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Dear Sir/Madam
Please find attached the submission from Bush Heritage Australia in response to the Tasmanian
Government’s proposal to reserve Future Potential Production Forest land within the boundary
of the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.
Kind regards
Matt Appleby
Matt Appleby
Senior Ecologist (South-East Australia)
Bush Heritage Australia
General post: PO Box 329, Flinders Lane, VICTORIA 8009
(Specific post: details on request)
www.bushheritage.org.au

T: +61(0)400 876 010

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the places in which we live, work and play.
We recognise and respect the enduring relationship they have with their lands and waters,
and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and future.

 

footer-img

mailto:matt.appleby@bushheritage.org.au
mailto:NaturalHeritage.Policy@dpipwe.tas.gov.au
http://www.bushheritage.org.au/
https://secure.bushheritage.org.au/donate?utm_source=signature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-sig
https://secure.bushheritage.org.au/donate?utm_source=signature&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-sig








Submission 

In response to



The reservation of Future Potential Production Forest land, Tasmania









Prepared by Bush Heritage Australia (ACN 78 053 639 115)

Wednesday 31st March 2021







Submitted to:

Natural Heritage Policy

Natural and Cultural Heritage Division

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE)

Email: NaturalHeritage.Policy@dpipwe.tas.gov.au 































For further information on this submission, please contact:



Elisabeth McLellan
Executive Manager – South East Bush Heritage Australia

E: info@bushheritage.org.au 

T: 03 86109115

P: PO Box 329 Flinders Lane, Melbourne Vic 8009







Bush Heritage Australia commends The Tasmanian Government for protecting those areas of land currently classed as Future Potential Production Forest Land (FPPFL) that is Crown land, and Permanent Timber Production Zone Land (PTPZL) within the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA).



Bush Heritage urges the Tasmanian Government to assign a higher level of protection (National Park or State Reserve) to all FPPF lands, and to engage and consult with the Aboriginal community and neighbouring landowners.



Bush Heritage is an independent not-for-profit that buys and manages land to conserve our landscapes and native species, and also partners with Aboriginal people across the country and farmers in the Tasmanian Midlands. The organisation started in Tasmania with the purchase of 2 blocks of land in the Liffey Valley which are now a part of the TWWHA (Liffey River reserve) or adjoin it (Drys Bluff reserve). Since then, we have purchased or been gifted another 3 blocks of land adjoining the TWWHA in the Liffey Valley, and nationally we protect 1.2 million hectares through our reserves, and we help protect 10.1 million hectares through our partnerships.





As noted by DPIPWE, the use, management, and regulation of areas within the TWWHA Management Plan is partly determined by the Management Zones and by the reserve class. The reserve class that should be assigned to the FPPF land can be based on the status of any existing reserve(s) that it adjoins, or a different class if the land possesses the values as specified in Schedule 1 of the Nature Conservation Act (2002). The Tasmanian Government’s proposal is to class the FPPF land as either a conservation area or regional reserve, mainly based (it appears) on the reserve status of the adjacent Crown Land.



Under Schedule 1 of the Nature Conservation Act, the purpose of a Regional Reserve is to permit “Mineral exploration and the development of mineral deposits in the area of land, and the controlled use of other natural resources of that area of land, including special species timber harvesting, while protecting and maintaining the natural and cultural values of that area of land.”

Bush Heritage’s view is that any exploration or extraction of minerals is not suitable or compatible with the World Heritage Area status of this land because of the certain destruction of natural and/or Aboriginal cultural values.



Under Schedule 1 of the Nature Conservation Act, the purpose of a Conservation Area is “the protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the area of land and the sustainable use of the natural resources of that area of land including special species timber harvesting.”

Bush Heritage’s view is that the use of natural resources such as the harvesting of special species is also not suitable or compatible with the World Heritage Area status of this land. Many of these species are slow growing rainforest species that were affected by wildfires that affected significant areas of the TWWHA in 2016. Selective logging activities (i.e. clearing native vegetation, building access tracks etc) also have the potential to destroy or disturb areas of Aboriginal cultural heritage.



