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The Running 
Postman
Our newsletter is named after 

a small twining plant that is 

widespread in Tasmanian dry 

forests (Kennedia prostrata)

The Running Postman 

will be published three times 

per year, and circulated to all 

the participants in the various 

Private Land Conservation Program 

(PLCP) initiatives, as well as other 

interested groups and individuals.  

The PLCP Conservation Covenant 

partners, Land for Wildlife 

members, and signatories 

to Vegetation Management 

Agreements now extends to over 

eight hundred people.  These 

people range from graziers and 

farmers with extensive operations 

in the Midlands, through to people 

with ten hectare bush blocks on 

the fringes of Hobart, with just 

about everything in between.  

More information regarding the 

PLCP (and an electronic version 

of The Running Postman) can 

be found on the Department of 

Primary Industries and Water 

website:

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/

inter.nsf/ThemeNodes/LBUN-

6B2885?open

In  
th i s  
Issue

This month it will be two years 

since the start of the PLCP and 

two years since I started working 

in this role.  It has been a time of 

almost constant change: winding up 

the PFRP, commencing the Forest 

Conservation Fund (FCF), new 

funding opportunities and new 

partnerships.  

A really satisfying aspect of this 

evolution has been the enthusiasm 

that landowners and staff have 

shown towards the changes, and 

the patience they have displayed 

when faced with problems and 

uncertainties.  

This month we will welcome the 

first of the FCF participants into our 

network of conservation partners.  

In the next few months we will 

welcome the first of the Gardens 

for Wildlife participants.  

Both of these programs have got 

to where they are through staff 

dedication and a concerted effort 

to harness the enthusiasm of 

landowners interested in getting 

involved in these exciting new 

conservation opportunities.

So, a big thank-you to all 

those involved - for both your 

enthusiasm and patience.  And to 

the newcomers to our program, 

we look forward to a long and 

productive relationship.  

This edition of The Running 

Postman contains articles on the 

new programs, and highlights 

some of the success stories of 

our existing relationships with 

landowners and other partners.  

The front cover features artwork 

created by one of our conservation 

partners in the north of the state.  

I think this is a great metaphor 

for what we are attempting to do 

through the PLCP; weaving the 

enthusiasm of landowners together 

with support from government 

and other partners to get a great 

looking conservation outcome.

I hope you enjoy reading this 

edition, and would love to get any 

feedback you might have so we can 

continue to make this newsletter 

interesting and relevant.

On the cover: Detail of Jennifer Leis’ weaving. See story on page 9. 

Above: The Running Postman (Kennedia prostrata). Photo by Dr Greg Jordan, UTAS.

“Tasmania has fantastic 
opportunities for nature 
conservation on private 
land. We aim to work 
with you to make the 
most of them”  

John Harkin
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Message  f rom the Progr am Manager

We recently farewelled Peter 

Voller from the PLCP after he was 

promoted to manage the Land 

Conservation Branch within DPIW.  In 

spite of Peter’s relatively short stint 

with us, the program really benefited 

from his experience, enthusiasm and 

breadth of skills.

Dean Vincent has replaced Peter in 

his role as PAPL Coordinator.  Some 

of you will remember Dean from 

his time as Stewardship Officer with 

the PLCP until January 2007.  Dean 

has been working as the Weeds 

of National Significance Gorse 

Coordinator since then, and brings 

excellent skills back into the program.

The other recent arrival is Annika 

Everaardt.  Annika has moved down 

from Sydney to take up a new 

position in the program that will focus 

on coordinating the various processes 

necessary to establishing conservation 

covenants, and liaising with our 

program partners.  Annika’s recent 

work has been in coordinating species 

management and in community 

conservation programs, as well as 

a PhD in biological sciences (small 

mammal ecology).

Both of these positions are 

permanent and by the end of this year 

we should have twelve permanent 

positions in the program, up from 

three this time last year.  We hope 

that this will make it easier for all of us 

to communicate regularly and work 

more effectively over the long term.

Arrivals  and Departures



Private Forest Reserve Program 
– in  rev iew

The Private Forest Reserves 

Program (PFRP) was set up in the 

late 1990’s as part of the Tasmanian 

Regional Forest Agreement 

to encourage conservation of 

high conservation value forest 

communities on private land.  

Funding for the program came 

from both the State and Australian 

Governments to provide financial 

incentives and assistance for 

landholders to enter into binding 

conservation agreements on their 

land.

