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General description 

Scrubs, heathlands and the diverse complexes that 

they may form are, with a few notable exceptions, 

dominated by scleromorphic species. The canopy 

structure of the woody plants in these communities 

varies from 30 to 100% solid crown cover and is 

usually 5 m or less in height. While this height is the 

arbitrary divide between forest (including woodland) 

and scrub (Specht 1970), taller vegetation is included 

in these mapping units when it maintains a dense 

scrubby structure and/or a floristic composition 

indistinguishable from communities typically 5 m or 

less in height.  

Scrub and heathland communities typically have only 

two strata; a dominant layer of shrubs comprising 

one to many species; and a ground layer of herbs, 

orchids, prostrate shrubs, ferns and occasionally 

grasses and/or sedges. Some heath and scrub 

vegetation also includes emergent trees, but where 

present, these never form more than 5% solid 

crown cover. 

The ground layer is often sparse in vegetation cover 

and species richness, although it may be diverse 

and/or dense in the more open-canopy 

communities. If shrubs form less than a 30% solid 

crown cover over a ground layer dominated by 

grasses, sedges or rushes, then the vegetation is not 

considered part of Scrub, heathland and coastal 

complexes. 

Areas mapped in TASVEG by units described in 

Scrub, heathland and coastal complexes occur from 

sea level to about 1200 m and on a range of rock 

types in all climates. 

Not all heath and scrub vegetation is mapped in 

units described in this section. Heathland and scrub 

in alpine areas are dealt with in the section Highland 

treeless vegetation. Scrub forming vegetation with a 

prominent component of rainforest species (sensu 

Jarman et al. 1984) is classified in the section 

Rainforest and related scrub. Also excluded from 

this section are floristic communities which in 

restricted situations have a mature height of less 

than 5 m but elsewhere commonly develop into 

forest. For example, Melaleuca ericifolia dominated 

vegetation is always mapped as Melaleuca ericifolia 

swamp forest (NME) within the Non-eucalypt forest 

and woodland section even when it forms a low 

dense shrubbery in coastal areas. The Intersectional 

Key and keys to each section will redirect users to 

the appropriate section and mapping unit. 

The communities in this section are structurally and 

floristically variable and are divided into mapping 

units on the basis of the nature or identity of the 

dominant or most common species, and to a lesser 

extent on structure and habitat. 

Ecological theory 

Scrub and heathland communities may represent 

either biotic climax or a particular stage in vegetation 

development within a sere, depending on where 

they occur. Climax vegetation is capable of 

remaining floristically and structurally stable for long 

periods in the absence of disturbance. Vegetation 

representing stages in a sere change floristically and 

structurally over time in the absence of disturbance. 

Where vegetation changes rapidly in its structural 

and/or floristic form, it will present a challenge for 

mapping due to its temporal instability. 

Trees are excluded from areas of biotic climax 

vegetation by the presence of climatic, hydrologic, or 

soil factors that prevent tree growth or survival. 

Examples of habitats where heathland and scrub 

may form stable biotic climax communities include 

mature vegetation in coastal habitats subject to salt-

spray and wind-pruning, where shrub species are 

rarely able to reach heights in excess of 5 m. 

Large areas of heathland and scrub occur in areas 

where natural successional processes which would 

normally lead to the development of forest have 

been deflected by disturbance. Fire frequency is the 

most common driver of vegetation succession in 

Tasmania. Fire in combination with other factors 

such as infertile substrates, frequent water-logging or 

desiccation, and/or frost leads to the development 

of scrub and heathland by excluding trees. Areas 

with frequent fire are most commonly occupied by 

sedgeland or grassland while forests occur where 

fires are relatively infrequent (Jackson 1968, Brown 

and Podger 1982, Ellis 1985). Scrub is common in 

areas with an intermediate fire frequency. 

Vegetation characteristics, climate, topographic 

factors and human behaviour all affect the 

disturbance regimes. Different combinations of 

disturbance regimes, climate and edaphic situations 

result in the development of different vegetation 

communities. Thus there are complex feedbacks 

between vegetation, micro-climate, soil and 

disturbance regimes, which reinforce the presence of 

particular vegetation stages and prevent succession 

to climax vegetation communities. 
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The vegetation community resulting from a 

particular and persistent disturbance regime is 

referred to as ‘meta-stable’, since it usually re-

establishes quickly after disturbance and is disturbed 

again before later-stage succession can take place. 

Mapping scrub and heathlands 

In general, TASVEG mapping attempts to represent 

the vegetation as it appears from the most current 

source imagery. However in some instances it is 

obvious that a recent disturbance has given rise to a 

pioneer community likely to persist for a short 

duration only. Where there is evidence that the 

pioneering vegetation will be replaced quickly by a 

meta-stable vegetation community, then it is the 

meta-stable vegetation type (usually the pre-

disturbance community) that is mapped. This can be 

achieved using information from earlier imagery or 

deduced from undisturbed remnants. 

Classification review 

A recent review of the mapping units in the Scrub, 

heathland and coastal complexes section led to 

changes in the TASVEG classification at the end of 

2012. The unit descriptions, the key for the section 

and the Intersectional Key were all revised to 

describe more accurately the vegetation that is 

included in each unit and how they are distinguished 

in the new classification. Several units were 

discontinued. These units will continue to appear in 

TASVEG only until the mapping of these areas can 

be revised and reallocated to other units. For 

descriptions to these discontinued units consult the 

first edition of Forest to Fjaeldmark (Harris and 

Kitchener 2005). Several new units have been 

erected and will map at least part of the extent of 

these communities for the first time in version 3.0 of 

the TASVEG data set. More accurate and complete 

coverage of new units will be provided in later 

versions of TASVEG as the mapping is revised. 

As part of the change in classification two units were 

removed from other sections and placed into the 

Scrub, heathlands and coastal complexes section. 

One of these was Leptospermum with rainforest 

scrub (RLS) which was moved into this section from 

the Rainforest and related scrub section because 

rainforest species do not dominate the community. 

The new code is for this unit is SRF. Notelaea-

Pomaderris-Beyeria forest (NNP) was discontinued 

as a separate unit and has now been placed into the 

floristically similar vegetation mapped within Broad-

leaf scrub (SBR). The description for SBR was 

broadened to include forest forms of the assemblage 

previously described by NNP. 

Three of the five complexes described previously 

were discontinued and have been replaced by finer-

scale mapping of areas previously covered by these 

units. The units Heathland scrub mosaic on Flinders 

Island (SHF) and Heathland scrub complex at 

Wingaroo (SCW) have been differentiated into their 

component communities which include Freshwater 

aquatic sedgeland and rushland (ASF) and Wet 

heathland (SHW). The unit Seabird rookery 

complex (SRC) has also been differentiated into its 

major component communities by fine-scale 

mapping. Where tussock grasses dominated rookery 

vegetation, these are now mapped (where of 

sufficient size) to the most appropriate grassland 

unit, while the taller heathy vegetation is likely to 

have become Coastal heathland (SCH). However a 

new unit has been erected to distinguish the 

herbaceous-halophytic shrubland component of 

rookery vegetation. The new unit, Rookery 

halophytic herbland (SRH), has only the superficial 

resemblance to any of the other heathlands and 

scrubs, but it is included here because of its 

proximity to coastal heathlands and scrub with 

which it has at least some species in common. The 

new unit will not be confined to mapping of seabird 

rookery areas but will be used to map any areas of 

vegetation with this floristic composition. 

Coastal complex on King Island (SCK) has been 

revised and renamed Spray zone coastal complex 

(SSZ). The redefined unit excludes coastal scrub and 

heathland although inevitably some will be 

incorporated unintentionally due to the constraints 

of mapping scale. SSZ still includes a complex of 

vegetation formations, but will no longer be 

restricted to mapping King Island vegetation. SSZ has 

been broadened to map spray zone vegetation in 

exposed coastal areas of Tasmanian and its off-shore 

islands. Vegetation not matching the description for 

this new unit on King Island will be placed in the best 

matching coastal unit available, most commonly 

Coastal heathland (SCH). 

The other two complexes were retained—Scrub 

complex on King Island (SSK) and the Queenstown 

regrowth mosaic (SQR), although the latter has 

been renamed and recoded to Western regrowth 

complex (SWR). 
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Two other retained units have had their name or 

code changed without any significant change to their 

description. Scrub on calcarenite (SHC) is now 

Heathland on calcareous substrates (SCL) while 

Acacia longifolia coastal scrub (SAC) is now 

represented by the unit code SAL. 

The unit Lowland sedgey heathland (SHL) was 

discontinued. Much of the vegetation mapped in this 

unit is better described by other units. In most 

instances this community forms part of the general 

mosaic within coastal heathland and where this is 

the case has been reallocated to Coastal heathland 

(SCH). 

Four units, Leptospermum scrub (SLW), Dry scrub 

(SDU), Inland heath (SHU) and Heathland on 

granite (SHG) were removed and replaced with 

three new units classifying this range of heathland 

and scrub in a different way. In some cases 

vegetation previously mapped in the discontinued 

units will be reallocated to coastal heathland units 

and scrub or to other existing units better matching 

them. However most will be reallocated to the new 

units as follows. Leptospermum glaucescens 

heathland and scrub (SLG) is now used to map all 

Leptospermum glaucescens dominated communities 

previously mapped in SHG, SDU or SLW. 

Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) is used to 

map the various Leptospermum lanigerum 

dominated heath and scrub communities previously 

mapped in SLW. Leptospermum scoparium 

heathland and scrub (SLS) is used to map dry 

heathlands in which Leptospermum scoparium and 

species of Fabaceae are important, previously 

mapped in SHU and SLW.  

Four units have had minor modifications to their 

definition which caused some vegetation previously 

mapped by them to be excluded and reallocated. 

The description of a high altitude Banksia marginata 

dominated rainforest scrub facies formerly described 

as part of Banksia marginata wet scrub (SBM) was 

moved to Western subalpine scrub (SSW), but SBM 

and SSW otherwise remain unchanged. Melaleuca 

pustulata scrub (SMP) is altered to remove 

reference to the inclusion of Eucalyptus dominated 

woodlands and forest vegetation. Any woodland and 

forest identified within SMP during revision mapping 

was reallocated to the most appropriate forest unit. 

Riparian scrub (SRI) was altered to limit its use to 

eastern regions of Tasmania and so was renamed 

Eastern riparian scrub (SRE). Elsewhere such riparian 

communities are now no longer separately 

distinguished from surrounding vegetation, or have 

been mapped to an alternative unit matching their 

floristic composition. 

Two completely new units now distinguish 

communities not previously described. Eastern scrub 

on dolerite (SED) identifies two distinct dry and 

uncommon scrub communities found in similar 

situations in the Eastern Tiers and the North-East 

Highlands. Kunzea ambigua regrowth scrub (SKA), 

now distinguishes regrowth scrub dominated by 

Kunzea ambigua in areas of abandoned farmland 

from other Regenerating cleared land (FRG). 

Coastal heathland (SCH), Coastal scrub (SSC), 

Melaleuca squamea heathland (SMM), Melaleuca 

squarrosa scrub (SMR), Subalpine heathland (SHS) 

and Western wet scrub (SWW) remain unchanged 

in their scope, name and code.  

A diagrammatic representation of changes to the 

classification of the Scrub, heathlands and coastal 

complexes can be found in the section The 

Vegetation Communities: TASVEG 3.0 – Summary 

of changes to the classification of vegetation 

communities. 

General management issues 

Fire is a significant management issue for heathlands 

and scrubs that rely on it to maintain species 

diversity and a short-structure (i.e. especially those 

away from the coast and below the high altitude 

tree-line). Changes in the fire may cause changes in 

both structure and species diversity. Reducing the 

fire-frequency regime may result in the conversion of 

a heathland to a scrub community, or a scrub to 

forest (Harris 1991, Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999a, b, 

Jackson 1968, Brown and Podger 1982, Ellis 1985). 

Clearing has long been a serious threat to many of 

Tasmania’s heathland and scrub vegetation 

communities particularly for coastal communities 

outside of the Tasmanian World Heritage Area 

(Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999a, 1999b, Barnes et al. 

2002). Such communities are commonly cleared for 

agriculture, coastal development and mining 

(Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999b). 

Coastal heath and scrub communities often occur 

within a dynamic geomorphic environment of 

shifting sands and dunes with the vegetation 

providing an important stabilising function. In many 

areas natural geomorphic and vegetation 

successional processes have been, and continue to 

be, variously threatened by dune stabilisation 
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programs (e.g. exotic marram grass planting) and 

associated protection works, sea-level rise, 

vegetation clearance for coastal development, 

slashing, burning, invasion of weeds and weed 

control programs (Harris 1991, Kirkpatrick et al. 

2004). 

One of the major threats to these communities is 

posed by the plant pathogen Phytophthora 

cinnamomi. Several plant families that are key 

components of heathland and heathland-scrub 

mosaics are highly susceptible to this pathogen; 

notably species from Dilleniaceae, Epacridaceae, 

Fabaceae, Proteaceae and Rutaceae. Phytophthora 

cinnamomi is widespread in susceptible lowland and 

coastal heathland habitats throughout the State, 

increasing the conservation significance of areas that 

remain free from the pathogen (Schahinger et al. 

2003). In areas infested by Phytophthora cinnamomi, 

plant species diversity can be significantly reduced. In 

extreme cases loss of susceptible shrub species 

results in conversion to sedgeland. (Kirkpatrick & 

Harris 1999b). 

Weeds are rarely a problem in areas of undisturbed 

heathland and scrub. However, where nutrient levels 

are increased, such as by water run-off from roads 

or agricultural lands or where waste is dumped, 

species such as boneseed (Chrysanthemoides 

monilifera) and spanish heath (Erica lusitanica) may 

pose a competitive threat for native species 

(Kirkpatrick & Harris 1999b).  
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Key to Scrub, heathland and coastal complexes 

Page 

1 Shrubland over closed sedgeland with prominent Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus (> 10% cover) 

lacking dominance by Banksia marginata or Leptospermum lanigerum in western Tasmania; OR 

shrubland over Sphagnum peatland 

See Key to Moorland, sedgeland, rushland and peatland 

1 Coastal vegetation characterised by low growing (< 1 m) halophytic and/or herbaceous species 

2 Spray zone vegetation on rocky cliffs and slopes on high energy coasts of Bass Strait Islands and 

the Tasmanian mainland 

   Spray zone coastal complex (SSZ) 53 

2 Vegetation on deep soft soil induced by bioturbation, fire or windthrow 

Rookery halophytic herbland (SRH) 49 

1 Scrub, dominated by tall shrubs 2–5 (8) m 

2 Scrub in highland areas, generally above 500 m altitude 

3 Banksia marginata–dominated scrub in western Tasmania 

  Banksia marginata wet scrub (SBM) 14 

3 Scrub dominated by broad-leaf shrubs such as Bedfordia salicina, Pomaderris apetala, Notelaea 

ligustrina or Olearia argophylla, away from watercourses. 

      Broadleaf scrub (SBR) 16 

3 Scrub with a canopy dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum or Melaleuca virens; without 

rainforest species 

     Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) 37 

3 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum spp. over regenerating rainforest species 

       Leptospermum with rainforest scrub (SRF) 41 

3 Heathland and scrub in rocky and/or well-drained situations; and variably co-dominated by 

species of Proteaceae, Epacridaceae, Fabaceae and Leptospermum spp. 

    Subalpine heathland (SHS) 55 

3 Western Tasmanian scrub with Leptospermum nitidum commonly present 

   Western subalpine scrub (SSW) 59 

See next page of key 
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2 Scrub along river banks and creeks in eastern Tasmania; dominants include species of Pomaderris, 

Leptospermum and/or Micrantheum hexandrum 

     Eastern riparian scrub (SRE) 25 

2 Coastal and lowland scrub, not growing on riverbanks in eastern Tasmanian 

3 Scrub on the Eldorado land system of King Island; includes heathland, sedgeland and scrub 

elements 

     Scrub complex on King Island (SSK) 51 

3 Melaleuca–dominated lowland/coastal scrub 

4 Scrub dominated by Melaleuca pustulata 

     Melaleuca pustulata scrub (SMP) 43 

4 Scrub dominated by Melaleuca squarrosa 

    Melaleuca squarrosa scrub (SMR) 47 

4 Scrub dominated by Melaleuca pallida 

      Eastern scrub on dolerite (SED) 28 

4 Scrub dominated by Melaleuca ericifolia 

See Non-eucalypt forest and woodland (Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest (NME)) 

3 Leptospermum–dominated lowland/coastal scrub 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum  

    Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) 37 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum grandiflorum 

      Eastern scrub on dolerite (SED) 28 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum spp. over regenerating rainforest species 

 Leptospermum with rainforest scrub (SRF) 41 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum laevigatum 

 Coastal scrub on alkaline sands (SCA) 23 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum glaucescens (with L. scoparium often prominent) 

    Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub (SLG) 34 

4 Scrub with Leptospermum nitidum prominent, Eucalyptus nitida; western Tasmania 

       Western wet scrub (SWW) 61 

4 Scrub dominated by Leptospermum scoparium on clay 

    Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub (SLS) 39 

See next page of key 
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3 Lowland scrub not dominated by Melaleuca or Leptospermum spp. 

