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these can be stored in a bag on a sunny windowsill, until
released.

You may want to collect wild seeds to grow for your own
property, or you may like to donate them to the
Understorey Seedbank – all
donations are gratefully
received, and are sent onto
volunteer growers around the
state.

The Understorey Network would
like some of the more common seeds,
such as Banksia, Prickly Box and Wattle
species. Seeds that are released quickly, such
as the pea and daisy family are also useful
to have – they are so easy to miss.

Contact Ruth Mollison on 6223 6377 for
more information on seed collecting for
the Understorey Network.
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From the Coordinator
Welcome to the tenth edition of the Land for Wildlife
newsletter. Again there was very good feedback from the last
newsletter and a good response to making use of the
Members Page. The owners of “Wind Song Bed and
Breakfast” accommodation on the east coast, Tom and Jane
Teniswood are kindly offering other LFWers discount
accommodation next year. Sarah Lloyd’s offer of leading bird
walks has been taken up by a few members – one of which
will be held at Nabowla on the 3rd December. There will be
a LFW Property Open Day at the Launceston Field
Naturalists property “Skemps” at Myrtle Banks. This is a
good start to using the newsletter and encouraging shared
activities with other members, which I hope to see
continually growing with successive newsletters. I will
endeavour to draw up a deadline date for next year’s
newsletters, this will make it easier to place notices of up-
coming events and ensure that they are advertised in good
time.

During October/November approximately 28 LFW
properties in the north between Port Sorell and West Tamar
made available their properties for a survey of the
threatened species Creeping spyridium (Spyridium
obcordatum) with other threatened species noted if found.
This was an excellent response to the survey organised by
the DPIWE Threatened Species Unit and undertaken by a
private botanical consultant company. I have spoken to
some of these property owners, but to those that I have not,
many thanks for assisting with this survey – it was greatly
appreciated.

Sarah Lloyd has again provided a delightful article on
observations she has made at her property. Also included in
this newsletter is a copy of a brochure Sarah has compiled –
this is related to the article she wrote in the last newsletter
(‘A scarce resource – leave logs for frogs’). Tasmania is
taking part in the International ‘Millennium Seed Bank
Project’ to conserve and preserve 10% of the world’s
vascular flora. The Seed Collector Project Officer, Micah
Visoiu describes this project and how you may be able to
help out. The Devonport Christian School has recently
been registered in the scheme – why and the fantastic work
they have done and are continuing to do is described.

Is there sufficient awareness of the enormous value for
conserving and protecting old trees particularly those with
hollows? The threats and consequences of the loss of these
grand trees and the use of nest boxes as substitutes are
discussed. A request is made for someone to lead a
workshop/field day on nest box design and construction in
recognition of the fact that it is extremely important to
build and use them correctly. The Understorey Network
would like help in collecting seeds for their growers and
suggest how you may collect seeds and where.

The next phase of the NRM Strategic Plans is the
implementation of many on-ground works. NRM South
have recently appointed four technical support staff to assist
the community with their management of water, soils,
native plants and animals, and coastal, marine and estuarine
areas. Again we have contributions from the Non-forest
Vegetation Program and the Private Forest Reserve Program.
This year has been a fantastic flowering year for native
grasslands and woodlands species – especially orchids, some
of which have not been seen for many years. The greater
part of Simpson’s Point, Bruny Island, has been secured
under a Private Forest Reserve Program conservation
covenant thus providing protection for a number of
threatened flora and faunal species. The recent project
“Midlands Biodiversity Hotspot Project” aims to protect
threatened species in the Midlands area by providing
financial assistance and incentives. Details of this project
and the contact officer are provided. Therese Smith has
provided a useful listing of good bird identification books for
those interested in learning more about our birds. Therese
has also done a good review of a handy pocket guide titled
“Birds on farms” and a CD/Booklet titled “Rhythms of the
Tarkine”.

A & J Printers are thanked for the printing of the
newsletters, especially the efforts of Marg Anning in the
time and care with the layout of each edition.

I wish you all an enjoyable and safe Christmas and best
wishes for the coming year.

Iona Mitchell

Seed Collecting this Summer – Understorey Network
It’s been such a good growing season over Spring in the
bush, that there will be a bumper crop of native seed
waiting to be collected over summer.

This is an addictive and satisfying past time, if you
haven’t done it before, have a go — it’s easy. You can do
it while waiting for kids to finish their sports match,
while fishing along a riverbank, wandering in the bush,
or having a cuppa on the side of the road.

You will need some old envelopes or paperbags handy,
and a pencil to label each lot of seeds with the date,
locality and if possible plant name. If you don’t know the
correct name, use a common name plus a quick
description. Also, pop some leaves in the bag to aid
identification latter.

Check the seeds are mature – as a rule of thumb, if
pressed with a fingernail the seed is hardened, and ready
to be released from the parent bush. Seeds in woody
capsules aren’t released until triggered by fire or heat – Drawing by Janet Fenton
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Devonport Christian School – a thriving wetland
On Tuesday 1st November I had the pleasure of assessing the Devonport Christian School for membership in the Land
for Wildlife scheme. The children and teachers of the school have done a fantastic job utilising run-off from a
stormwater drain to create a wetland area and replanting native vegetation in an area formerly cleared within the
school grounds. Pollution levels in the stormwater
run-off at times is a problem, but in recognition for
what the school is doing, greater effort is being
made by local industries to reduce the pollution
run-off from their operations. However, the frog
noises certainly indicated a relatively large and
healthy number of frogs in the wetland. An aerial
photo in the staff room shows that approximately
10 years previously the area only had two large
remnant gum trees and the rest was a cleared gully –
the photos show the transformation now. Now it
has many healthy stringy bark, peppermints, silver
wattles, blackwoods, a number of species of
understorey plants, and wetland loving plants
largely propagated by the children from seed
sourced locally from the Don Reserve. The area
they have been replanting adjoins this reserve.

All children in the school participate in
activities in the wetland area, with the grade
3/4 class undertaking most activities. On the
day I visited, small groups were assigned tasks
such as weeding using hoes or loppers, or
building a small bridge across the stream – all
undertaken with great enthusiasm.