The program was wound up in 

2006, and Brian Gilligan Consulting 

recently completed a review 

of the program’s outcomes.  

This review looked at the 

achievements of the program as 

well as recommendations for future 

programs of this type.

The review found that the PFRP 

has made a significant contribution 

towards the establishment of a 

Comprehensive, Adequate and 

Representative (CAR) reserve 

system in Tasmania.  In gross terms 

a total of 247 properties have been 

secured in perpetuity representing 

approximately 38,400 hectares 

of forest country managed for 

conservation on private land.

The review goes further to 

state “While these statistics are 

impressive the real worth of the 

program has been the contribution 

to (national conservation) CAR 

targets”.  The program benefited 

from the development of a strategic 

approach to selection of properties 

that was firmly based on sound 

scientific principles and information.  

Private reserves established under 

PFRP include habitat for many of 

Tasmania’s endangered, vulnerable 

and rare species, some of which 

are no longer found elsewhere in 

Australia.

The evaluation report 

recommended however that the 

program needed to provide more 

support to participating landholders 

for ongoing management of 

reserves.  This included identifying 

funding opportunities, developing 

management strategies (eg for 

weeds) on reserves and providing 

a personal contact point for 

management of reserves.

The Private Land Conservation 

Program has responded to these 

recommendations through the 

establishment of permanent 

stewardship officer positions in 

Launceston and Hobart.  These 

officers have the specific role 

of supporting and working with 

covenant holders to improve the 

management of their reserves for 

conservation outcomes.  These 

officers also have the role of 

identifying funding opportunities for 

covenant holders.

It is clear from the review that the 

PFRP was a program that achieved 

significant gains for private land 

conservation in Tasmania, and 

provided an example for similar 

programs to be established in other 

states.  

However the ongoing conservation 

benefits will come in building 

and maintaining our existing 

relationships, and encouraging good 

stewardship of the reserves that 

have been established.

The full report can be found on the 

DPIW website:  

www.dpiw.tas.gov.au.

 Louise Gilfedder, (Senior 

Conservation Scientist with the 

PLCP) undertook a study tour 

of the USA in 2007 as part of a 

Churchill Fellowship.  The purpose 

of the trip was to learn about 

partnerships that encourage nature 

conservation in overall property 

management practices. 

Louise is convinced that the great 

conservation opportunities of the 

future will be on privately owned 

land.  “It is clear that community 

biodiversity conservation objectives 

cannot be achieved on public land 

alone, and these goals will never be 

implemented across a range of land 

tenures without strong partnerships”, 

she says.  “We need to include 

private land managers so that 

wildlife movement corridors across 

the landscape, from sea shores to 

mountain tops, can be protected or 

re-established.  We need to value 

what private managers can do in this 

important task”.

Louise visited a large number of 

farming communities and practical 

conservation organisations in the 

USA and concluded that American 

approaches to private land 

conservation have a much broader 

focus than those in Australia. 

There is an emphasis on landscape 

and catchment scale planning to 

underpin investment, incentives and 

conservation planning.  

There is a large number of 

philanthropic organisations who 

have a pivotal role in private land 

conservation in the USA, and in 

many cases these organisations 

work very closely with local 

farmers, industry and government 

to develop enduring conservation 

actions.  

Governments get involved by 

working on partnership approaches 

which reduce regulatory restrictions 

for landholders whilst achieving 

good environmental outcomes. 

Such approaches in the USA have 

the support of landholders as they 

result in encouragement to restore 

or protect threatened species 

habitat whilst cutting red tape. 

As Rand Wentworth (the President 

of the Land Trust Alliance) says: “For 

the many people who love their 

land, it is the best way to ensure 

that it will be preserved for all 

time”.

Louise has completed a final report 

of her study tour and she believes a 

number of key steps could be taken 

to further strengthen partnerships 

that encourage nature conservation 

in property management practice in 

Tasmania.  These could include:

• building market advantage for 

sustainable land management 

practices;

• forming partnerships to develop 

landscape scale approaches 

to the maintenance of natural 

systems;

• exploring ways to reward 

landholders for good 

stewardship;

• developing flexibility in the 

provision of financial benefits to 

landholders involved in nature 

conservation.

A full copy of Louise’s findings can 

be obtained by contacting the PLCP.

 

Photos (L to R): 

• Allocasuarina littoralis (black sheoak). 

Photo K Spicer. 