4 Scrub dominated by Spyridium obovatum 

      Eastern scrub on dolerite (SED) 28 

4 Banksia marginata–dominated scrub in western Tasmania 

  Banksia marginata wet scrub (SBM) 14 

4 Scrub dominated by broad-leaf shrubs such as Bedfordia salicina, Pomaderris apetala, 

Notelaea ligustrina or Olearia argophylla, away from watercourses. 

    Broad-leaf scrub (SBR) 16 

4 Scrub dominated by Oxylobium ellipticum, Allocasuarina monilifera, Monotoca glauca or 

Pultenaea daphnoides 

       Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub (SLS) 39 

4 Scrub with commonly present species Acacia mucronata and Baloskion tetraphyllum in 

western Tasmania 

     Western regrowth complex (SWR) 57 

4 Kunzea ambigua–dominated scrub recolonising on siliceous substrates or shallow 

granitic soils in eastern Tasmania 

      Kunzea ambigua regrowth scrub (SKA) 34 

4 Scrub in close proximity to the coast 

5 Scrub on alkaline sands dominated by Myoporum insulare or Beyeria lechenaultii var. 

latifolia 

  Coastal scrub on alkaline sands (SCA) 23 

5 Scrub dominated by Acacia longifolia, mainly on stabilised coastal dunes 

     Acacia longifolia coastal scrub (SAL) 12 

5 Scrub on headlands and areas exposed to direct marine influences variably co-

dominated by Correa spp., Leucopogon parviflora, Leptospermum scoparium and/or 

Westringia spp. 

   Coastal scrub (SSC) 21 

1 Heathland dominated by low shrubs 1–2 (3) m 

2 Vegetation generally above 650 m elevation 

3 Melaleuca squamea-dominated heathland on plateaux and gentle slopes on siliceous 

substrates in western Tasmania 

    Melaleuca squamea heathland (SMM) 45 

3 Wet heathland, with prominent Melaleuca spp. and dense cover of sedge species on poorly-

drained flats in north, east, south and central Tasmania 

      Wet heathland (SHW) 63 

See next page of key 
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3 Heathland and scrub in rocky and/or well-drained situations; variably co-dominated by 

species of Proteaceae, Epacridaceae and Fabaceae 

   Subalpine heathland (SHS) 55 

2 Coastal and lowland heathlands 

3 Heathland on the Eldorado land system of King Island, includes heathland, sedgeland and 

scrub elements 

     Scrub complex on King Island (SSK) 51 

3 Wet heathland 

4 Heathland with prominent Melaleuca spp. and dense cover of sedge species on poorly-

drained flats in north, east, south and central Tasmania 

   Wet heathland (SHW) 63 

4 Melaleuca squamea-dominated heathland on plateaux and gentle slopes on siliceous 

substrates in western Tasmania 

    Melaleuca squamea heathland (SMM) 45 

3 Dry heathland (well–drained) 

4 Heathland on calcareous substrates with any of Eutaxia microphylla, Acrotriche cordata, 

Threlkeldia diffusa, Hibbertia spp. and Pomaderris paniculosa; Furneaux Islands and other 

Bassian coasts 

      Heathland on calcareous substrates (SCL) 30 

4 Heathland on (peaty) sands and siliceous gravel; species of Fabaceae, Mimosaceae, 

Myrtaceae, Asteraceae, Dilleniaceae, Proteaceae and Epacridaceae prominent, and/or 

an extensive sedgeland and other graminoid component (e.g. Lomandra longifolia, 

Xanthorrhoea spp. and Lepidosperma spp.); usually coastal and up to 10 km inland on 

sand sheets 

 Coastal heathland (SCH) 18 

4 Heathland dominated by Leptospermum glaucescens 

    Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub (SLG) 34 

4 Heathland on clay soils dominated by any of Leptospermum scoparium, Oxylobium 

ellipticum, Allocasuarina monilifera, Monotoca glauca or Pultenaea daphnoides to 2–3 m 

    Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub (SLS) 39 
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Acacia longifolia coastal scrub (SAL)

General description 

This community normally occurs in a narrow strip 

along the coast, usually on parallel dunes, with 

Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae dominant. It can 

vary from pure Acacia longifolia to mixtures with 

other species including Leucopogon parviflorus and 

Banksia marginata. The understorey is generally 

sparse. 

 

Waterhouse. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Mount William National Park; Narawntapu National 

Park; foredunes of George III Monument, Southport 

Conservation Area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The community is distinguished by the dominance of 

Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae. 

Although Coastal scrub on alkaline sands (SCA) may 

share species in common with SAL and also occurs 

on coastal dunes, SCA usually lacks Acacia longifolia 

subsp. sophorae and has a distinctive structure with 

Leptospermum laevigatum and other tall shrub 

species over a prominent grassy and herbaceous 

understorey. 

SAL does not include foredunes dominated by 

grasses or sedges, coastal woodlands, forests or 

heathlands, although small patches of these 

communities may be included out of expediency 

due to the scale of mapping. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

The community is widespread in coastal areas. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae coastal scrub 

occurs on sand dunes in a narrow but variable 

coastal zone; typically there is a strong zonation from 

the high water mark inland across the dunes. Some 

of the processes influencing the vegetation in the 

coastal zone are desiccation by onshore salt-laden 

winds and building and shaping of sand dunes by 

wind and waves. The vegetation in this mapping unit 

is usually inland of the actively accreting foredunes in 

areas where there is mobile sand. 

Successional pathway 

This community is usually stable despite the short-

lived nature of Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae. In 

some circumstances, Poa poiformis (GHC) or 

Marram grassland (FMG) may be replaced by SAL. 

Immediately post-fire, pioneer species such as 

Pteridium esculentum, Lomandra longifolia, Rhagodia 

tetragona and grasses may temporarily dominate 

until Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae re-establishes. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

This mapping unit is shrubland with a dense closed 

canopy. Leucopogon parviflorus, Banksia marginata, 

Allocasuarina verticillata, Myoporum insulare and 

Rhagodia candolleana may be prominent elements in 

this community, though Acacia longifolia subsp. 

sophorae is always dominant. 

The often-sparse understorey of shrubs and 

graminoids may include Lepidosperma concavum 

and herbs such as Wahlenbergia spp., Poranthera 

microphylla, Dichondra repens, Gnaphalium 

indutum, Carpobrotus rossii, Actites megalocarpus 

and Tetragonia implexicoma. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

10 Acacia sophorae–Helichrysum paralias (now 

Ozothamnus turbinatus) shrubland 

37 Acacia sophorae–Leucopogon parviflorus–Poa 

poiformis heath/scrub 

Vegetation of Rocky Cape (Corbett & Balmer 2003) 

Acs Beach-Back Shrubbery
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Banksia marginata wet scrub (SBM)

General description 

SBM is a dense wet scrub (3–5 m) occurring as 

damp thickets along creek lines within buttongrass 

moorlands and as fringes to wet forest, 

Leptospermum forest or floodplain vegetation on 

siliceous substrates in south-west Tasmania. It is 

dominated by Banksia marginata, generally with 

subdominant Leptospermum spp. and/or Melaleuca 

squarrosa. The mature form is taller and less diverse. 

There may be a few emergent Eucalyptus nitida. 

 

Clear Hill. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example localities 

Plains north of Sandfly Creek; Reeds Creek in the 

Vale of Rasselas. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Immature SBM has similarities with Western wet 

scrub (SWW) but Eucalyptus nitida is less common 

in SBM. Unlike SWW, Melaleuca squarrosa is usually 

common and Blandfordia punicea is sometimes 

prominent beneath the shrubs in SBM. Species 

found in the wetter parts of SWW, such as 

Agastachys odorata, Cenarrhenes nitida and 

Phyllocladus aspleniifolius are usually absent in SBM. 

Where Banksia marginata occurs as emergent shrubs 

over a closed ground layer of buttongrass and other 

graminoids on poorly-drained sites, these are more 

appropriately mapped as Buttongrass moorland with 

emergent shrubs (MBS). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

The community is common in western and south-

west Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SBM is common on steep slopes or fringing 

moorland, swamps and creeks as well as Eucalyptus 

nitida forest in south-west Tasmania. SBM is 

confined to peat soils on quartzite, deep siliceous 

gravels and floodplain deposits and conglomerate 

and siliceous volcanic rocks. Its altitudinal range is 

from near sea level to about 600 m, sometimes as 

high as 900 m. 

Successional pathway 

SBM may develop from MBS in the absence of fire. 

In general SBM will remain as a meta-stable 

moorland fringe community maintained by better 

drainage and less frequent fire than adjacent 

moorland. Mature SBM may develop into 

Leptospermum spp. or Melaleuca squarrosa short 

swamp forest on floodplains. In south-west Tasmania 

SBM may grade into taller Leptospermum lanigerum 

– Melaleuca squarrosa swamp forest (NLM). 
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Where Eucalyptus nitida is more prominent, SBM 

may succeed to Eucalyptus nitida forest over 

Leptospermum (WNL).  

Vegetation composition and structure 

SBM shows a gradation from short (2–3 m) dense 

wet scrub against the moorland to tall open scrub. 

SBM has a canopy dominated by Banksia marginata 

which, in mature forms, may be tall and spindly. SBM 

is sometimes co-dominated by Leptospermum 

lanigerum. Species co-occurring in the canopy 

include Melaleuca squarrosa, Leptospermum 

scoparium and sometimes L. nitidum. Some facies 

contain Acacia mucronata up to 4 m tall. 

There may be emergent Eucalyptus nitida. On the 

upper Gordon River mature, tall SBM has scattered 

Eucalyptus delegatensis. 

The understorey is commonly a dense tangle of 

Gahnia grandis, Empodisma minus and/or 

Calorophus spp. and Bauera rubioides. As the 

community matures, the understorey becomes more 

open and discontinuous with senescent Gahnia 

grandis stumps and a few ferns. 

Other understorey species include Blandfordia 

punicea, Diplarrena latifolia, Billardiera longiflora, 

Monotoca submutica, Lomatia polymorpha, Boronia 

citriodora, Baeckea gunniana, Epacris lanuginosa and, 

in standing water, Baloskion tetraphyllum. On 

floodplains the ground may be nearly bare. Drier 

facies of SBM usually have Oxylobium ellipticum and 

sometimes Epacris impressa, Monotoca glauca and 

Pteridium esculentum in the understorey. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

Buttongrass moorland in Tasmania (Jarman et al 1988) 

Buttongrass Moorland: 

B13 (a) Creek Copses 

Vegetation of the Mt. Anne–Scotts Peak Area (Corbett 

1995, unpublished) 

Bws Banksia wet scrub and copses

 

  



 
Edition 2 From Forest to Fjaeldmark     16 

 

Broad-leaf scrub (SBR)

General description 

SBR is a closed scrub (4–8 m) or low forest to 15 m 

tall. The canopy is dominated by one or more of the 

broad-leaved species Bedfordia salicina, Olearia 

argophylla, Pomaderris apetala, Notelaea ligustrina 

and Beyeria viscosa.  

SBR includes scrub and forest sometimes described 

as ‘cloud-forest’ and ‘dry rainforest’. 

Mapped within SBR is the listed threatened forest 

community Notelaea–Pomaderris–Beyeria forest. 

 

Cape Pillar, Tasman National Park. Stephen Harris. 

Example localities 

Talus slopes at Cape Pillar, Tasman Peninsula; 

eastern slopes of Mount Wellington; Bishop and 

Clark, Maria Island (cloud forest); Spero Bay on the 

west coast (on coastal sand sheet). 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SBR is distinguished from most TASVEG scrub and 

heathland units by the dominance of broad-leaved 

species. 

Eastern riparian scrub (SRE) can sometimes be 

dominated by Pomaderris apetala but is 

distinguished from SBR by its occurrence in the 

riparian zones of eastern areas of mainland Tasmania 

(Tasmanian Northern Midlands, Tasmanian South 

East, Ben Lomond, Tasmanian Northern Slopes and 

Furneaux Bioregions), and the inclusion of species 

typical of riparian habitats (e.g. Micrantheum spp., 

Leptospermum lanigerum and Acacia spp.). 

While SBR may include young or emergent trees of 

Atherosperma moschatum and other rainforest 

species, where these are dominant the vegetation is 

correctly mapped into a TASVEG rainforest unit. 

RFA mapping unit 

The majority of vegetation mapped in SBR is non-

forest. An uncommon facies of SBR is equivalent to 

RFA NP. 

 

Distribution 

This vegetation occurs throughout Tasmania 

including the Bass Strait Islands. It occurs from sea 

level to about 800 m. 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

In eastern Tasmania SBR commonly occurs on rocky 

talus slopes, boulder fields, steep gullies, sea cliffs and 

in other areas protected from both frequent fire and 

extremes of drought. In eastern Tasmania SBR is not 

mapped along rivers. SBR generally occurs on south, 

south-east or easterly facing slopes where insolation 

is reduced and it is protected from both desiccating 

winds and the direction of advance of severe fire-

fronts in Tasmania. 
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SBR sometimes occurs in situations where frequent 

cloud cover may increase moisture availability. 

In southern Tasmania and around the Central 

Highlands, SBR is naturally associated with free-

draining or drier habitats such as subalpine rock 

screes, karst, coastal sand sheets and riparian zones.  

In wet parts of north-west Tasmania and other areas 

SBR may occur as a result of disturbance.  

Successional pathway 

For much of its extent SBR occurs in areas too dry 

for the development of true rainforest and 

represents the ‘climax’ vegetation able to sustain its 

floristic composition in the absence of disturbance 

such as wildfire. Each species is able to regenerate in 

the gaps created by natural death and tree-falls. 

Nevertheless most species in this community are 

able to recover after fires or logging by vigorous re-

sprouting from epicormic and basal shoots. 

Where sufficient moisture is available SBR may have 

developed in response to the disturbance of 

rainforest or wet eucalypt forest by fire or logging. In 

such areas SBR may be replaced by rainforest in the 

long term absence of fire.  

Frequent flooding maintains SBR in some riparian 

situations (e.g. western Tasmania). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The canopy is usually dense and 4–12 m tall, 

consisting of either one dominant tree species or a 

combination of Pomaderris apetala, Bedfordia 

salicina, Olearia argophylla, Beyeria viscosa and/or 

Notelaea ligustrina. Nematolepis squamea, 

Prostanthera lasianthos, Pittosporum bicolor and 

Zieria arborescens are also common. The endemic 

Asterotrichion discolor may be present in south-east 

Tasmania. Atherosperma moschatum may be 

present in damp gullies. In coastal areas of southern 

and western Tasmania rainforest species may also be 

important in the canopy. These include Cenarrhenes 

nitida, Monotoca glauca and Tasmannia lanceolata. 

Occasional emergent trees may be represented by 

individuals of Eucalyptus globulus, E. viminalis, 

E. obliqua, E. dalrympleana, Callitris rhomboidea or 

Atherosperma moschatum.  

The understorey is usually open. Shrubs of 

Coprosma quadrifida are prominent in some areas, 

with Cyathodes glauca, Lomatia tinctoria, Dicksonia 

antarctica and Pimelea drupacea also occurring in 

rocky places. In wetter areas the understorey may 

be more developed with rainforest species such as 

Cenarrhenes nitida, Monotoca glauca and Tasmannia 

lanceolata.  

Ground layer herbs such as Viola hederacea, Acaena 

novae-zelandiae, species of Stellaria, Galium, 

Geranium, Hydrocotyle and Orchidaceae are 

characteristic of SBR. Monocots common in the 

ground layer are Lomandra longifolia, Lepidosperma 

spp. and Dianella tasmanica. Grasses occur 

occasionally.  

Beneath canopy gaps, along drainage lines, and 

where rock cover is less extensive, there are diverse 

fern fields in which Polystichum proliferum and 

Microsorum pustulatum are common. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

3 Pomaderris apetala–Beyeria viscosa– Asterotrichion 

discolor closed forest/scrub 

6 Bedfordia salicina–Olearia argophylla closed scrub 

7 Notelaea ligustrina closed–forest 

Riparian communities: 

2 Pomaderris apetala–Olearia argophylla–Polystichum 

proliferum low open riparian forest. 
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Coastal heathland (SCH) 

General description 

Coastal heathland (SCH) is the classic heathland on 

sand sheets and peaty soils near the coast. Typically 

1–2 m tall and floristically diverse, it may form a 

dense cover of uniform height with scattered woody 

emergents, or be sparse and variable with openings 

of sedgeland. SCH also includes a sedgeland/sedgy 

heathland facies characterised by an abundance of 

Lepidosperma concavum and other graminoids. This 

facies may extend inland from the coast by up to 

10 km.  

