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Welcome to the Summer 2011 

edition of the Running Postman!  

Doesn’t the season look fabulous, 

wildflowers abound and it seems 

everywhere nature is renewing 

itself.  After such a long and wet 

winter, you can almost see the 

growth happening before you.

Since our last edition there have 

been a few changes in the team.  

John Harkin, the program manager 

for the past four years has taken on 

a new role with the Department of 

Premier and Cabinet focussing his 

many talents on the issue of climate 

change.  John has made an immense 

contribution to the growth of 

a private nature conservation 

community in Tasmania, his skills and 

abilities will be of great value in his 

new role and we wish him well. 

Our key partner in the delivery of 

new conservation agreements, the 

Tasmanian Land Conservancy has 

also had a change in leadership and 

we welcome Jane Hutchinson to 

the role of CEO. 

The recent Tasmanian Landcare 

Awards and conference held 

at beautiful Stanley was a great 

chance for conservation minded 

land holders to get together and 

celebrate achievements over the 

past 20 years.  I wish to pass on 

huge congratulations to John and 

Sue Wardle for winning the Primary 

Producer Award in the Landcare 

Awards and also to the Rubicon 

Coast and Landcare Group for 

winning the Coastcare award.  It 

was notable at the conference the 

number of people in landcare who 

share an active interest in nature 

conservation through membership 

in Land for Wildlife, Wildcare or 

through having a conservation 

agreement, what a wonderful 

network of like minded souls!

I hope you enjoy this newsletter, 

we are always keen to seek 

your feedback, contributions and 

suggestions.

 Peter Vol ler, Manager 
Land Conser vat ion Branch

On the cover: Platypus. Photo by Mark Wapstra.

Design and layout: ILS Design Unit, DPIPWE.

Photo:  The distinctive yellow spores of Myrtle Rust 

on Terpentine tree (Syncarpia glomulifera).  

Photo by Dr Angus Carnegie, I&I NSW.

Every landowner with a patch of 

bush has a major role to play in 

keeping Tasmania free of the various 

pests and diseases that affect 

mainland Australia.  A new threat that 

has recently arrived on the mainland 

is Myrtle Rust (Uredo rangelii), a 

member of a rust fungi complex that 

causes significant disease on plants in 

the Myrtaceae family.  This is of great 

concern to Australia, as many of our 

keystone forest species are in the 

Myrtaceae family. 

Myrtle Rust is spreading on the 

mainland and now extends from the 

NSW South coast right up to South 

East Queensland.  Indeed, it has even 

been found in a few nurseries as far 

North as Cairns.  Almost 100 species 

have now been affected.  It is not 

certain how susceptible Tasmania is 

to incursion by this warm, moisture 

loving rust fungi.  However, the Bass 

Strait islands, Northern and North 

Eastern lowlands and Hobart area 

are predicted to be sites with the 

more favourable climate for its 

establishment.

As has been 

so disastrously 

demonstrated in NSW 

and Queensland, Myrtle 

Rust spreads quickly 

and widely.  That is why 

Tasmania has taken 

strong steps to keep 

this disease out.  

All imports of Myrtaceae plants 

into Tasmania have been banned 

since July 2010 and all imports 

of non-Myrtaceae nursery stock 

must be treated with a fungicide to 

prevent Myrtle Rust hitching a ride 

into Tasmania on non-host plants.

Our campaign to keep Myrtle Rust 

out also includes active surveillance 

for any signs of the disease in 

Tasmania.  This is where you, as a 

landowner, have a major role to play.

With the warmer weather here, 

the tell-tale signs of Myrtle Rust 

(distinctive yellow spores on the 

leaves) are easy to see and cannot 

be mistaken as no other rusts are 

present on Tasmanian Myrtaceae 

species.  

While the range of tree and 

shrub species that are susceptible 

to Myrtle Rust is large, the most 

common Myrtaceae in our 

bushland and gardens include 

gum trees (Eucalyptus), tea trees  

(Leptospermum), paperbarks 

(Melaleuca) bottlebrushes 

(Callistemon) and white kunzea 

(Kunzea). Willow myrtle “after dark” 

(Agonis flexuosa) is a particularly 

susceptible garden species that is 

present in Tasmania.  

