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The Running 
Postman
Our newsletter is named after 

a small twining plant that is 

widespread in Tasmanian dry 

forests (Kennedia prostrata).

The Running Postman is published 

three times per year, and circulated 

to all the participants in the 

various Private Land Conservation 

Program (PLCP) initiatives, as well 

as other interested groups and 

individuals.  

The PLCP conservation covenant 

partners, Land for Wildlife 

members, and signatories 

to Vegetation Management 

Agreements now extends to 

over 1000 people.  These people 

range from graziers and farmers 

with extensive operations in the 

Midlands, through to people with 

two hectare bush blocks on the 

fringes of Hobart, with just about 

everything in between.  

More information regarding the 

PLCP (and an electronic version 

of  The Running Postman) can be 

found on the Department of 

Primary Industries, Parks, Water 

and Environment website: 

www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/plcp

In  th i s  Issue

On the cover: View from the Frogmore protected area. Photo by Simon de Salis.

Above: The Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata). Photo by Dr Greg Jordan, UTAS.

Design and layout: ILS Design Unit, DPIPWE.
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Private Land Conservation Program participants 

as at July 1 2010

Number of covenants 581

- hectares 74,178

Land for Wildlife members 755

- hectares 53,988

Gardens for Wildlife members 315

Please note that some landowners are registered with more than one program and  
there is some overlap in the figures presented.

The Running Postman is printed on Monza Satin recycled paper, derived from 

sustainable forests, elemental chlorine free pulp and certified environmental systems.



The passing of the end of financial 

year 09/10 yielded another bumper 

crop of conservation covenants 

– 113 in the period, once again 

surpassing previous years’ totals.  

Our program area target of 68,000 

hectares under conservation 

agreement was exceeded 

considerably, as we reached the 

total of 82,300 hectares, up from 

50,000 at the end of June 2009.

This huge growth in area was 

mainly due to the finalisation of 

several very large agreements 

under the now finished Non-forest 

Vegetation Project, and the Forest 

Conservation Fund (FCF).

Now that we are in the concluding 

phase of the FCF (with less than 20 

covenants to go), we are expecting 

that we’ll have much slower growth 

for the 2010/11 year.  This is of 

course a good thing, as it gives 

us the opportunity to take stock 

of what we have achieved and 

ensure that future growth of the 

reserve system provides maximum 

conservation benefit.

This edition of The Running Postman 

heralds the onset of spring with a 

slightly coastal theme and articles 

featuring conservation works in a 

variety of maritime settings.  We 

thought that it was appropriate, 

given the mild, almost beachy 

weather that we have had this 

winter.  I hope you enjoy the 

articles – any feedback welcome.

  

John Harkin

500th celebratory event. 

Photos by Simon de Salis.             The Running  Postman   •    August  2010 August  2010   •    The Running  Postman                       The Running  Postman   •    August  2010 3

Manager ’s  Message



Tasmania ’s  500th voluntary 
perpetual covenant  ce lebr at ion at  ‘Frogmore ’

4

As mentioned in the last edition of 

The Running Postman, the Private 

Land Conservation Program (PLCP) 

recently registered the 500th 

voluntary perpetual covenant on 

the title of the Frogmore property.

So it was on a fine and sunny 

winter’s morning (Thursday 22nd 

July 2010), at picturesque Frogmore, 

a small celebratory event was held 

to mark the auspicious occasion.

John Harkin opened the day with a 

short speech that gave background 

to the 500th registration and 

highlighted the fact that there is 

now more than 1% of Tasmania’s 

land area under perpetual, 

voluntary conservation covenant 

- that is 68,100 hectares of private 

land perpetually protected for 

conservation.

One hectare in every 

100 hectares of 

Tasmania is now 

purposefully managed 

for conservation 

– in addition to the Parks, World 

Heritage Areas etc, not to mention 

the land covered by Land for 

Wildlife and other less binding 

management arrangements.  

Quite an achievement.

John praised the people involved 

in this ten year effort for building a 

strong foundation for the ongoing 

work of ensuring the perpetuation 

of the flow of species and genes 

across the landscape into the future.  

He emphasised that these islands 

of conservation are our connection 

with the past, and a significant 

part of our insurance policy for an 

uncertain future.

Minister O’Byrne then spoke of 

how the PLCP is working with 

other organisations to ensure that 

the private reserve system grows 

in a strategic and coordinated way, 

and ensuring that the landowners 

involved have the wherewithal to 

carry out the best conservation 

management possible.