 

Remarkable Cave, Tasman Peninsula. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Friendly Beaches, Freycinet Peninsula. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SCH is generally distinguished from other heathland 

types by its high floristic diversity and coastal 

location.  

Where coastal heathland is dominated by 

Leptospermum glaucescens it is mapped as 

Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub 

(SLG). 

Where disturbance (e.g. Phytophthora cinnamomi, 

fire) has reduced SCH to a low diversity sedgeland it 

may resemble Lowland grassy sedgeland (GSL) but 

does not occur in degraded woodland or 

regenerating paddocks. The presence of Lomandra 

longifolia and prominent grasses in GSL further 

distinguishes these units. 

Coastal vegetation of highly saline habitats 

dominated by halophytes is mapped as Spray zone 

coastal complex (SSZ). 

SCH may grade into Coastal scrub (SSC) in less 

exposed situations. The rich presence of species of 

Epacridaceae, Fabaceae and Dilleniaceae in SCH 

distinguishes it from SSC.  

In wetter areas coastal heathland grades into Wet 

heathland (SHW), Melaleuca swamp, scrub and 

forest or sedgeland, while close to the coast there 

may be openings of Coastal grass and herbfield 

(GHC). SCH can be distinguished from SHW by the 

abundance of species of Fabaceae which are all but 

absent from SHW. SHW occurs in poorly drained 

areas and has many species associated with wetter 

soils such as Melaleuca spp., Epacris lanuginosa, 

Sprengelia incarnata and Gahnia grandis. Where 

these species occur in SCH they are localised in 

poorly drained microhabitats within a matrix of drier 

facies. 

Inland occurrences of SCH can be distinguished 

from Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub 

(SLS) by the occurrence of SCH on deep sand. SLS 

occurs on mineral soils (often dolerite-derived) and 

is commonly rich in Hibbertia riparia and/or Lomatia 

tinctoria.  

Micro-topographic variation in coastal areas is often 

accompanied by changes in soil moisture and 

nutrients, which are associated with changes in 

species composition and vegetation structure. SCH 

incorporates the floristic continuum from sedgy 

heathlands and sedgelands in dune swales to dry 

heathlands on the crests, where variation is over 

short-spatial scales. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 
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Distribution 

SCH occurs throughout coastal regions of Tasmania. 

Although its distribution is predominantly near-

coastal, SCH may occur as much as 10 km inland 

and up to 300 m in altitude on inland dunes and 

sand sheets. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SCH is associated with shallow soils, dolerite 

headlands or siliceous gravels near the coast. The 

soils are peaty and range from poorly- to well-

drained. 

Micro-topographic variation is associated with 

changes in species composition and vegetation 

structure over short distances in SCH.  

Successional pathway 

As Leptospermum scoparium and Banksia marginata 

increase in height, SCH may succeed to Coastal 

scrub (SSC) or, in some areas, Leptospermum forest 

(NLE). Where Melaleuca spp. increase in height in 

the wetter facies in swales, SCH may succeed to 

Melaleuca squarrosa scrub (SMR). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

SCH is floristically diverse with representatives of 

Epacridaceae, Proteaceae, Fabaceae, Myrtaceae, 

Orchidaceae, Cyperaceae, Restionaceae and 

Asteraceae. Common species include those from 

the genera Epacris, Acacia, Dillwynia, Pimelea, 

Pultenaea, Goodenia, Banksia, Hibbertia, 

Leptospermum and Xanthorrhoea. Some scattered 

emergents, including Eucalyptus spp., Banksia 

marginata, Leucopogon parviflorus or Allocasuarina 

spp. may be present. Less common are Stylidium 

graminifolium, Pimelea linifolia, Platylobium 

triangulare, Leucopogon australis, L. virgatus and/or 

L. ericoides. 

The ground layer may be sparse and include 

Lindsaea linearis, Selaginella lanuginosa, Ehrharta 

distichophylla, orchids, Drosera spp., Lepidosperma 

concavum and Hypolaena fastigiata. The litter layer 

usually provides close to 100% cover. 

Sites disturbed by Phytophthora cinnamomi or 

burning may be characterised by prominent sedges, 

commonly Lepidosperma concavum. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

20 Leucopogon parviflorus–Lepidosperma concavum–

Oxalis perennans heath 

25 Correa backhouseana–Leucopogon parviflorus–

Pteridium esculentum heath; also occurs in SSC 

35 Correa backhouseana–Acacia sophorae–

Lepidosperma gladiatum heath; also occurs in SSC 

Heath: 

9 Xanthorrhoea spp.–Dillwynia glaberrima– Isopogon 

ceratophyllus heaths 

10 Xanthorrhoea spp.–Eucalyptus nitida– Isopogon 

ceratophyllus heath 

14 Hibbertia sericea–Leucopogon virgatus heath 

16 Austrodanthonia spp.–Bossiaea cinerea– Calytrix 

tetragona heath; also occurs in SLG 

17 Lepidosperma concavum–Cassytha glabella– 

Gonocarpus tetragynus heath 

18 Austrodanthonia–Xanthosia pusilla–Helichrysum 

scorpioides heath 

19 Selaginella uliginosa–Hypolaena fastigiata–Aotus 

ericoides heath 

20 Hibbertia procumbens–Xanthorrhoea spp. heath 
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21 Allocasuarina monilifera–Hibbertia acicularis–

Brachyloma ciliatum heath 

22 Aotus ericoides–Lomandra longifolia heath 

23 Acrotriche serrulata–Astroloma humifusum heath 

24 Austrodanthonia spp.–Leucopogon parviflorus heath 

30 Gonocarpus tetragynus–Stylidium graminifolium–

Pteridium esculentum heath 

33 Lepidosperma concavum–Gonocarpus tetragynus 

heath 

34 Pultenaea juniperina–Gonocarpus humilis heath; also 

occurs in SLS 

36 Epacris marginata–Calytrix tetragona heath 

37  Banksia marginata–Leptospermum scoparium heath; 

also occurs in SSC 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Dwarf oak dry heath  

Honeysuckle dry heath 

Mallee peppermint dry heath; also occurs in Eucalyptus 

amygdalina coastal forest and woodland (DAC), 

Eucalyptus nitida Furneaux forest (DNF) & Eucalyptus 

nitida dry forest and woodland (DNI) 

Soft–fruited tea-tree dry heath 

Swamp paperbark dry heath 

Key to the 1:25,000 Tasmanian Wilderness World 

Heritage Area Mapping Units (Corbett unpublished) 

Hr South Coast heath
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Coastal scrub (SSC) 

General description 

This community generally occurs on consolidated 

dunes, sand sheets and rocky headlands close to the 

coast. It has a diverse variety of shrubs and a 

sometimes uneven structure because of the sites’ 

highly variable topography and degree of exposure 

to wind. The community may have a dense closed 

canopy due to wind-pruning. Common species 

include Monotoca elliptica, Westringia spp., Banksia 

marginata, Leucopogon parviflorus and Acacia spp. 

 

Eddystone Point. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Coast at Waterhouse. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SSC is a diverse scrub with a closed, often wind-

pruned canopy with no single species dominant and 

is restricted to coastal areas.  

SSC differs from Coastal scrub on alkaline sands 

(SCA) which occurs on alkaline sands and is 

characterised by the presence of alkaline-tolerant 

species such as Leptospermum laevigatum, 

Myoporum insulare and Beyeria lechenaultii. SSC 

may have a smooth, dense texture or may exhibit a 

windrow pattern. 

Where coastal scrub is dominated by 

Leptospermum glaucescens it is mapped as 

Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub 

(SLG). 

Unlike SSC, Spray zone coastal complex (SSZ) 

occurs on exposed rocky slopes, never forms a 

scrub and is characterised by low growing halophytic 

species.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SSC is widespread in all coastal areas. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This mapping unit indicates scrub that occurs on a 

variety of rock and geomorphologic types in the 

coastal zone including sand sheets, consolidated 

dunes and rocky cliffs. There is typically a strong 

zonation from high water to the inner edge of the 

coastal zone resulting from differences in the coastal 

profile and the degree of exposure to salt spray.  
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Successional pathway 

This community is relatively stable, being maintained 

by coastal exposure and low soil fertility. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

SSC is generally 2–5 m (8 m on the south and west 

coasts) and includes many floristic communities. It is 

often dense and with a wind-pruned closed canopy 

or strongly windrowed in the direction of the 

prevailing wind. SSC is diverse and not dominated by 

any one species. Emergent Eucalyptus spp. are rare.  

Typical shrubs within the mapping unit are 

Monotoca elliptica, Banksia marginata, Leucopogon 

parviflorus, L. australis, Leptospermum scoparium, L. 

glaucescens, Acacia verticillata, Leptecophylla 

abietina, Olearia axillaris, Pomaderris paniculosa 

subsp. paralia, Ozothamnus reticulatus, O. turbinatus, 

Correa spp., Rhagodia candolleana and Westringia 

spp. On the south and west coasts Leptecophylla 

abietina, Westringia brevifolia and Leptocarpus spp. 

are characteristic. Ground cover species may include 

Pteridium esculentum, Dichelachne crinita, Lobelia 

anceps, Plantago triantha and Samolus repens. 

SSC occurs as a rare short coastal forest on the 

south side of Low Rocky Point and other parts of 

the southern west coast. Leptecophylla juniperina, 

alone or with Melaleuca squarrosa, forms a closed 

canopy at about 5 m. It sometimes includes 

Monotoca glauca, Pomaderris apetala and Dicksonia 

antarctica. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

11 Spinifex sericeus–Leucopogon parviflorus 

grassland/shrubland; also occurs in Coastal grass and 

herbfield (GHC) 

12 Leucopogon parviflorus–Rhagodia candolleana 

shrubland 

19 Banksia marginata–Leucopogon parviflorus–Pteridium 

esculentum heath/scrub 

21 Leucopogon parviflorus–Lomandra longifolia–

Pteridium esculentum shrubland 

22 Leucopogon parviflorus–Viola hederacea–Austrostipa 

flavescens shrubland 

25 Correa backhouseana–Leucopogon parviflorus–

Pteridium esculentum heath; also occurs in SCH 

31 Westringia brevifolia–Correa backhouseana–Poa 

poiformis shrubland 

33 Leptospermum scoparium–Leptecophylla juniperina 

scrub 

35 Correa backhouseana–Acacia sophorae–

Lepidosperma gladiatum heath; also occurs in SCH 

36 Leucopogon parviflorus–Acaena novae zelandiae –

Carpobrotus rossii shrubland 

37 Banksia marginata–Leptospermum scoparium heath; 

also occurs in SCH 

38 Leucopogon parviflorus–Lobelia alata–Isolepis nodosa 

shrubland; also occurs in SSZ 
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Coastal scrub on alkaline sands (SCA)

General description 

This coastal to near coastal community (2–6 m tall) 

is variable in both canopy structure and dominant 

species, depending on fire-frequency and species 

presence/absence. Characteristically the dominant 

species are one or more of Leptospermum 

laevigatum, Myoporum insulare and Beyeria 

lechenaultii var. latifolia. The dominant or 

combination varies across the geographic range and 

it is not uncommon that one or even two of these 

species are absent. Regardless of location, the 

community can be distinguished from other scrubs 

by having one or more of these shrubs growing on 

deep alkaline sands. Grasses and herbs may be 

common in the understorey or locally dominant, 

although in some facies the scrub canopy is dense 

and the ground cover largely absent. 

 

North-east Prime Seal Island. Micah Visoiu. 

Example locality 

Wybalenna, Flinders Island; Yellow Rock, King Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SCA is recognised by the presence of a number of 

species distinctive of highly alkaline substrates. These 

include Leptospermum laevigatum, Myoporum 

insulare, Beyeria lechenaultii, Zygophyllum billardierei 

and, on Prime Seal Island, Lasiopetalum discolor. The 

community may adjoin other coastal scrub 

communities that are usually associated with lower 

pH soils and lack the species mentioned above, such 

as Acacia longifolia coastal scrub (SAL) and Coastal 

scrub (SSC). Where SAL occurs on moderately 

alkaline sands it is distinguished from SCA by the 

dominance of Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae 

which does not occur in SCA. 

SCA differs from Heathland on calcareous substrates 

(SCL) in that SCA occurs on sandy rather than rocky 

substrates, typically forms a scrub structure and lacks 

several species common to SCL (e.g. Acrotriche 

cordata and Eutaxia microphylla). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

This community is largely restricted to the Bass Strait 

Islands, with smaller patches in the north-west of 

mainland Tasmania (currently not mapped). 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SCA is confined to alkaline soils derived from 

calcareous sands. The community can occur on small 

outcrops of calcarenite. In Tasmania these substrates 

are most extensive on the windward (western) sides 

of the Bass Strait islands. The soil pH is commonly in 

the range of 8–9 and wind-pruning maintains the 

scrub formation.  
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Successional pathway 

In the absence of fire the community can develop 

into Eucalyptus globulus dry forest and woodland 

(DGL) or Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland 

(DOV). In rare situations where eucalypts are absent 

or sparse, long fire-free intervals may result in some 

facies of SCA developing into Bursaria spinosa and 

Leptospermum spp. dominated forests best mapped 

as NBA. In other areas an increased fire interval may 

change SCA to Allocasuarina verticillata forest 

(NAV). 

When burnt, SCA may initially form a heathy 

structure that resembles SCL but quickly returns to 

the form of scrub characteristic of SCA. Increased 

fire frequency and grazing can lead to the 

replacement of SCA by Coastal grass and herbfield 

(GHC) or Pteridium esculentum fernland (FPF). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The dominant species in eastern Bass Strait are 

Beyeria lechenaultii var. latifolia, Leptospermum 

laevigatum and Myoporum insulare, although the 

structure and exact composition depends on 

biogeography, disturbance regime and, to some 

extent, soil depth. Beyeria lechenaultii may dominate 

closed scrub on calcarenite and consolidated sands 

while Myoporum insulare may be more common on 

deeper sands. 

More diverse communities can develop with a 

mixture of dominants including Leptospermum 

laevigatum, Dodonaea viscosa, Bursaria spinosa, 

Olearia ramulosa, O. glutinosa and Myoporum 

insulare. Shrubs such as Apalochlamys spectabilis can 

be common after fire. Pimelea serpyllifolia is a 

common mid-storey shrub.  

Understorey or patches of grassland or herbland 

may be well developed in SCA. Commonly present 

herbs include Zygophyllum billardierei, Parietaria 

debilis, Ajuga australis, Dichondra repens, Senecio 

biserratus, Wahlenbergia spp. and Urtica incisa. 

Grasses such as Poa labillardierei, Austrostipa 

flavescens and Austrodanthonia spp. can be 

extensive.  

On some islands of the Furneaux Group SCA can 

be characterised by a closed scrub of Myoporum 

insulare with occasional Allocasuarina verticillata 

over an open understorey with a well developed 

ground layer of herbs, grasses and orchids. 

Examples of SCA in western Bass Strait are 

somewhat impoverished and are dominated by 

Leptospermum laevigatum and/or Myoporum 

insulare. Beyeria lechenaultii var. latifolia, Pimelea 

serpyllifolia and Zygophyllum billardierei may be 

sparse or entirely absent.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

6 Atriplex cinerea shrubland; also occurs in GHC & 

Succulent saline herbland (ASS) 

14 Myoporum insulare–Alyxia buxifolia–Correa alba 

heath; also occurs in Spray zone coastal complex 

(SSZ) 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Coastal tea-tree dry heath 
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Eastern riparian scrub (SRE) 

General description 

SRE is scrub (2–8 m) found in mainland Tasmania 

along creeks on low slopes and rivers from sea level 

to 600 m in the Tasmanian Northern Midlands, Ben 

Lomond, Furneaux and Tasmanian South East 

Bioregions. Indicative species include Micrantheum 

hexandrum, Leptospermum lanigerum, Grevillea 

australis, Spyridium lawrencei and Acacia mucronata.  

SRE is currently very under-mapped because of its 

linear nature and is often mapped within the 

distribution of other types as much riparian scrub 

will be found under various forest canopies. 

 

Prosser River. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

The ford across the St Pauls River on the Royal 

George Road near Avoca. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SRE has a linear distribution associated with its 

occurrence along creeks and rivers.  

This scrub is distinguished from other scrubs by the 

presence of distinctly riparian taxa such as 

Micrantheum hexandrum, Grevillea australis, 

Leptospermum lanigerum, Pomaderris spp. Acacia 

mucronata and other Acacia. spp. More 

geographically restricted riparian species include 

Callitris oblonga and Acacia axillaris. In the Derwent 

Valley, Acacia derwentiana is indicative of SRE. 

In the eastern half of Tasmania, where more diverse 

scrub co-dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum 

occurs with indicative riparian species along creeks 

and rivers the community is SRE rather than 

Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL). 

