
H o w  t o  f i n d  o u t  m o r e

phone Hobart 

6233 8538

Or for a local call from anywhere in the State 

1300 368 550

Or look on the DPIWE website

www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au

The Department of Primary Industries, Water and Environment 
(DPIWE) is building partnerships with landholders to develop 
property plans for sustainable management of their native 
vegetation.

Three key tools that will help future sustainable management 
of native vegetation are all voluntary and property-based:

vegetation management plan (VMP)

vegetation management agreement (VMA) 

conservation covenant

Financial incentives are available for landholders who enter 
into management agreements and covenants to protect their 
native bush, habitat for animals and threatened species.

Getting help
DPIWE has expert staff to help prepare vegetation 
management plans and agreements, and conservation 
covenants.  Currently, these services are funded under 
the Natural Heritage Trust and are provided at no cost to 
the landholder.

A number of programs offer assistance with native veg-
etation planning and management. These include:

Private Forests Reserve Program 

Protected Areas on Private Land

Non-forest Vegetation Program

Land for Wildlife

You, your consultant or any other person with good 
knowledge of natural and production systems may also 
prepare a vegetation management plan, or start the ball 
rolling for agreements and covenants. 

If you wish to develop any of these options, contact 
the DPIWE as below. An officer can then discuss your 
proposal with you. 

P r o p e r t y  V e g e t a t i o n
P l a n s
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A g r e e m e n t s      



Vegetation Management Plan (VMP)
A VMP is a voluntary and advisory document 
setting native vegetation management into a 
production context.  It is not legally binding.

It is best viewed as a component of a 
Property Management Plan (whole farm 
plan), helping plan for the future by dovetail-
ing conservation and production needs.

Using existing data and on-ground survey, it  
describes the native vegetation and related 
values of all or part of a property.  These 
values are prioritised and guidelines for best 
management are integrated with existing 
production systems and future plans. 

It can provide:

assessment of the native vegetation, 

identification of threatened plant and 
animal habitat on your property

better understanding of your property’s 
natural systems and how they interact 
with your farm production systems 

greater access to public funds for natural 
resource management; and

ability to better meet market-based ac-
creditation standards.

The VMP will be developed with you, tailored 
to your needs, and can be presented as:

a large poster with maps, tables and 
photographs of your property; or

map layers for your home farm 
computer; or

a management calendar; and

a booklet with the full details of the 
nature conservation issues (plant com-
munities, animals and plants), priorities 
and best management guidelines.

Conservation Covenants
Covenants are specifically drawn up with 
landholders to manage defined areas for na-
ture conservation.  They are legally binding, 
are registered on land title and usually apply 
in perpetuity, that is, they apply equally to all 
subsequent owners. In some circumstances, 
they may be for a fixed term.

Covenants give peace of mind and certainty 
that natural values will remain intact for fol-
lowing generations.  They may also enable:

incentive payments and grants to protect 
and improve the condition of native 
vegetation on the property;

small-scale clearing of threatened com-
munities or species where an overall en-
vironmental benefit is secured elsewhere 
on the property;

greater access to public funds for natural 
resource management; and

an ability to better meet market-based 
accreditation standards.

Vegetation Management Agreement 
(VMA)
These are voluntary but legally binding 
contracts between the landholder and the 
Government.

The agreement sets out commitments by 
both the landholder and the Crown in relation 
to native vegetation management for the 
period of the agreement. The period may 
vary, but generally will be 10 years.

Once your VMA is developed and signed, 
it will be a legal agreement for the agreed 
period. 

A VMA may provide:

exemption from, or accreditation under 
existing and future vegetation clear-
ing provisions in Tasmania’s regulatory 
systems;

management security to undertake 
agreed clearing during the life of an 
agreement;

other benefits such as incentive pay-
ments and better access to public grants 