The Minister emphasised the 

Australian Government’s role in 

achieving the milestones, as the 

provider of funds for many of the 

programs.  He also highlighted the 

ongoing work with major private 

and public land managers to ensure 

that their planning factors in the 

private land conservation estate.  

In time, this will result in better 

connected reserves, and reserves 

with better buffers against weeds 

and other threats.

Minister O’Byrne then called on 

Frogmore owner Tony Scherer, and 

presented him with a sign to mark the 

location of his new Protected Area.

Tony has been involved in 

conservation initiatives on Frogmore 

for more than ten years.  As the 

property with Tasmania’s only known 

wild population of Hardenbergia 

violaceae, he has worked closely with 

DPIPWE to protect the plants by 

caging them: they are now also in 

the reserve area. 

Tony entertained the assembled 

group with reflections on his youth 

growing up in the late 1940s and 

50s on a farm just out of Los 

Angeles in the USA.  In an area 

of 1,500 hectares there were few 

farms.  All with wide open spaces, 

involved in what he termed “truck 

farming”. 

It was only in a few short years that 

all that disappeared to be replaced 

with houses and factories. So he 

speaks from first-hand knowledge 

of the forces of change and with a 

passion for the need to continue 

to protect and preserve our 

biodiversity.

The morning was rounded off with 

cake and a cup of tea then a visit 

to the caged Hardenbergia – then 

it was back to the office to get on 

with the next 500 . . .

  

John Harkin

Photos (L to R): John Harkin, Tony Scherer and Minister O’Byrne.  

Photo by Simon de Salis.

Some of the treats provided by the local CWA ladies.  

Photo by Louise Mendel.

             The Running  Postman   •    August  20104 August  2010   •    The Running  Postman                       The Running  Postman   •    August  2010



Now that approximately 1% of 

Tasmania’s 6.8 million hectares 

is under private conservation 

covenant, the PLCP is particularly 

keen to ensure that future private 

reserves most effectively contribute 

to protecting Tasmania’s natural 

diversity.  But which areas should 

be reserved to make the most 

effective contribution?  

Clearly, natural areas differ across 

Tasmania.  But which areas are vital 

to the long-term persistence of 

Tasmania’s biodiversity?  The PLCP 

in partnership with the Tasmanian 

Land Conservancy (TLC) is 

addressing these questions and 

more, in a new project.  

The ‘Prioritising Conservation 

on Private Land’ (PCPL) project 

commenced in 2009.  Oberon 

Carter coordinates the project, 

working closely with a small group 

of conservation scientists and 

spatial analyst Felicity Faulkner.

There are many ways that the 

Tasmanian Reserve Estate could 

be configured.  But if all reserves 

were to protect the same species 

or vegetation communities, then 

a likely result might be that other 

important species and communities 

remain unprotected and at risk of 

degradation.  Whilst the private 

reserves that come from proposals 

by landowners contribute greatly 

to conservation, there are still 

likely to be ‘gaps’ - natural values 

unprotected or insufficiently 

reserved.  But where are the 

conservation gaps?  It is a subjective 

question indeed.

The National Reserve System 

released a report in 2009 that 

sets the directions for Australia’s 

reserves for 2009-2030.  It 

describes the range of natural 

values that should be included 

within the National Reserve System, 

for example threatened species and 

vegetation communities, biological 

refugia, critical habitats, sites of 

endemism, and places of species 

and ecosystem richness.  

To articulate National and State 

conservation priorities for Tasmania 

and to assist conservation planners, 

the project working group collated 

existing datasets (and prepared 

some new ones) to map out 

priority values for conservation in 

Tasmania.  The working group then 

developed a metric to combine 

all of the ‘layers’ of natural values 

and produced a first-cut map that 

shows where concentrations of 

special natural values occur.  These 

areas of concentration are referred 

to as ‘focal landscapes’ (see map).  

These are areas of the state that 

include large areas of private 

land which contain many co-

occurring natural values.  Increased 

conservation effort (e.g. seeking 

new reserves) in these areas has 

become a priority for the PLCP and 

TLC, with numerous landowners 

in these focal landscapes being 

engaged through the Protected 

Areas on Private Land (PAPL) 

Program.  Focal landscapes may 

be refined and adjusted as new 

information becomes available.

The spatial information prepared 

under the PCPL project is fed 

into DPIPWE’s Conservation 

Information System, a repository 

for conservation related spatial 

information that can be utilised by a 

range of conservation planners and 

interested groups.  Contact Oberon 

Carter  on 6233 6099 for more 

information.

