan Range, east of the 

Derwent River. Smaller patches occur on the 

western shore around Bridgewater. Note that for 

this distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community occurs mainly on Hobart’s “Eastern 

Shore”, on dry ridges and sites with north-easterly 

aspects and is strongly associated with Permian 

mudstone. Additional information can be found in 

Williams and Potts (1996). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. risdonii; 

E. tenuiramis, E. amygdalina and E. viminalis are 

sometimes present. Due to low site quality in terms 

of substrate and precipitation, trees rarely exceed 

15 m in height. Sites that are subject to high fire-

frequency support trees with a mallee habit. 

The understorey is heavily influenced by fire- 

frequency and generally has a low cover and 

diversity of understorey shrubs. The medium shrub 

layer is sparse, but includes Acacia dealbata, 

Allocasuarina littoralis, Acacia verticillata and Bursaria 

spinosa. 

The low shrub cover is also sparse, but often 

includes Acacia genistifolia, Pultenaea species, Acacia 

myrtifolia, Epacris impressa, Astroloma humifusum, 

Daviesia latifolia and Tetratheca labillardierei. 
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On sites with a particularly high fire-frequency, the 

understorey shrub layer can be depauperate, with 

much bare rock and soil. The high fire frequency 

tends to lead towards the dominance of the ground 

layer by native grasses such as Poa rodwayi, 

Austrodanthonia species, Elymus scaber and 

Austrostipa species Lomandra longifolia. Dianella 

revoluta and Diplarrena moraea are also present. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2e Grassy Eucalyptus risdonii low forest 
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Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and woodland (DRO) 

General description 

Forest and woodland dominated by E. rodwayi 

(DRO) grow on fertile valley flats, usually subject to 

water logging. The understorey varies between open 

and grassy or sedgy to densely shrubby. 

 

Near Tooms Lake, Eastern Tiers. Matt Appleby. 

Example localities 

Extensive around Lake Crescent and Lake Sorell. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Eucalyptus rodwayi is dominant in the canopy. On 

sites less prone to water-logging and/or where frost 

is less severe, such as higher up drainage lines or on 

the margins of basins, E. ovata may become 

dominant; this community is mapped as DOV. 

Where DRO patches occur in E. amygdalina 

dominated forest, defining the community 

boundaries may be difficult due to the superficial 

similarities between E. rodwayi and E. amygdalina. At 

high altitudes, E. rodwayi may co-occur with 

E. gunnii, but where E. gunnii becomes dominant the 

forest is mapped as DGW. 

RFA mapping unit 

DRO is equivalent to RFA RO. 

Distribution 

This community occurs from below 200 m to 

around 900 m on the Eastern Tiers and eastern 

Central Plateau, predominantly in upland areas. 

However, it also occurs in lowland valley bottoms 

subject to cold-air drainage. Small relict populations 

are present in the far north-east near sea level. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

E. rodwayi forest invariably grows on poorly–drained 

flats. The substrates are mainly dolerite, basalt 

Permian mudstones or alluvium in upland areas (e.g. 

Central Plateau), but also other substrates at lower 

elevations. It is widespread but local on poorly–

drained upland sites, extending to lower elevations 

on sites susceptible to frost or cold-air drainage. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The community is dominated by E. rodwayi, which 

typically forms pure stands. E. pauciflora, 

E. amygdalina and E. tenuiramis may be present, 

often adjacent to the E. rodwayi forest in areas of 

better drainage. E. ovata is often present in slightly 

better drained areas or higher up drainage lines 

where cold air pooling is less severe. E. perriniana is 

associated with E. rodwayi in waterlogged situations 

at Hungry Flats and Duckholes Lagoon, but is 

mapped separately as E. perriniana forest and 

woodland (DPE). 

The degree of site exposure and severity of frosts 

and waterlogging influence the form of the 

community. Towards the centre of some marshes, 

mallee-form trees (< 10 m) occur as a sporadic 

component of low, open woodland and sedgeland/ 
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heathland. Low, open woodland structure is also 

found on exposed sites subject to severe frosts. 

Woodlands and open forests (> 40 m) are found in 

more sheltered situations and on better aerated soils 

around the perimeter of marshes and flats. 

The understorey is represented by many facies. 

