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MINISTERIAL FOREWORD 

The Tasmanian Government recognises the importance and value of water. 

For our land area, Tasmania has a relative abundance of freshwater supplies 

in our rivers, streams, lakes and groundwater. This ‘liquid gold’ is a natural 

advantage when it comes to producing goods and undertaking other activities 

which rely on water, and the Tasmanian Government wants to ensure that 

Tasmania is properly positioned to continue to realise the benefits of our 

natural advantage. 

The Government has a plan to create jobs and grow the value of Tasmanian agricultural production 

to $10 billion by 2050. This will require that water is, sustainably and viably, made available when 

and where it can best contribute to productive outcomes. We are also working to develop our 

strategic opportunities in renewable energy production and our freshwater resources will play a 

key role. Freshwater is also vital to a range of other uses and values such as town water supplies, 

industry, tourism and environmental and social values.  

The Draft Rural Water Use Strategy sets out proposed key reforms to the water management 

framework to guide Tasmania’s future water management arrangements to ensure integrated, fair 

and efficient regulation of our water resources. This will underpin sustainable outcomes for rural 

water users, rural communities and the environment and maintain Tasmania’s competitive 

advantages. 

I envisage that the Rural Water Use Strategy will set the direction for the rural water sector for 

the next few decades. To this end, the Draft Rural Water Use Strategy has been developed 

following consultation and input from a wide range of stakeholders. I thank everyone for their 

considered comments and perspectives on the Rural Water Use Strategy Position Paper.  

I am passionate about making wise use of our water resources and I think it is clear that managing 

our freshwater is a shared responsibility from which we all stand to benefit. I encourage everyone 

to consider the Draft Rural Water Use Strategy which outlines how the Government intends to 

manage Tasmania’s water resources into the future. 

 

 

Guy Barnett 

Minister for Primary Industries and Water 
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TASMANIA’S RURAL WATER USE 

 

Tasmania’s freshwater resources, in our lakes, rivers, 

streams and groundwater, support a diverse range of 

water uses and environments including: 

▪ water for drinking and public water supply; 

▪ water for stock and domestic use and 

firefighting; 

▪ water that flows through the environment giving 

life to Tasmania’s precious freshwater 

ecosystems and landscapes, and supporting our 

tourism businesses, recreational freshwater 

fisheries and iconic white-water playgrounds; 

▪ hydroelectricity generation; and 

▪ water for agriculture, industry and aquaculture. 

The Tasmanian Government is developing the inaugural Rural Water Use 

Strategy to ensure that Tasmania’s freshwater resources are available to 

support the wide range of rural water uses and environments that depend on 

them as well as new opportunities for innovation and growth.  

The Tasmanian Government has a plan to foster agricultural development and create employment 

opportunities, with a target of growing the value of Tasmanian agricultural production to $10 billion 

by 2050. The Tasmanian Government’s AgriVision 2050 policy sets out a vision that grows the 

agricultural sector whilst looking after the natural environment. This will require that water is, 

sustainably and viably, made available when and where it can best contribute to productive 

outcomes. To this end, Agrivision 2050 is about promoting growth in agriculture whilst also 

protecting the natural assets of Tasmania which set our State and our products apart. 

The goal of increasing the rate of growth in agricultural productivity and profitability requires 

transformational change, led by agribusiness and supported by Government. Tasmania is investing 

significantly in irrigation infrastructure and research, development and extension activities in 

agriculture. This investment is creating a step change in the potential for growth in agribusiness in 

Tasmania; and is changing the way water resources are accessed and managed in the rural water 

use sector in catchments across the State. 
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Our freshwater resources will also play a key role in realising our strategic opportunities in 

renewable energy production such as initiatives like the Battery of the Nation and the creation of 

a Tasmanian renewable hydrogen industry which promise to contribute a substantial increase in 

renewable energy production. 

These changes are occurring against a backdrop of increasing competition for water resources 

through drivers such as expanding opportunities for water dependent industries, and population 

growth; and the potential effects of climate change on water resource reliability. 

The Rural Water Use Strategy will guide Tasmania’s future water management 

arrangements to ensure integrated, fair and efficient regulation of our water 

resources to deliver sustainable outcomes for rural water users, rural 

communities and the environment, while maintaining Tasmania’s competitive 

advantages in a changing climate. 