Oberon Carter

Reference: National Reserve System 

Task Group (2009) Australia’s Strategy 

for the National Reserve System 2009-

2030, Department of the Environment, 

Water, Heritage and the Arts, Canberra, 

ACT.
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conser vat ion  

But which areas should be 

reserved to make the most 

effective contribution?  



Sea eagle  conservation  
in  act ion on Br uny I s land

Brendan and Marlene Schmidt 

moved to Bruny Island over seven 

years ago, purchasing a small sheep 

grazing property with both natural 

bush and open pasture areas.  The 

property also offers spectacular 

coastal views, a lovely bush setting 

and plenty of room for self-sufficient 

food growing.  Both Brendan and 

Marlene are now active members 

of the local community, contributing 

their time and skills to a variety of 

community projects. 

Being keen bird observers they are 

delighted to have a pair of resident 

White-bellied sea eagles on their 

property.  In a prime position high 

above the water line in a typically 

large eucalypt tree, the pair of sea 

eagles has nested and successfully 

raised chicks in the past few years. 

Brendan and Marlene are helping 

to protect the sea eagles breeding 

site for the long term by setting 

aside this part of their property in a 

private reserve under the Eagle Nest 

Protection Program (ENPP).  The 

ENPP is a partnership between wind 

energy supplier Roaring 40s, the 

Tasmanian Land Conservancy (TLC) 

and the PLCP.  Both Wedge-tailed 

eagles and White-bellied sea eagles 

nest sites and habitat has benefited 

through the nine private reserves 

that have been established via this 

program to date.   

Research has shown that sea 

eagles are particularly sensitive to 

disturbance whilst breeding and 

may abandon a nest, leaving eggs 

and chicks to die if disturbance 

exceeds a critical level.  The Schmidts’ 

commitment to eagle protection 

means that they limit the farm 

activity in their reserve during the 

eagle breeding season, which is from 

the beginning of July to the end of 

January, to reduce the disturbance 

to eagles during this critical time.  

This means the Schmidts’ typical 

work such as grazing and mustering 

of sheep, fencing repairs and weed 

control activities are all conducted 

between February and June.  

Since purchasing the property, 

Brendan and Marlene have also 

undertaken several rehabilitation 

projects on the reserve and other 

parts of their property, with the 

aim of improving the natural values.  

Brendan and Marlene are also 

working with PLCP Stewardship 

Officer, Lyn Pullen, to design and 

erect signs along the boundary of 

the reserve.  The signs will advise 

people traversing the foreshore on 

the edge of the property of the 

importance of the nest site, and the 

need to limit disturbance during the 

breeding season.   

Brendan and Marlene’s sensitive 

management of the reserve is 

reducing all these disturbance factors, 

creating a safe haven for the nesting 

birds.  They’ll be keeping a close eye 

on the nest this coming breeding 

season to see if the resident eagles 

will successfully raise another chick.  

The ENPP,  led by Leigh Walters 

(TLC), is keen to hear from other 

landowners who have an eagle’s 

nest on their property and who, 

like the Schmidts, would also like to 

protect the nest and habitat on their 

property.  Leigh can be contacted on 

0407 891 025.

Lyn Pul len

The ENPP was recognised in the 

recent 2010 Tasmanian Awards for 

Environmental Excellence, winning the 

award for environmental stewardship.
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White-be l l ied sea eag le – a majestic bird

Retention of coastal vegetation, 

particularly tall trees (dead or 

alive) is important for many wildlife 

species; one in particular is the 

magnificent White-bellied sea eagle 

(Haliaeetus leucogaster).  

This is the second 

largest raptor species in 

Australia 

(the Wedge-tailed eagle is the 

largest).

Sea eagles favour coastal areas in 

Tasmania, but may also be found 

along large rivers, estuaries or 

inland lakes.  They have specific 

nesting requirements, relying on 

large eucalypt trees on sheltered 

slopes close to water in which to 

build their nest.  

These nests are used repeatedly 

and added to each year, some nests 

can reach over 4 metres depth 

and 2.5 metres width.  Nests are 

constructed using twigs and small 

branches carefully positioned and 

arranged.  Prior to breeding, the 

nest is lined with lots of green 

leaves, usually carried to the nest by 

the female.

Little is known about the complete 

breeding cycle of the sea eagle.  

However, much is being learnt from 

EagleCam which has been set-up 

near the Birds Australia Discovery 

Centre (BADC) in Sydney Olympic 

Park (SOP) to provide live footage.  