The wetland area has proved a valuable
teaching resource for the school in many of
the hands-on work the children have been
doing. It has also provided a valuable tool in
learning skills and knowledge in nature
conservation. I had great pleasure in
presenting the Principal John Handy with
their Land for Wildlife sign in recognition for
the commendable work that has been and will
continue to be done. I know that the sign will

be displayed proudly and will convey the message to
the parents and community of the great work being
done by the school to create valuable wildlife habitat
and native vegetation and the benefits of nature
conservation.

The Principal John Handy and teacher Grant Abbott
and especially parent volunteer Carolyn Gibbs are
thanked for their time showing and telling me about
what has been done and future plans for the wetland.

Iona Mitchell
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Like most Land for Wildlife properties,
our 130 acres of bush at Birralee has a
variety of vegetation communities that
change over quite short distances.
Within walking distance of our house a
slow moving stream trickles though a
swamp with magnificent old paperbarks,
mostly Melaleuca ericifolia, but also some
of the largest scented paperbarks (M.
squarrosa) I’ve ever seen. Just uphill
from the house the forest is drier, with
black peppermint Eucalyptus amygdalina
and a variety of understorey plants; the
gully to our east is dominated by
blackwood (Acacia melanoxylon) with a
tangled understorey of treeferns and
various other ferns and in another gully
to our southeast tall blackwood and
eucalypts tower over a mid layer of
dogwood (Pomaderris apetala) which
excludes light and prevents the growth
of understorey vegetation.

We named this gully “the cathedral”,
because the dogwood forms an archway,
creating a dark, quiet and mystical
place. I go there often and almost every
time I visit some new surprise awaits me.
Last November the discovery of several
colonies of Fairy Lanterns (Thismia
rodwayi) extended the known
Tasmanian distribution of this intriguing
plant that grows almost entirely
underground and is therefore rarely
seen. After the tremendous storms that
lashed northern Tasmania in February, I
found hundreds of ladybirds massing on
a fallen dead tree blown over by the gale
force winds. Last summer, I made
another wonderful discovery.

Over the years the dogwood archway
has collapsed and with more light
getting through to the forest floor, a lush
growth of native stinging nettles (Urtica
incisa) has spread across the ground. In
January I noticed an almost complete
defoliation of the nettles, and after close
inspection, eventually spotted the
culprits.

A couple of black, hairy caterpillars
moved slowly along the naked nettle
branches. Their hairs were long and
bifurcating and looked as mean as the
urticating hairs on the nettles. I tried,
unsuccessfully, to avoid touching both.
But a few hairy caterpillars could hardly
have consumed that much foliage, so I
had a closer look. There, to my delight,
were numerous pupal cases hanging
from the branches by a deceptively
flimsy thread. But they were not
“brown” as the book describes, but
jewel-like, iridescent and studded with
gold.

As I carefully picked a path home
through the painfully stinging plants to
consult the natural history books and

ascertain the species the shaking of the
bushes caused by a vigorously swinging
chrysalis attracted my attention. Eager
to witness the moment of emergence I
sat and watched with wonder at the
dance. But my gaze was soon diverted by
a dark thing moving, a butterfly had just
emerged from another chrysalis and its
folded wings were patterned to so
resemble a suspended leaf that it was
almost invisible as it sat upon the
branch. As I watched, the butterfly
inhaled some air, pumped its wings and
then voided the waste of
metamorphosis, depositing meconium
on the nettle branch below. Gradually it
dried and spread its wings to absorb the
summer warmth and for the first time
ever the stunning beauty of the insect
was revealed. With velutinous rusty
brown on its lower wings and black
blotched with yellow on the upper sat
Vanessa on the nettles. And sitting on a
nettle branch, watching the excitement
was a small brown tree frog (Litoria
ewingi), apparently oblivious to the
urticating hairs.

I returned to the gully the next day. The
chrysalis was motionless and still intact,
the small brown tree frog was still
watching. This time, however, it was
sitting on a leaf suspended in the
nettles, while I again sat on the log, my
skin still tinging from the previous day’s
encounter.

The Australian Admiral (Vanessa itea) is
one of our largest and most easily
recognisable butterflies. Like many
insects, it is a specialist feeder, the larva
feed only on members of the nettle
(Urticaceae) family, which in Tasmania
includes Urtica incisa and the introduced
Urtica urens.

[Native and introduced nettles look
superficially similar, but there are several
differences: U. incisa is a perennial herb
and is glabrous (without hairs) between
the stinging hairs. Its male and female
flowers are in separate clusters.
According to Curtis (1967) it is
“widespread and frequent in fern gullies
and other moist shady places” although I
should say it is a plant that I rarely
encounter. As in most plants the leaves
vary greatly in form and are not a good
feature for identification.

The introduced stinging nettle, Urtica
urens, is an annual weed of cultivated
ground. The young stems and the lower
surface of young leaves have both simple
and stinging hairs. Male and female
flowers are in the same inflorescence.]

The late Miriam Rothschild called
butterflies “flying flowers” and they are
truly amazing insects. The chrysalis

encapsulates one of the marvels of
nature, the transformation from a
hungry hairy caterpillar to a scaly
butterfly, the blue print for the colours
and the patterns of the butterfly lie
within the larval grub preceding the
transition.

One of the fascinating things about
butterflies is that the markings on the
underside of the wings have evolved
independently and for different purposes
than those on the upper side. When
they land butterflies usually fold their
wings thus exposing their underwings, a
surface that is often finely patterned in
earthy colours that camouflage the
insect when it settles on the ground or
amongst leaf litter. The upper wing
surfaces, by contrast, are often brightly
coloured for sexual signalling, the
regulation of body temperature and for
deterring possible predators. Eyespots,
which often adorn butterflies’ wings may
have evolved to deter birds and reptiles
that feed during the day when butterflies
are active. They are usually located on
the edges of the wings to attract
predators away from the most vulnerable
part of the insect. During the sunny days
of early September the Australian
Admirals were flitting around the
vegetable garden at home. I visited the
gully and was pleased to see that lush
shoots have resprouted from the
previously defoliated nettles, no doubt
providing the newly arrived butterflies
with a place to lay their eggs and, later
in the season, with a food source for the
caterpillars.