Grassy E. rodwayi forest has Poa species and 

Lomandra longifolia, with sparse low shrubs including 

Leptospermum species, and species in the Fabaceae 

and Epacridaceae. Sedgy E. rodwayi forest has 

Lepidosperma, Gahnia, Leptospermum and 

Melaleuca species as the main shrubs. Scrubby 

E. rodwayi forest is similar to the sedgy facies, but 

with Leptospermum and Melaleuca species forming 

a more prominent layer in the understorey. Wet 

sclerophyll shrubs may dominate the shrub layer at 

some sites such as in the Bronte area and at 

Western Creek. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

3d  Sedgy Eucalyptus rodwayi woodland 

6b  Grassy–sedgy subalpine Eucalyptus rodwayi woodland 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

GUN01 E. gunnii–E. delegatensis–E. rodwayi–M. linifolia 

subalpine mixed forest; also occurs in DGW & WDL 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

36 Eucalyptus rodwayi–Lagenifera stipitata grassy 

woodland 

Riparian communities: 

19 Leptospermum lanigerum–Callistemon viridiflorus–Poa 

labillardierei–Carex gaudichaudiana grassy riparian 

woodland 

20 Leptospermum lanigerum–Gnaphalium collinum–Poa 

labillardierei riparian scrubby herbfield; also occurs in 

SLL 

24 Eucalyptus rodwayi–Poa labillardierei–Holcus lanatus 

grassy riparian woodland 

25 Acaena novae-zelandiae–Agrostis capillaris–Poa 

labillardierei riparian herbland; also occurs in GPL & 

DVG 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-scROD Scrubby Eucalyptus rodwayi woodland 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

WET-ROD1 Eucalyptus rodwayi wet sclerophyll forest 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

2 Eucalyptus open forest over Baeckea gunniana–

Gleichenia alpina–Rubus gunnianus–ferny closed heath; 

also occurs in SHS, DDE, DPD & DCO  
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Eucalyptus sieberi forest and woodland not on granite (DSO)  

General description 

Eucalyptus sieberi forest and woodland not on 

granite is dominated by E. sieberi trees that can 

reach 40 m but are generally smaller (25–30 m) on 

poorer quality sites. They are dry sclerophyll 

communities with an understorey dominated by tall 

shrubs. The medium and low shrub layers can be 

very sparse, as can the ground layer. 

 

Elephant Pass. Richard Barnes. 

Example localities 

Saint Mary’s Pass State Reserve (Mathinna 

sediments), Mount Allen (dolerite). 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community is similar to Eucalyptus sieberi forest 

and woodland on granite substrates (DSG); both 

communities have very open understoreys. 

However, E. sieberi forest that occurs on dolerite 

has a more fertile substrate, so may have a 

moderately dense understorey and ground layer. 

Sites on dolerite are also highly insolated and often 

subject to drought. The forest type is more common 

on Mathinna sediments than on dolerite. 

RFA mapping unit 

DSO is equivalent to RFA SO. 

Distribution 

This community occurs on Mathinna sediments in an 

arc through the north east from Friendly Beaches to 

Ansons Bay, with occurrences on dolerite at 

Cranbrook and the Denison River north of Bicheno. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TNM, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community usually occupies ridges and sites 

with west to north-east aspects on dolerite, 

sandstones (in Douglas–Apsley region) or Mathinna 

mudstone. It is also known from shallow coastal 

sands overlying Mathinna mudstone. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. sieberi, but 

E. amygdalina, E. viminalis and E. obliqua are 

sometimes present. Trees can reach 40 m in height 

but are generally smaller (25–30 m) on poorer sites. 

The understorey is dominated by regenerating 

eucalypts, and the tall shrub layer is characterised by 

Allocasuarina littoralis and Exocarpos cupressiformis. 

As a result of frequent fires, medium and low shrubs 

can be very sparse. They usually include Acacia 

dealbata, A. terminalis, Epacris impressa, Pultenaea 

species, Daviesia latifolia and Tetratheca labillardierei. 

Xanthorrhoea australis can be common on 

sandstone. 

The ground layer on some frequently burnt sites can 

be very sparse. Pteridium esculentum, Lepidosperma 

concavum and Dianella revoluta are usually the 

dominant species. 



 

 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - April 2019)    63 

 

This community grades into E. obliqua dominated 

forests as effective precipitation increases. In the 

Douglas–Apsley National Park, the gradation is into 

E. amygdalina forest, with an increasingly shrubby 

understorey. 

Melaleuca pustulata is associated with the stand at 

Cranbrook. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5ca Shrubby Eucalyptus sieberi forest on siliceous 

substrata; also occurs in DSG 

5cb Shrubby Eucalyptus sieberi forest on dolerite 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

SIE01 E. sieberi–O. argophylla–C. quadrifida wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in DSG 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shSIEB Shrubby Eucalyptus sieberi; also occurs in 

DSG 

DRY-shSIEB-arg Shrubby argillaceous Eucalyptus sieberi 

forest 

  



 

 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - April 2019)    64 

 

Eucalyptus sieberi forest and woodland on granite (DSG)  

General description 

Eucalyptus sieberi forest and woodland on granite 

can reach 40 m on good sites, but is more 

commonly 25–30 m in height. These are dry 

sclerophyll communities with an understorey 

dominated by tall shrubs. The medium and low 

shrub layers are generally sparse, as is the ground 

layer. Some of these forests have a strikingly sparse 

understorey. Wet forest understoreys occur 

occasionally, for example in gullies. 

 

Freycinet National Park. Sophie Underwood. 