As stated in the TWWHA Management Plan, “the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area is recognised through the World Heritage Convention as having both natural and cultural heritage of Outstanding Universal Value. This recognition is based on the TWWHA meeting four natural criteria and three cultural criteria, conditions of integrity and authenticity and the application of a robust system of protection and management, as defined in the Operational Guidelines for the implementation of the World Heritage Convention. It is one of only two World Heritage properties that meet this many listing criteria.”



Given that the FPPF land falls within the boundaries of the TWWHA, it is difficult to see how the status of Regional Reserve or Conservation Area is compatible with the higher status and purpose of a World Heritage Area. 



The Tasmanian Government states that the FPPF land should be incorporated into existing Conservation Areas and Regional Reserves (only) because they adjoin one or the other of these reserve types. The maps provided by DPIPWE do indicate that this is the case for many sections of FPPF land, but the maps also clearly show that many areas of FPPF land adjoin National Parks including Cradle Mountain – Lake St Clair NP, Mole Creek Karst NP and Walls of Jerusalem NP. There was no explanation provided on why these areas should not be incorporated into these National Parks.



It is Bush Heritage’s view that the reserve status best suited to the FPPF land is either:
National Park, for which the purpose is “the protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the area of land.” or

State Reserve, for which the purpose is “The protection and maintenance of any one or more of the following: (a) the natural and cultural values of the area of land; (b) sites, objects or places of significance to Aboriginal people contained in that area of land; (c) use of the area of land by Aboriginal people.”



Bush Heritage acknowledges that the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) have requested that FPPF land on the Great Western Tiers / kooparnoona niara should be handed back to the Aboriginal people and given National Park status. We would urge the Tasmanian Government to work with ALCT on this matter and to amend the Nature Conservation Act to allow National Park status on Aboriginal-owned land.  The ALCT have identified that the Aboriginal community has the capacity to manage this land and that Aboriginal-owned National Parks already exist in Australia, such as Mutawinji National Park in western NSW, and in many countries worldwide (National Parks managed by local Indigenous Peoples).



The Tasmanian Aboriginal community maintain ongoing cultural connections to the area, Great Western Tiers /kooparnoona niara.  Aboriginal cultural heritage surveys have been conducted by the Tasmanian Aboriginal community on (and in the vicinity of) several of Bush Heritage’s Liffey Valley reserves. These surveys have revealed cultural stories, resources, bushfoods and medicine, cultural sites and places, living, traveling and camping places like caves and sandstone overhangs with artefact scatters and evidence of Aboriginal people’s occupation. Many of these areas are on or in the vicinity of FPPF land, including the upper Liffey valley and to the south of Meander. Recommendations based on these surveys included increased Tasmanian Aboriginal community management of these areas, which is consistent with ALCT’s call for an Aboriginal-owned National Park. 



As noted above, Bush Heritage properties are located within and adjoining the TWWHA in the Liffey Valley. Our ability to manage these private reserves is greatly influenced by the activities permitted on Crown Land. Under the current proposal, the FPPF land adjacent to the BHA properties will become a Conservation Area. As such, a broad range of ‘recreational’ activities will be permitted including hunting of native wildlife (such as Bennetts wallaby), feral deer as well as horse riding. The hunting activities increase the risk to visitors on our reserves and to those that venture further onto Dry’s Bluff track or the Liffey Falls track.  If tracks on FPPF land are created or re-cleared to allow horse riding (and, inevitably, motorbikes and possibly four-wheel drives), weeds will be able to spread further into the forests and could increase the management costs for Bush Heritage and other adjoining landowners. At Liffey Falls State Reserve there are existing weed issues associated with the carpark and tracks which affect the neighbouring block owned and managed by Bush Heritage. 



The FPPF land is currently zoned as recreation or self-reliant recreation under the TWWHA Management Plan. As outlined above, we see these zonings as inappropriate due to the damage that will occur from recreational activities that have detrimental effects such as hunting and horse riding, in addition to the potential for these areas to be opened up to mining and special species timber harvesting. It is Bush Heritage’s view that the existing zoning should be changed to reflect its World Heritage Area status. Once the zoning is changed, then the status of existing Conservation Areas and Regional Reserves within the TWWHA should be upgraded to either National Park or State Reserve.