Volunteers from BADC and SOP 

rangers have placed real time cameras 

high in adjacent trees to watch the nest 

and the antics of the parents as they 

renovate the nest, lay eggs and watch 

the fledglings grow.  It is an exciting 

opportunity to learn more about the 

behaviour of these beautiful birds.  

Footage from the EagleCam can be 

viewed at www.birdsaustralia.com.

au/the-organisation/eaglecam.html – 

it shows some incredible footage.  

There is nothing so 

lovely as to watch a sea 

eagle soaring, or sitting 

for extended lengths 

of time high on a tree 

branch by the water 

edge waiting patiently 

to catch a feed.  

They have a distinctive call which 

sounds like ‘ang-ank’ often heard when 

two birds are calling to each other, or 

when a sea eagle is being ‘pestered’ by 

smaller birds such as masked lapwings, 

magpies or silver gulls.

It is estimated that 

there are less than 

1,000 breeding pairs of 

sea eagles in Tasmania.  

Every effort should be made to 

protect existing nest sites and 

potential habitat for future nest 

sites to ensure the survival of these 

beautiful birds. 

Iona Mitchel l
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Creating bandicoot 
habitat  – conser vat ion in 
capt iv i ty 

Moni tor  your shoreline 

If you have ever entertained the 

idea of your own island paradise 

you might be closer than you 

think.  Ecologists pioneering the 

area of reserve design in the 1970’s 

recognised similarities between 

functions within fragmented 

terrestrial vegetation communities 

and island environments.  The 

strongly debated ‘Theory of Island 

Biogeography’, tested on a few small 

islands in Florida, related well to 

scenarios where patches of native 

vegetation had been fragmented by 

various forms of development.  

Picture a cluster of newly formed 

islands, some near, some far from 

a mainland rich with a diversity of 

species.  In summary, the theory 

states that a ‘near’ island will be 

colonised more quickly and with 

more species than a ‘far’ island.  In 

addition, a large island will generally 

support a greater richness of species 

than a small island, with a greater 

abundance of each species leading 

to greater biodiversity.   What 

matters to us is how this relates to 

the capacity of the island to keep 

itself in good health: its resistance 

to (ability to fend off) threatening 

processes and its resilience (ability to 

recover) from damaging events. 

Imagine those islands are patches of 

remnant vegetation within an ocean 

of residential development, just off 

the “coast” of a large national park.  

Following the same theory, a small 

patch of remnant forest, distant from 

the national park is less ideal than a 

large patch nearby the park.   One 

reason is that the resilience of the 

small distant reserve is limited by 

its proximity to back up supplies of 

regenerative means (such as wind 

and bird distributed seed).  The 

resistance of the small distant island 

is also limited.  Disturbance is most 

common on the edges of reserves 

but may extend some distance 

inwards, blow in weeds are an 

excellent example, pathogens such 

as phytophthora also fit this model. 

This is of important consequence.  

Consider you are slashing two 

paddocks, one very large, one very 

small.  You do two runs around 

the perimeter of each.  The larger 

paddock still has a core area of 

considerable size while the smaller 

paddock may have only a tiny 

fragment remaining.  If you imagine 

those remaining areas to be forest 

reserve it is clear the smaller 

reserve has less, well, in reserve, 

available as raw materials to facilitate 

regeneration.  

Many ecological ‘interventions’ 

such as vegetation corridors and 

perimeter plantings have been 

born out of the Theory of Island 

Biogeography.  Each is aimed to 

address a particular vulnerability 

that the theory identifies, through 

enriching, connecting or enlarging 

smaller fragmented landscapes.  

As a reserve owner-manager the 

theory guides us towards potential 

weakness that we might like to 

pay particular attention to.  It also 

assists us to identify the best means 

of strengthening the integrity of 

our reserve so as to minimise 

threats, many of which can be 

costly.

So go on out and walk the shoreline 

of your island reserve.  You might 

see your resistance is being tested 

by an unknown or unwelcome party 

or perhaps even recognise ways of 

increasing your resilience. If so, get in 

touch with Lyn Pullen or myself and 

we can discuss more practical and 

less theoretical means of protecting 

your island paradise.

Stu King
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Have you ever wondered about 

what native plants you should grow 

and where?  their names? what they 

look like? or have you needed some 

inspiration for landscaping ideas?  

Well, thanks to the hard work of a 

small group of volunteers mad keen 

on native plants, there is a great 

garden you can go to which has 

recently been opened to the public.  