Example locality 

Freycinet National Park. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This vegetation mapping unit could be confused with 

Eucalyptus sieberi forest and woodland not on 

granite (DSO) where such forest occurs on 

Mathinna beds. Resembling sites on granite, these 

sites have a sparse understorey and appear very light 

on aerial photographs. 

RFA mapping unit 

DSG is equivalent to RFA SG. 

Distribution 

DSG occurs from Friendly Beaches to Ansons Bay in 

the north-east. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community is restricted to dry sites on granite 

in the north-east, usually on knolls or ridges with a 

north-westerly aspect. Sites range up to about 650 

m above sea level. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species, E. sieberi, in this 

community can reach 40 m tall on high quality sites 

but is more commonly 25–30 m. There are rarely 

co-dominant species, but E. globulus may 

occasionally be present. Intergradation occurs with 

stands of E. amygdalina on other dry sites and 

E. obliqua in gullies. 

The understorey is characterised by eucalypt 

regeneration and a tall shrub layer of Allocasuarina 

littoralis and Exocarpos cupressiformis. 
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As a result of frequent fires, the medium and low 

shrubs can be very sparse, but usually include Acacia 

dealbata, Acacia terminalis, Epacris impressa, 

Leptospermum scoparium, Pultenaea species, Aotus 

ericoides, Xanthosia pilosa and Xanthorrhoea 

australis. 

The ground layer is usually sparse, and on frequently 

burnt sites is dominated by Pteridium esculentum, 

Lepidosperma species and Dianella revoluta. This 

community grades into E. obliqua dominated forests 

in more mesic situations or on protected south-east-

facing slopes. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4g  Heathy Eucalyptus sieberi forest 

5ca Shrubby Eucalyptus sieberi forest on siliceous 

substrata; also occurs in DSO 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

SIE01 E. sieberi–O. argophylla–C. quadrifida wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in DSO 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-shSIEB Shrubby Eucalyptus sieberi forest; also occurs 

in DSO  
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Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on dolerite (DTD)  

General description 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

dolerite is dominated by E. tenuiramis trees rarely 

more than 25 m in height, and considerably smaller 

on highly insolated sites. These dry sclerophyll 

communities generally have shrubby understoreys 

with high cover and diversity and a sparse ground 

layer. 

 

Fortescue Bay. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Mount Fortescue, Tasman Peninsula. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community can be distinguished from most 

others by the combination of an overstorey 

dominated by E. tenuiramis and a heathy 

understorey. However, the community is floristically 

very similar to Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and 

woodland on granite (DTG) and the two are 

differentiated primarily on substrate. Bedfordia 

salicina may be present in DTD, while not being 

found in DTG. In exposed cliff-top populations on 

the Tasman Peninsula, such as that at Cape Hauy, 

Leptospermum grandiflorum and Spyridium species 

dominate the understorey over a heathland that 

includes Epacris marginata and E. myrtifolia. 

While Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments (DTO) also has an overstorey dominated 

by E. tenuiramis and shares some understorey 

species with DTD, DTO typically has a ground layer 

dominated by the grasses Poa rodwayi, 

Austrodanthonia species, Deyeuxia species and 

Austrostipa species. 

RFA mapping unit 

DTD is equivalent to RFA TD. 

Distribution 

This community is uncommon and confined to 

dolerite substrates throughout south-east and 

central eastern Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TNM, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forests and woodlands on 

dolerite occur as scattered patches throughout 

south-east Tasmania, typically on lower slopes with 

high rock cover. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. tenuiramis. Other 

tree species sometimes present include E. viminalis, 

E. globulus, E. pulchella, E. ovata, E. pulchella and 

E. amygdalina. 

Trees are rarely more than 25 m high, and often 

considerably smaller on highly insolated sites. This 

community grades into E. pulchella forest in the 

south-east or E. amygdalina forest in more drought-

prone areas. The community frequently forms 

woodland. 
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The understorey in this community is dominated by 

a dense and diverse shrub layer often with small 

trees such as Banksia marginata, Exocarpos 

cupressiformis, Acacia dealbata, Allocasuarina 

littoralis and occasionally Callitris rhomboidea. As 

moisture availability increases, other shrubs such as 

Bedfordia salicina and Leptospermum scoparium 

may become more common. The small shrub layer 

is also diverse and includes Pultenaea species, Epacris 

impressa, Hibbertia riparia, Lissanthe strigosa and 

Acrotriche serrulata. At Cape Hauy on the Tasman 

Peninsula, Leptospermum grandiflorum and 

Spyridium species dominate the understorey over 

heath that includes Epacris marginata and 

E. myrtifolia. Woodland variants are known from 

peaty soil where E. tenuiramis is emergent over 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus and Melaleuca 

squarrosa swamp. 

