
 

38 Bligh Street Rosny Park 
Tasmania Australia 
Address correspondence to: 
General Manager 
PO Box 96 Rosny Park 7018 
Telephone (03) 6245 8600 
Facsimile (03) 6245 8700 
Dx: 70402 
Email clarence@ccc.tas.gov.au 
Website www.ccc.tas.gov.au 
 
Enquires: 

Your ref: 

In reply please quote: 

 Clarence City Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 July 2010 

 

 

To Whom it May Concern 

Email: urban.water@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

 

 

Dear Sirs, 

 

I wrote to the Urban Water Unit Policy when the Review of the Drains Act was announced 

seeking an extension of time for Council to comment due to the Meeting Cycle of Council 

and the inadequate time allowed for comment.  Subsequently the Local Government 

Association of Tasmania also sought an extension of time.  Council’s meeting schedule 

meant that Council was able to consider the Review of the Drains Act on 5 July 2010 and 

resolved the following; 

 

A. The Drains Act remain as the primary piece of legislation setting out the powers of 

Councils to deal public drains with additional provisions; 

 

•••• to include special indemnity provisions in the Act that recognises groundwater 

as a natural agent and not a drainage issue that is the responsibility of Council.  

Similarly it should be made clear that there is a common law right for un-

concentrated/un-intensified runoff from higher properties to discharge onto 

lower properties. 

 

•••• to ensure there is a specific power for Council to charge “headworks” and for 

any retro fitting of drainage to be a charge against the land.  Similarly there 

needs to be a head of power along the lines of a “Frontager” scheme to ensure 

there can be equitable contributions for construction and upgrade of public 

drainage. 

 

B. Environmental considerations associated with stormwater drainage should be dealt 

with through the appropriate State Government instruments of the State Policy on 

Water Quality Management, the proposed State Stormwater Strategy and the 

Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act. 

 

C. The introduction of any new or revised legislation arising from the Review of the 

Drains Act, including any environmental policy, legislation or strategy that has the 

potential to impact on Councils, should include a Regulatory Impact Statement. 

 

D. In recognition of the contribution of motor vehicles and roads to deterioration of water 

quality in urban stormwater the State Government hypothecate a fixed percentage of 

motor registration revenue which is to be distributed annually on the basis of 

kilometres of roads managed by various road authorities. 
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There were a number of minor administrative and technical issues which were also 

considered in the report to Council and these are covered in the draft submission on the 

Review of the Drains Act prepared by the Local Government Association of Tasmania.  As 

such Council also resolved to support the draft submission on the Review of the Drains Act 

prepared by the Local Government Association of Tasmania. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

John Stevens 

GROUP MANAGER ASSET MANAGEMENT 

 

 

 