This week’s excitement in the gully
included finding a Pink Robin’s nest, an
exquisite creation of fine mosses
decorated with flakes of lichen. This
morning, two Collared Sparrowhawks
were calling incessantly and zooming
around a Blackwood tree. A flimsy stick
nest located high in the canopy was
their obvious focus – but that’s another
story . . . .

References:
Braby, Michael (2004) The Complete
Field Guide to Butterflies of Australia.
CSIRO Publishing, Melbourne.

Curtis, W.M. (1967) The Student’s Flora
of Tasmania, Part 3 ANGIOSPERMAE:
Plumbaginaceae to Salicaceae. Winifred
M. Curtis, Hobart.

Nijhout, H.F. (1991) The development
and evolution of butterfly wing patterns.
Smithsonian Institution Press,
Washington.

Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc.
(1994) Butterfl ies of Tasmania.
Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club Inc,
Hobart.

Vanessa on the nettles - by Sarah Lloyd
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Big boost for community action - NRM South

Four new technical support staff are gearing up to
assist the community with their management of water,
soils, native plants and animals and coastal and
marine areas in southern Tasmania. They have been
appointed by NRM South, the Southern Regional
Committee for Natural Resource Management, to help
implement the Natural Resource Management Strategy
for Southern Tasmania.

The four new staff will each have responsibility for
one of NRM South’s four natural resource
management programs. The four programs are flora
and fauna, coastal and marine, water and land. The
new technical staff would be working mostly with
private landowners, Landcare, Waterwatch and
Coastcare groups, local government, business, industry

and the Aboriginal community. They will provide core
technical advice to help the community design and
carry out high priority activities that can be supported
by programs like Envirofund, National Landcare and
the Australian Water Fund.

The four staff are each located with different partners
of NRM South to make them more accessible to the
community. They are being housed by the Derwent
Catchment Natural Resource Management
Committee, Greening Australia (Tasmania),
Coastlink South and Rural Development Services.
The four positions are funded by the Natural Heritage
Trust.

The four new Technical Support staff and their
contact details are:

Technical support - flora & fauna Nikki den Exter
Hosted by Greening Australia (Tasmania)
Tel: 6223 6377 ; Email:
nikkid@tas.greeningaustralia.org.au

Technical support – water Richard Shaw
Hosted by Derwent Catchment NRM
committee (located at Brighton council)
Tel: 6286 3211 ; Email: TBA

Technical support – soils and salinity Peter Zund
Hosted by Rural Development Services
Tel 6231 9033 ; Email: peter.rds@bigpond.net.au

Technical support – marine, coastal & estuarine Fleur O’Neill
Hosted by Coastlink South (located at the
Sustainable Living Centre)
Tel: 6234 5566 ; 
Email:info@sustainablelivingtasmania.org.au

Interested individuals and groups can find out more by contacting NRM South on (03) 6208 6111 or seeing the
website at www.nrmtas.com.au. For further information contact NRM South Director Vanessa Elwell-Gavins on
6208 6100.

BBeeffoorree  yyoouu  bbuurrnn  yyoouurr  rruubbbbiisshh  hheeaapp
––  ssppaarree  aa  tthhoouugghhtt!!

Whilst it is encouraged to retain fallen trees, logs, branches and litter to return nutrients to the soil
via decay and to provide shelter and habitat for wildlife, if you have cleared or tidied up an area
and prepared piles for later burning – spare a thought for those creatures who may have taken
up residence in the meantime.

This is especially so for piles left for some time to dry – birds could have built nests, or bandicoots,
there may be lizards and a whole array of other animals. Perhaps you could consider rebuilding
a fresh pile just prior to burning, starting with a smaller heap and adding to it from the original pile
– this will give the wildlife in the pile a chance to escape.
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In Late 2004 a contract was signed commencing a
six year joint project between the Department of
Primary Industries, Water and Environment, the
Royal Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG), the
Tasmanian Herbarium and the Millennium Seed
Bank Project (MSBP). The MSBP is an
international project run by Kew Gardens and
currently has operations in over twenty countries
worldwide. The objective of the MSBP is to
preserve in a conservation seed bank 10% of the
worlds vascular flora. Seed samples of these species,
(approximately, 24 000) are to be stored in the
Millennium Seed Bank which is located at
Wakehurst Place Gardens in Sussex. The facility has
been designed to store and monitor seed that has
been carefully dried then kept at –20 °C for a period
of 200 years.

The purpose of the MSBP is twofold. Firstly to
undertake extensive research to determine the
germination requirements and responses of the
species involved. This is particularly pertinent to
Australian species, many of which display various
levels, and types of seed dormancy. Such knowledge
will greatly assist with vegetation management
particularly in the area of regeneration and
revegetation. Secondly due to the long tenure of the
seed bank and targeting of threatened and restricted
species as a priority, the resource will provide a last

line of defence against extinction for many species.
In some instances seeds from the MSB will be used
to grow seed orchards to allow large-scale
propagation and re-introduction of species to the
wild. When you think about changes that have
occurred to the Earth in the last 200 years and how
many species have payed the price of extinction
during this time, then it is clear that this last point
may be very significant in the next 200 years.

The Tasmanian project, which has recently been
christened Seed Safe, aims to collect seed samples
from over 800 species from all corners of the
Tasmanian mainland and its offshore islands. Half of
each collection will be sent to the MSB while the
other half will be stored at the Tasmanian Seed
Conservation Centre (TSCC) which is located at
the RTBG. The Director of London’s Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, Professor Sir Peter Crane opened this
brand new facility on the 25th of August 2005. The
TSCC incorporates a seed testing and research lab,
dedicated seed drying room, seed cleaning room and
specially modified freezers to house the seed.

The seed collecting component of Seed Safe is a
major undertaking with the target of 800 species
aiming to be achieved by the end of 2010.
Threatened, endemic and species with restricted
distributions as well as those with cultural and/or
economic significance are to be the primary target
of the collecting. However, the high target, which
represents 55% of the states native species with
collectable seed means that many other, more
common species will also be collected.

Seed samples are collected from single populations
of plants, with the aim of collecting from over 50
individual plants and not taking more than 20% of
the available seed on any one plant. This insures
that there is sufficient seed left for natural
regeneration and also means that there is reasonable
genetic diversity in the seed sample. Due to these
requirements one of the difficulties of the seed
collection is finding discreet populations of species
which are large enough to provide the desired
genetic diversity and can support the collection of
the target of approximately ten thousand viable
seeds.

