Appendix 18 Guidelines for Observing Cetaceans

Have you seen a whale?
What species is it?
(include species I.D chart here)
Is it more than 500m away?
1. Call the WHALE HOTLINE on 0427 942 537
2. Call Andrew Hunter (wildlife officer) on
3. Keep watch of the whale’s whereabouts
Is it less than 500m away?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Stop all marine farming activity straight away
Call Andrew Hunter (wildlife officer) on
Call the WHALE HOTLINE on 0427 942 537
Keep watch of the whale’s whereabouts

Has it connected with or become entangled in farm equipment?

Whale & Dolphin Viewing Guidelines
Guidelines for dolphin and whale watching are in place in Tasmanian and Commonwealth waters to ensure
human safety and to protect the welfare of the animals. The guidelines apply to both commercial operators
(eg tour operators) as well as individuals lucky enough to chance upon a pod of dolphins or whales.
If you see whales, dolphins or other marine mammals in Tasmanian waters, please ring our hotline:
0427 WHALES or 0427 942 537
This information is vital. Not only are you adding to our knowledge of these species, your information may
even prevent whales and dolphins from stranding.
The basic rules when near whales and dolphins are to keep a safe distance, remain quiet, and do not try to
touch or feed them.
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Viewing guidelines







In a vessel approach no closer than 100m to a whale or 50m to a dolphin
If your vessel is under steam you should approach no closer than 300m for whales or 150m for dolphins no more than three vessels within the caution zone (see diagram)
Withdraw immediately, at a slow and steady pace, if the animals show any kind of disturbance
Adopt a slow speed (no wake) while in the area
Approach the animal from parallel to, and slightly to the rear (see diagram)
Personal motorised watercraft (including jet skis and remotely operated craft) should not approach whales
or dolphins any closer than 300m. If whales or dolphins move within this distance, the vessel should slow
down and move away from the animal(s) at no-wake speed to at least 300m away.
Please remember - keep a safe distance, remain quiet, and do not try to touch or feed them.

Contact
Biodiversity Conservation Branch
134 Macquarie Street
HOBART TAS 7000
Phone: 03 6165 4319
Contact
DPIPWE Threatened Species Section
Louise Jerrim
GPO Box 44
HOBART TAS 7000
Phone: 03 6165 4340

Wildcare whale rescue training
If you are interested in assisting with whale rescues then join WILDCARE Inc and register for whale rescue
on the membership form. You will receive information about WILDCARE Inc. Whale rescue courses,
formation of First Response teams and will be contacted in the event of a stranding where assistance from
volunteers is required.