In summary, Bush Heritage urges the Tasmanian Government to assign a higher level of protection (National Park or State Reserve) to all FPPF lands, and to engage and consult with the Aboriginal community and neighbouring landowners. We support the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania’s submission and request to hand back areas on the Great Western Tiers/kooparnoona niara to the Tasmanian Aboriginal people / palawa. We welcome the opportunity to work with the Tasmanian Government on this matter, along with other sections of the community, particularly the Tasmanian Aboriginal community. 
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Bush Heritage Australia commends The Tasmanian Government for protecting those areas of land 
currently classed as Future Potential Production Forest Land (FPPFL) that is Crown land, and 
Permanent Timber Production Zone Land (PTPZL) within the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage 
Area (TWWHA). 
 
Bush Heritage urges the Tasmanian Government to assign a higher level of protection (National 
Park or State Reserve) to all FPPF lands, and to engage and consult with the Aboriginal community 
and neighbouring landowners. 
 
Bush Heritage is an independent not-for-profit that buys and manages land to conserve our 
landscapes and native species, and also partners with Aboriginal people across the country and 
farmers in the Tasmanian Midlands. The organisation started in Tasmania with the purchase of 2 
blocks of land in the Liffey Valley which are now a part of the TWWHA (Liffey River reserve) or adjoin 
it (Drys Bluff reserve). Since then, we have purchased or been gifted another 3 blocks of land 
adjoining the TWWHA in the Liffey Valley, and nationally we protect 1.2 million hectares through our 
reserves, and we help protect 10.1 million hectares through our partnerships. 
 
 
As noted by DPIPWE, the use, management, and regulation of areas within the TWWHA 
Management Plan is partly determined by the Management Zones and by the reserve class. The 
reserve class that should be assigned to the FPPF land can be based on the status of any existing 
reserve(s) that it adjoins, or a different class if the land possesses the values as specified in Schedule 
1 of the Nature Conservation Act (2002). The Tasmanian Government’s proposal is to class the FPPF 
land as either a conservation area or regional reserve, mainly based (it appears) on the reserve 
status of the adjacent Crown Land. 
 
Under Schedule 1 of the Nature Conservation Act, the purpose of a Regional Reserve is to permit 
“Mineral exploration and the development of mineral deposits in the area of land, and the 
controlled use of other natural resources of that area of land, including special species timber 
harvesting, while protecting and maintaining the natural and cultural values of that area of land.” 
Bush Heritage’s view is that any exploration or extraction of minerals is not suitable or compatible 
with the World Heritage Area status of this land because of the certain destruction of natural and/or 
Aboriginal cultural values. 
 
Under Schedule 1 of the Nature Conservation Act, the purpose of a Conservation Area is “the 
protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural values of the area of land and the 
sustainable use of the natural resources of that area of land including special species timber 
harvesting.” 
Bush Heritage’s view is that the use of natural resources such as the harvesting of special species is 
also not suitable or compatible with the World Heritage Area status of this land. Many of these 
species are slow growing rainforest species that were affected by wildfires that affected significant 
areas of the TWWHA in 2016. Selective logging activities (i.e. clearing native vegetation, building 
access tracks etc) also have the potential to destroy or disturb areas of Aboriginal cultural heritage. 
 
As stated in the TWWHA Management Plan, “the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area is 
recognised through the World Heritage Convention as having both natural and cultural heritage of 



 
Outstanding Universal Value. This recognition is based on the TWWHA meeting four natural criteria 
and three cultural criteria, conditions of integrity and authenticity and the application of a robust 
system of protection and management, as defined in the Operational Guidelines for the 
implementation of the World Heritage Convention. It is one of only two World Heritage properties 
that meet this many listing criteria.” 
 
Given that the FPPF land falls within the boundaries of the TWWHA, it is difficult to see how the 
status of Regional Reserve or Conservation Area is compatible with the higher status and purpose 
of a World Heritage Area.  
 