A small number of issues that were raised through the consultation process on the Rural Water 

Use Strategy Position Paper are outside the scope of the Rural Water Use Strategy. These include 

matters relating to catchment management and urban water supply security and management. 

These topics are generally addressed through existing mechanisms, activities and programs. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

Consultation with stakeholders during the development of the draft strategy identified a range of 

existing and emerging opportunities and challenges for water resource management in Tasmania. 

These are grouped into the four goals of the Strategy which are: 

Goal 1 – Sustainable management of Tasmania’s water resources 

Goal 2 – Strategic development to maximise opportunities from water resources 

Goal 3 – Effective regulation, strong entitlements and planning 

Goal 4 – Administrative Efficiency  

The Rural Water Use Strategy will ensure that our water management 

framework continues to support development, investment and the wise use of 

water in the rural sector. 

 

Sustainable management of Tasmania’s water resources 

Knowledge and understanding of our freshwater resources underpins their sustainable 

management. Changes are occurring now and further change is expected in the future. For 

example: 

▪ Increasingly, surface water resources within agricultural catchments are nearing full allocation. 

▪ The effects of climate change are predicted to impact on catchment yields as well as on the 

timing and reliability of demand for and supply of water. 

▪ Water delivery systems in some areas of Tasmania have become more complex, with multiple 

water managers using streams to convey different water products to water users. This has 

created great benefits for water users and increased the complexity of water management 

arrangements in some areas. 

▪ As surface water catchments reach full allocation, demand for groundwater as an alternative 

or additional source of water for irrigation and other uses may increase. 
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Tasmania is renowned for its natural environment which underpins the Tasmanian Brand and many 

of the competitive advantages enjoyed by agricultural and other Tasmanian producers.  

A strong water management framework based on best available science and 

knowledge is essential to balancing commercial, environmental and social 

demands on our freshwater resources. 

 

 

 

 

Strategic development to maximise opportunities from water resources 

The Tasmanian Government has a strong commitment to irrigation development in Tasmania. 

Since 2010, 15 irrigation schemes have been constructed with a total capital cost of $418 million, 

funded by the Tasmanian and Australian Governments and the private sector.  These new irrigation 

schemes provide an additional 100,000 ML of highly reliable water supplies to support growth in 

agriculture. There have been multiple benefits to farming businesses from this investment including 

greater commercial certainty and security; flexibility and risk management in irrigation water 

requirements; and providing for farm business restructuring and modernisation. Ongoing support 

for irrigation development is also key to enabling Tasmanian farmers to manage the impacts of 

increasing climate variability.  And of course, this has very significant flow-on benefits for jobs and 

rural communities. 

Tasmania also has significant potential in renewable energy, including in the further development 

of wind and hydropower, coupled with more transmission and interconnection. It is anticipated 

that these developments will drive significant investment and job creation in the next 10 to 15 

years, as well as delivering energy security for Tasmania and maintaining downward pressure on 

power prices for Tasmanians. Emerging market opportunities for renewable hydrogen also hold 

great promise for Tasmania. 

Supporting emerging opportunities for innovation whilst maintaining established industries is key 

to Tasmania’s economic future and our current water management framework supports this. This 

will continue to be supported through the Rural Water Use Strategy. 
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Effective regulation, strong entitlements and planning

The water management framework should 

deliver certainty for water users. This is about 

ensuring that regulation, entitlements and 

planning instruments work together to:  

▪ inform individuals about their 

entitlements and responsibilities;  

▪ protect the rights of existing water 

users; and 

▪ support innovation in the rural water 

use sector.  

Effective regulation and robust entitlement 

and planning systems ensure that our 

freshwater systems continue to support the 

numerous economic, environmental and 

social values that depend upon them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Efficiency 

The Tasmanian Government believes that a water management framework should be integrated, 

fair and efficient. A key area of potential improvement is modernising the way Tasmania’s water 

management information is managed. Currently, water management information is stored in a 

number of custom designed databases that are out-dated and poorly integrated. Whilst the 

databases continue to service the operational and business requirements of the Department, they 

are increasingly creating inefficiencies and inhibiting the future capacity to work efficiently and 

effectively to manage the State’s water resources. Additionally, there is limited public availability of 

water management information and our systems are not readily adaptable to increase 

transparency. The systems limit the potential for the community to engage effectively in water 

resource management. 

