
Submission to the Review of the Drains Act 1954 
 
To: 
urban.water@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 
Urban Water Policy Unit 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment 
 
From: 
Organisation: Latrobe Council 
Contact: Jonathan Magor 
Position: Manager Engineering and Works 
Street address: 170 Gilbert St, Latrobe, Tas, 7307 
Postal address: PO box 63, Latrobe, Tas, 7307 
Phone: 64214650 
Fax: 64262121 
Email: JonathanM@latrobe.tas.gov.au 
 
General Issues 
 

1. Concerned about likely implications of changes to Act on Councils and 
developers – stormwater management plans, WSUD, pollutant traps, on-site 
treatment or capture etc. 

2. Concern about clarity of responsibility and ability to undertake or maintain 
outside a district (eg. an open drain built by a developer a number of years 
ago without an easement in rural residential areas and not previously a 
watercourse). 

3. Opportunity to improve and provide proper conclusive direction for when a 
property may have an impervious area (eg. concrete) that discharges to a 
neighbour and was not subject to building approval.  When is this only 
considered to be concentrated natural water if: a) discharges via a pipe at 
boundary; b) concrete area evenly sheets water directly to neighbour; c) if 
pipe discharge is set back from boundary; or d) if there is a grassed 
intermediate pervious area?  Can these areas be made to connect and under 
what legislation or act?  Also how can this be dealt with if this is concentrated 
natural water outside the district or located too low to connect to the system.  
How can alternatives means of disposal be enforced or assessed for 
appropriateness (eg. pumps, soakages, discharge onto pervious area etc.) 

4. On site stormwater detention etc. – Recommend that there be a state 
guideline and spreadsheet developed for use rather than every consultant 
having something different and some of them being out of their depth but still 
attempting to design a suitable system? 

5. Seems to be more promotion within the community of greywater recycling and 
this may have impact on runoff quality – as does excessive use of fertilizers 
etc. 

PS 



For background info not all Councils have a current stormwater district and don’t 
charge a stormwater rate.  Owners are fortunate if there is a point to discharge to.  If 
not already provided with a connection point a Council may charges a connection fee 
to provide them with a point if there is a main in a suitably location for them to 
connect to. 

 