Please note, however, that yellow 

rust fungi spores can be present on 

other families of plants in Tasmania 

– these are not Myrtle Rust (e.g. 

blackberry and grass rusts etc) and 

need not be reported.

Please keep a keen eye 

out for the signs and 

if you do see anything 

you think might be 

Myrtle Rust, don’t 

collect a sample, as 

that may spread the 

disease.  

Instead:

• Check that the yellow spores 

are on a plant in the Myrtaceae 

family

• Take a photo

• Note where you saw it – a GPS 

location is ideal, but otherwise 

the best description of the site 

you can give

• Tie a ribbon or some other 

marker to the plant

• Report your sighting as soon as 

you can to the hotline  

1800 084 881 (all hours). 

The opportunity to contain and 

eradicate Myrtle Rust is no longer 

there for NSW and Queensland.  

If the disease were to turn up 

in Tasmania, we may be able to 

contain and eradicate it if, and only 

if, sightings are reported before the 

disease becomes well-established.  

So, please don’t delay if you think 

you’ve seen what looks like Myrtle 

Rust.

For more information go to  

www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/ and look 

up ‘Biosecurity.’ 

Bar r y Calderbank and  
Tim Rudman, DPIPWE
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Ident i fy ing Ecological Refugia  in  Tasmania

Land for  Wi ld l i fe 
at  Wesley Vale 
Primary School

In order to successfully conserve 

native species it is important that 

they be provided with places where 

habitat remains viable over long 

periods of time.  This ensures long-

term survival and allows time for 

natural adaptation to environmental 

change.

Those places that have remained 

fairly stable through past climate 

changes are called ‘evolutionary 

refugia’ or ‘glacial refugia’.  These 

places have demonstrated resilience 

over long time frames, which can 

act as the cradle for adaptation of 

a species to a new environment.  

An example of an evolutionary 

refugium in Tasmania is the huon 

pine rainforest on the slopes of 

Mount Read in Western Tasmania, 

which survived through the peak of 

the last ice age roughly 20,000 years 

ago (Kirkpatrick and Fowler 1998).  

‘Ecological refuges’ are those 

special places where species may 

be expected to prosper and adapt 

despite current or future threats.  

Such places may be relatively free 

from fire, weeds, pest fauna, plant 

disease, drought, flood or other 

calamities.  They must also be 

inherently resilient to climate change.  

Research and mapping of different 

ecological refuges in Tasmania has 

only recently commenced.

Ecologists and spatial analysts 

in DPIPWE are working on a 

project that aims to identify and 

map evolutionary refugia and 

contemporary refuges in Tasmania.  

This work will support those who 

are seeking to develop a reserve 

system that protects Tasmania’s 

natural diversity and promotes the 

evolution of native species in the 

face of a predicted changing climate.  

This work will build on and refine 

previous work completed in the 

mid-1990s as part of Tasmania’s 

Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) 

utilising assorted new knowledge, 

such as genetic research conducted 

at the University of Tasmania (UTAS).  

The identification of past refugia 

and current and future refuges is 

new and exciting work and will 

include partnership with other 

organisations such as UTAS and the 

National Environmental Research 

Program (NERP).  The work will 

include modelling climate change 

impacts to natural values so that the 

locations of viable ecological refuges 

can be predicted.  Other groups 

including Parks and Wildlife, Natural 

Resource Management Regional 

bodies and other stakeholders will 

be consulted through the process 

to ensure that the outputs of 

refugia work exist in a useful format 

for land managers.

The mapping project is estimated 

to take the next two years to 

complete. Initial effort is being 

focussed on drought refuges 

and fire refuges.  It is anticipated 

that new maps showing where 

important refugia and refuges 

occur will assist land managers to 

be more strategic in where threat 

abatement or conservation effort 

is focussed.  The identification 

of those places in Tasmania on 

private land that provide important 

sanctuary for species and vegetation 

communities will hopefully inform 

future private reserve programs. 

One additional benefit of this work 

is that it directs thinking into longer 

time scales.  Successful conservation 

depends on more than just a few 

years weeding here, or a prescribed 

burn there.  It involves recognising 

which places have previously been 

important for the survival of species 

and which places will provide refuge 

in the long-term future.  