To date collections have been made from
approximately 90 different species, which is quite an
achievement considering that the program has not
yet run over the prime seed collecting season, which
in Tasmania goes from late spring through to mid
autumn. The majority of seed collections for the
project will be gathered from Crown Lands, reserved
lands, State Forests and National Parks. However
there are large areas of the State where Freehold

SEED SAFESEED SAFE
A new flora conservation and research program for Tasmania

by Micah Visoiu

Capsules of autumn teatree (Leptospermum grandiflorum) a localised endemic of
the southeast.

Photo: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.
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lands account for much of the remnant vegetation, and in particular there are specific vegetation types and
their associated species assemblages, which are primarily confined to private lands. This is the case for many
threatened species. In these cases Seed Safe will be looking for landowners sympathetic to conservation, who
would be happy for seed to be collected from their land. In some situations landholders may be able to help
by keeping an eye on the progress of maturing seed crops or even collecting seed of specific species when it is
ripe. Landholders with Land for Wildlife registered properties may be of great help to the Seed Safe project in
this way.
Over the next five years we will place occasional updates in the Land for Wildlife news to keep you up to
date with the projects progress.
For more information you can contact:

Micah Visoiu
Seed Collector
Micah.visoiu@dpiwe.tas.gov.au
Ph: 6233 6702
GPO Box 44, Hobart 7001

Some of you may have met Micah before in
one of his previous guises as a Field Botanist
and Vegetation Management Officer for
Bushcare Technical extension. His
background is in botany, vegetation
management, wetland ecology and to a lesser
extent fauna habitat management. As the
Seed Safe, Seed Collector, Micah is
responsible for the co-ordination and
collecting of seed from about 800 native
species over the next five years. Some of you
may be contacted by Micah in the future if
your property is identified as a likely seed
collection location.

Seed Collecting, left to right, Dr Michiel van Slageren - MSBP international Coordinator, Kew Gardens, Naomi Lawrence - State Botanist, DPIWE,
Micah Visoiu - Seed Collector, Seed Safe.

Photo: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

Micah Visoiu.
Photo: Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.



Natural hollows and nest boxes for wildlife
Nest boxes for wildlife are no substitute for natural hollows
and the priority is to retain and protect large old hollow-
bearing trees (standing or fallen) which are an invaluable
and irreplaceable resource for hollow-dependent wildlife.
Unfortunately activities such as land clearing for agriculture
or urban development, firewood collection or high fire
frequency has drastically reduced the number of old hollow-
bearing trees (or ‘habitat trees’) and hence traditional nest
sites. The most threatened types of nest sites used by
wildlife are natural hollows in the trunks and branches of
old trees, the loss of which can lead to extinction of local
populations or endanger entire species. The decline of birds
from an area can go unnoticed for many years. If there is
still sufficient food resources for them, the birds may remain
for many years as an ageing population with little, to no
recruitment if they have not been able to breed effectively
because of a lack of suitable nest sites.

Tree hollows offer refuge from the weather and predators,
safe sites for nesting and breeding, or warmth and shelter.
Hollows are selected carefully by wildlife with features such
as entrance size and shape, depth, degree of insulation,
frequency and seasonality of use all carefully considered and
assessed. Thus a range of hollow shapes and sizes are
necessary to cover the different types of wildlife that use
them. Generally most hollow users prefer entrances through
which they can just fit as this provides protection from
larger predators. A single hollow may be used by more than
one species in a year, or a single individual may use several
hollows in an area. In Tasmania species dependent on tree
hollows include: all eight species of bats, both species of owl
and the owlet nightjar, little and eastern pygmy possums,
sugar gliders, ringtail and brushtail possums, all cockatoos
and parrots, most ducks and robins. Fallen trees or branches
with hollows lying on the ground can also be used by a
number of other species, such as echidnas.

The rate of hollow formation is dependent on the tree
species and its history, with eucalypts being one of the
major hollow producing species. It can take at least 100
years for small hollows suitable for sugar gliders or pygmy
possums to develop, and another 100 years for larger
hollows suitable for small parrots, to greater than 200+
years for very large hollows ideal for large cockatoos and
owls to develop. Hollows develop in mature trees and as the
tree continues to age. As trees age they are subject to the
natural forces of wind, fire, heat, lightening, weathering and
attack from insects, fungi, bacteria, grubs and so on. The
outer living surface of the tree remains healthy, but it is the
dead inner wood of branches or the trunk that is eaten or
removed by fungi, insects, grubs, or excavated by water.
Wildlife that utilise these hollows may modify the inside of
the hollow or entrance further using beaks, teeth or claws.
The point of attachment exposed when branches have been
shed from eucalypts, either through strong winds or self-
pruning, provide sites for hollows to develop. Considering
the time it takes for hollows to naturally develop a better
appreciation is gained of the critical need to protect old
trees. Indeed it is a valuable strategy to provide sufficient
trees which can be allowed to mature so that they will
provide a source of recruitment of natural hollows in the
future.

But sadly, for many landowners there may be only a few old
trees with hollows or trees too immature to have these

features – nevertheless if these trees are left to mature they
will provide valuable habitat and hollows for wildlife in the
future (unfortunately most likely way past our lifetimes).
Nest boxes therefore can provide a valuable role in
providing a substitute for the lack of natural hollows in an
area and can contribute to biodiversity conservation.
However, there are a number of important factors and
features which should be carefully considered when
deciding to construct and use nest boxes. Firstly, there is
little point in using nest boxes if the plant community is
severely disturbed and there are insufficient food sources,
such as understorey vegetation. Proximity to food resources
and water are also an important consideration in attracting
wildlife to use nest boxes. It is recommended not to feed
wildlife, especially the placing of a feeding station within a
nesting territory as this, for example with rosellas, will
disturb nesting activity as the nest guardians will waste time
chasing away other species attracted to the food source.