There are also opportunities to improve the efficiency, consistency and effectiveness of the 

legislative framework and administrative processes and practices for management of our 

freshwater resources. 
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Key guiding principles 
 

The activities of the Rural Water Use Strategy will be implemented in line with these guiding principles: 

▪ through engagement with the community; 

▪ by seeking out partnerships and collaboration; 

▪ by establishing policies and solutions that are evidence-based, predictable, understood by the public, and 

underpinned by effective regulation and enforcement; 

▪ reflecting an adaptive approach so that as knowledge and technology evolve, policy settings and rules can 

adapt; and 

▪ such that Tasmania’s freshwater resources will continue to be managed in accordance with the Resource 

Management and Planning System of Tasmania and the Objectives of the Water Management Act 1999. 

Implementation of the Strategy will be evaluated after five years from its commencement. 

 

OUR STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES IN DETAIL 

There are many ‘business as usual’ activities to undertake to keep delivering desirable water 

management outcomes for Tasmania’s freshwater resources.  

The Rural Water Use Strategy sets out the key strategic activities proposed to 

be undertaken by DPIPWE that will enhance outcomes for rural water users, 

rural communities and the environment.  

These strategic activities are outlined here with reference to each of the four goals of the Strategy. 

The key guiding principles of the Rural Water Use Strategy are also outlined. 
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1.1 Continue to share information and tools 

and establish partnerships to leverage 

projects to address the challenges of a 

changing climate. 

 

 

1.2 Consider knowledge gaps identified in 

the Groundwater Risk Assessment and 

Management Framework project and 

determine additional funding expectations to 

better manage groundwater resources. 

 

 

1.3 Continue to undertake a range of 

environmental assessments to support 

water resource management.  

 

 

1.4 Update surface water modelling to 

enhance information for decision including 

updated climate scenarios. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 1 – Sustainable management of Tasmania’s water resources 
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Better understanding our freshwater resources and 

enabling evidence-based policy and decision making 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1.5 Undertake a strategic review of 

hydrological monitoring networks, and 

where required, expand or upgrade the 

networks.  

 

 

1.6 Continue the River Health Monitoring 

Program as part of the water management 

framework.  

 

 

1.7 Review water accountability and 

reporting frameworks to strengthen risk-

based water use and water conveyance 

measurement and reporting.  
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Goal 1 – Sustainable management of Tasmania’s water resources 

Enhancing monitoring of our freshwater resources  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1 Continue to progress Tranche 3 of 

irrigation scheme development and consider 

future schemes or augmentations in 

partnership with irrigators and the 

Australian Government. 

 

 

2.2 Ensure that the legislative framework 

under which Hydro Tasmania’s water rights 

and obligations sit provides certainty and 

confidence for proposals such as Battery of 

the Nation. 

 

 

2.3 Support ongoing development of 

policies to encourage water recycling and 

reuse. 

 

 

2.4 Support emerging water dependent 

industries in Tasmania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 2 – Strategic development to maximise opportunities from water resources 
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Supporting emerging water developments 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Review the surface water allocation 

policy framework to ensure it considers best 

available science, continues to deliver 

outcomes in line with the objectives of the 

Water Management Act 1999, and enhances 

transparency of decision making. 

 

 

3.2 Explore options to increase flexibility for 

water users to manage allocations 

responsively either through market-based 

mechanisms or other water sharing and 

management approaches. 

 

 

3.3 Explore options to enable greater 

visibility of allocations, water availability and 

limits in catchments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.4 Revise the legislative framework 

underpinning risk-based water management 

planning to ensure efficient and effective 

statutory planning processes. 