The ground layer is generally sparse. Pteridium 

esculentum, Lomandra longifolia, Diplarrena moraea 

and Gahnia species are the most common 

components. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

5e Shrubby Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gTEN Grassy Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest; also 

occurs in DTO  
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Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on granite (DTG) 

General description 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

granite is dominated by E. tenuiramis, rarely more 

than 25 m in height and often considerably smaller 

on highly insolated sites. These dry sclerophyll 

communities generally have shrubby understoreys 

with high cover and diversity and a sparse ground 

layer. 

 

Freycinet Peninsula. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Cape Tourville near Freycinet Peninsula. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community can be distinguished from most 

others by the combination of an overstorey 

dominated by E. tenuiramis and a heathy 

understorey. However, it is floristically very similar to 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forests and woodlands on 

dolerite (DTD); they are differentiated primarily by 

substrate. The absence of Bedfordia salicina from 

DTG is one of the few easily apparent features 

distinguishing the two communities. 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments (DTO) also have an overstorey 

dominated by E. tenuiramis and share some 

understorey species with DTD, but DTO typically 

has a ground layer dominated by the grasses Poa 

rodwayi, Austrodanthonia species, Deyeuxia species 

and Austrostipa species. 

RFA mapping unit 

DTG is equivalent to RFA T. 

Distribution 

Much of the extent of this community is within the 

Douglas–Apsley and Freycinet National Parks on the 

central east coast of Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forests and woodlands on 

granite are generally found on highly insolated 

slopes. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. tenuiramis, with 

E. amygdalina, E. viminalis, E. ovata and E. sieberi 

sometimes present. 

Trees are rarely more than 25 m in height and are 

often considerably smaller on highly insolated sites.  
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This community grades into Eucalyptus amygdalina 

coastal forest and woodland (DAC) in more 

drought-prone areas on the central east coast. 

The understorey in this community is dominated by 

a dense and diverse shrub layer, often including small 

trees such as Banksia marginata, Exocarpos 

cupressiformis, Acacia dealbata, Allocasuarina 

littoralis and occasionally Callitris rhomboidea. As 

moisture availability increases, other shrubs such as 

Leptospermum scoparium may become evident. 

The small shrub layer is also diverse and includes 

Pultenaea species, Epacris impressa, Hibbertia riparia, 

Leucopogon virgatus, L. collinus, Lissanthe strigosa 

and Acrotriche serrulata. 

The ground layer is generally sparse, with Pteridium 

esculentum, Lomandra longifolia, Diplarrena moraea; 

Gahnia species are the most common sedge. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

4c Heathy Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest; also occurs in 

DTO 

4f Coastal heathy Eucalyptus tenuiramis low forest  
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Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments (DTO) 

General description 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments is dominated by E. tenuiramis trees rarely 

25 m in height and often considerably shorter at 

highly insolated, nutrient-poor sites. These dry 

sclerophyll communities are generally characterised 

by shrubby understoreys with low cover and 

diversity. Grassy understoreys also occur in some 

areas. 

 

Brown Mountain, Campania. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Along the Lake Highway between Apsley and 

Bothwell. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

E. tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments 

(DTO) can be distinguished from other E. tenuiramis 

dominated vegetation by the substrate on which it 

occurs. DTO is found on sediments or soils derived 

from sedimentary rocks, whereas areas found on 

dolerite are mapped as E. tenuiramis forest and 

woodland on dolerite (DTD), and those on granite-

derived soils are E. tenuiramis forest and woodland 

on granite (DTG). 

The forest/woodland communities grade into, and 

are often difficult to distinguish from, E. pauciflora 

forest and woodland on sediments (DPO). There is 

often a similar mix of eucalypt species present (e.g. 

E. pauciflora, E. rubida and E. tenuiramis) and so 

canopy dominance becomes the principal 

distinguishing feature of these communities. E. rubida 

sometimes assumes dominance of this community 

on broad flats and cold-air drainage basins in the 

cooler inland areas of the southern Midlands and 

Derwent Valley. 

RFA mapping unit 

DTO is equivalent to RFA TI. 

E. perriniana ‘forest’ was included in this category by 

the RFA because it occurs sporadically in small 

patches and occupies micro- sites within similar 

habitat. Although E. perriniana forest and woodland 

(DPE) is mapped separately in TASVEG, some small 

patches within DTO have not been differentiated. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments occurs in the south-east of the State, in 

the southern Midlands and lower Derwent Valley, 

and rarely at lower altitudes on the Central Plateau. 

DTO occurs in rare patches along moorland 

boundaries on acid peat on the South Coast south 

of Red Point Hills and on the Louisa Plains. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TCH, TSE, TSR, TWE. 
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Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

sediments and woodland is found on dry insolated 

sites in the south-east of the State. It is strongly 

associated with Triassic sandstone and Permian 

mudstone at altitudes up to about 650 m on the 

Central Plateau. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. tenuiramis with 

other tree species sometimes present include 

E. pauciflora, E. rubida, E. viminalis, E. obliqua and 

Acacia melanoxylon. E. perriniana occurs sporadically 

in small patches on small sites within similar habitat. 