Different species of hollow-dependent wildlife have
different requirements with respect to hollow size, depth,
shape, degree of insulation, entrance size and length. It is
therefore a good idea to identify the types of wildlife that
occur in your area which need hollows and then construct
nest boxes as appropriate. Nest box design and dimensions
for Australian wildlife species have been developed in
response to particular species requirements. Refer to the
sources cited at the end of this article for specific nest box
designs. Nest boxes need to be constructed so that they are
strong and robust, generally the life-time may be 10 years.
This is important especially for species which may use and
rely on the nest box for many years. It is also essential that
the nest box is waterproof, safely installed and secured away
from prevailing weather but protected from the hot sun.
Other considerations are;

• use timber or marine grade plywood at least 19-25 mm
thick or greater to provide good insulation

• do not use treated timber, toxic paints, chipboard, or
pungent glues/sealants

• paint the exterior of box with a dark coloured non-toxic
weather proof paint and do not paint inside the box

• for weather protection the lid must slope from the back
and overhang the front by at least 25 mm

• use a timber lid rather than metal sheet as this provides
better insulation

• ensure that the box when in place leans forward slightly
to assist drainage and exit by young

• three small (<10 mm) drainage holes should be drilled
in the floor towards the front (lower) side, but avoid
creating an updraft

• entrance hole should be no bigger than necessary for the
type of animal intended to use the box

• place a 40-50 mm thick layer of sawdust in the base to
replicate the inside of a decaying hollow

• the inside walls must not be smooth but roughened or
notched to provide toe holds for the young to climb out

• the box must be secured at a safe height above ground
and provision made to reduce the risk of predators, such
as cats and dogs

• regularly monitor the nest box especially for pest species,
such as starlings, mynas, black rats, feral honey bees
which may take up residence in the nest box – remove
these species if they are found inside the nest box

• once occupied by a native species avoid the temptation
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to look inside the box, but rather monitor by observing
the activities occurring outside the box

• regularly check to ensure that nest boxes have not been
damaged by the weather or that they are not causing
damage to the tree which they have been secured to.

How many nest boxes should you have? This will depend
on the size of your property and food resources for example.
If you observe competitive behaviour around a nest box,
then perhaps you should construct another, or more. It is
suggested to wait until a nest box is used, then add more
nest boxes each year until limited for places to support
them.

If you wish to use boxes with entrance
spouts, make them by either drilling out a
branch or using four pieces of wood/plywood
to make a tunnel. Do not source natural ones
from your land or elsewhere, even if they
may be found lying on the ground. Similarly
do not collect natural hollows, and never
buy them from firewood cutters as this
contributes to the loss of hollows for wildlife
elsewhere and habitat destruction. One of
the major and increasing threats to old trees
is the firewood collection industry. In
Tasmania it is estimated that 720,000 tonnes
of firewood are cut per year. Most of this
comes from the old growth dry eucalypt
forests and woodlands of the east coast,
Midlands and Central Plateau.

The preservation and protection of stands of
old trees, preferably the larger the area the
better, and across the landscape is a major
factor in the conservation and protection of
hollow-dependent wildlife species. The
destruction of these trees in urban,

agriculture or forest areas should be avoided as much as
possible. Nevertheless, where natural hollows are few or
absent, nest boxes can play a valuable role in providing
wildlife with safe alternatives, but they must be done right.

It would be extremely valuable if LFWers could share their
experience or knowledge of nest boxes they have used –
such as designs, materials, types of wildlife and success.
Would you like to volunteer to lead a field day/workshop in
the use and construction of nest boxes? Two LFW members
keen to learn more about design and construction of nest
boxes have kindly offered their property as a venue to run
such a field day/workshop. I look forward to hearing from
someone who can share their knowledge and guidance to
ensure proper and safe construction of nest boxes for our
needy wildlife.

Iona Mitchell
Sources:
Franks, Alan and Stacey (2003). Nest boxes for wildlife – a
practical guide. Blooming Books, Melbourne.

Gould League (1997). The Nestbox Book. Compiled by Jim
Grant. Gould League of Victoria Inc., Moorabbin.

Queensland Land for Wildlife (2003). Nest boxes for native
wildlife. LFW Note 19.

Victorian Land for Wildlife (1992). Old trees for wildlife.
LFW Note 18, Dept. Natural Resources and Environment,
Victoria.

Victorian Land for Wildlife (1999). Wildlife needs natural
tree hollows. LFW Note 6, Dept. Natural Resources and
Environment, Victoria.

Victorian Land for Wildlife (1999). Nest boxes for wildlife.
LFW Note 14, Dept. Natural Resources and Environment,
Victoria.

Birds Australia (2001). Nestboxes for natives – replacing
lost hollows to shelter native birds and mammals.
Information Sheet No. 5, Birds Australia, Victoria.

Also the brochure “Are you burning their homes to warm
yours”? WWF – Threatened Species Network, Tasmania
(publication funded by Natural Heritage Trust, Bushcare
and Hydro Tasmania).
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Fallen old trees can also provide shelter. Unfortunately this fine old tree had been cut for firewood. It shows
the size and depth of the hollow and also provides proof that old hollow trees do not provide high yields of firewood.

(Photo I. Mitchell).

A valuable standing old tree in a largely cleared landscape – this tree had numerous
hollows of varying sizes.

(Photo I. Mitchell).
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Wet spring revives the bush
– Non-forest Vegetation Program busy!

The dry winter was followed by a
wonderful spring, rejuvenating the dry
bush and filling wetlands. Native
grasslands and woodlands bloomed
colourfully, with orchids having a bumper
year. Many species not recorded
previously, or not seen for years, flowered
this year. Wetlands large and small are
brimming with water, and as the waters
recede a range of annual plants have
colonised the damp soil.

The Non-forest Vegetation Program has
been busy this spring working with
landholders preparing Vegetation
Management Plans that identify the
natural values on their property, their
conservation priority and appropriate
management. The plan is then used as a

basis to negotiate voluntary Vegetation
Management Agreements or
Conservation Covenants, along with
financial incentive payments. In most
cases the current management is
maintained, with the protected area
remaining a component of commercial
properties.
If you have non-forest vegetation such
as native grasslands and wetlands and
are interested in the voluntary Non-
forest Vegetation Program, call Louise
Gilfedder (62338538) for more
information.

Swan greenhood orchid
(Hymenochilus cycnocephala), one of the many grassland

greenhood species that have flowered at sites where
it hasn’t been recorded before.