• Bison in Montana. Photo L Gilfedder. 
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Conservation  a t  the landscape sca le 
– the next  b ig  s tep for  Tasmania

“You can’t save the land 
without the people, to save 

either you have to save both”  



The Forest 
Conser vat ion 
Fund 
The Forest Conservation Fund 

(FCF) was developed under the 

Tasmanian Community Forest 

Agreement.  The FCF is a new 

market-based program that follows 

on from the PFRP which targets old 

growth and under-reserved forest 

communities on private land. 

The Australian Government 

Department of the Environment, 

Water, Heritage and the Arts 

is administering this program in 

collaboration with the Tasmanian 

government, via the PLCP.

The objectives of the FCF are to 

protect up to 45,600 hectares of 

forested private land, of which 

there will be a minimum of 25,000 

hectares of old growth forest and 

up to 2,400 hectares of forest in 

the Mole Creek area.  The FCF 

will support private landowners 

to manage their forest for 

conservation, using mechanisms 

such as:

• voluntary stewardship 

arrangements, secured in 

perpetuity through covenants;

• development of conservation 

management plans with the 

landholder;

• provision of ongoing advice and 

assistance to manage protected 

areas.

All agreements reached under 

this program will be finalised and 

managed into the future by the 

PLCP.

Progress to date

To June 2008, 64 bids for 

Round 1 of the FCF have been 

approved, with $10.6M allocated 

to landowners to protect high 

conservation value forest through 

conservation covenants.  This first 

set of funding will protect over 

10,000 hectares of significant forest, 

including 3,480 hectares of old 

growth forest.  The majority of this 

will be under perpetual covenants.

A separate component of the FCF 

is targeting karst forest in Mole 

Creek.  To date, the total area of 

purchases and agreements in Mole 

Creek covers over 480 hectares, 

including sections of the nationally 

significant Mole Creek Karst System.  

The funding allocated to secure 

these purchases and agreements 

totals approximately $2.7M.

The FCF also has a revolving fund 

managed by the Tasmanian Land 

Conservancy.  More information 

regarding this can be found on their 

webpage (www.tasland.org.au/).

The first covenants under this 

program are now being signed by 

the landowners and the Minister.  

We welcome these people to the 

program, and look forward to a 

long and constructive relationship.

Details of future rounds are still 

being finalised, but it is likely that 

an announcement will be made 

by September 2008.  The FCF is 

currently due to finish in June 2009.

The component programs under the 

Private Land Conservation Program 

(PLCP) have collectively helped to 

protect over 97,000ha of native 

vegetation in Tasmania.  Large areas 

of core habitat for threatened wildlife 

such as swift parrots, native orchids 

and alpine flora are now being 

managed for conservation on private 

land in partnership with DPIW.

The PLCP provides services and 

support to participating landowners 

across Tasmania.  The map below 

shows the spread of landowner 

participants in our component 

programs, and the coloured 

markers show examples of activities 

that the PLCP is involved with in 

partnership with landowners.

PLCP monitoring sites 

have been established to track 

long-term change in vegetation 

condition.  The detailed information 

gathered regularly on these sites is 

useful to guide long term strategies 

for management of conservation 

reserves.  The information is shared 

with state, national and international 

research organisations, as well as 

landowners, to improve overall 

understanding and uptake of good 

conservation practices. 

Non Forest Vegetation 

program 

 focuses specifically on the 

conservation of priority grasslands, 

shrublands, heathlands, wetlands 

and our special alpine cushionfields 

and heaths.

This program has worked with 

landowners to improve the 

conservation of these unique plant 

communities, while maintaining 

the productive use of the land 

where possible.  Financial incentives, 

information and property planning 

support have been important 

ingredients in the success of this 

program.

Research and planning   

PLCP works with specialist scientific 

partners at the state and national 

level to develop strategies, policies 

and programs that will encourage 

better outcomes for long-term 

conservation on private land.  This 

work includes developing strategies 

for dealing with climate change and 

the impacts of land degradation 

and habitat loss on biodiversity 

conservation.

PLCP Stewardship Officers 

based in Hobart and Launceston, 

help landowners with ongoing 

management of their protected 

areas.  These officers provide on 

farm advice and assistance to 

landowners with conservation 

agreements to ensure that the 

natural values on their land are 

managed in the best possible 

way to conserve biodiversity and 

maintain sustainable productivity.  

PLCP Stewardship officers also 

participate in field days and public 

awareness programs to help 

promote conservation.