Trees are rarely more than 25 m in height and are 

often considerably smaller on highly insolated 

nutrient-poor sites. Old-growth stands of this 

community are uncommon, as there is often rapid 

replacement before senescence due to the frequent 

fires. 

Substrate, insolation and fire-frequency strongly 

influence the understorey, which generally has a low 

cover and diversity of shrubs. The medium- tall 

shrub layer is sparse, but includes Banksia marginata, 

Allocasuarina littoralis, Acacia species and Exocarpos 

cupressiformis. Pteridium esculentum often 

dominates the understorey, particularly on 

sandstone substrates or where fires are frequent. 

Other low shrubs include Epacris impressa, 

Astroloma humifusum, Pultenaea species, Aotus 

ericoides, Lomatia tinctoria and Tetratheca 

labillardierei. 

The density of the ground layer is variable. Native 

grasses such as Poa rodwayi, Austrodanthonia 

species, Deyeuxia species and Austrostipa species, as 

well as Lomandra longifolia, often dominate the 

ground layer where slope and aspect allow soil to 

form. However, ground cover can become very 

sparse on insolated sites where soil development is 

poor, or where fires are frequent. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2h  Grassy Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest 

4c Heathy Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest; also occurs in 

DTG 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hRUB Heathy Eucalyptus rubida woodland; there is 

no TASVEG equivalent but it is most often associated 

with this mapping unit or DPO  
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Eucalyptus viminalis Furneaux forest and woodland (DVF) 

General description 

E. viminalis trees approaching 30 m in height 

dominate Eucalyptus viminalis Furneaux forest and 

woodland. The community in some places has the 

character of a wet sclerophyll community, with many 

ferns and mesophyllous trees. Some mapped 

occurrences are predominantly woodland with 

forested patches. 

 

Mulligans Hill, Flinders Island. Matt Webb. 

Example locality 

Broughams Sugarloaf Conservation Area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

This community is closely allied to all other 

E. viminalis dominated forest and woodland (DVG, 

WVI and DVC), but is distinguished by its locality 

and some of the species associated with it, such as 

Pandorea pandorana and Elaeocarpus reticulatus. 

DVF is a forest woodland mosaic. All E. viminalis 

forest and woodland in the Furneaux Group is 

attributed to this community, except for where it 

occurs in coastal/near coastal situations on 

Holocene/Pleistocene sands. In this case the 

vegetation is best mapped as Eucalyptus viminalis – 

Eucalyptus globulus coastal forest and woodland 

(DVC).  

RFA mapping unit 

DVF is equivalent to RFA VF. 

Distribution 

Furneaux Group, particularly Strzelecki National 

Park, the eastern side of the Darling Range and 

Broughams Sugarloaf and some other restricted 

occurrences. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community has a limited distribution on 

sheltered mid- and upper-slopes and in deep gullies. 

It occurs on metamorphosed Mathinna series 

mudstone and granites where deeper soils have 

accumulated. The soils are well–drained, but with 

relatively good availability of moisture. 

Vegetation composition and structure. 

The dominant tree species is E. viminalis, with 

E. globulus, Acacia melanoxylon, Elaeocarpus 

reticulatus and Callitris rhomboidea sometimes 

present. 

Trees are usually single-stemmed and generally up to 

30 m in height, but are taller in some gully sites. 
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At the driest sites, the shrub layer is sparse and 

characterised by such species as Acacia verticillata, 

Coprosma quadrifida, Zieria arborescens, Olearia 

lirata, and occasional Pomaderris apetala and 

Lepidosperma elatius. At moister sites, the 

understorey is typical of wet forests, with such 

common species as Pomaderris apetala, Olearia 

argophylla and a variety of ferns, including Dicksonia 

antarctica and Cyathea australis. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Wet eucalypt forest: 

VIM0100 E. viminalis–A. dealbata–P. apetala wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in WVI 

VIM0101 E. viminalis–A. dealbata–D. antarctica wet 

sclerophyll forest; also occurs in WVI  
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Eucalyptus viminalis grassy forest and woodland (DVG) 

General description 

Eucalyptus viminalis grassy forest and woodland 

(DVG) is characteristically low to medium height 

(15–25 m) open forest dominated by E. viminalis, 

E. rubida and sometimes E. dalrympleana. The 

understorey is generally grassy, and sometimes very 

rocky. Low shrubs may form a sparse layer. The 

specific composition of the understorey depends 

largely on the fire and grazing regimes. 

 

Break-me-neck Hill. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Trevallyn State Recreation Area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Where E. viminalis of woodland density occurs 

below 300 m on dolerite or basalt in the Midlands, it 

is coded DMW. 

In areas of E. viminalis wet forest (WVI) that are 

subject to frequent fires, the understorey may be 

open and dominated by Pteridium esculentum, so 

could appear similar to DVG. However, WVI has a 

low abundance of grasses and generally tall and 

straight trees, which distinguish it from DVG. 

E. viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and woodland 

(DVC) may be confused with DVG in coastal areas. 

The scrubby or heathy understorey with few grasses 

and its occurrence on recent sands can distinguish 

DVC. 

E. viminalis dominated vegetation co-dominant with 

E. amygdalina on Permian mudstone, in the Meehan 

Range for example, is subsumed within DAM. 

Similarly, where it is locally dominant or co-dominant 

with E. amygdalina on sandstone, it is classified into 

DAS. 

RFA mapping unit 

DVG is equivalent to RFA V. 

Distribution 

Found throughout the drier parts of Tasmania, 

particularly prevalent through the Midlands and the 

lower slopes of the Eastern Tiers.  

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This forest community is widespread in Tasmania 

below 700 m on well–drained sites (ridges, hills, 

saddles and slopes), generally on dolerite or basalt 

(occasionally on sandstone) in the low- rainfall 

regions in the Midlands and on the lower slopes of 

the Eastern and Western Tiers. It also occurs on 

limestone on north-facing slopes in the Mole Creek 

district, and on a variety of sediments in the north-

east of the State. It is well adapted to dry conditions 

and is found on free–draining sites, which are often 

susceptible to drought. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant canopy species in this forest 

community is Eucalyptus viminalis, which attains 

around 20 m in height, less on poorer sites. 

E. pauciflora, E. ovata and E. amygdalina may be 

present as subdominants. E. viminalis grades into 

E. dalrympleana between 300 m and 600 m altitude. 

E. rubida may occur as localised stands on flats and 

saddles in the southern Midlands and the Fingal 

Valley. 

On drier slopes, grasses and herbs dominate the 

understorey, but in some places, Acacia mearnsii, 

Allocasuarina verticillata and Bursaria spinosa form 

an additional stratum of small trees. On moister 

sites, E. viminalis forest has an understorey of Acacia 

dealbata, Pteridium esculentum and a herb-rich, 

grassy ground cover. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

11 Eucalyptus viminalis–Acaena ovina grassy woodland 

12 Eucalyptus viminalis/E. amygdalina–Acaena echinata–

Dichondra repens grassy woodland; also occurs in 

DAD 

14 Eucalyptus viminalis–Pteridium esculentum grassy 

woodland 

17 Eucalyptus viminalis/Allocasuarina verticillata–Acacia 

mearnsii grassy; also occurs in NBA 

18 Eucalyptus viminalis–Plantago varia grassy woodland 

Riparian communities: 

25 Acaena novae-zelandiae–Agrostis capillaris–Poa 

labillardierei riparian herbland; also occurs in GPL & 

DRO 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY–gRUB Grassy Eucalyptus rubida woodland; there is 

no TASVEG equivalent but it is most often associated 

with this mapping unit 

DRY–gVIM Grassy Eucalyptus viminalis woodland; also 

occurs in DAM & DAS 

DRY–shVIM Shrubby Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DVC, DAC & DSC 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

6 Eucalyptus woodland over Hakea microcarpa–Poa 

labillardierei–Lomandra longifolia grassy–sedgy scrub 

10 Eucalyptus woodland over Pomaderris apetala–

Pteridium esculentum–Poa labillardierei–Lomandra 

longifolia–Carex appressa closed–scrub; also occurs in 

WVI  



 

 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - April 2019)    76 

 

Eucalyptus viminalis–Eucalyptus globulus coastal forest and woodland (DVC) 

General description 

Eucalyptus viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and 

woodland (DVC) is dominated by either E. viminalis 

or E. globulus trees that are usually (but not always) 

small and of open form. They are dry sclerophyll 

communities with shrubby understoreys, although in 

woodland the understorey can be heathy. 

 

Tinderbox. Nepelle Temby. 

Example localities 

Sandspit River Private Wildlife Sanctuary; Bruny 

Island Neck Game Reserve. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The community generally occurs in coastal and near-

coastal areas on Holocene and Pleistocene sands. 

Vegetation with some affinities to this community 

has been mapped on King Island as DKW. 

RFA mapping unit 

DVC is equivalent to RFA G. 

Distribution 

Eucalyptus viminalis–E. globulus coastal forest and 

woodland occurs in coastal areas, in particular on 

large sand spits such as at Seven Mile Beach and 

Nine Mile Beach. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community is generally confined to recently 

deposited sands (Holocene and Pleistocene) in 

coastal formations such as back-dunes, sand spits 

and tombolos. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species is E. viminalis or 

E. globulus, usually 10–20 m tall. E. amygdalina or 

E. ovata are sometimes present. 

Where the site is protected from frequent fires, the 

trees are taller (< 30 m). Where fires are frequent, 

hollows and butt damage are common and tree 

form is generally poor. 

The understorey in this forest community is usually 

dominated by Pteridium esculentum, with a varying 

cover of tall to medium shrubs, including Banksia 

marginata, Acacia dealbata, Leptospermum 

scoparium and Exocarpos cupressiformis. Near 

coastal dunes, Acacia sophorae and Leucopogon 

parviflorus may become prominent. 