In eastern Tasmania where scrub dominated or co-

dominated by Pomaderris apetala occurs along 

creeks on low slopes and rivers it is mapped as SRE. 

In such situations this vegetation commonly includes 

one or more species of Acacia, Leptospermum and 

Micrantheum. In western Tasmania Pomaderris-

dominated or co-dominated vegetation is mapped 

as Broad-leaf scrub (SBR). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. However, in the 

course of RFA mapping, regional forest communities 

were mapped without discriminating the finer-scale 

resolution of the riparian zone. Some riparian 

vegetation may therefore be included in mapped 

forest communities. 

Distribution 

Eastern riparian scrub occurs in the Tasmanian 

Northern Midlands and Tasmanian South East 

Bioregions in the Derwent and Fingal Valleys and 

west of Tamar River along creeks and rivers from 

sea level to 600 m altitude. 
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Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, TNM, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SRE is found along creeks and rivers and is 

controlled by disturbance (inundation) and not by 

soil type or drainage.  

The habitat is dynamic and susceptible to weed 

invasion. 

Successional pathway 

SRE is a meta-stable community maintained by 

stochastic disturbance (inundation). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The structure and floristics of SRE are variable, 

depending on hydrological regime. 

Shrubby species in SRE include Micrantheum 

hexandrum, Acacia mucronata, Pomaderris apetala, 

Melaleuca virens, Leptospermum lanigerum, 

Asterotrichion discolor, Beyeria viscosa, Coprosma 

quadrifida and other species from the genera Acacia, 

Pomaderris and Callitris. 

Other common shrubs include Pimelea drupacea, 

Leptospermum scoparium, Olearia lirata, 

O. argophylla, Dodonaea viscosa, Pultenaea 

juniperina, Prostanthera lasianthos, Bursaria spinosa, 

Nematolepis squamea, Ozothamnus ferrugineus, 

Zieria arborescens, Melaleuca pallida and Aristotelia 

peduncularis.  

Ground cover species include Lomandra longifolia, 

Phragmites australis and species of Carex, 

Lepidosperma, Cyperus, Schoenus, Luzula, Juncus, 

and the ferns Blechnum nudum, Pteridium 

esculentum, Polystichum proliferum, Dicksonia 

antarctica and Blechnum wattsii. Moisture loving 

herbs may be common, including Acaena novae-

zelandiae. 

SRE can be weedy, especially where it occurs next 

to paddocks. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

All of the following floristic communities are specific 

to riparian situations. Although some communities 

have been identified to also occur in other ecological 

vegetation communities; it is unlikely that they would 

do so outside of riparian areas. 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Riparian scrub: 

3 Pomaderris apetala–Asterotrichion discolor–Senecio 

linearifolius–Blechnum nudum open riparian scrub 

4 Pomaderris apetala–Coprosma quadrifida–Carex 

appressa–Blechnum nudum open riparian scrub 

6 Pomaderris apetala–Micrantheum hexandrum–Beyeria 

viscosa closed riparian scrub; also occurs in Eucalyptus 

amygdalina forest and woodland on dolerite (DAD) & 

Eucalyptus viminalis wet forest (WVI) 

7 Pomaderris apetala–Ehrharta stipoides–Coprosma 

quadrifida open riparian scrub; also occurs in WVI 

8 Melaleuca ericifolia–Acacia axillaris– Lomandra 

longifolia closed riparian scrub 

9 Beyeria viscosa– Callistemon pallidus (now Melaleuca 

pallida) – Lomandra longifolia open riparian scrub 

10 Leptospermum lanigerum– Callistemon pallidus (now 

Melaleuca pallida) –Epacris acuminata–Lomandra 

longifolia closed riparian scrub 

11 Micrantheum hexandrum–Leptospermum lanigerum–

Lomandra longifolia tall riparian shrubland 

12 Acacia mucronata–Leptospermum lanigerum–

Micrantheum hexandrum closed riparian scrub 

13 Micrantheum hexandrum–Acacia mucronata–

Notelaea ligustrina riparian scrub 

14 Acacia mucronata–Pomaderris phylicifolia– 

Leptospermum lanigerum–Lepidosperma laterale 

riparian scrub 

15 Leptospermum lanigerum–Acacia mucronata closed 

riparian scrub 

16 Pomaderris apetala–Ehrharta stipoides–Poa 

labillardierei–Lepidosperma laterale closed riparian 

scrub 

17 Leptospermum lanigerum–Poa labillardierei–Acaena 

novae-zelandiae grassy riparian scrub 

21 Leptospermum lanigerum–Eleocharis gracilis–Carex 

gaudichaudiana riparian shrubland 

Riparian Vegetation: In the Midlands and eastern 

Tasmanian (Askey-Doran 1993) 

RIP 101 Pomaderris apetala –Micrantheum hexandrum– 

Beyeria viscosa closed riparian scrub. 

RIP1100 Pomaderris apetala– Coprosma quadrifida–Carex 

appressa– Blechnum nudum open riparian scrub  
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RIP0111001 Beyeria viscosa– Callistemon pallidus (now 

Melaleuca pallida) –Lomandra longifolia open riparian 

scrub. Subset Pomaderris apetala, Beyeria viscosa, 

Acacia axillaris, Lomandra longifolia scrub 

RIP0111000 Leptospermum lanigerum, Callistemon 

pallidus (now Melaleuca pallida), Epacris acuminata, 

Lomandra longifolia scrub. Subset Acacia melanoxylon 

and/or Acacia dealbata dominate canopy over 

L. lanigerum, C. pallidus (M. pallida), and Micrantheum 

hexandrum 

RIP0110110 Acacia mucronata, L. lanigerum, Micrantheum 

hexandrum closed riparian scrub 

RIP011010 Micrantheum hexandrum, Acacia mucronata 

Notelaea ligustrina closed scrub St Pauls Rv 

RIP0110011 Acacia mucronata, Pomaderris phylicifolia, 

Lomandra longifolia, Lepidosperma laterale riparian 

scrub 

RIP0110010 Leptospermum lanigerum, Acacia mucronata 

closed riparian scrub 

RIP0110001 Pomaderris apetala, Ehrharta stipoides, Poa 

labillardierei, Lepidosperma laterale closed riparian 

scrub 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

16 Acacia dealbata–Pomaderris apetala–Olearia 

argophylla–Dicksonia antarctica ferny-sedgy closed-

scrub; also occurs in Acacia dealbata forest (NAD)
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Eastern scrub on dolerite (SED) 

General description 

SED identifies two distinct dry and uncommon scrub 

communities found in similar situations. The main 

facies is found in the Eastern Tiers (in steep hill 

country between the Douglas-Apsley and the minor 

facies is found on the Tasman Peninsula) or the in 

the North-East Highlands.  

SED is 2-5 m tall and may be dominated by 

Leptospermum grandiflorum or Spyridium 

obovatum or, in the minor facies, by Melaleuca 

pallida. Hakea megadenia may also be common.  

 

Cherry Tree Hill. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example localities 

Headwaters of Blindburn Creek, Eastern Tiers 

(Leptospermum grandiflorum scrub), slopes west of 

Ralphs Falls, north side of Mt Victoria and Olivers 

Hill in the North-East Highlands (Melaleuca pallida 

scrub). 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SED is the only mapping unit in which 

Leptospermum grandiflorum, Spyridium obovatum 

or Melaleuca pallida may be dominant. Where these 

species are less common or even absent in the main 

facies, SED may be distinguished from other scrub 

units by its inclusion of Melaleuca pustulata, Hakea 

megadenia and Eucalyptus barberi.  

While SED may include Melaleuca pustulata, where 

this species is the canopy dominant the vegetation is 

always mapped as Melaleuca pustulata scrub (SMP). 

SED may include sapling or stunted Eucalyptus 

barberi but where E. barberi dominates the canopy 

and eucalypts comprise a solid crown cover of more 

than 5% then the vegetation is mapped as 

Eucalyptus barberi woodland and forest (DBA).  

RFA mapping unit 

TASVEG SED has no RFA equivalent. 

Distribution 

The main facies is a rare community that occurs 

predominantly in the Eastern Tiers between the 

Douglas-Apsley, Tasman Peninsula and North-East 

Highlands at altitudes up to 800 m. Note that for 

this distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SED mainly occurs on dolerite. It is associated with 

boulder-strewn slopes, ridge-lines and hill tops or 

other areas of significant outcropping bedrock. A 

minor facies of SED also occurs on Mathinna Group 

substrates near Mt Victoria. Commonly there is 50 

to 90% surface rock cover. It is associated with thin 

soils subject to desiccation. These sites are likely to 

be subject to a variable fire frequency.  
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Successional pathway 

SED appears to be a stable community, restricted to 

small patches on exposed, drought-prone sites. 

While fire frequency may be variable these 

communities regenerate faithfully after fire and do 

not appear to be suitable for the development of 

forest.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

The main facies of SED is usually open in structure 

and 2–5 m in height. Canopy species can include 

Spyridium obovatum or Leptospermum 

grandiflorum. Other common species can include 

Callitris rhomboidea and Hakea megadenia. In some 

areas mallee-form Eucalyptus barberi may occur as a 

constituent in the understorey, canopy or as a sparse 

emergent. Other eucalypts sometimes forming a 

sparse emergent layer include E. pulchella, E. ovata, 

E. globulus or E. tenuiramis. 

SED often has a well-developed heathy and/or sedgy 

understorey/ground layer. Understorey and 

groundcover species include Pultenaea spp., 

Veronica continua and an array of grasses and 

sedges. In some communities Euryomyrtus 

ramosissima can be common in the ground layer. In 

the Blindburn Creek area Spyridium lawrencei is 

locally common.  

In the North-East Highlands the uncommon minor 

facies occurs on Mathinna Group geologies. In this 

location SED can form a taller closed scrub 

dominated by Melaleuca pallida with sub- or co-

dominants including Pomaderris apetala, Oxylobium 

ellipticum, Pultenaea daphnoides, Acacia dealbata 

and Beyeria viscosa over a sparse ground layer. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit  

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

4 Callitris rhomboidea–Leptospermum spp. closed-

forest/scrub; also occurs in Callitris rhomboidea forest 

(NCR) 

North et al. (1998, volume 4): 

Other–11 Callistemon pallida closed-forest 

A dry sclerophyll woodland mosaic; vegetation of 

Cherry Tree Hill, near Cranbrook, Tasmania. Duncan & 

Duncan 1984) 

4 Casuarina stricta-Leptospermum grandiflorum- 

Eucalyptus barberi open-shrubland; also occurs in DBA  
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Heathland on calcareous substrates (SCL) 

General description 

The community is low (≤ 1 m), usually windswept, 

sclerophyllous vegetation on calcarenite or calcrete 

and associated areas of shallow alkaline sands. It has 

a significant proportion of species which show high 

community fidelity, several of which do not occur 

south of the Bass Strait islands. 

 

Prime Seal Island. Micah Visoiu. 

Example localities 

Old Jetty at Wybalenna; The Dock north of 

Killiekrankie or the Coast Walk, Trousers Point, 

Flinders Island; western slopes of North Hill on 

Prime Seal Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SCL is distinctive by virtue of its confinement to 

outcropping rock and rocky soil derived from 

Cainozoic limestones on Bass Strait coasts and 

islands. 

Some SCL species are also found in Coastal scrub 

on alkaline sands (SCA). In SCL they are stunted; 

never reaching greater than 1 m. Species distinctive 

to SCL (but not occurring in SCA) include Eutaxia 

microphylla, Acrotriche cordata, Threlkeldia diffusa 

and Hibbertia sericea var. sericea. SCL is not 

associated with the deep sands and dune systems 

characteristic of SCA. 

Spray zone coastal complex (SSZ) lacks the 

distinctive species that occur in SCL. SSZ is 

characterised by halophytic species and its 

occurrence in highly saline habitats.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SCL is confined to the islands of Bass Strait, notably 

the west coast of Flinders Island. Note that for this 

distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

These communities occur in association with 

outcropping rock and rocky soil derived from 

Cainozoic limestone or associated shallow sands. 

The sites are sometimes very exposed, subject to 

drought and desiccating winds and have highly 

alkaline, rapidly draining soils.  

Successional pathway 

SCL is generally a stable community.  
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Vegetation composition and structure 

Heathlands on calcareous substrates are open and 

often contain Threlkeldia diffusa, Acrotriche cordata, 

Eutaxia microphylla, Beyeria lechenaultii var. latifolia, 

Pimelea serpyllifolia, stunted Myoporum insulare, 

Lasiopetalum discolor, Hibbertia sericea, Spyridium 

vexilliferum, Zygophyllum billardierei, Leptospermum 

laevigatum, Leucophyta brownii, Apalochlamys 

spectabilis, Lasiopetalum macrophyllum and 

Pomaderris paniculosa. Allocasuarina verticillata 

and/or Leptospermum laevigatum may grow on the 

edge of the community. 

Groundcover species include orchids and some 

herbs.  Strong onshore winds result in bare ground, 

especially visible towards the shore.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic community is 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

34 Spyridium vexilliferum–Acrotriche cordata heath
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Kunzea ambigua regrowth scrub (SKA) 

General description 

This community is dominated by a dense stratum of 

Kunzea ambigua with or without scattered remnant 

trees. This community can colonise old pasture and 

is often caused by the incomplete clearance and 

conversion of dry sclerophyll forest. There is a low 

cover and diversity of plant species in the low shrub 

and herb layers, except where there are gaps. The 

ground layer may have a high bryophyte cover 

under the shade of the canopy. 

 

Mount William National Park. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Mount William National Park around Forester 

Kangaroo Drive; Icena Creek–Last River–Ansons 

River area; invading old alluvial tin mining areas such 

as in the Gladstone–South Mount Cameron areas; 

invading old pastures on Flinders Island, west of 

Strzelecki. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SKA is characterised by a dense stratum of Kunzea 

ambigua from 2–3 m in height with relatively few 

other shrub species present and only occasional 

remnant trees or copses of trees. This mapping unit 

may intergrade with Agricultural land (FAG), which it 

can colonise. Adjacency to FAG does not always 

imply that the Kunzea ambigua scrub is SKA and not 

Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub 

(SLG) (though this is often the case) and ground 

truthing is required to determine the historical 

reason for the dominance of Kunzea ambigua. 

Scrub dominated by Kunzea ambigua occurring 

naturally on shallow granitic soils, which is not an 

artefact of past clearing, is mapped as SLG. The 

Kunzea ambigua-dominated facies of SLG has a 

higher diversity of herb and shrub species and 

intergrades with woodland communities.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

This community occurs in lowland sites in the north-

east and east of the State. This community is 

currently undermapped. Note that for this 

distribution image the symbology has been 

emphasised to improve visibility of community 

distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SKA is a community that colonises old pasture and 

cleared or disturbed sites in lowland areas. It may 

occur on siliceous colluvium (flat areas at the base of 

slopes) or shallow granitic soils (on slopes). It 

commonly occurs as a transition community 

between pasture and undisturbed native vegetation, 

along fence lines and easements. It may be more 

extensive in abandoned pasture areas such as at 

Mount William National Park. 
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It also commonly recolonises old mine tailings and 

other areas disturbed by mining (e.g. near 

Gladstone) as well as granite slopes cleared for 

building, as in Coles Bay and Bicheno. 

Successional pathway 

SKA may be a disturbance product from clearing 

Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest and woodland 

(DAC), Eucalyptus nitida Furneaux forest (DNF), 

and Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on 

granite (DTG) in areas of shallow soils and exposed 

bedrock on slopes. This community can recolonise 

FAG and old minefield and mine tailing sites (Extra-

urban miscellaneous, FUM). While SKA is meta-

stable it may, over several decades, transition to 

other scrub or woodland.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

This community has a dense large shrub layer of 

Kunzea ambigua with occasional canopy gaps. 

Remnant trees of Eucalyptus amygdalina may be 

scattered widely or in small copses. 

There is a low ground cover of limited diversity. 

Species that may be present in the low shrub and 

graminoid layer include Lepidosperma concavum, 

Astroloma humifusum, Leucopogon spp., Aotus 

ericoides, Xanthorrhoea australis, Poa labillardierei 

and Austrodanthonia spp. Sometimes herbs such as 

Drosera spp. and Utricularia spp. are present. 

Bryophytes are common on the ground. Introduced 

species may be present in canopy gaps on sites with 

more significant disturbance histories.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

This colonising vegetation community does not 

correspond to any natural floristic vegetation 

communities.
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Leptospermum glaucescens heathland and scrub (SLG) 

General description 

SLG is a variable heath/scrub community in which 

Leptospermum glaucescens is nearly always 

dominant, with L. scoparium and/or Banksia 

marginata often co- or sub-dominant. Kunzea 

ambigua may dominate small areas. There may be 

sub-emergent Eucalyptus amygdalina, E. nitida or 

occasionally other eucalypts. Species diversity is high 

in the heathy facies, where there may be a significant 

sedgy ground layer, reducing as the canopy becomes 

taller and increasingly dense. SLG occurs on skeletal 

or infertile soils. 