Land for Wildlife  

is a totally voluntary program that 

assists landowners to manage their 

land in a wildlife friendly way.  The 

program is supported by volunteer 

field officers who do property 

visits to help and advise owners on 

biodiversity conservation.

Over 600 current members of 

Land for Wildlife are voluntarily 

protecting nature on their 

properties across 56,000 hectares 

of Tasmania. 

Private Forest Reserves  

protect priority native forests 

as part of the Regional Forests 

Agreement.  This program ceased 

in mid-2006, but conservation 

agreements with DPIW that were 

formed under the program are 

continuing.  This program targeted 

the conservation of important 

forest communities that are not 

well protected in state reserves.

Protected Areas on Private 

Land  

or PAPL, is a joint initiative between 

the Australian Government’s 

National Reserve System Program, 

the Department of Primary 

Industries and Water, the 

Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers 

Association and the Tasmanian Land 

Conservancy. 

The aim of PAPL is to encourage 

and support landowners who 

wish to enter into voluntary 

conservation agreements with the 

Tasmanian Government to protect 

important natural values on their 

land. The program contributes 

to the Tasmanian and Australian 

Comprehensive, Adequate and 

Representative (CAR) Reserve System 

by protecting under-reserved 

vegetation communities, freshwater 

values, threatened species and areas 

containing other significant natural 

values.

Conservation Properties 
& Reserves on Private Land 

in  Tasmania  2008
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Par tner sh ips  wi th the Tasmanian 
Aboriginal  Land and Sea Counc i l

The Private Land Conservation 

Program has recently been involved 

in a project working with the 

Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea 

Council (TALSC) to increase the 

information on natural values within 

Indigenous managed land.  TALSC 

received funding for the project 

via a Federal Government Natural 

Heritage Trust Grant.

In November 2007, an enriching 

three-day field visit to Preminghana 

Indigenous Protected Area on 

the State’s far north-west coast 

uncovered or rediscovered 

many biological gems including 

the endangered Preminghana 

billybuttons (Craspedia preminghana) 

the infrequently recorded 

greenhood orchid (Pterostylis 

lustra) and an assortment of other 

threatened species.  

Weed management at Preminghana 

is a major concern for TALSC and 

much time was spent discussing 

options for tackling gorse and 

other weeds.  Splitting up into 

small groups, PLCP staff scrambled 

through scrub with TASLC project 

officers and trainees, sharing 

knowledge of wildlife, bushfoods, and 

other ecological phenomena (such 

as an extraordinary ‘mound spring’).  

The PLCP greatly appreciates the 

opportunity to learn about this 

culturally significant part of the State.

In March and April, DPIW staff 

accompanied TALSC staff to three 

cave sites in Indigenous managed 

land bounded by South West 

National Park.  The caves included 

Bellawinne Cave on the Maxwell 

River, Kuti Kina on the Franklin River 

and Wargata Mina on the Cracroft 

River.  These remote areas are only 

accessible by helicopter and canoe, 

so little information regarding natural 

values had been documented 

previously.  

DPIW botanists and geologists spent 

three days on the sites recording 

vegetation and geoconservation 

features.  Much of the vegetation 

within the vicinity of the main 

cave entrances was found to be 

rainforest dominated by centuries-

old Myrtle beech (Nothofagus 

cunninghamii), however various scrub 

and buttongrass communities were 

also recorded.  All of these cave sites 

occur over limestone geology, and 

as such includes some interesting 

limestone dependent plant species 

such as the Limestone spleenwort 

(Asplenium trichomanes subsp. 

quadrivalens) and the rare Longleaf 

milligania (Milligania longifolia).  Rolan 

Eberhard from DPIW spent a 

considerable amount of time inside 

the caves gathering information on 

geoconservation aspects. 

The botanical and geoconservation 

information gathered on these 

trips will assist TALSC in identifying 

biologically significant and naturally 

sensitive areas of their land and help 

with ongoing management.   

For most of us when we think of a 

Private Forest Reserve, we picture 

an unspoilt area of forest that has 

been effectively preserved.  And 

although many such reserves exist, 

there are also many that retain a 

productive capacity beyond strict 

nature conservation.  Reserves that 

allow grazing, fuel wood collection 

and even tourism activities are not 

uncommon.  But there is another 

form of use, less often encountered 

but when seen the results are 

inspirational.  