Left:
Native grasslands dominated by kangaroo grass or
tussock grass are a priority for the Non-forest Vegetation
Program.

Below Left:
Non-forest Vegetation Program makes financial incentive
payments to landholders for protecting non-forest
vegetation such as this wetland.

Below:
Midlands greenhood (Oligochaetochilus commutatus)

is an endangered Tasmanian endemic grasslands orchid
that flowers in January.  It is only known from a handful
of individuals found in sheep pasture, a country cemetery

and Township Lagoon Nature Reserve.

Photos:
Louise Gilfedder (habitats) and Hans Wapstra (orchids).



• the presence of threatened species
• the area of bushland or grassland protected
• the condition of bushland or grassland
• the time-frame of the agreement
• the level of protection negotiated.

Assistance may be considered for fencing bushland or
grassland that is important habitat for threatened species.

The negotiated agreement may result in little or no
change to a landowner’s existing farming practices. You
negotiate the level of protection and the time frame of
the agreement. The program is entirely voluntary and
aims to support landowners.

Contact Graham Green (Midlands Biodiversity Hotspot
Project) at the Southern Midlands Council 62545047 /
0422 936027 or <ggreen@southernmidlands.tas.gov.au>
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Midlands Biodiversity Hotspot PrMidlands Biodiversity Hotspot Project pays financialoject pays financial
incentives to princentives to protect special native plants and wildlifeotect special native plants and wildlife

The Midlands Biodiversity Hotspot Project is a local
project providing funds to protect important regional
values such as bushland, threatened species and their
habitat.

The Midlands of Tasmania has been identified nationally
as an important region for its plants and animals,
particularly its threatened species. Some plants of the
Midlands such as the Tunbridge buttercup and many
species of orchid are found nowhere else in the world.

The Biodiversity Hotspot Project area covers lowland
country (below 700 m) extending from just south of
Launceston to just north of Hobart. Included are the
foothills of the Great Western Tiers, Ben Lomond and
the Eastern Tiers (including Lake Leake and Royal
George).

The main aim of the project is to work with landholders
across the Midlands to help them protect the long-term

future of threatened species
and other special values.
Involvement in the project
is entirely voluntary. The
Project will fill the gaps not
currently covered by
existing programs (i.e.
Tasmania’s Private Forest
Reserve Program & the
Non-Forest Vegetation
Program). It will contribute
to a diverse range of
conservation measures
throughout the Midlands.

Financial assistance will be
given if an agreement is
negotiated. The amount of
money paid will be based
upon:

Grassy bush in the Midlands is important habitat for many of the priority plant and
animal species for the Midlands Biodiversity Hotspot Project

(Louise Gilfedder).

Blacktip spider-orchid (Caladenia
anthracina), an endemic grassland
orchid only found in the Midlands.

(Hans Wapstra).

Devils
Many of you are probably concerned about the ongoing
problems for the devil. You can continue to help by checking
dead devils (see newsletter 7) and forwarding your records
to:

Nature Conservation Branch,
134 Macquarie Street,
GPO Box 44, Hobart
TAS 7001.

Or

email : NatureConservationEnquiries@dpiwe.tas.gov.au

The latest progress reports can be found on the DPIWE
website :

www.dpiwe.tas.gov.au. Look under Hot Topics for “Disease
Affecting Tasmanian Devils : Update.”



NEW RESERVE FOR THREATENED SPECIES
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On Wednesday 2 November, Judy Jackson, the Minister
for Environment and Planning, presented a certificate of
appreciation to Cullen Gunn and Nick Lewis from ES
Link Pty Ltd for their innovative conservation covenant
on Bruny Island. At a presentation on the 400 hectare
property at Simpson’s Point, south Bruny Island, the
Minister congratulated ES Link for their voluntary
actions to permanently protect the habitat of three
endangered species in a new private forest reserve on
Bruny Island.

Steve Smith, Manager of the Private Forest Reserves
Program said “the 392 hectare reserve at Simpson’s Point
is one of the jewels in the crown of the Private Forest
Reserves Program”.

“It provides important habitat for three endangered
species – the swift parrot, the forty spotted pardalote and
the wedge-tailed eagle and two threatened plant species.”

ES Link Pty Ltd, with a conservation covenant under the
Private Forest Reserves Program, will establish a
subdivision on 6 hectares – leaving nearly 400 hectares
of magnificent coastal vegetation protected forever. The
houses to be built within the subdivision, will all be
subject to conditions that are in keeping with the
surrounding reserve.

“This truly is a wonderful reserve with excellent habitat

for a number of Tasmania’s threatened species,” Ms
Jackson said.

Each year, swift parrots migrate from the mainland to
Tasmania where they breed and raise their young.

“There are thirteen nest sites that have been identified at
Simpson’s Point, making it one of the most important
places in the State for the survival of this species”.

The private forest reserve is also home to a colony of
forty spotted pardalotes (the colony overlaps
neighbouring boundaries) where the tiny birds feed in
the white gums. The property has a diverse range of
forest communities including shrubby Eucalyptus ovata
(black gum) - Eucalyptus viminalis (white gum) forest -
which is endangered in Tasmania.

The reserve also features a white-bellied sea eagle nest.
Sea eagles are listed as a vulnerable species.

“Two threatened species of plant are found at Simpson’s
Point – the rare island purple grass, which is a tall
tussock grass, and the small perennial herb, spreading
knawel, that is listed as vulnerable,” said Ms Jackson.
“The covenant protects significant areas of native
grassland and coastal heath on the island”.

The Simpson’s Point property is owned by ES Link Pty
Ltd, a company with interests in eco-tourism, renewable

From R to L – Minister Judy Jackson, Cullen Gunn, Nick Lewis and Steven Smith,
at Simpson’s Point, Bruny Island, Wednesday 2 November 2005.
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energy, landscape management and environmental
consulting. Mr Cullen Gunn said that the Private Forest
Reserves Program helped the company to achieve its
vision of integrating environmentally sensitive
development, with long-term conservation. He especially
praised the efforts of Brad Arkell, and other members of
the Private Forest Reserves Unit, for making the
covenant possible.

“We decided to register over 95% of the property with
the Private Forest Reserves Program to ensure the
property’s conservation values were protected in
perpetuity” said ES Link project officer Nick Lewis.