 

South Arm Road. Mark Wapstra.  

Example locality 

Freycinet Peninsula; Three Hummock Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

Heathlands and scrub dominated by Leptospermum 

glaucescens are always mapped as SLG. Where L. 

glaucescens is only present or occasionally 

subdominant the community is better mapped in a 

different mapping unit based on floristic 

composition. Communities where L. glaucescens is 

not dominant include Coastal heathland (SCH) or 

Coastal scrub (SSC), Wet heathland (SHW) and 

Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub 

(SLS).  

Small rocky areas within SLG may be dominated by 

Kunzea ambigua where rock exposure is high. This 

naturally occurring Kunzea ambigua within SLG is 

differentiated from Kunzea ambigua regrowth scrub 

(SKA) which occurs on previously cleared land such 

as old fields and easements and has lower species 

diversity than SLG. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SLG is scattered State-wide. This community is 

currently under-mapped. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The community is widespread but localised 

throughout the lowlands and up to 600 m altitude in 

a variety of physiographic positions, including valley 

floors, ridge tops and slopes.  

SLG commonly occurs on skeletal soils, including 

gravel, gravelly peats and thin sandy peat on quartz-

rich rocks including granites and siliceous 

sedimentary rocks. At times the community occurs 

over rock plates where thin soils oscillate between 

being swampy (immediately following rain) and 

desiccated (during rain-free periods). Although 

widespread on a range of substrates throughout 

Tasmania, SLG is particularly common on granite in 

the dry coastal regions of eastern and northern 

Tasmania. 
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SLG is widely distributed but uncommon in western 

Tasmania where it occurs in areas of high rainfall on 

siliceous rocks. 

Many of the areas occupied by SLG have fairly high 

fire frequencies, particularly near the coast.  

Successional pathway 

Where SLG is maintained by frequent firing and not 

controlled by soil depth, it may be possible for tall 

Leptospermum glaucescens scrub to succeed to 

Eucalyptus nitida woodland and forest communities 

or E. amygdalina woodland and forest communities if 

eucalypts are present. Without eucalypts the 

vegetation may succeed to Leptospermum forest 

(NLE). 

In areas where soils are thin or particularly infertile, 

SLG is meta-stable.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

The Leptospermum glaucescens-dominated canopy 

of SLG is an open or closed heathland or scrub up 

to 5 m tall. Frequently and/or recently burnt SLG 

typically forms an open uneven heathland < 2 m tall. 

In older communities the canopy may form an open 

or nearly closed scrub > 2 m tall. Leptospermum 

scoparium may occur in the canopy and occasionally 

co-dominates SLG. In western Tasmania Monotoca 

glauca and/or Banksia marginata may also co-occur. 

In eastern Tasmania, particularly on granite, other 

co-occurring canopy species may include Acacia 

genistifolia, A. suaveolens, A. terminalis, Allocasuarina 

monilifera, Bossiaea spp., Callitris rhomboidea, 

Calytrix tetragona, Kunzea ambigua and 

Leptospermum grandiflorum.  

In the Furneaux Group and western Tasmania 

mallee-form Eucalyptus nitida is a frequent but 

sparse emergent above the canopy of SLG. 

Elsewhere emergent species may include Banksia 

marginata, Eucalyptus amygdalina and E. tenuiramis.  

The ground layer of heathland and recently burnt 

communities of SLG may be well developed and 

rich in low growing species such as prostrate shrubs, 

small herbs, grasses, orchids and rushes. Closed 

scrub communities and later stages of SLG usually 

have a poorly developed understorey often confined 

to a few straggling woody species. The most 

widespread species of the ground layer include 

Eurychorda complanata, Empodisma minus and 

Selaginella spp.  

In western Tasmania the sparse understorey of SLG 

may include the shrubs Richea procera, Allocasuarina 

zephyrea, Oxylobium ellipticum and species of 

Epacris and Leucopogon.  

In eastern Tasmania ground-hugging species include 

Amperea xiphoclada, Dampiera stricta, Euryomyrtus 

ramosissima, Drosera pygmaea and Lindsaea linearis. 

Taller understorey shrubs may include Acacia 

myrtifolia, Boronia anemonifolia, Tetratheca 

labillardierei, Ozothamnus obcordatus and 

Leucopogon virgatus. The eastern heaths on 

sandstone substrates are often particularly rich in 

monocots including Gahnia microstachya, G. radula, 

Lepidosperma elatius, L. concavum, Hypolaena 

fastigiata and Sporadanthus tasmanica. On granite 

substrates, the understorey shrubs may include 

Thryptomene micrantha, Astroloma pinifolium, 

Conospermum hookeri, Ricinocarpos pinifolius, 

Epacris barbata and Comesperma retusum. On 

Flinders Island the understorey of SLG may be 

distinctively characterised by Lasiopetalum 

macrophyllum and Xanthorrhoea australis. 

One facies of SLG is a Kunzea ambigua open 

shrubland or scrub, confined to shallow granitic soils 

where rock exposure is naturally high in eastern 

Tasmania. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities 

which may include dominant Leptospermum 

glaucescens are noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Heath: 

11 Leptospermum glaucescens–Hibbertia acicularis heath 

12 Leptospermum glaucescens–Hibbertia procumbens 

heath 

13 Leptospermum glaucescens–Lepidosperma concavum 

heath 

16 Austrodanthonia spp.–Bossiaea cinerea– Calytrix 

tetragona heath; also occurs in SCH 

Dry coastal communities: 

32  Leptospermum glaucescens–Banksia marginata–

Westringia brevifolia heath/scrub 
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Other forest/scrub: 

2 Leptospermum glaucescens–L. scoparium closed–

forest/scrub; also occurs in NLE 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Manuka dry heath 

Cliffed and rocky coasts (Harris 1991) 

13 Kunzea ambigua (Calytrix tetragona, Callitris 

rhomboidea, Allocasuarina monilifera, Leptospermum 

spp.) shrubland /heath (heathland facies)
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Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) 

General description 

Scrub dominated by (often pure) Leptospermum 

lanigerum is mapped as SLL. This community is 

commonly dense and uniform in structure with 

height generally (2) 3–5 (–8) m tall. The species 

diversity in this vegetation is usually low. 

 

St Clair Weir. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example localities 

Upper western slope of Mt Maurice; Mount Foster; 

Old Coach Road, Bicheno; Hermitage Road, near 

Orford; Arthurs Lake, Central Highlands.  

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

In the eastern half of Tasmania, where vegetation 

occurs along creeks and rivers is co-dominated by 

Leptospermum lanigerum in combination with any 

of Micrantheum hexandrum, Pomaderris apetala, 

Beyeria viscosa, Acacia axillaris, Acacia mucronata, 

Grevillea australis or Carex spp., it is mapped as 

Eastern riparian scrub (SRE). Where L. lanigerum 

forms pure stands along rivers it is mapped as SLL.  

SLL intergrades with Melaleuca squarrosa scrub 

(SMR) and, where drainage is poor, Melaleuca 

ericifolia swamp forest (NME). Where there is 

approximately equal dominance of Leptospermum 

lanigerum and Melaleuca squarrosa in a dense 

shrubland to 5 m tall, this is more appropriately 

mapped as SMR. On King Island small patches are 

included in Scrub complex on King Island (SSK).  

In the Tasmanian West and Tasmanian Central 

Highland Bioregions where shrubland along drainage 

lines in grassland or sedgy grassland is co-dominated 

by Leptospermum lanigerum and Melaleuca virens, 

the vegetation is mapped as Wet heathland (SHW).  

Subalpine heathland (SHS) typically occupies rockier 

sites and is characterised by a much more diverse 

understorey; Leptospermum lanigerum never forms 

a pure canopy. 

Leptospermum shrubland with rainforest saplings or 

seedlings is mapped as Leptospermum with 

rainforest scrub (SRF). Nothofagus cunninghamii, 

Eucryphia lucida, Anopterus glandulosus and 

Phyllocladus aspleniifolius rarely occur in SLL.  

In coastal areas, pure stands of Leptospermum 

lanigerum scrub on the poorly drained fringes of 

coastal lagoons are appropriately mapped SLL. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SLL is widespread in Tasmania from sea level to 

1300 m.  

 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 
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Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SLL generally occurs in poorly drained fertile areas, 

usually at the head of drainage lines or sometimes 

surrounding frost hollows, Sphagnum bogs and rock 

plates. Soils on which SLL usually occurs are fairly 

deep, peaty alluvium developed over a range of 

geologies, including dolerite, basalt, Permo-Triassic 

sediments or Precambrian metasediments. Slopes 

are generally gentle (often along spring lines and 

seepages).  

Successional pathway 

The occurrence of SLL as a treeless community is 

maintained by frequent disturbance (fire and frost) 

and has probably been expanded by human-induced 

disturbance including tree clearing. Long periods 

without disturbance may enable the establishment of 

rainforest seedlings and transition to SRF.  

Depending on drainage and fire frequency, 

vegetation dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum 

succeeds into Leptospermum forest (NLE) or, 

where it occurs in swamp habitats, into 

Leptospermum lanigerum – Melaleuca squarrosa 

swamp forest (NLM). 

Gahnia grandis may be temporarily prominent in 

recently burnt SLL.  

Vegetation dominated by Hakea microcarpa over 

sparse Epacris gunnii with a ground cover of mostly 

moss (such as occurs on Netherby Plains) may be 

successional to, and is mapped as, SLL. This 

vegetation may have developed from long-unburned 

Poa-dominated grassland. Where species of Poa are 

still present, the vegetation is better mapped as 

Highland Poa grassland (GPH).  

Vegetation composition and structure 

SLL is commonly dense and uniform in structure and 

always dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum. In 

highland areas SLL consists of thickets and bands 

dominated by Leptospermum lanigerum, with few or 

no other species in the closed canopy, which is 

generally 3–5 m tall. At lower altitudes, 

Leptospermum lanigerum is dominant with or 

without sub dominant L. scoparium, and occasional 

Melaleuca species (Melaleuca pustulata, M. virens, M. 

gibbosa).  

It is essentially treeless vegetation, but there may be 

a few small emergent Eucalyptus rodwayi or E. 

ovata. 

In the highlands, the ground is nearly bare but may 

include ferns and lycopods. Lowland forms of SLL 

have an understorey, at times dense, of Poa spp. or 

Gahnia grandis, Leptocarpus tenax and other 

graminoids.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Riparian communities: 

18 Leptospermum lanigerum–Poa labillardierei–Carex 

gaudichaudiana grassy riparian scrub 

20 Leptospermum lanigerum–Euchiton japonicus &/or 

Gnaphalium collinum (now Argyrotegium mackayi)–

Poa labillardierei riparian scrubby herbfield; also occurs 

in Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and woodland (DRO) 

Flora of Recommended Areas for Protection Vol 4, 

(North et al. 1998) 

Other–Leptospermum lanigerum scrub 

The vegetation of Rocky Cape (Corbett & Balmer 2003) 

Lt Tall Tea Tree, (Leptospermum lanigerum dominated 

component). 

Vegetation of Mt Ossa–Pelion Plains (Corbett 1998)  

Wet scrub and Tea Tree 

Montane grasslands of north-western Tasmania 

(Gilfedder 1995)  

7 Hakea microcarpa/Epacris gunnii-Poa labillardierei 

grassy shrubland (Heg); also occurs in GPH 
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Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub (SLS) 

General description 

These communities are dry heathlands or scrubs up 

to 5 m tall commonly dominated by Leptospermum 

scoparium. Other dominants may include 

Allocasuarina monilifera, Monotoca glauca or 

Pultenaea daphnoides. SLS usually occurs fringing 

forest at the edges of valleys.  

 

Peter Murrell Reserve. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Brown Mountain, Tasman Peninsula. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SLS differs from other Myrtaceae-dominated 

heathland and scrub units by the inclusion of 

vegetation in which Leptospermum scoparium is the 

usual dominant. Where Leptospermum scoparium is 

not the dominant canopy species, dry heathlands 

and scrubs of non-coastal areas are only mapped as 

SLS when other Myrtaceae and Spyridium species 

are also uncommon or absent.  

Although SLS can occur in coastal areas, unlike 

Coastal heathland (SCH) or Coastal scrub (SSC), 

SLS is distinguished floristically by the common 

presence of Hibbertia riparia and/or Lomatia 

tinctoria and the absence of coastal indicators such 

as Leucopogon parviflora, Westringia and Correa 

spp. Unlike SCH, SLS is not mapped on deep sand 

and is usually not associated with exposed coastal 

headlands. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

The community is widespread but uncommon 

throughout inland Tasmania below 650 m. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

All bioregions. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SLS typically occurs on clay soils overlying dolerite or 

Permian sediments or, in western Tasmania, on 

peaty gravel or clay at valley edges. Slopes are 

usually gentle to moderate and drainage is good. 

Successional pathway 

Diplarrena moraea, Lomandra longifolia and other 

re-sprouting graminoids can be prominent in the 

early post-fire stages of SLS. 
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Species of Leptospermum, Acacia and Fabaceae 

appear as seedlings within one year and are also 

prominent in the early successional stages of SLS. 

Older SLS may have a closed canopy of 

Leptospermum scoparium (or other species in some 

instances) or occur as an open-textured, uneven 

heathland with low to moderately high species 

diversity in which no species is dominant. This is 

particularly the case on dolerite soils.  

SLS commonly occurs as a fringe between forest 

and sedgeland, grassland or agricultural land and 

without disturbance will succeed to woodland or 

forest. Leptospermum scoparium may also invade 

adjacent sedgy/grassy communities, increasing the 

lateral extent of SLS. 

Larger patches of SLS that have resulted from 

logging or land clearance may eventually return to 

woodland or forest if eucalypt seedlings are present. 

In wetter areas, when Leptospermum lanigerum is 

present without eucalypts, SLS may succeed to 

Leptospermum forest (NLE) or Leptospermum 

scoparium-Acacia mucronata forest (NLA).  

Vegetation composition and structure 

This is a floristically variable community, with woody 

shrubs dominant in open to closed heathland. 

Species diversity varies from moderately high in 

open heaths to low where Leptospermum 

scoparium forms a nearly closed canopy up to 5 m 

tall. Other canopy species which may dominate 

include Pultenaea daphnoides var. obcordata, 

Oxylobium ellipticum, Monotoca glauca and 

Allocasuarina monilifera. Emergent Eucalyptus spp. 

are often present. 

Depending on the canopy height other shrubs which 

may be included in the canopy or as understorey 

shrubs include species of Fabaceae (such as 

Pultenaea juniperina, P. gunnii, P. stricta, Bossiaea 

cinerea and Aotus ericoides) and Acacia spp. (A. 

myrtifolia, A. genistifolia, A. stricta, A. terminalis and 

A. verticillata), as well as Hibbertia riparia, Lomatia 

tinctoria, Correa reflexa, Cyathodes glauca, 

Leptecophylla juniperina, L. divaricata, Hakea spp., 

Aotus ericoides, Leucopogon collinus, L. ericoides, L. 

virgatus and Veronica formosa. Smaller shrubs in the 

understorey may include Tetratheca pilosa, Pimelea 

nivea, Boronia pilosa and Euphrasia collina. Species 

of Epacris including E. impressa are also common.  

In the most exposed and or frequently burnt places 

Diplarrena moraea, Lomandra longifolia and grasses 

such as Poa labillardierei may be important.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Heath: 

34 Pultenaea juniperina–Gonocarpus humilis heath; also 

occurs in SCH & Scrub complex on King Island (SSK) 

35 Lepidosperma filiforme–Hibbertia riparia– 

Pentachondra involucrata heath 

38 Callistemon viridiflora (now Melaleuca virens)–

Westringia rubiaefolia heath 

Dry Coastal Communities: 

24 Leptospermum scoparium–Acacia verticillata–

Dichelachne crinita scrub 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Rock pavement heath 

Key to the mapping units of the Western Tasmanian 

Wilderness World Heritage Area Vegetation Map 

(Corbett, unpublished) 

L Tea Tree scrub  

Hs Allocasuarina heath 

Ht Aotus heath  

The Vegetation of Rocky Cape National Park (Corbett & 

Balmer 2003) 

H Heath  

L Leptospermum scoparium scrub or tall heath 

(heathland facies)
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Leptospermum with rainforest scrub (SRF) 

General description 

SRF is a 2–5 (–8) m scrub with an uneven canopy 

dominated by Leptospermum spp. (often 

L. lanigerum), with small rainforest trees in the 

understorey. It is typically rich in Bauera rubioides 

and may have shrubby heath species. There may be 

scattered emergent Eucalyptus nitida or, on the 

margins of tall wet forests, E. obliqua or 

E. delegatensis.  

 

Lyell Highway, near Victoria Pass. Nepelle Temby. 