Senator Christine Milne officially 

opened the Tasmanian Bushland 

Garden on 18th April 2010, ten 

years after a group of about 20 - 30 

people came up with the idea of 

creating a regional botanic garden 

to display some of the native plants 

of South Eastern Tasmania.  

The money to purchase the 20 

hectare block was generously 

donated by Glad Dodson, now 

90 years old, who was present at 

the opening.  Patient persistence, 

hard labour and contributions from 

successful funding grants enabled 

the group to achieve on-ground 

works and amenities, including 

seats and tables for picnics or just 

to sit back to relax and enjoy the 

bushland setting. 

The display garden covers half a 

hectare of the land and is sited 

near a former quarry.  Great efforts 

with earth moving equipment were 

taken to stabilise the quarry wall 

face and clear up the quarry flats.  

The gravel that was cleaned up was 

used to make the pathways and the 

large rocks were used in landscaping 

the garden.  

The garden has been planted out 

in beds to represent different 

vegetation communities, such as 

grasslands, wet gully, and rocky 

shrubberies.  All plants are labelled 

and the garden beds have been 

beautifully landscaped – including 

incorporating sculptures by local 

artists.  

A number of walking tracks have 

been created to take you through 

the natural bushland which has 

lots of wildlife, including wallabies, 

wombats, echidnas, skinks and lots 

of birds. 

It is wonderful to see the results 

of the dedication, hard work and 

commitment of the core group 

of volunteers who had a vision 

to create this garden.  They have 

succeeded in providing a great 

legacy for current and future 

generations to enjoy. It is well worth 

a visit when next you are travelling 

up the East Coast – keep your eye 

out for the sign just before Buckland.

Iona Mitchel l
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Creating bandicoot 
habitat  – conser vat ion in 
capt iv i ty 

Happy Feet  in  Hobar t  suburbs
– protecting penguins

Good news: a penguin 

rookery in a reserve 

on the banks of the 

Derwent has shown 

an increase in the 

number of penguins 

nesting and breeding.

In 2006 the council and an adjacent 

landowner entered a joint Land 

for Wildlife registration, effectively 

creating a much greater area of 

habitat under protection and a 

good neighbour to the reserve.  

This followed several years of active 

work to ensure that the penguins 

had a safe future, after a number of 

penguins were killed by dogs in 2004.  

The Derwent Estuary Penguin 

Project (DEPP) was established 

involving local and state 

government, community members 

and industry, with funding provided 

by the Australian Government’s 

Envirofund and Caring for Our 

Country programs. 

Since 2005, volunteers and 

council staff have done a terrific 

job removing weeds, stabilising 

landslips, rerouting tracks, replanting 

native plants and making artificial 

burrows to complement the 

natural burrows.   Entangling weeds 

continue to be removed as they 

impede access to burrows.  

The Understorey Network, 

Conservation Volunteer teams and 

the local council have teamed up 

to pool resources and accomplish 

significant on-ground works.  

Some of these activities will also 

be undertaken on private land 

adjacent to the reserve. Problems 

with vandalism, fires being lit 

(using plant stakes for firewood), 

and groups of youths consuming 

alcohol (discarding bottles or cans) 

have been improved by restricting 

parking access and street lighting.

The area is now fenced off and 

gates have been installed to protect 

the penguins and nesting sites from 

stray dogs.  Signage also informs 

people of dog walking restrictions 

and the importance of the reserve 

for nesting seabirds, with no 

mention of penguins.  Penguin 

rookeries are sensitive sites and 

efforts are often made to be non-

specific about their locations.

In a few short years, the reserve has 

been transformed from a severely 

degraded site to healthy habitat 

for happy penguins.  The success of 

the project is a credit to all those 

involved. 

Iona Mitchell
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Swansea par tner sh ip on weed control 

Weeds are difficult to manage, 

often hard to get to, can require 

spray unit equipment, and take time 

and money to control.  That said, 

they must be managed, or else the 

problem will get worse and the 

health of the protected area will 

suffer.

The Swansea area is one of 14 

areas around the state that the 

Protected Areas on Private Land 

(PAPL) Program is calling focal 

landscapes.  These areas have 

been identified as regions with 

concentrations of the types of 

natural values that PAPL is aiming 

to protect.  Active landowner 

engagement for new covenants is 

occurring in these areas, as well as 

extra effort to improve the overall 

landscape health.

Environmental weeds within private 

protected areas around Swansea 

have received quite a hiding in 

the past few months.  Gorse is 

widespread in this area, as in many 

areas of the state and weeds like 

gorse probably impact on the 

condition of private reserves as 

much as any other threat.  