Private Reserves are known to 

inspire the work of renowned artists, 

and in some cases provide more than 

inspiration but also the raw materials 

that feed their creativity.  Such is the 

case with visual artist Siegi Karl-

Spence and weaver Jennifer Leis. 

My first contact with Siegi was 

to discuss a fire that left little of 

her north-east coastal reserve 

untouched.  It was not the first 

such call I had made, and so I was 

surprised with Siegi’s more positive 

feelings about the fire.  I would soon 

learn her attitude spoke volumes of 

the nature of her work.  Much later, 

when I suggested that Siegi conceived 

a product from her reserve she 

was visibly disturbed and cautioned 

me accordingly.  “I don’t produce 

commodities, my work is more like 

an experience we can share.  My art 

is a kind of process, I suppose you 

could say it’s experiential”.

To demonstrate, Siegi sketched 

from memory a diagram of such 

a work produced for an art 

conference in Hobart.  Her piece, 

entitled ‘Earthlines’ used lines of 

apples and wheat surrounded 

then by white shells and sand, 

positioned upon the floor within a 

stunning and graceful circular form.  

Conference participants were 

then invited to ‘pick’ an apple.  Of 

course to do so meant they had 

to leave tracks in the unmarked 

sands and crack the delicate shells.  

I wondered how I would negotiate 

the piece, and how that piece of 

art compared to the beauty we see 

regularly in private reserves. It’s a 

provocative work.  The artwork no 

longer remains but the impression it 

left on participants is deep.  

When I joined Jennifer Leis for a 

walk around ‘Saddlers Run’ just 

outside of Deloraine, she brought 

my attention to plants that are 

commonly known but with qualities 

not commonly seen.  “I recently 

produced a wonderful rich dark 

gold from this Lomatia”, she tells 

while carefully examining the leaf of 

an example overhanging the track. 

The results of Jennifer’s considerate 

eye rest in her earthy weavings.  Soft 

hues are entangled with radiant 

colour in works that reflect the 

natural landscape from which they 

are born.  Jennifer’s knowledge of 

her reserve is detailed and intimate.  

Seasonal conditions and episodic 

events all play a role in her art.  “After 

blustery winds I collect the bark off 

fallen black wattle.  This allows me to 

collect more than I could otherwise 

and be a little more adventurous in 

my work”, she tells me. 

For Jennifer, her reserve is a secret 

and mysterious palette of colour and 

inspiration.  Her covenant secures 

the comfort she finds in wandering, 

appreciating and realising its hidden 

beauty.  

Siegi’s art experiences, although 

themselves often ephemeral are 

provided by the covenant as a lasting 

source of inspiration, no matter what 

life may bring.
Photos (L to R): 

• Gathering edible starchy tubers from a 
wetland at Preminghana. 

• Poring over maps at the camp site at 
Wargata Mina.   

Photos and article by Oberon Carter.
Photos (L to R): 

• Jennifer Leis on ‘Saddlers run’. 
• Dyed wool ready for weaving. 

• ‘Saddlers Run’. 
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Artist  in  Res idence



Creat ing a 
‘ layered 
garden’  for 
wi ld l i fe 
Sharing your garden with wildlife 

can be an enjoyable and rewarding 

experience.  Your garden can provide 

a safe haven for wildlife, with food, 

shelter, lookout spots, nesting sites 

and safe areas to raise young.  To 

provide for a diversity of wildlife, it is 

necessary to have structural diversity, 

as well as native plant species 

diversity to create different ‘layers’ 

of vegetation.  The understorey 

vegetation (ie shrubs, ground 

covers, grasses, herbs and vines) is 

a vital component of a healthy and 

diverse habitat in both the bush 

and the garden.  The presence of 

understorey vegetation creates 

physical structure and complexity 

that is essential for providing habitat 

for moving, foraging, resting, breeding 

and avoiding predators.   

Generally speaking, it is best to use 

local native plant species, as they 

have adapted to the conditions 

of soil type, water availability and 

exposure which occur in your area.  

They are also more likely to attract 

the species of birds, mammals, frogs, 

lizards and invertebrates that are 

associated with the local plant types 

and habitat.  

A great way to gain a sense of 

what you could plant and provide 

is by taking a walk in any remnant 

bushland near where you live.  

Many native plants species require 

little maintenance, they do not 

necessarily need fertilisers and many 

are drought tolerant.  Native plant 

gardens need not look messy or 

untidy as many native plants can be 

pruned or shaped, and can look very 

attractive when planted with other 

species. 