Example locality 

Heemskirk Road between Zeehan and Granville 

Harbour; Lyell Highway, south of Collingwood 

Bridge. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SRF is generally diverse with an open canopy of 

Leptospermum spp., uneven texture and a scrubby 

understorey usually dominated by Bauera rubioides. 

Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) has very low 

diversity, with a closed canopy of L. lanigerum and 

few vascular plants in the understorey.  

Leptospermum forest (NLE) is taller than SRF and 

lacks rainforest species in the understorey; it may 

have Bauera rubioides, and/or a few ferns or bare 

ground. NLE may have Leptospermum nitidum 

and/or L. scoparium in the canopy, while the SRF 

canopy usually consists of L. lanigerum, sometimes 

with L. scoparium. 

Nothofagus–Leptospermum short rainforest (RML) 

is likely to be a mature form of SRF in which 

Nothofagus cunninghamii and often Phyllocladus 

aspleniifolius, Eucryphia lucida and sometimes 

Atherosperma moschatum and/or Acacia 

melanoxylon are co-dominant with Leptospermum 

spp. in the canopy. Like SRF, RML may be floristically 

diverse and have a shrubby understorey.  

Leptospermum scoparium–Acacia mucronata forest 

(NLA) constantly has L. scoparium and 

A. mucronata co-dominant in the canopy. 

Leptospermum lanigerum–Melaleuca squarrosa 

swamp forest (NLM) is short forest in which species 

of Melaleuca and Leptospermum share the canopy, 

sometimes with co-dominant rainforest species, 

particularly Phyllocladus aspleniifolius. NLA and NLM 

are both taller than SRF and generally lack a scrubby 

understorey. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping, though some facies 

may occur in RFA M- and possibly RFA L. 

Distribution 

This community is found in association with areas of 

rainforest vegetation across Tasmania. Its altitudinal 

distribution extends up to the tree-line. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 
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Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SRF generally occurs on gentle to moderate slopes 

on soils of low fertility in high-rainfall areas. It usually 

fringes rainforest or tall wet forest with a rainforest 

understorey. It may also be found on dolerite 

substrates in situations of poor drainage. 

Successional pathway 

SRF is a fire-induced, early successional stage of RML 

or other mature rainforest. The community has the 

potential to develop into rainforest in the long-term 

absence of fire. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

The open canopy of SRF is dominated by 

Leptospermum spp. (usually Leptospermum 

lanigerum) to 5 m. Small scattered individuals of 

Nothofagus cunninghamii may be present. 

Sparse emergents may include any of Eucalyptus 

nitida, E. obliqua, E. delegatensis, E. subcrenulata, 

E. johnstonii or E. urnigera.  

Bauera rubioides is abundant and Gahnia grandis is 

common in the understorey, which also includes 

seedlings and small trees of Eucryphia lucida, 

Anopterus glandulosus, Phyllocladus aspleniifolius 

and Anodopetalum biglandulosum. Other shrubs 

may include Orites diversifolia, Telopea truncata, 

Pittosporum bicolor, Nematolepis squamea, 

Cenarrhenes nitida, Pomaderris spp., Acacia spp., 

Lomatia spp., Coprosma nitida, Hakea lissosperma 

and Tasmannia lanceolata. On dolerite, Hibbertia 

empetrifolia may form part of a tangled ground layer.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Buttongrass Moorland: 

B13(b) Wet Copses 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

1 Leptospermum nitidum closed-forest/scrub; also 

occurs in Western alpine scrub (SSW), Western wet 

scrub (SWW), NLE & RML

Key to the mapping units of the Western Tasmanian 

Wilderness World Heritage Area Vegetation Map 

(Corbett, unpublished)  

Wf Wet scrub with thamnic rainforest species  

The relationships among eucalypt forest, grassland and 

rainforest in a highland area in north-eastern Tasmania 

(Ellis 1985) 

9 Uneven-aged tea-tree over grass 
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Melaleuca pustulata scrub (SMP) 

General description 

The medium to tall, dense shrubby vegetation of this 

community is dominated by Melaleuca pustulata. It 

occurs along creeks and hill slopes on a variety of 

soil types over dolerite in eastern Tasmania. 

Melaleuca pustulata scrub is well developed along 

some east coast flats as a riparian community, where 

Melaleuca pustulata becomes a dominant shrub. 

 

Cherry Tree Hill. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Wye, Swan and Cygnet rivers. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SMP is distinguished from all others by the 

dominance of Melaleuca pustulata in the canopy. 

Scattered (< 5%) emergent eucalypts may be 

present. Where the eucalypt canopy is greater than 

5% cover the vegetation is mapped as dry forest or 

woodland. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

This community is confined to the central east coast 

from around Swansea to Cherry Tree Hill and inland 

to the lower slopes of the Eastern Tiers. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TSE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SMP occurs on soils derived primarily from dolerite 

or Quaternary deposits, including poorly-drained 

deep black valley soils and rocky brown soils on dry 

hill slopes. It becomes very dense on riverbanks and 

flats where there is impeded drainage and occasional 

inundation by flooding.  

Successional pathway 

Melaleuca pustulata regenerates profusely after 

disturbances such as clearing and fire (which 

encourages the suckering of roots and initiation of 

seed germination). This vegetation has expanded as 

a result of human-induced disturbance and tree 

clearance. The re-establishment of overstorey trees 

is likely to require considerable time with an 

infrequent disturbance and grazing regime.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

Melaleuca pustulata individuals are usually no more 

than 4–6 m in height. Emergent tree species are 

commonly Eucalyptus amygdalina or E. viminalis. 

Callitris rhomboidea, Eucalyptus ovata, E. pulchella, 

E. barberi and Banksia marginata are sometimes 

present. 
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The understorey is often grassy, with 100% ground 

cover. Sometimes scattered shrubs up to 1 m in 

height occur, including Ozothamnus scutellifolius, 

Micrantheum hexandrum, Leptospermum lanigerum 

and Acacia mucronata. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic community is 

noted. 

A dry sclerophyll woodland mosaic; vegetation of 

Cherry Tree Hill, near Cranbrook, Tasmania (Duncan & 

Duncan1984) 

2a Eucalyptus pulchella ± E. ovata woodland 

(components with thickets of Melaleuca pustulata in 

the understorey) (scrub form only) also occurs in 

Eucalyptus pulchella forest and woodland (DPU) & 

Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland (DOV)
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Melaleuca squamea heathland (SMM) 

General description 

SMM is a western Tasmanian community of 

Melaleuca squamea-dominated sedgeland or 

heathland. It may include scrubby copses within 

moorlands where the copses are large enough to 

map. 

 

Clear Hill. Felicity Hargraves.  

Example localities 

Lake Dove Rd, Cradle Mountain; The Needles, 

Gordon River Road, south-west Tasmania. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SMM is a distinctive community, with generally short 

Melaleuca squamea forming an open canopy over 

sedgeland. It commonly grades into Western alpine 

sedgeland /herbland (HSW), which occurs at higher 

altitude and does not have Melaleuca squamea as a 

dominant. SMM with Gymnoschoenus 

sphaerocephalus is distinguished from Western 

buttongrass moorland (MBW) by the presence in 

SMM of Isophysis tasmanica, Dracophyllum milliganii, 

Epacris serpyllifolia or, in some cases, a ground layer 

of small cushion plants and/or Microcachrys 

tetragona. 

SMM is typically shorter vegetation with a more 

open cover of Melaleuca squamea than the scrub 

community Melaleuca squarrosa scrub (SMR), which 

may also include facies with M. squamea. SMR is 

usually at lower altitude and on more poorly-drained 

flats than SMM.  

Montane occurrences of SMM may be distinguished 

from Western subalpine scrub (SSW) by including 

Isophysis tasmanica, Dracophyllum milliganii and 

Epacris serpyllifolia while having lower species 

diversity.  

SMM is distinguished from Western wet scrub 

(SWW) by the scarcity of Eucalyptus nitida and 

shrubs other than Melaleuca squamea. 

SMM is distinguished from Wet heathland (SHW) 

by the more variable character and reduced 

importance of Melaleuca squamea in SHW. SMM is 

largely restricted to western Tasmania where it 

occurs in better drained situations whereas SHW is 

more widely distributed across eastern and northern 

Tasmania on poorly-drained flats. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

This community has its stronghold in western and 

southern Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TCH, TNS, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SMM occurs on slopes, ridge tops and better-

drained plateaux, most commonly at altitudes above 

650 m, over siliceous substrates, including quartzite, 

conglomerate and sandstone. 
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Successional pathway 

SMM, which may be very dense, is transitional 

between buttongrass moorland and wet scrub. This 

community is maintained by a combination of low 

fertility, impeded drainage and fire. Longer fire-free 

intervals would be needed to enable taller shrubs 

such as Leptospermum nitidum, Banksia marginata 

and Eucalyptus nitida to establish and replace 

Melaleuca squamea in importance. In such situations 

SMM may develop into Leptospermum- or Banksia-

dominated wet scrub formations such as SWW and 

Banksia marginata wet scrub (SBM). At higher 

altitudes the addition of other shrub species may 

enable a transition of SMM to SSW.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

The vegetation included in this mapping unit is 

dominated by shrubs (especially Melaleuca squamea 

to 1.5 m) which are visible in a distinct layer above 

any sedges in the vegetation. Baeckea gunniana and 

Leptospermum nitidum may be the only other tall 

shrubs or Orites revolutus may be present. 

There may be few or many openings, occupied in 

wet areas by Gleichenia alpina, Eurychorda 

complanata, Sprengelia incarnata, Carpha alpina, 

Empodisma minus, Astelia alpina and Blandfordia 

punicea. On drier ridge tops, openings contain 

prostrate heath species such as Pentachondra 

pumila, Cyathodes dealbata and sometimes 

Microcachrys tetragona, as well as Poa gunnii and a 

diversity of small heaths, shrubs and herbs. 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus may persist as 

swathes within SMM or as scattered tussocks, often 

overgrown. 

At higher altitudes in south-west Tasmania this unit 

may show higher diversity, with Melaleuca squamea, 

Eucalyptus vernicosa, Agastachys odorata, 

Cenarrhenes nitida, Leptospermum nitidum, 

Monotoca submutica, Richea milliganii and Epacris 

serpyllifolia as 2 m tall emergents over such heath 

and graminoid species as Dracophyllum milliganii and 

Isophysis tasmanica.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B4 Layered blanket moor; also occurs in Buttongrass 

moorland with emergent shrubs (MBS) & MBW 

B14a Common mountain moor; also occurs in MBS & 

MBW 

B14b Highland standard peat; also occurs in MBS & 

Sparse buttongrass moorland on slopes (MBR) 

E1a Common wet eastern heathy; also occurs in Eastern 

buttongrass moorland (MBE) 

E8 Layered eastern moor; also occurs in MBE & MBS 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Purple honeymyrtle wet heath; also occurs in Wet 

heathland (SHW) 
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Melaleuca squarrosa scrub (SMR) 

General description 

This community is 2–3 (–5) m high on poorly-

drained peat or sandy peat soils. SMR is generally 

dominated by Melaleuca squarrosa, sometimes with 

co-dominant M. squamea. Banksia marginata, Hakea 

epiglottis and Acacia mucronata may also be 

common. This community may have openings of 

buttongrass or sedges such as Baloskion 

tetraphyllum, Lepyrodia tasmanica and Gahnia 

grandis. 

 

Ocean Beach Road., Strahan. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SMR may grade into Leptospermum lanigerum – 

Melaleuca squarrosa swamp forest (NLM) and is 

distinguished by height and age/size of the trees. 

Vegetation dominated by large/older trees greater 

than 5 m in height is mapped as NLM.  

SMR may grade upslope into Buttongrass moorland 

with emergent shrubs (MBS). The latter generally 

occurs on slopes rather than swampy flats, is co-

dominated by Leptospermum nitidum and 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus and has more 

Melaleuca squamea than M. squarrosa. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. Some facies of SMR 

may occur in RFA L. 

Distribution 

Melaleuca squarrosa scrub is widespread, especially 

in lowland areas of poor drainage surrounded by 

heathland and sedgeland, generally below 400 m.  

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The acidic swamp soils vary considerably from grey 

sandy clays to deep deposits of almost pure sand. 

This community also occurs on dolerite; for example 

on the east coast on flats of impeded drainage. 

Successional pathway 

The community is transitional (depending on fire 

frequency) to the taller mapping unit NLM. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

SMR has a dense closed canopy 2–5 m tall 

dominated by Melaleuca squarrosa. Melaleuca 

ericifolia, Leptospermum scoparium and L. lanigerum 

may be co-dominant in these scrubs, more 

commonly toward the centre. Banksia marginata, 

Acacia mucronata and Monotoca glauca may be 

prominent. 
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Smaller shrubs can include typical wet heath species 

such as Melaleuca squarrosa, Sprengelia incarnata 

and Epacris lanuginosa.  

The typical tangled understorey may include Bauera 

rubioides, Gahnia grandis, Calorophus elongatus, 

Baloskion tetraphyllum, Gleichenia microphylla and 

Pteridium esculentum. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B13  Wet copses; also occurs in Western wet scrub 

(SWW), NLM, Eucalyptus nitida forest over 

Leptospermum (WNL), MBS & Eucalyptus ovata 

forest and woodland (DOV) 

E1b Eastern woolly tea-tree; also occurs in Eastern 

buttongrass moorland (MBE) 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Scented paperback wet heath; also occurs in Scrub 

complex on King Island (SSK) 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

5 Melaleuca squarrosa–Leptospermum lanigerum 

heathy-ferny-sedgy closed scrub; also occurs in NLM
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Rookery halophytic herbland (SRH) 

General description 

SRH is a disturbance-induced low herbland < 1 m 

tall characterised by dense mats of succulent plants. 

It occurs on deep soft soil often in association with 

seabird rookeries.  

 

King Island. Nicholas Fitzgerald. 

Example locality 

East headland Cloudy Beach, Bruny Island; Clifton 

Beach Headland. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

In the field SRH may be distinguished by dense mats 

of succulents such as Tetragonia implexicoma, 

Rhagodia candolleana or Carpobrotus rossii. 

Extensive patches of disturbance-requiring species 

such as Senecio pinnatifolius var. pinnatifolius (and 

other coastal varieties), Senecio capillifolius and 

Atriplex cinerea may also occur. Where rookeries 

are dominated by grassland, scrub or forest these 

are mapped separately into the appropriate 

TASVEG units, not SRH. 

While there is an overlap in species composition 

with Spray zone coastal complex (SSZ), SRH is 

distinguished by occurring on well-drained deep soils 

and not on rocky headlands. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

 

Distribution 

This community is mapped on King and Flinders 

Islands and is common on offshore islands and 

inaccessible headlands and coastal slopes around the 

Tasmanian coast. Note that for this distribution 

image the symbology has been emphasised to 

improve visibility of community distribution. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

FUR, KIN, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SRH occurs in areas suitable for seabird rookery. 

Largely this is defined by deep near-coastal soil 

suitable for burrowing. The geology and parent soil 

type is not significant but is often of marine origin; it 

is the ongoing disturbance and nutrient input from 

the birds or the effect of wind-throw or fire which 

creates and maintains the vegetation community. 

Successional pathway 

The rookeries are dynamic. Scrub margins may be 

converted to succulent herbland or grassland by 

disturbance. Abandonment of the rookery would 

result in a succession to another vegetation type, 

although this may be slowed by elevated nutrient 

levels and other forms of coastal disturbance. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

Ground cover can at times be almost 100% with 

only burrow entrances and well used runs exposed. 

Seasonal dieback of Senecio spp. and bird activity 

may expose more soil at times. One or more of 

Tetragonia implexicoma, Disphyma crassifolia, 

Carpobrotus rossii and Rhagodia candolleana often 

form dense mats in SRH. Large herbs and woody 

succulents including Atriplex cinerea, several species 

of Senecio and Lepidium foliosum may be common 

or even dominant in some rookery communities. 

Small herbs such as Einadia nutans and Parietaria 

debilis may be common.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

The following documented floristic community is 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

13 Rhagodia candolleana – Tetragonia implexicoma 

succulent herbland; may also occur in SSZ
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Scrub complex on King Island (SSK) 

General description 

SSK comprises a successional series from sedgeland 

to heathland to scrub. The community is complex in 

its structure and species diversity. In some places it 

occurs as a tight mosaic of the different structural 

units while in other places one of these units will 

cover large areas. The sedgeland is characterised by 

sclerophyllous graminoids, the heathlands by low 

shrubs, and the scrub by myrtaceous species in 

addition to species of Acacia, Banksia and 

Allocasuarina. Occasional emergent Eucalyptus spp. 

may be present. 

 

Lavinia State Reserve, King Island. Richard Schahinger. 