When it comes to landscape scale 

efforts, that’s where we need to 

join with others to be able to make 

an impact.  The weed management 

project around Swansea is actually 

a partnership between the 

landowners of 18 PAPL reserves, 

NRM South, the Glamorgan Spring 

Bay Council, and the PLCP.

PLCP staff have in the past mapped 

weeds within these reserves, 

allowing a fully costed and well 

planned funding proposal to be 

presented to NRM South.  The 

proposal was funded and the 

Catchment to Coast Coordinator, 

Mary Whitaker who is based 

in Swansea, now manages the 

project.  Mandy and Murdo, who 

are employed by the council, have 

already worked their way through 

three quarters of the 18 reserves, 

with a combination of cut and paint 

and quick spray unit action.

The project has been a great 

success, giving owners of reserves 

a real boost with their weed 

management programs and will 

really make a difference to the long 

term viability of these protected 

areas. 

It also has had an extra benefit in 

providing some employment within 

the local community.  A real win win 

outcome.

Dean V incent

In other news for the region, 

congratulations to the Little Swanport 

Catchment Management Plan 

Implementation Committee (LSCMPIC) 

who were nominated for, and won, a 

2010 National Landcare Award for 

its work with a wide range of natural 

resource management projects including 

fencing of riparian land and priority 

remnant vegetation such as saltmarsh, 

and engaging the community in water 

quality monitoring activities.

Photos (L to R):  

PAPL Coordinator, Dean Vincent, in action. Photo by Mary Whitaker.
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Resource Management and Conser vation
Pr ivate Land Conser vation Program
134 Macquar ie Street  Hobar t
GPO Box 44  Hobar t  TAS  7001
www.dpipwe .tas.gov.au/plcp

Selling 
Proper ty?

PLCP at  the Treadlightly 
EnviroFest

If you have a conservation covenant 

over your property and are thinking 

of selling, you should keep in mind 

that anyone involved in the sale 

process (e.g. agents, lawyers) need to 

be informed of the covenant and its 

implications.  

Prospective buyers and new owners 

must also be informed of the 

covenant on the property title so  

that they can factor this into their 

decisions.

A covenant may appeal to particular 

purchasers and should be promoted 

as a valuable aspect of the property.  

The PLCP Stewardship Officers are 

happy to talk to prospective buyers 

regarding the natural values and how 

to manage them in accordance with 

your agreement. 

We often find that buyers of Land 

for Wildlife (LFW) properties are 

keen to enter the program so that 

they can get involved in more active 

conservation management.  

We therefore also ask LFW owners 

who are selling to notify us so that 

we can make contact with the new 

owners and see if they would like to 

keep the property in the program. 

PLCP Contacts

Stewardship 

North:  Stu King 6336 5427 

South: Lyn Pullen  6233 3117 

General 

Annika Everaardt  6233 3654 

Land For Wildlife 

Iona Mitchell  6233 6427

The TreadLightly EnviroFest is an 

annual event aimed at promoting 

innovative ideas as well as increasing 

awareness of what we can do as 

individuals and as a community to 

live more sustainably and to reduce 

our impact on the environment.  

This year’s event was held on 

Sunday 6th June.  Judging by the 

numbers that came along, a winter’s 

day was no deterrent to those 

people keen to learn more and to 

celebrate World Environment Day.

The festival is hosted by the Royal 

Tasmanian Botanical Gardens in 

partnership with the Environment 

Protection Authority.  The Gardens 

provide the perfect setting for 

the many stallholders, displays 

and activities.  The PLCP were 

there to provide information on 

conservation options for private 

landowners, inclusive of Gardens 

for Wildlife, Land for Wildlife and 

conservation covenants.  

It’s a great festival with lots of 

interesting displays.  It’s also a 

pleasure for staff of the PLCP to 

meet and talk to people about 

protecting our wildlife species and 

their habitat.

The PLCP’s ‘where do they live’ 

game, made popular at last year’s 

Agfest, was once again a big hit with 

the young, and the young at heart.

Iona Mitchel l

The PLCP will also be at the upcoming 

Australian Plant Society Tasmania’s 

‘Wildflower Spectacular’ to be held from 

Friday 8th to Sunday 10th October in 

the Hobart City Hall.  The theme for this 

year’s show is ‘The joy of native plants’.  

It’s a wonderful display and well worthy 

of marking in your diary to attend.

Photo by Iona Mitchell.
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