Plant a variety of native flowering 

plants to provide nectar, attract 

insects, or produce fruit.  It is best to 

have a diversity of food plants rather 

than too many nectar-rich plants, 

for example, as this will attract large 

and aggressive honeyeaters that 

may lead to a reduction in smaller 

bird species and many insect-feeding 

birds.  Create diversity and structure 

by planting ground covers, grasses, 

small, medium and large shrubs 

in clumps – and if space permits, 

include large trees.

To maximise habitat for native fauna, 

it is best to plant in clusters to 

provide dense, protective thickets 

rather than isolated plants.  This will 

enable safe nesting sites and shelter 

from predators.  

Providing a wildlife-friendly garden 

will benefit wildlife by giving them 

access to food and shelter.  In 

return, you will be rewarded by the 

pleasure of watching wildlife in your 

garden and sharing your space with 

them.  Wildlife in the garden is a 

great way to involve the family and 

educate children about protecting 

the natural biodiversity of our 

wildlife and their habitats. 

The Private Land Conservation 

Program’s new Gardens for Wildlife 

program aims to provide a source of 

reliable information and a network 

of support for people interested in 

encouraging wildlife back to their 

gardens.  

Gardens for Wildlife will be launched 

in the second half of 2008, and more 

information will soon be available via 

the PLCP website.

Iona Mitchell, Coordinator Gardens for 

Wildlife  

Weeds 
Index
The best way to find out the latest 

on weed management.

Unfortunately Tasmania is beset 

by many plants which invade and 

threaten our natural values.  The 

question is how to best control 

these plants without significant 

harm to the natural ecosystems 

that the weeds have invaded.

DPIW Weed Management Section 

has taken the lead on this issue and 

compiled a large amount of weed 

management information into one 

easy to use Weeds Index, listed on 

the Department’s website  

(www.dpiw.tas.gov.au).

Over 110 weeds have been listed in 

the Weeds Index.  Each is described 

with photos and has handy 

information in the form of a control 

guide (which lists the current 

recommended control methods) 

or a management plan that outlines 

the distribution and significance of 

the weed. 

Landowners can also access advice 

from one of the three DPIW 

Regional Weed Management 

Officers located around the state:

DPIW Weed Officers:

North West – 6421 7654

North – 6336 5429

South – 6233 3650

There is a long way to go to control 

many of the weeds in our natural 

bush, and there is much to learn 

about cost effective and practical 

approaches to their control, but 

through access to the most current 

information, and use of regularly 

updated websites, the task of 

managing weeds may be made that 

much easier.

You may be fortunate, as I am, to 

live alongside a katydid or bush 

cricket nymph (Caedicia simplex), an 

apparently common but extremely 

cryptic species.  For several weeks 

this small insect has been living 

in a mountain correa (Correa 

lawrenceana) near the front door.  

As it feeds its colours develop to 

match its food plant (the correa) so 

the predominantly green katydid is 

tinged with red.  

This is not the most dynamic of 

insects, but its almost motionless 

disposition does allow for close 

photographic scrutiny.  In the 

daytime it stands, head downwards, 

on a leaf; in the evenings this mostly 

nocturnal species ventures 7cm to 

the top of the Correa.  The most 

exciting thing it’s done so far has 

been to shed (and consume) its 

exoskeleton revealing tiny wing 

buds! 

Living in close proximity has made 

me curious about this creature: 

I’ve been fascinated to see its 

tympanum, the slit in its tibia 

covered by a pressure sensitive 

membrane with which it “hears”; 

I’ve wondered how, when so 

many other insects have hidden 

themselves for the winter, does 

it tolerate the cold?  Why are its 

antennae so long, when those of its 

terrestrial cousins, the grasshoppers, 

are tiny by comparison? And when 

will it complete its final moult to 

reveal fully grown wings that will 

enable it to fly away?

The garden of my covenanted Land 

for Wildlife property has only local 

native plants so I don’t have to 

venture far from the house to see 

a wonderful array of indigenous 

wildlife.  During the heat of summer 

when insect activity was at its height 

I watched, intrigued, as a potter 

wasp returned repeatedly to a 

patch of soft waterfern (Blechnum 

nudum).  With its mandibles it cut 

a small piece of the fern, carried it 

to the canopy of a nearby eucalypt 

and returned minutes later to 

repeat the process.  