Example locality 

Lavinia State Reserve, King Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SSK typically occurs on acidic sandy soils in the 

Eldorado Land System and other undulating flats on 

King Island. While the scrub component of SSK in 

better drained positions is floristically similar to 

Leptospermum scoparium heathland and scrub 

(SLS), the latter is associated with more fertile 

substrates on other land systems. Other 

communities – Eucalyptus globulus King Island forest 

(WGK), King Island eucalypt woodland (DKW) and 

Melaleuca ericifolia swamp forest (NME) – also 

occur on acid sands and frequently grade into SSK 

units. However, they generally occur on more fertile 

and less frequently or recently disturbed sites. 

Small areas of Melaleuca-dominated vegetation that 

are not readily discernible on aerial photographs are 

incorporated in this mapping unit, but finer mapping 

would result in their re-allocation to either NME or 

Melaleuca squarrosa scrub (SMR), depending on the 

dominant species of Melaleuca.  

Areas of scrub, heath or sedgeland on King Island, 

especially in the Eldorado Land System, should be 

mapped as SSK unless they are sufficiently large and 

temporally stable vegetation matching another scrub 

or heathland unit.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SSK occurs on King Island, especially in the north-

east, central east coast and centre of the island. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

KIN. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SSK occupies wide areas of flats or undulating plains, 

which comprise the relatively infertile Eldorado Land 

System and similar habitats elsewhere on King Island. 

Spatial variation within the vegetation of this 

mapping unit relates primarily to site drainage and 

fire history, and sometimes soil type and depth. 

These attributes vary considerably over short 

distances which creates the mosaic observed in the 
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vegetation. Sedgelands may be the most ephemeral 

and least extensive component of the mosaic, 

depending on the extent of soil disturbance.  

Successional pathway 

SSK comprises a successional series from sedgeland 

to heathland to scrub. Wet scrub vegetation 

succeeds the wet heathlands after a site has 

remained fire-free for about 8–10 years. Rapid 

recovery back to scrub following fire may not occur 

if peat soils are severely degraded. 

Succession to woodland and forest vegetation is 

slow due to the low fertility and waterlogging of 

habitats occupied by SSK. 

Vegetation composition and structure 

Sedgeland areas of SSK are characterised by a dense 

stratum of sclerophyllous graminoids including 

Patersonia fragilis, Xyris muelleri, X. marginata, 

Sporadanthus tasmanicus and Empodisma minus, 

with Lepidosperma concavum on dry ridges. Some 

prostrate and erect shrubs may be present, 

becoming more prominent as sedgeland succeeds to 

heathland (see below). The ground layer consists of 

pteridophytes and geophytes such as Lindsaea 

linearis, Selaginella uliginosa, Schizaea fistulosa, 

Drosera spp., Mitrasacme pilosa, Xanthosia 

tridentata and Utricularia lateriflora, as well as 

various orchids.  

Heathland areas are typically dominated by 

Leptospermum scoparium, Banksia marginata and 

Allocasuarina monilifera. Banksia marginata and 

Allocasuarina monilifera tend to be less frequent at 

more waterlogged locations. Frequent shrubs include 

Leucopogon ericoides, Hibbertia prostrata, Pimelea 

linifolia, Amperea xiphoclada, Leptecophylla 

juniperina, Acacia mucronata, Aotus ericoides, 

Epacris impressa and Dillwynia glaberrima. Melaleuca 

squarrosa, Sprengelia incarnata and Bauera rubioides 

are frequent on wetter sites. Aotus ericoides, 

Hibbertia prostrata and Dillwynia glaberrima are 

more common where drainage is good. The 

diversity of the shrub layer tends to decrease as the 

community progresses towards scrub.  

Mallee-form Eucalyptus viminalis and E. ovata are 

present in some areas, the former being generally 

restricted to rises and drier sites.   

Common graminoid species include Dianella 

tasmanica, Lepidosperma concavum and Gahnia 

grandis. On wetter ground Empodisma minus and 

Sporadanthus tasmanicus are frequent. Many of the 

ground-layer species common in sedgeland are 

absent due to shading. This heath, which grades into 

scrub, forms part of the floristic range of SLS but is 

mapped as SSK on King Island where the extent is 

too small or complex to map separately. 

Scrub areas are dominated by Leptospermum 

scoparium and/or Melaleuca squarrosa along with 

Acacia mucronata, Banksia marginata, Allocasuarina 

monilifera, A. verticillata and Monotoca glauca. 

Eucalyptus viminalis and/or E. ovata may be 

emergent at drier sites. Due to the less dense nature 

of the vegetation, heathland species such as 

Leucopogon ericoides, Leptecophylla juniperina, 

Pimelea linifolia, Epacris impressa and Ehrharta 

distichophylla often persist. In wetter areas 

Empodisma minus is a common understorey species, 

with Gahnia grandis and Baloskion tetraphyllum 

being less common. Where the canopy is more 

open, the grass, rush and herb species listed in the 

sedgeland and heathland descriptions may persist. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

There are several heathland, scrub and sedgeland 

floristic communities that may occur in SSK. 

However, floristic studies of this unique vegetation 

mosaic are limited to the recent study of the Lavinia 

State Reserve carried out by Corbett in 2011. 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Heath: 

34 Pultenaea juniperina–Gonocarpus humilis heath; also 

occurs in Coastal heathland (SCH) & SLS 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

C2 Depauperate coastal paperbark swamp forest; also 

occurs in NME 

F1 Depauperate tea-tree scrub forest; also occurs in 

Leptospermum scoparium – Acacia mucronata forest 

(NLA) & Western regrowth complex (SWR) 

F2 Depauperate tea-tree/paperbark scrub forest; also 

occurs in NME 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Scented paperback wet heath; also occurs in Melaleuca 

squarrosa scrub (SMR) 
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Spray zone coastal complex (SSZ) 

General description 

SSZ is a wind-pruned salt-affected low vegetation 

complex comprising heathland and succulent 

herbfield. It occurs on high-energy coastlines subject 

to extreme salt spray and often inundation. 

The community is a mosaic that includes the supra-

littoral zone vegetation and adjacent heathland or 

shrubland dominated by coastal elements. It lacks 

myrtaceous dominants and is structurally limited due 

to exposure. It occurs on coastal slopes and cliffs 

and contains a suite of highly salt-tolerant species 

and species obligate to the coastal zone. SSZ may 

include elements of other mapping units, though 

their spatial scale makes them difficult or impossible 

to map separately. 

 

Seal Rocks, King Island. Stephen Harris. 

Example locality 

Seal Rocks State Reserve, King Island. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SSZ has a distinct ecological niche and a high 

proportion of obligate coastal species. 

SSZ differs from Heathland on calcareous substrates 

(SCL), Coastal scrub (SSC) and Coastal heathland 

(SCH) by having distinctive halophytic species such 

as Sarcocornia quinqueflora, Austrostipa stipoides, 

Carpobrotus rossii and Disphyma crassifolium. While 

there is an overlap in species composition with 

Rookery halophytic herbland (SRH), SSZ is 

distinguished by occurring on rocky headlands and 

not on well-drained deep soils. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SSZ occurs on exposed rocky slopes of the 

Tasmanian coast, particularly common in the north 

and north-west and the islands of Bass Strait. This 

community is currently under-mapped. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

KIN, TWE (but probably also in FUR, TNS).  

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

This community is primarily associated with rocky 

areas along high-energy coastlines. Plants at these 

sites are fully exposed to the prevailing westerly 

winds and subject to storm surges and salt spray. 

The shoreline varies from low rock shelves and 

rocky beaches to steep sea cliffs. 

Some areas have soaks and creek-lines, sometimes 

with spongy limestone deposits (tufa) dominated by 

a suite of herbfield plants and occasional stunted 

shrubs such as Leucophyta brownii. 

Successional pathway 

SSZ community is stable due to prevailing weather 

conditions in the locations where it occurs. 
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Vegetation composition and structure 

The near-shore areas subject to extreme salt spray 

and often inundation support low-growing 

halophytic species such as Disphyma crassifolium, 

Carpobrotus rossii and Sarcocornia quinqueflora, 

with Leucophyta brownii and Alyxia buxifolia 

occurring intermittently. Succulents such as 

Tetragonia implexicoma and Chenopodium glaucum 

and herbs such as Apium prostratum occur 

sporadically, as do grasses such as Austrostipa 

stipoides and Distichlis distichophylla. Species of 

lichen encrust the rocks. 

A little further from the shoreline shrubs can be 

common, though they do not have the capacity to 

form a scrub structure. Species include Alyxia 

buxifolia, Myoporum insulare, Olearia lepidophylla, 

O. glutinosa, Leucopogon parviflorus, Ozothamnus 

turbinatus, Tetragonia implexicoma, Leptecophylla 

abietina and Rhagodia candolleana subsp. 

candolleana. Leucophyta brownii and Carpobrotus 

rossii also extend into this area. Herbs include 

Pelargonium australe, Lepidium foliosum and Lobelia 

anceps. Graminoids include Poa spp. and Ficinia 

nodosa. Species diversity and cover density increase 

in more protected sites. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

There have been no specific floristic surveys 

completed for this narrowly distributed community. 

The following communities may occur in SSZ but, 

unless they are too small in area to map into a 

separate community, are more appropriately 

mapped as other TASVEG communities.  

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Dry coastal communities: 

6 Atriplex cinerea shrubland 

13 Rhagodia candolleana–Tetragonia implexicoma 

succulent herbland; also occurs in SRH 

14 Myoporum insulare–Alyxia buxifolia–Correa alba 

heath; also occurs in Coastal scrub on alkaline sands 

(SCA) 

15 Austrostipa stipoides–Disphyma crassifolium tussock 

grassland; also occurs in Coastal grass and herbfield 

(GHC) 

26 Cyathodes abietina (now Leptecophylla abietina) –

Lobelia alata–Sarcocornia quinqueflora shrubland 

27 Westringia brevifolia–Plantago triantha– Samolus 

repens shrubland 

30 Cyathodes abietina (now Leptecophylla abietina) –

Dianella tasmanica– Nablonium calyceroides shrubland 

38 Leucopogon parviflorus–Lobelia alata–Isolepis nodosa 

shrubland; also occurs in SSC 
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Subalpine heathland (SHS) 

General description 

Subalpine heathland varies from a 3 m tall closed 

heathland on well-drained fertile sites to a short 

(1 m) and sparse heathland on rocky sites. 

Floristically it is quite variable, but prominent species 

are usually from the families Proteaceae, 

Epacridaceae and Fabaceae, with species of 

Melaleuca less common. Leptospermum lanigerum 

and/or L. rupestre are often important but never 

form a pure canopy. Scattered emergent subalpine 

Eucalyptus spp. may occur. 

 

Mount Wellington, below Organ Pipes. Sib Corbett. 

Example localities 

Mount Field National Park near Lake Fenton; eastern 

slopes of Mount Wellington; Laughing Jack Road. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

On the Central Plateau, shrubby subalpine heathland 

is replaced by Eastern alpine heathland (HHE) at 

1 050 m, with the loss of most of the Proteaceae 

and other tall shrub species. 

SHS is floristically distinct from Western subalpine 

scrub (SSW), which is a diverse scrub unit with 

Agastachys odorata and Cenarrhenes nitida 

commonly present and sometimes Isophysis 

tasmanica and Dracophyllum milliganii. Eucalyptus 

vernicosa may also be present in SSW and is absent 

from SHS. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SHS occurs State-wide in areas between 500 m and 

1 050 m altitude. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

Subalpine heathlands occur on substrates of varying 

fertility but are mostly well-drained. In most cases 

SHS is found on dolerite outcrops and is the usual 

vegetation on dolerite scree fields. 

Successional pathway 

This formation is widespread as an understorey 

component of montane and subalpine woodlands 

and forests such as Eucalyptus delegatensis dry forest 

and woodland (DDE), Eucalyptus pauciflora forest 

and woodland on dolerite (DPD), Eucalyptus 

coccifera forest and woodland (DCO) and 

Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and woodland (DRO). Its 

presence without an overstorey of eucalypts is 
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restricted. The extent of SHS is likely to have been 

increased by past tree-felling and other human-

induced disturbance. It is likely that, over sufficiently 

long time periods, overstorey eucalypts may re-

establish dominance in some areas.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

Subalpine heathlands are variable in composition, 

although they may exhibit low diversity. Prominent 

species nearly always include Leptospermum spp. 

(L. lanigerum, L. rupestre or L. scoparium) and 

Orites revolutus. A variety of other shrubs may be 

present, such as Oxylobium ellipticum, Baeckea 

gunniana, epacrids (of the genera Cyathodes, 

Leptecophylla, Trochocarpa, Epacris, Richea and 

Monotoca), Tasmannia lanceolata, Bauera rubioides 

and Coprosma nitida. 

Richea dracophylla is prominent around Mount 

Wellington and on South Bruny Island and Maria 

Island, particularly on poorly-drained sandstones, 

accompanied by Oxylobium ellipticum and, in damp 

areas, Gahnia grandis. 

Subalpine heathland is seldom treeless; the scattered 

emergents include Eucalyptus delegatensis, 

E. johnstonii, E. pauciflora, E. dalrympleana, 

E. rodwayi and, sometimes, E. amygdalina. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey of subalpine treeless 

communities has been carried out in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

Riparian communities (Daley & Kirkpatrick 2004) 

2 Eucalyptus open forest over Baeckea gunniana–

Gleichenia alpina–Rubus gunnianus–ferny closed heath 

(heathland variant only); also occurs in DDE, DPD, 

DCO & DRO 

Pelion Plains–Mt Ossa (Corbett 1998) 

Subalpine Heath (treeless facies) 

Vegetation of the Central Plateau (Corbett 1995) 

H Subalpine heath (treeless facies) 

Brown & Bayly-Stark (1979) 

1 Mountain top scrub and heath 

2 Scree slope mosaic
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Western regrowth complex (SWR) 

General description 

SWR is open sedgeland, shrubland or scrub 

characterised by disturbance-adapted species 

typically common in western Tasmania. This 

community is commonly found on highly disturbed 

sites such as the hills and valleys around 

Queenstown, Zeehan, Linda, Lake Burbury, 

Gormanston and Rosebery. 

 

Linda, Queenstown. Sophie Underwood. 

Example locality 

Linda Valley, east of Queenstown. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SWR is distinguished by combinations of Acacia 

mucronata, A. dealbata, A. melanoxylon and 

Baloskion tetraphyllum, with a high proportion of 

bare ground and little or no soil. More advanced 

regrowth has been designated as other communities. 

The community intergrades with and may include 

patches of Leptospermum scoparium – Acacia 

mucronata forest (NLA). Where regrowth 

vegetation is dense away from the Mount Lyell mine, 

it is mapped as NLA. 

The eastern slopes of Mount Owen and parts of 

Mount Lyell are covered in places with sedgeland 

mapped as Restionaceae rushland (MRR). 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SWR has been mapped on the hillsides around 

Queenstown, south to Mount Huxley and east to 

the Linda Valley and the slopes of Mount Owen and 

Mount Lyell. Small patches have been identified near 

Rosebery and around Mt Bischoff.  

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TCH, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

The area around Queenstown was extensively burnt 

in the late 1800s and fumes from the smelters in the 

first half of the twentieth century killed the 

recovering trees. High rainfall and repeated firing on 

the steep slopes has removed up to 30 cm of soil, 

resulting in much of the area being exposed 

bedrock, cobbles and gravels. The community is an 

artefact of early mining and pioneer activity. 

Successional pathway 

SWR colonises high rainfall areas which have been 

deforested and severely eroded. Arson and wildfires 

slow down vegetation recovery and maintain this 

vegetation as SWR. With sufficient time for soil to 

develop SWR will be replaced by a range of scrub 

and forest formations depending on local 

environmental factors. The original vegetation 

consisted mostly of rainforest and included the fire 
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sensitive conifers Athrotaxis selaginoides (e.g. Mt 

Lyell) and Lagarostrobos franklinii (along rivers). On 

the higher mountaintops (e.g. Mt Owen) the 

vegetation originally graded into subalpine Eucalyptus 

vernicosa heathlands. Rainforest is unlikely to form in 

these areas for several centuries, while the fire 

sensitive conifers are unlikely to ever re-establish.  

Vegetation composition and structure 

On the bare hills around Queenstown, pioneer 

regrowth consists of moss and scattered Acacia 

mucronata shrubs on bare gravelly slopes, with a 

sparse cover of wind-battered Baloskion 

tetraphyllum. Where regrowth has advanced, 

Gaultheria hispida, Bedfordia punicea and 

Empodisma minus also occur. 

Regrowth shrubland is dominated by Acacia 

mucronata, Leptospermum nitidum, L. scoparium, 

Pittosporum bicolor, Nematolepis squamea and 

Oxylobium arborescens. In the least degraded areas, 

or those with increased soil formation, Cenarrhenes 

nitida, Agastachys odorata, Anopterus glandulosus, 

Telopea truncata, Phyllocladus aspleniifolius and 

Atherosperma moschatum may occur. On rocky 

ground, more open shrubland also contains 

Tasmannia lanceolata, Epacris heteronema, 

E. serpyllifolia, Gaultheria hispida, Diplarrena latifolia 

Sprengelia incarnata, Olearia spp., Blandfordia 

punicea and Persoonia spp. Lepyrodia muelleri, 

Sporadanthus tasmanicus, Leptocarpus tenax and 

Apodasmia brownii are common in areas where 

water lies and soil (mainly peat) can accumulate. 