“Biological surveying of the property has already
identified 60 species of birds, evidence of 15 species of
mammal, 3 species of amphibian and 8 species of reptile,”
he said.

“The survey will continue for another 12 months, and
will be followed by a 10-year research and monitoring
plan. A comprehensive environmental management and

operations plan has also been developed to guide
management activities over the next ten years”.

Nick Lewis said that ES Link’s priorities for the site over
the next two years are:

• To collect local seed to propagate for revegetation, or
direct seeding;

• The control of weed infestations in the remnant
vegetation;

• To commence revegetation works on the previously
cleared areas to complement the swift parrot and
forty-spotted pardalote habitat; and

• In collaboration with DPIWE and the Tasmanian Fire
Service, develop an ecological burning regime to
protect natural assets and promote biological
diversity.

Simpson’s Point is also registered in the LFW scheme.

Steve Smith, Manager Private Forest Reserve Program

Rhythms of the Tarkine - a natural history adventure
What a lovely experience this CD and booklet offer. Ron Nagorcka and Sarah Lloyd have worked together to provide
the sensory delights of a wild and wonderful part of Tasmania - the Tarkine. They spent several weeks in different
seasons of 2003 and 2004, exploring the Tarkine, recording the sounds and documenting the natural history.

Sarah tells the story of their adventures, the characters they meet, both human and animal and much of the human
history of the area. Most of the book describes the natural history of the Tarkine, enhanced by an array of superb
quality photos of plants and animals. You would be familiar with Sarah’s writing in this newsletter, so know how well
she describes our natural world. This is a similarly engaging piece of nature writing.

But the uniqueness of this presentation is the CD. Ron has captured wonderful calls and sounds of animals from the
coastline to the rainforest of the Tarkine. Did you know that the native dung beetle made sounds? I won’t even
attempt to describe what they sound like with words. Interspersed with the sound recordings are Ron’s soundscapes
and music based on various calls of Tarkine creatures. This is a CD you can put on for pure enjoyment. But it can also
be used to learn species calls. Each of the more than 90 tracks have the species identified in the booklet. It is very easy
to use in this way. Queries from children and visitors of “What is that one?” can be quickly looked up.

Thoroughly recommended for your own enjoyment but also an excellent present for loved ones. Contact Sarah Lloyd
for details of where to obtain this cd/booklet – 999 Denmans Road, Birralee, 7303, Ph: 03 63961380, email:
sarahlloyd@iprimus.com.au.

Therese Smith
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Bird Identification Books

Birds on Farms ~ book review

If you live in Tasmania and you only want to buy one
bird book, then it would have to be the Field Guide to
Tasmanian Birds by Dave Watts. This photographic
field guide is a visual delight describing 179 regularly
occurring species. The guide includes identification,
habits, voice, habitat, breeding, distribution, and where
to find the birds. The photos are excellent and include
all 12 endemics. 192 pp, 150 x 210 mm. (Around $33)

I would put The Slater Field Guide to Australian Birds
by Peter, Pat & Raoul Slater (2003), second on my list of
essential bird books. It has clear pictures for easy
identification and its shape and light weight make it
small enough to fit in a roomy pocket. The best book to
take in the bush. 342 pp, 157 colour plates. 118 x 215 -
20 mm. (Around $30)

I would then choose one of the following two guides to
have in the car or to refer to when you get back home.
They both have lots more interesting information on
habitat and behaviour than the Slater guide but are not
so easy to use in the field.

Field Guide to the Birds of Australia - (7th edition)
Ken Simpson & Nicholas Day (2004)

This is a handbook and field guide with 2,000 colour
illustrations, each accompanied by a brief description
and revised range map. Distribution maps include ranges
of subspecies. This more compact seventh edition
features 16 new or revised color plates, new maps and

condensed information. The field guide part of the book
is 440 pages long with 132 colour plates. The handbook
(non-field guide information on general birdwatching,
taxonomy, evolution, behaviour etc) is 130 pages long.
155 x 225 mm, 26 mm. (Around $40)

Field Guide to the Birds of Australia - Graham Pizzey &
Frank Knight (2003) A classic handbook and field guide
to 773 species of birds in Australia, this seventh edition
is a complete revision of Graham Pizzey's original guide
(1980) with a new artist, Frank Knight. Packed with
information, this guide includes three and four
illustrations of most birds showing male, female,
immature and other plumage variations and similar
species and subspecies. Probably has the best detail on
range. 576 pp, 250 colour plates. 155 x 240 mm, 31 mm.
(Around $38)

There are many other beautiful coffee table books about
birds and specialist books on where to find birds, nests
and eggs and particular bird types, eg. raptors. The best of
these is the National Photographic Index of Australian
Wildlife series published by Angus and Robertson.
Absolutely lovely but you may need a second mortgage!

There are so many other bird books and resources
available that the best advice I can give if you want to
seek out more information is to visit the Birds Australia
website, http://www.birdsaustralia.com.au. A very
valuable resource.

Therese Smith

A glovebox guide to birds and habitat restoration and
management in NW Tasmania.

This book by Richard Donaghy and others has a wealth
of information despite its compact size. It focuses on the
north west, the area within Tasmania most degraded by
farming practices. The fertile basalt soils once nourished
huge forests which are now mostly gone. Only small
remnants remain and as a result, forest birds have been
severely depleted. Agricultural pests such as rats, mice
and rabbits can feed many raptors, but they require
nesting habitat to be able breed in farming districts.

Restoring habitat can be a win-win situation for the
landholder. This book is a welcome guide to creating bird
habitat on farms.

There a couple of short chapters on property planning
and landscape design, what constitutes habitat for birds
and how to enhance that habitat on your property.

Most of the book is a field guide for the identification of
bush birds and waterbirds found on the north west coast.
Species have been organised within the book into four
groups, common bush birds, uncommon bush birds,
waterbirds and introduced birds. For over 80 birds there

is easy to use information on appearance, behaviour, diet
and foraging behaviour, habitat and breeding
requirements and range and status. Key habitat
requirements are highlighted for each species.

A special mention must be made of the illustrations
provided for each bird. This is the first time Susan Lester
has given permission for her bird paintings to be
published and they are a delight. Her artwork is superb
and also very accurate, perfect for using for bird
identification.