  



 

 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark (revised - April 2019)    77 

 

The low understorey layers are dominated by 

Pteridium esculentum. This often results in only a 

sparse cover of Epacris impressa, Leucopogon 

species and other heaths.  

Lomandra longifolia can also be locally prominent. 

The ground layer is often sparse, with scattered 

grasses such as Poa labillardierei and Austrostipa 

species, and such herbs as Wahlenbergia species and 

Dichondra repens. Orchids are often an important 

but cryptic component of these forests, with several 

rare and threatened orchid species recorded in this 

forest community. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry coastal communities: 

23 Eucalyptus globulus–Carex breviculmis forest 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

1a Coastal Allocasuarina low forest; also occurs in NAV 

5j Coastal shrubby Eucalyptus viminalis forest 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-hGLOB Heathy Eucalyptus globulus forest; also 

occurs in DKW 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs 

in DAC, DAZ, DAM & DKW 

DRY-shGLOB Shrubby Eucalyptus globulus forest; also 

occurs in DGL& DPU 

DRY-shVIM Shrubby Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also 

occurs in DVG, DAC & DSC  
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King Island eucalypt woodland (DKW) 

General description 

King Island eucalypt woodland is woodland or 

occasionally forest vegetation on King Island that is 

dominated by Eucalyptus viminalis and/or E. globulus 

over an understorey of scrub or tall heath. In areas 

of impeded drainage E. globulus may be co-

dominant with E. brookeriana. 

 

Red Hut Point, King Island. Richard Barnes. 

Example localities 

On the northern slopes of Big Lake, southern King 

Island and near Lake Martha (Lavinia State Reserve) 

in the north-east of King Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

DKW maps the dry scrubby-heathy woodland (and 

occasionally forest) vegetation on King Island 

typically co-dominated by Eucalyptus globulus and 

E. viminalis (including mallee-forms of the latter). It 

also includes pure E. viminalis woodlands and forests 

on King Island, which are associated with nutrient-

poor sandy soils near the coast. Dry woodlands 

dominated by either Eucalyptus ovata or 

E. brookeriana over shrubland or sedgeland on King 

Island, which may or may not have E. globulus as a 

subdominant are mapped as Eucalyptus ovata forest 

and woodland (DOV). On King Island, E. viminalis is 

usually absent from DOV but may occur either as 

scattered individuals or as a localised dominant over 

small patches within forest or woodland that is 

otherwise dominated by E. ovata. 

There is debate surrounding the taxonomy of 

Eucalyptus brookeriana and E. ovata on King Island 

(Barnes et al 2002) and more generally in the north-

west of Tasmania. However, TASVEG has separated 

the mapping of E. brookeriana/E. ovata on King Island 

into either Eucalyptus brookeriana wet forest (WBR) 

or Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland (DOV) on 

the basis of canopy density and understory 

characteristics. RFA mapping unit 

DKW is included in RFA KG. 

Distribution 

Drier woodlands occur north of Naracoopa and 

near the Sea Elephant Estuary. The swales of the old 

dune system in the island’s far south (near Red Hut 

Point, Collier Swamp, Big Lake and near Seal Rocks) 

and north-east of the island (near Lake Martha, 

Lavinia) also support this woodland community. The 

largest and most significant patch is on the slopes 

north of Colliers Swamp and Big Lake. Small patches 

occur in Lavinia State Reserve and on unallocated 

Crown land in the Island’s north. 
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Bioregional occurrence 

KIN (endemic to King Island). 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This woodland is largely restricted to dry situations, 

such as ridgelines, coastal areas or on sandy soils. 

Eucalyptus viminalis dominates areas at the lowest 

end of the fertility range on free draining sands, 

while E. globulus generally dominates on areas of 

organic soils that have developed over sands. 

From field observations, the structure and species 

composition of these woodlands appears to be 

strongly related to fire history (frequency and 

intensity) and soil characteristics (e.g. depth, clay 

content, moisture availability, parent rock). Frequent 

fires may eliminate the shrub component of these 

woodlands, while stock browsing impacts heathy 

understoreys, converting them to an understorey of 

graminoids. 

On occasion, the density and height of the canopy 

eucalypts reaches that of a forest, especially if fires 

have been infrequent. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

Eucalyptus globulus typically co-dominates with 

E. viminalis, the latter of which is often, but not 

always, mallee form. However, other facies also 

occur, notably an E. viminalis-dominated woodland 

with tall (up to 30 m) widely dispersed trees occurs 

at Lake Martha near Lavinia. In areas with poor 

drainage the community is often co-dominated by 

E. globulus and E. brookeriana. In the majority of 

locations trees grow to about 8 to 16 m tall, but 

may be shorter in more frequently burnt areas and 

those sites exposed to strong coastal influences.  