Dead Athrotaxis selaginoides stags are seen below 

Horsetail Falls and on the southern flanks of Mount 

Lyell, with stumps of Eucalyptus vernicosa higher up 

on Mounts Lyell and Owen. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

F1 Depauperate tea-tree scrub forest; also occurs in NLA 

F3 Tea-tree mesophytic scrub forest; also occurs in NLA 
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Western subalpine scrub (SSW) 

General description 

SSW is a species-rich shrubland of western subalpine 

areas which have been burnt in the past century. It is 

highly variable in density, height and floristic 

composition but usually includes prominent 

Leptospermum nitidum, Eucalyptus vernicosa, 

Monotoca submutica, Agastachys odorata and 

Cenarrhenes nitida. At some sites there are canopy 

gaps with patches of graminoid species. At other 

sites, usually more sheltered, this mapping unit may 

contain patches of scrub with Nothofagus 

cunninghamii and dwarf Eucryphia milliganii.  

A facies of SSW dominated by 3–4 m tall Banksia 

marginata with subdominant Nothofagus 

cunninghamii and other rainforests species is known 

only from the West Coast Range. 

 

Ironbound Range, south-west Tasmania. Nepelle Temby. 

Example localities 

Frenchmans Cap; South Darwin Plateau; eastern 

slopes of the Tyndall and Sentinel Ranges. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SSW is replaced by Western wet scrub (SWW) at 

altitudes below about 750 m. SSW is distinguished 

from SWW by the greater prominence of rainforest 

species such as Agastachys odorata and 

Cenarrhenes nitida and heath species such as Epacris 

serpyllifolia in SSW and the lack of a well developed 

emergent stratum of E. nitida or prominent 

component of Melaleuca squarrosa.  

Highland Rainforest scrub with dead Athrotaxis 

selaginoides (RKX) has some similarities with SSW, 

but RKX is generally denser, has fewer graminoids 

and is often taller. RKX has constant western 

rainforest affinities, including Athrotaxis selaginoides 

remnants, and lacks Melaleuca squamea and 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus.  

SSW may include heathland vegetation which grades 

into Melaleuca squamea heathland (SMM). The two 

are distinguished in highland areas by the greater 

importance of Melaleuca squamea, Isophysis 

tasmanica and Epacris serpyllifolia in SMM, while 

SSW has a greater importance of Leptospermum 

spp., Monotoca submutica and Eucalyptus vernicosa.  

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

SSW is found in western and south-west Tasmania, 

generally between about 600–900 m. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

TCH, TNS, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SSW occupies wind-exposed highland areas that 

have been burnt during the past century. It occurs 

on sparse organic soils developed from siliceous 

substrates such as Precambrian and Cambrian 
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conglomerates, quartzites, Mt Read volcanics and 

granites. 

Successional pathway 

SSW is a fire sere community probably developed 

by burning rainforest. Without fire, SSW may 

develop into Leptospermum forest (NLE) or 

Leptospermum scoparium–Acacia mucronata forest 

(NLA) or, where eucalypts are present, Eucalyptus 

nitida forest over Leptospermum (WNL) or 

Eucalyptus subcrenulata forest and woodland 

(WSU).  

Vegetation composition and structure 

SSW is a mosaic of scrub and graminoid heathland 

with small patches of buttongrass moorland. The 

open and uneven shrubland canopy usually includes 

Eucalyptus vernicosa, Leptospermum spp., 

Agastachys odorata, Banksia marginata, Cenarrhenes 

nitida, Monotoca submutica, Melaleuca squamea and 

Telopea truncata. Nothofagus cunninghamii, 

Anodopetalum biglandulosum and Eucryphia 

milliganii may occur in sheltered places. 

At higher altitudes the understorey commonly 

includes shrubs of Bellendena montana, Epacris 

serpyllifolia, Richea scoparia, R. pandanifolia, 

R. milliganii, Persoonia gunnii, Orites revolutus and 

the herb Anemone crassifolia. At lower altitudes 

understorey shrubs may include Epacris heteronema, 

Leptecophylla juniperina, Lomatia polymorpha, 

Hakea epiglottis, Trochocarpa gunnii, Olearia 

persoonioides and O. phlogopappa. 

The ground layer in the more open shrubland of 

SSW may be well developed with graminoids such 

as Blandfordia punicea, Isophysis tasmanica, Astelia 

alpina, Oreobolus spp., Carpha alpina, Eurychorda 

complanata and Gahnia grandis. Low shrubs of 

Dracophyllum milliganii, Baeckea leptocaulis, 

Sprengelia incarnata, Boronia citriodora and Bauera 

rubioides are also common.  

The Banksia marginata-dominated facies of SSW on 

slopes east of the Tyndall Range includes a rainforest 

understorey with Eucryphia milliganii, Leptospermum 

nitidum, dwarf Nothofagus cunninghamii, Orites 

milliganii, Cenarrhenes nitida and Agastachys 

odorata.  

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Alpine vegetation: 

38 Nothofagus cunninghamii–Prionotes cerinthoides 

heath; also occurs in Western alpine heathland 

(HHW), Highland low rainforest and scrub (RSH) & 

Nothofagus-Phyllocladus short rainforest (RMS) 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

1 Leptospermum nitidum closed–forest/scrub; also 

occurs in Leptospermum with rainforest scrub (SRF), 

SWW, NLE & Nothofagus-Leptospermum short 

rainforest (RML) 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B15  Mountain copses; also occurs in Buttongrass 

moorland with emergent scrubs (MBS) & Highland 

low rainforest and scrub (RSH) 
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Western wet scrub (SWW) 

General description 

The community is a dense uneven scrub 2–5 m tall, 

with up to five species of Leptospermum and 

Melaleuca, plus Acacia mucronata and Bauera 

rubioides. Banksia marginata and Monotoca 

submutica are often present. Small trees of 

Eucalyptus nitida are emergent. 

 

The Needles, south-west Tasmania. Felicity Hargraves. 

Example locality 

Lyell Highway west of Collingwood Bridge; Arthur 

Plains. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

The community is somewhat similar to the 

moorland form of Banksia marginata wet scrub 

(SBM), but is distinguished by the presence of 

Eucalyptus nitida. SBM has Banksia marginata as the 

canopy dominant and is richer in graminoids than 

SWW.  

SWW grades into Western alpine scrub (SSW) 

above 600 m. SSW is distinguished by its general 

lack of Eucalyptus nitida and Melaleuca squarrosa, its 

higher diversity, the greater prominence of 

Agastachys odorata and Cenarrhenes nitida, and the 

presence of subalpine heathland and rainforest 

species such as Epacris serpyllifolia and Eucryphia 

milliganii. 

In western Tasmania, Leptospermum scoparium 

heathland and scrub (SLS) also has a prominent 

open canopy of Eucalyptus nitida. SWW is 

distinguished from SLS by occurring on wetter soils 

and lacking Pultenaea juniperina, Aotus ericoides and 

Epacris impressa which are prominent in western 

occurrences of SLS.  

Leptospermum with rainforest scrub (SRF) is often 

taller than SWW but has many species in common 

with SWW. SRF is distinguished by a greater 

prominence and richness of rainforest species. 

Leptospermum lanigerum is more typical of SRF 

while Leptospermum nitidum is more common in 

SWW. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. Taller vegetation 

components of SWW may occur in RFA NT. 

Distribution 

SWW is restricted to western and south-west 

Tasmania. 

 

Bioregional occurrence 

KIN, TCH, TNS, TSR, TWE. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SWW is abundant on peat soils over quartzitic 

rocks. It occurs from near sea level to about 750 m. 

It may sometimes cover extensive areas on slopes 

but more commonly forms copses on better drained 

rises within buttongrass moorland or occupies the 

ecotone between buttongrass moorland and wet 

forest. 
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Successional pathway 

SWW is a transitional community between a range 

of buttongrass moorland and scrub communities and 

Eucalyptus nitida wet forest (WNL).  

Vegetation composition and structure 

The structure and floristic composition in SWW 

varies with distance from the buttongrass moorland 

boundary, including an increase in the height and 

cover of Eucalyptus nitida and canopy shrubs, 

especially Leptospermum spp. Common shrub 

species include Leptospermum nitidum, 

L. scoparium, L. glaucescens, Melaleuca squamea, 

M. squarrosa, Acacia mucronata and Banksia 

marginata.  

At the moorland edge of SWW the understorey 

often forms an impenetrable tangle of Monotoca 

submutica, Bauera rubioides, Gleichenia dicarpa, 

Empodisma minus, Gahnia grandis and Blandfordia 

punicea. With distance away from the edge the 

understorey becomes more open and separates 

from the canopy. Rainforest species such as 

Phyllocladus aspleniifolius, Anodopetalum 

biglandulosum and Cenarrhenes nitida may also 

occur in the understorey at the forest edge or copse 

centre. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Buttongrass moorland: 

B12   Dry copses; also occurs in Buttongrass moorland 

with emergent scrubs (MBS), Eucalyptus nitida dry 

forest and woodland (DNI) & Wet heathland (SHW) 

B13  Wet copses; also occurs in Melaleuca squarrosa 

scrub (SMR), Leptospermum lanigerum–Melaleuca 

squarrosa swamp forest (NLM), Buttongrass moorland 

with emergent scrubs (MBS), Eucalyptus nitida forest 

over Leptospermum (WNL), Eucalyptus ovata forest 

and woodland (DOV) 

Other forest/scrub communities: 

1 Leptospermum nitidum closed-forest/scrub; also 

occurs in Western alpine scrub (SSW), SRF, 

Leptospermum forest (NLE) & Nothofagus-

Leptospermum short rainforest (RML) 
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Wet heathland (SHW) 

General description 

The community is a sclerophyllous and floristically 

diverse wet heathland generally 1–2 (–3) m often 

containing Melaleuca spp. with a dense sedgy ground 

cover of Restionaceae and Cyperaceae species. 

Scattered emergent Eucalyptus rodwayi or E. ovata 

trees can be common. SHW generally lacks a clear 

dominant. SHW is not mapped in the Tasmanian 

West Bioregion. 

 

North-east Tasmania. Stephen Harris  

Example locality 

Snow Hill, Eastern Tiers. 

Distinguishing features and similar 

communities 

SHW occurs on poorly-drained sites at altitudes 

below 800 m. It is not dominated by any one 

species and is floristically diverse. SHW shares many 

species with other communities, but is distinctive in 

a number of important respects. 

Western wet scrub (SWW) occurs on siliceous 

substrates in western Tasmania with Leptospermum 

nitidum important and emergent Eucalyptus nitida 

common. 

SHW can be distinguished from Coastal heathland 

(SCH) by its paucity of Fabaceae spp. (exceptions 

may be Pultenaea dentata or Almaleea 

subumbellata) and the presence of species adapted 

to wetter conditions, such as Melaleuca spp., Epacris 

lanuginosa, Sprengelia incarnata and Gahnia grandis. 

Unlike SCH, SHW occurs in poorly drained areas 

but not on sand sheets. In some coastal situations 

SHW can form a complex mosaic with SCH where 

SHW occupies the poorly-drained swales and the 

latter occupies the sandy ridges. However, SCH can 

include localised occurrences of wet heathland 

within a complex matrix that is too indistinguishable 

to be mapped as SHW. 

Where Melaleuca squamea is prominent in SHW, it 

can be distinguished from Melaleuca squamea 

heathland (SMM) by the presence in SMM of a suite 

of western indicator species such as Eucalyptus 

nitida, E. vernicosa, Agastachys odorata, 

Leptospermum nitidum, Epacris serpyllifolia and 

Isophysis tasmanica. Swamps dominated by 

Melaleuca gibbosa are included in SHW. 

Scrub in which Melaleuca virens is co-dominant with 

M. squamea and sometimes Leptospermum 

lanigerum is mapped as SHW rather than 

Leptospermum lanigerum scrub (SLL) or SMM. 

RFA mapping unit 

Not covered by RFA mapping. 

Distribution 

The community is widely distributed throughout 

northern, southern and eastern Tasmania generally 

at low altitudes on poorly-drained flat areas, but also 

occurs in the Eastern Tiers, Central Highlands, 

Tasmanian Northern Midlands Bioregion and in 

coastal hill country such as in the Douglas-Apsley 

National Park. 
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Bioregional occurrence 

BEL, FUR, KIN, TCH, TNM, TNS, TSE, TSR. 

Site characteristics, habitat and ecology 

SHW occurs where there are poorly-drained peaty 

soils or flat valleys with impeded drainage. This 

includes higher altitude areas where cold air ponding 

occurs on some flat areas, typically in creek 

headwaters. 

Successional pathway 

In the absence of fire the community can succeed to 

scrub and then, if eucalypts are present, woodland 

such as Eucalyptus ovata forest and woodland 

(DOV), Eucalyptus rodwayi forest and woodland 

(DRO), Eucalyptus amygdalina coastal forest and 

woodland (DAC). 

Vegetation composition and structure 

SHW is typically diverse and can reach up to 3 m in 

height. Dominant shrubs comprise a combination of 

Melaleuca squamea, M. gibbosa, Leptospermum spp., 

Acacia verticillata, A. mucronata, Banksia marginata 

and sometimes Hakea teretifolia and H. epiglottis. 

Epacris obtusifolia, E. lanuginosa, Boronia parviflora 

and Gahnia grandis may be common. Other 

characteristic shrubs include Bauera rubioides, 

Philotheca virgata, Leptospermum scoparium, 

Melaleuca virens, Epacris gunnii, E. lanuginosa, 

Sprengelia incarnata and Sphaerolobium minus. 

There are usually scattered emergent Eucalyptus 

rodwayi or E. ovata trees. 

A dense ground cover of species of Restionaceae 

and Cyperaceae is typical, with species such as 

Lepidosperma filiforme, Baloskion australe, 

Diplarrena moraea, Gahnia grandis, Leptocarpus 

tenax, Empodisma minus, Schoenus lepidosperma, 

Tetraria capillaris and Xyris spp. common. 

Gymnoschoenus sphaerocephalus is sometimes 

present. The ferns, Lindsaea linearis and Gleichenia 

dicarpa, and the clubmoss, Selaginella uliginosa, are 

usually present. Ground cover is typically 100%. 

Floristic communities equivalent to this 

mapping unit 

No systematic botanical survey has been carried out 

for non-coastal scrub communities in Tasmania, but 

the following documented floristic communities are 

noted: 

The reservation status of Tasmanian vascular plant 

communities (Kirkpatrick et al 1995) 

Buttongrass Moorland: 

B12  Dry copses; also occurs in SWW, Buttongrass 

moorland with emergent shrubs (MBS) & Eucalyptus 

nitida dry forest and woodland (DNI) 

E3 Sedgey Melaleuca gibbosa; also occurs in Eastern 

buttongrass moorland (MBE),  

E5 Dry eastern heathy; also occurs in Buttongrass 

moorland with emergent shrubs (MBS) 

Heath: 

1 Leucopogon australis–Melaleuca squamea heath 

2 Schoenus tenuissimus (now Schoenus lepidosperma 

subsp. lepidosperma)–Epacris lanuginosa–Empodisma 

minus heath 

3 Melaleuca gibbosa–Bauera rubioides heath 

4 Sprengelia incarnata–Bauera rubioides–Lepidosperma 

filiforme heath; 

5 Sprengelia incarnata–Gymnoschoenus 

sphaerocephalus–Xyris spp. heath; also occurs in MBS 

& Western lowland sedgeland (MSW) 

6 Boronia parviflora–Banksia marginata–Leptocarpus 

tenax heath 

7 Leptospermum scoparium–Selaginella uliginosa–

Baumea acuta heath 

15 Gompholobium huegelii –Epacris lanuginosa heath 

25 Bossiaea prostrata –Melaleuca gibbosa heath 

26 Poa gunnii–Melaleuca gibbosa–Centella cordifolia 

heath 

27 Lindsaea linearis–Melaleuca gibbosa–Xanthorrhoea 

spp. heath 

28 Astroloma humifusum–Melaleuca gibbosa heath 

29 Melaleuca gibbosa–Argentipallium dealbatum–Drosera 

pygmaea heath 

31 Melaleuca squarrosa–Poa gunnii–Agrostis spp. heath 

The Disappearing Heath Revisited (Kirkpatrick & Harris 

1999) 

Black gum wet heath; also occurs in Eucalyptus ovata 

heathy woodland (DOW) 

Bracelet honeymyrtle wet heath 

Manuka wet heath 

Purple honeymyrtle wet heath, also occurs in SMM 
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