 

 

3.5 Ensure that the Tasmanian Aboriginal 

community have the opportunity to be 

actively engaged in water planning in 

Tasmania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 3 – Effective regulation, strong entitlements and planning 
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Ensuring the water allocation policy framework continues to deliver benefits 

across commercial sectors and supports delivery of non-financial benefits to 

environmental and social values 

 

Providing for an adaptive, risk-based water 

management planning system that is inclusive of 

stakeholders 



 

 

 

 

Supporting local water management 

 

3.6 Further enhance options available for 

developing collaborative water management 

arrangements. 

 

 

3.7 Finalise legislative reforms to facilitate 

irrigator self-management of publicly owned 

irrigation schemes. 

 

 

Enhancing water management 

outcomes where there are multiple 

water managers 

3.8 Undertake reforms to enhance 

administration and operation of water 

districts. 

 

3.9 Ensure the legislative framework 

continues to provide for community-led 

water development. 

 

 

3.10 Review arrangements to better 

facilitate efficient and effective water 

management in catchments with multiple 

water managers. 

 

 

 

 

Further reducing regulatory burden 

for owners of smaller private dams 

 

3.11 Investigate the appropriateness of the 

Australian National Committee on Large 

Dams (ANCOLD) Guidelines for smaller 

private dams. 

 

 

3.12 Work with relevant stakeholders to 

address concerns about the impacts on dam 

risk ratings of downstream developments. 

 

 

 

Enhancing the regulatory settings for 

water markets 

 

3.13 Review policy settings for water trading 

to provide for positive market and 

sustainable outcomes for Tasmania’s water 

resources. 

 

 

3.14 Explore information requirements to 

better support water trade and transfer 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 3 – Effective regulation, strong entitlements and planning 
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4.1 Identify the suite of legislative reforms to 

enhance efficiency, consistency and 

effectiveness of the water management 

framework. 

 

 

 

 

4.2 Commence scoping of a new licensing 

and permitting platform that will meet the 

current and future needs and expectations 

of the community for the management of 

Tasmania’s freshwater resources. 

 

 

4.3 Investigate options for improved 

coordination and data sharing between 

water entities for the efficient management 

of the State’s freshwater resources. 

 

 

4.4 Investigate options to update and 

modernise existing databases to provide a 

better integrated platform to underpin 

planning, decision making, and use in 

strategic development of the State’s 

freshwater resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal 4 – Administrative efficiency 
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Ensuring contemporary and fit for purpose water 

resource management legislation 

Enhancing water information sharing, transparency 

and useability 



 

 

HOW TO HAVE YOUR SAY 

You have an opportunity to comment on the Draft Rural Water Use Strategy. All comments on 

this Draft Strategy are sought in writing and must be received by 16 December 2020.  

Submissions can be either emailed to: 

water.policy@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

or posted to:  

Rural Water Use Strategy Project 

Water Group, DPIPWE 

GPO Box 44 

Hobart, TAS  7001  

 

 

 

 

Accessibility of submissions  

The Government recognises that not all individuals or groups are equally placed to access and understand information. 

We are committed to ensuring government information is accessible and easily understood by people with diverse 

communication needs.  

Important information  

Your name (or the name of the organisation) may be published unless you request otherwise. No private information 

will be published. In the absence of a clear indication that a submission is intended to be treated as confidential, the 

Department will treat the submission as public. If you would like your submission treated as confidential, whether in 

whole or in part, please indicate this in writing at the time of making your submission clearly identifying the parts of 

your submission you want to remain confidential and the reasons why. In this case, your submission will not be 

published to the extent of that request. Copyright in submissions remains with the author(s), not with the Tasmanian 

Government. The Department will not publish, in whole or in part, submissions containing defamatory or offensive 

material. If your submission includes information that could enable the identification of other individuals, then either all 

or parts of the submission will not be published.  

The Right to Information Act 2009 and confidentiality 

By law, information provided to the Government may be provided to an applicant under the provisions of the Right 

to Information Act 2009 (RTI). If you have indicated that you wish all or part of your submission to be confidential, the 

statement that details your reasons will be taken into account in determining whether or not to release the information 

in the event of an RTI application for assessed disclosure. 
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* DITRDC - Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

Enquiries: 

Water Policy and Planning Branch 

DPIPWE 

Phone:   03 6165 3016 

Email:    water.policy@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 

Visit:      www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/water 

 

 

    