Tall midstorey shrubs include Acacia mucronata, 

Monotoca glauca, Banksia marginata, Leptospermum 

laevigatum, L. scoparium, Allocasuarina monilifera 

and Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae. Dense 

thickets of shrubs occur where fire-frequency has 

been low and the soils better formed (e.g. a shallow 

peat over sand). The lower (and sometimes upper) 

shrub layer often contains heaths such as 

Leucopogon ericoides, Pultenaea juniperina, Boronia 

anemonifolia subsp. variabilis, Epacris impressa, 

Amperea xiphoclada, Olearia glutinosa and 

O. ramulosa. Ground-layer species, which are more 

abundant and diverse in canopy gaps and at the 

edge of scrub thickets, include Pteridium esculentum, 

Dianella tasmanica, the sclerophyllous graminoids 

Baloskion tetraphyllum, Lepidosperma concavum, 

Leptocarpus tenax, Empodisma minus and Gahnia 

grandis, and the grasses Austrodanthonia species, 

Poa poiformis, Tetrarrhena distichophylla and  

Microlaena stipoides. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) Dry 

sclerophyll forests and woodlands 

DRY-hGLOB Heathy Eucalyptus globulus forest 

DRY-hVIM Heathy Eucalyptus viminalis forest; also occurs 

in DAC, DAZ & DAM  
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Midlands woodland complex (DMW) 

General description 

This category is an open woodland community 

growing at altitudes less than 300 m on dolerite and 

basalt. The tree layer has less than 20% solid crown 

cover. The community comprises the woodland 

facies of Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland 

(DOV), E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland 

(DVG) and E. pauciflora forest and woodland on 

dolerite (DPD). This mapping unit has mainly been 

applied in the Midlands region. 

 

Jericho. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Mona Vale. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Woodlands dominated by any or all of Eucalyptus 

ovata, E. viminalis and E. pauciflora, predominantly 

with grassy understoreys, on fertile flats in the 

Midlands area distinguish this community. Trees have 

less than 20% solid crown cover. The community 

grades into Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland 

(DOV), E. viminalis grassy forest and woodland 

(DVG) and E. pauciflora forest and woodland on 

dolerite (DPD) at altitudes less than 300 m on 

dolerite and basalt. This mapping unit has mainly 

been applied in the Midlands region. This community 

does not include E. pauciflora on deep windblown 

sands (mapped as DAZ) and E. pauciflora on 

sediments with a diverse heathy understorey, which 

is mapped as DPO. 

RFA mapping unit 

DMW is included in RFA OV, PS, or V depending 

on the dominant eucalypt species. 

Distribution 

Although this community is largely confined to the 

Tasmanian Northern Midlands Bioregion, it has also 

been mapped in the eastern margins of the 

Tasmanian Northern Slopes Bioregion, on the 

central east coast and other lowland districts in the 

south- east. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TNM, TNS, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This woodland complex covers the grassy E. ovata 

and E. pauciflora (and occasionally E. viminalis) 

woodlands of the river flats and lower slopes in the 

Midlands. Upslope, it merges into E. viminalis and 

E. amygdalina grassy woodlands. These woodlands 

occur on some of the most fertile soils in the 

lowlands of the Midlands and the lower Derwent 

River valley, and also experience some of the coldest 

winter and hottest summer temperatures in the 

State, and the lowest rainfall levels. The complex 

occurs on basalt and dolerite, and alluvium on river 

flats at altitudes less than 300 m.
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This community does not include either E. pauciflora 

on deep, wind-blown sands (mapped as DAZ) or E. 

pauciflora on sediments with a diverse heathy 

understorey (mapped as DPO). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant tree species are E. ovata, E. pauciflora 

and E. viminalis. Other tree species sometimes 

present are E. amygdalina, Acacia dealbata and 

Bursaria spinosa. 

Grassy E. ovata–E. pauciflora woodlands have a 

diverse ground layer, rich in orchids, lilies, peas and 

herbs. Themeda triandra, Poa rodwayi and 

Austrostipa species dominate the understorey. The 

shrub layer is poorly developed, consisting of 

prostrate shrubs such as Hibbertia species, 

Leucopogon species, Astroloma humifusum and 

Lissanthe strigosa. 

Floristic communities known to occur in 

this mapping unit 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

2b Grassy Eucalyptus amygdalina woodland; also occurs in 

DAD, DAZ & DAM 

2g Grassy Eucalyptus ovata woodland; also occurs in 

DOV & DAZ 

Grasslands and grassy woodlands: 

19 Eucalyptus viminalis/E. ovata/E. pauciflora–Convolvulus 

erubescens grassy woodland 

15 Eucalyptus ovata–Hypoxis hygrometrica grassy 

woodland 

Additional communities (Forest Botany Manual) 

Dry sclerophyll forests and woodlands: 

DRY-gPAUC Grassy Eucalyptus pauciflora forest; also 

occurs in DPO 
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