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Cypermethrin is a synthetic pyrethroid insecticide 
used to control many insect pests in domestic, 
industrial and agricultural situations. It is also 
used in surface sprays for controlling insect pests 
in domestic, public and commercial buildings 

Product Trade Names 
Some of the more common Cypermethrin 
formulations registered for use in Tasmania are 
listed below. 

Alpha Duop Antares Vanquish  
Alphasip Dictate Bestox  
Alphamax Di-Namic Bugoff  
Alpha-Scud Dominex Fendona  
Astound Fastac Zenith  
Buzzard 

Ecological Effects 

Cypermethrin is practically non-toxic to birds, but 
is very highly toxic to fish and aquatic 
invertebrates. This is mainly because it is 
metabolised and eliminated significantly more 
slowly by fish than by mammals or birds. 

Cypermethrin is highly toxic to bees. 

Environmental Fate 
Cypermethrin has a moderate persistence in 
soils. Under laboratory conditions, it degrades 
more rapidly on sandy clay and sandy loam soils 
than on clay soils, and more rapidly in soils low 
in organic matter. 

Cypermethrin rapidly degrades in sunlight with a 
half-life of 8-16 days. 

Cypermethrin is not soluble in water and has a 
strong tendency to adsorb to soil particles. It is 
therefore unlikely to cause groundwater 
contamination. 

Human Toxicity 
Cypermethrin is a moderately toxic material by 

dermal absorption or ingestion.  Symptoms of 
high dermal exposure include numbness, tingling, 
itching, burning sensation, loss of bladder control, 
incoordination, seizures, and possible death. 

Symptoms of high dose ingestion include 
nausea, prolonged vomiting, stomach pains, and 
diarrhoea which may progress to convulsions, 
unconsciousness, and coma. 

Based on tests conducted on laboratory animals, 
the following may be concluded. 

 No likely adverse effects on reproduction. No 
birth defects are likely. 

 Cypermethrin causes no mutagenic effects. 
 It is a possible carcinogen; available 

information is inconclusive. 

Cypermethrin is classified as a Schedule 6 poison 
in the Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of 
Drugs and Poisons. 

For further information, please contact: 
AgVet Chemicals Program 
Product Integrity Branch 
Ph: 6777 2133 or 1300 368 550 
Fax: 6343 2833 
 

or write to: 

The Registrar of Chemical Products 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water & Environment 
GPO Box 44 
HOBART TAS 7001 