The Tasmanian Government states that the FPPF land should be incorporated into existing 
Conservation Areas and Regional Reserves (only) because they adjoin one or the other of these 
reserve types. The maps provided by DPIPWE do indicate that this is the case for many sections of 
FPPF land, but the maps also clearly show that many areas of FPPF land adjoin National Parks 
including Cradle Mountain – Lake St Clair NP, Mole Creek Karst NP and Walls of Jerusalem NP. There 
was no explanation provided on why these areas should not be incorporated into these National 
Parks. 
 
It is Bush Heritage’s view that the reserve status best suited to the FPPF land is either: 
National Park, for which the purpose is “the protection and maintenance of the natural and cultural 
values of the area of land.” or 
State Reserve, for which the purpose is “The protection and maintenance of any one or more of the 
following: (a) the natural and cultural values of the area of land; (b) sites, objects or places of 
significance to Aboriginal people contained in that area of land; (c) use of the area of land by 
Aboriginal people.” 
 
Bush Heritage acknowledges that the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania (ALCT) have requested 
that FPPF land on the Great Western Tiers / kooparnoona niara should be handed back to the 
Aboriginal people and given National Park status. We would urge the Tasmanian Government to 
work with ALCT on this matter and to amend the Nature Conservation Act to allow National Park 
status on Aboriginal-owned land.  The ALCT have identified that the Aboriginal community has the 
capacity to manage this land and that Aboriginal-owned National Parks already exist in Australia, 
such as Mutawinji National Park in western NSW, and in many countries worldwide (National Parks 
managed by local Indigenous Peoples). 
 
The Tasmanian Aboriginal community maintain ongoing cultural connections to the area, Great 
Western Tiers /kooparnoona niara.  Aboriginal cultural heritage surveys have been conducted by the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal community on (and in the vicinity of) several of Bush Heritage’s Liffey Valley 
reserves. These surveys have revealed cultural stories, resources, bushfoods and medicine, cultural 
sites and places, living, traveling and camping places like caves and sandstone overhangs with 
artefact scatters and evidence of Aboriginal people’s occupation. Many of these areas are on or in 
the vicinity of FPPF land, including the upper Liffey valley and to the south of Meander. 
Recommendations based on these surveys included increased Tasmanian Aboriginal community 
management of these areas, which is consistent with ALCT’s call for an Aboriginal-owned National 
Park.  
 



 
As noted above, Bush Heritage properties are located within and adjoining the TWWHA in the Liffey 
Valley. Our ability to manage these private reserves is greatly influenced by the activities permitted 
on Crown Land. Under the current proposal, the FPPF land adjacent to the BHA properties will 
become a Conservation Area. As such, a broad range of ‘recreational’ activities will be permitted 
including hunting of native wildlife (such as Bennetts wallaby), feral deer as well as horse riding. The 
hunting activities increase the risk to visitors on our reserves and to those that venture further onto 
Dry’s Bluff track or the Liffey Falls track.  If tracks on FPPF land are created or re-cleared to allow 
horse riding (and, inevitably, motorbikes and possibly four-wheel drives), weeds will be able to 
spread further into the forests and could increase the management costs for Bush Heritage and 
other adjoining landowners. At Liffey Falls State Reserve there are existing weed issues associated 
with the carpark and tracks which affect the neighbouring block owned and managed by Bush 
Heritage.  
 
The FPPF land is currently zoned as recreation or self-reliant recreation under the TWWHA 
Management Plan. As outlined above, we see these zonings as inappropriate due to the damage that 
will occur from recreational activities that have detrimental effects such as hunting and horse riding, 
in addition to the potential for these areas to be opened up to mining and special species timber 
harvesting. It is Bush Heritage’s view that the existing zoning should be changed to reflect its World 
Heritage Area status. Once the zoning is changed, then the status of existing Conservation Areas and 
Regional Reserves within the TWWHA should be upgraded to either National Park or State Reserve. 
 
 
In summary, Bush Heritage urges the Tasmanian Government to assign a higher level of protection 
(National Park or State Reserve) to all FPPF lands, and to engage and consult with the Aboriginal 
community and neighbouring landowners. We support the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania’s 
submission and request to hand back areas on the Great Western Tiers/kooparnoona niara to the 
Tasmanian Aboriginal people / palawa. We welcome the opportunity to work with the Tasmanian 
Government on this matter, along with other sections of the community, particularly the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal community.  
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