Even after the weather cooled, I 

saw a banded caterpillar parasite 

(Ichneumon promissorius) resting 

under the veranda before venturing 

out to hunt for caterpillars for it 

larvae.  The potter wasp and the 

caterpillar parasite are just two of 

the approximately 1000 species 

of native wasps that are found in 

Tasmania.  Their mostly parasitic 

habits give an inkling of the delicate 

balance between predator and prey.

In his foreword to Wings: an 

introduction to Tasmania’s winged 

insects, an informative book 

depicting over 350 insects in their 

natural habitat by Elizabeth Daley, 

invertebrate ecologist, Dr Peter 

McQuillan, writes:

“The Tasmanian bush is stitched 

together by the activity of thousands 

of species of insects engaged in 

pollinating plants, dispersing seeds 

and recycling plants and each other”.

For people who have recently 

moved to a bush block, or for those 

who have thus far concentrated on 

getting to know the larger species 

such as birds and marsupials, 

becoming familiar with the beetles, 

wasps, and other insects that 

“stitch together” Tasmania’s bush is 

certainly an adventure.
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Photos (L to R): 

• Potter wasp on blechnum nudum. 

• Katydid showing tympanum on tibia. 

• Banded caterpillar parasite. 

Photos by S Lloyd. 

The f l i ght  of  the katydid  by Sarah L loyd
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Landowners interested in 

conservation on their land have a 

range of possible opportunities for 

funding and support.  The following 

programs may be of interest:

Forest Conservation Fund

- An Australian Government 

program being run in conjunction 

with the PLCP

- Details of Round 2 will be 

announced soon.  Round One 

closed on 6 August 2007.  

- If you are interested contact 

KPMG (Tasmania) via 1300 854 

456 or email fcf@deh.gov.au or go 

to: http://www.environment.gov.au/

land/forestpolicy/fcf/index.html 

Non-Forest Vegetation 

Management Program

- Property–based vegetation 

management agreements, 

conservation covenants, and on-

ground incentives for landowners 

to manage and protect threatened 

non-forest native vegetation, 

including grasslands, wetlands, 

heaths and scrubs.

- On-going assistance may be 

available from this major initiative. 

- Ph: 6233 8538 or see http://www.

dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/

LBUN-5WF6Q9?open 

Protected Areas on Private 

Land Program

- Voluntary Conservation on Private 

Land in Tasmania (conservation 

covenants and management 

agreements)

- On-going assistance available.  

Benefits include exemptions from 

land tax, rate rebates, expert 

advice, and on-ground assistance.  

Ph: 6233 6210 or 6332 1800.  

See also: http://www.dpiw.tas.

gov.au/inter.nsf/WebPages/SSKA-

6B56K5?open

Caring for Our Country

Open Grants is a transitional 

component of the Australian 

Government’s new $2.25 billion 

Caring for our Country initiative.  

Applications are being sought now 

for funding in 2008-2009.  Apply 

now and be part of this exciting 

new initiative.

Full details are on the webpage:

http://www.nrm.gov.au/funding/

open.html

PLCP Contacts

Stewardship 

Stu King 6336 5427 

Lyn Pullen  6233 3117 

General 

Annika Everaardt  6233 3654 

Land For Wildlife 

Iona Mitchell  6233 6427

If you have a conservation covenant 

over your property and are thinking 

of selling, you should keep in mind 

that anyone involved in the sale 

process (eg agents, lawyers) need 

to be informed of the covenant and 

its implications.  

Prospective buyers and new 

owners must also be informed of 

the covenant on the property title 

so that they can factor this in to 

their decisions.

A covenant may appeal to 

particular purchasers and should 

be promoted as a valuable aspect 

of the property.  The PLCP 

Stewardship Officers (Stu King and 

Lyn Pullen) are happy to talk to 

prospective buyers regarding the 

natural values and how to manage 

them in accordance with your 

agreement. 

We often find that buyers of Land 

for Wildlife (LfW) properties are 

keen to enter the program so that 

they can get involved in more active 

conservation management.  We 

therefore also ask LfW owners 

who are selling to notify us so that 

we can make contact with the 

new owners and see if they would 

like to keep the property in the 

program.

 
Can we help ?

Selling 
Proper ty ?

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT and CONSERVATION
Pr ivate Land Conser vation Program
134 Macquar ie Street  Hobar t
GPO Box 44  Hobar t  TAS  7001
www.dpiw.tas.gov.au
1300 368 550