This is a must-have book for any north west landholder
who is interested in increasing the number and diversity
of birds on their property or who just wish they knew
what species already occur.

It is available through the North-West Environment
Centre – call 0429400897, email nwec@
happyplanet.org.au, or post to PO Box 999, Burnie,
7320.

Or from Guy Robertson (Community Landcare
Coordinator, Cradle Coast NRM, Burnie) ph: 6431
6285, email grobertson@cradlecoast.com

Therese Smith
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Bird Walk, Weeds and Wildlife
Bird Walk at Nabowla on Saturday 3/12/05 commencing at 11am - Join us with Sarah LLOYD for a
birdwalk on the LFW property 'Dunbarton' owned by Peter and Lorraine RIGGALL.

The property has a very healthy bird population, dams providing habitat for platypus and frogs, plenty of
native wildflowers plus a native grassland. 'Dunbarton' is 42 hectares, half of which is also in the Private
Forest Reserve scheme. It is bordered by the Little Forrester River.

Come along and learn about the bird population from Sarah and also how the owners are tackling a
weed problem. You will also see some innovative ways of keeping wildlife out of the garden.

BBQ facilities are available or there are plenty of places to have a picnic.

'Dunbarton', 183 Bridport Back Road, NABOWLA 7260

To get to 'Dunbarton' from Launceston, head towards Lilydale and continue on following the sign posts
to the Lavender Farm. Do not turn off but continue on the B81 road past the Lavender Farm turn-off for
3.5kms and then turn left onto the Bridport Back Rd. (C827) which is a gravel road. Follow that for 1.83
kms. and ‘Dunbarton’ is sign posted on the left. It is 55 kms. from Launceston.

If you have any difficulty call Peter on mobile 0427 358 289.

20% Discount On Accommodation
Land for Wildlife owners and operators of "Wind Song Bed and Breakfast",

Jane and Tom Teniswood are offering other Land for Wildlife owners
20% discount on accommodation in "The Lodge" - a fully self contained unit.

This offer is valid for the period from 30th April to 30th November, 2006.
"Wind Song" is a 220ha property at Little Swanport on the east coast and has a

42ha Private Forest Reserve which provides valuable habitat for the endangered butterfly
"Chaostola skipper" and the Swift Parrot.

To find out more about "Wind Song" visit our
website www.windsongbnb.com.au,

Phone: (03) 6257 7583, Mobile: 0418 995 319

Land for Wildlife Open Day - Saturday 18th February 2006
Launceston Field Naturalists Club property “Skemps” at Myrtle Bank

This 52 hectare property has eight nature trails through old forests and regenerated farm paddocks and
combined with ponds, streams, water falls and a fern gully gives an opportunity to observe birds, animals
and plant species native to the area. A well equipped clubhouse can accommodate up to 20 overnight.

How to get there:
Myrtle Bank is situated 35 km from Launceston along the Tasman Highway heading towards Scottsdale.
At Myrtle Park continue just past the hairpin bend and take the first left hand turn into Targa Hill Road
(C828), follow the gravel road uphill for approximately 2 kilometres, where you will take a right hand
turn, into Old Scottsdale Road. Approximately 50 metres on the right enter Skemps Road through the
boom gate. “Skemps” Clubhouse is on your left after exiting the forest area.

When: Saturday 18th February 2006 Open from 10 am to 3 pm.
Bring lunch, BBQ facilities available. Tea and coffee provided.

Guided walking tours of property (varied degrees of difficulty) at 10.45 am and 1.15 pm.
Ample parking available. Everyone is welcome.

For further details contact Elizabeth Montgomery on 6344 3989 or 0417 157 159.
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Land for Wildlife
Contacts
LFW State Coordinator
Iona Mitchell
Private Property Conservation Program
DPIWE
Ph: (03) 6233 6427
Fax: (03) 6223 8603
Email: Iona.Mitchell@dpiwe.tas.gov.au

LFW Assistant
Therese Smith
Private Property Conservation Program
DPIWE
Ph: (03) 6233 6427
Fax: (03) 6223 8603
Email: Therese.Smith@dpiwe.tas.gov.au

Back issues (volumes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9) of the Land for
Wildlife News are now available. If you would like a copy of
these early editions, please contact Iona Mitchell at the address
provided.

Please contact the authors before reproducing material from this newsletter.
The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Land for Wildlife Program or the Department of Primary Industries,
Water and Environment.

If undelivered return to:
Land for Wildlife
PO Box 44, Hobart, Tas 7001
Phone: (03) 6233 6427
Fax: (03) 6223 8603
Email: Iona.Mitchell@dpiwe.tas.gov.au

Land for Wildlife Program: Vision, Mission and Goals
1. Vision
• Land owners and land managers integrate the principles and practices of nature conservation into overall land

management.

2. Mission
Land for Wildlife encourages and facilitates voluntary nature conservation by:

• building on existing community networks;
• sharing information and learning;
• supporting and recognising land owners and managers; and
• having nature conservation principles put into practice on unreserved land.

3. Goals
Long term and medium term

1. Nature Conservation principles are applied and practices are integrated with overall land management.
2. Land for Wildlife contributes to ecologically, economically and socially sustainable property management.
3. Land for Wildlife contributes to a healthy and diverse ecosystem.
4. Information is gathered and shared, learning about managing for nature conservation on unreserved land is facilitated.

Immediate
5. Existing community networks are involved and expanded.
6. There is broad community participation in Land for Wildlife.
7. Adequate resources are provided to the Land for Wildlife program.
8. Land owners and land managers are given support and their voluntary contributions to nature conservation on

unreserved land are recognised.
9. The numbers of land owners and land managers participating in Land for Wildlife increase.
10.There are adequate distribution of and connections between native habitats managed for nature conservation to ensure

viability of populations of native plants and animals.
11.A comprehensive, integrated database of information is established, maintained and is accessible.

Source: Land for Wildlife (Tasmania) Implementation Plan 1998

Events
(refer to Members Page for details)

December 3 Bird Walk lead by Sarah Lloyd, “Dunbarton”,
Nabowla.

February 18 LFW Open Day, Launceston Field Naturalists
Club property “Skemps” at Myrtle Bank.