Oberon Car ter
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Photos (L to R):  Nothofagus and Sassafras. 

Rainforest. Huon pine. Photos by Oberon Carter.

Photos (L to R):  Prep 2 pupils, Ben Chaplin, Lucas Timmerman, 

Molly Napier. Mr Thomas helps Lucas, Molly and Ben repair 

one of the Bandicoot shelters. Photos by Peter Tonelli. 

The school motto of the Wesley 

Vale Primary School is ‘Living – 

Caring – Learning’.  Wesley Vale 

Primary school is situated in a rural 

setting amongst rich farmlands in the 

hamlet of Wesley Vale on a section 

of the historic property ‘Wesfarm’ 

and occupies an area of 8.11 ha.  

The school was registered as Land 

for Wildlife in 2009 and since that 

time, the visual environmental 

modifications and improvements 

to the natural assets has been 

impressive and encouraging.

The recognised unique natural values 

of the School are the envy of many 

other North West Primary schools.

Along with the Land for Wildlife 

accreditation the school has signed 

up for the Leapfrog, Swift Parrot 

and Adopt-a-patch programs.   The 

school is a firm supporter and 

member of the Australian Sustainable 

Schools Initiative program (AuSSI) 

(see Issue 7, April 2010 p9 “Learning 

by action” for information about the 

AuSSI program). 

Over a number of years students 

have been helping to rehabilitate 

Andrew Creek, a local creek which 

runs through the school property.  

It has been transformed from a 

bare eroded state to a naturally 

regenerating bush environment.  

Board-walks and an outdoor 

classroom provide all students with 

the opportunity to experience 

nature and assist in maintaining the 

Andrew Creek nature reserve.

Students have identified and 

documented some of the dominant 

native plants in the Andrew 

Creek reserve and have erected 

information posters around the 

walking track.  Animals also have 

been identified through tracks and 

traces and also using sand traps.  

The Eastern barred bandicoot 

(Perameles gunnii), a threatened 

species, are amongst the wildlife 

that occur in the school grounds.  

They enjoy the open pastures at 

night and return to the natural 

cover of the creek during the day.  

Classes have made safe houses for 

the bandicoots using packing pallets 

and recycled material.  These have 

been put in place before the foreign 

undergrowth on the southern side 

of the creek is removed opening 

up the blackwood canopy over 

a dedicated walkway.  Students 

monitor these for any footprint 

activity with inset sand boxes.  One 

class has made posters about the 

animals identified and have placed 

these around the walking track. 

Two fenced off waste water 

ponds in the school grounds have 

established reed beds which filter 

the inflowing water to the ponds.  

These ponds have now become a 

haven for the endangered Green 

and Gold frog (Litoria raniformis) 

and other more common frog 

species. The endangered Central 

North Burrowing crayfish (Engaeus 

granulatus) enjoys the fresh flowing 

waters of Andrew Creek which 

originates from a continuous 

underground spring within the 

school precincts itself!  Indeed there 

is a healthy number of these crayfish 

in the seepage soaks of the creek. 

Encouraged by the schools own 

Sustainability Educational Co-

ordinator, Mr Rodney Thomas, 

all classes from Prep to Grade 6 

engage in the development and 

management of the natural assets 

for at least 20 hours each year 

under the school’s curriculum. 

Other endangered fauna of 

significance recorded on the school 

property are Grey goshawks 

(Accipiter novaehollandiae) and 

Swift parrots (Lathamus discolor).  

Extensive plantings of Blue gum 

around 10 years ago have now 

reached flowering maturity and 

provide valuable habitat for Swift 

parrots.  Other wildlife recorded 

are snakes, wallaby, ring-tail possums 

and the occasional Platypus. A 

small weir has been constructed 

to create a ponding section of 

the creek to accommodate these 

special monotremes.  

Wesley Vale Primary school is an 

excellent example of learning about 

biodiversity by integrating living and 

caring for nature. 

Peter Tonel l i  
(Land for Wi ld l i fe 

Volunteer Assessor)
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Platypuses  in  Caves 

Tasmania’s caves are biodiversity 

hotspots, containing species 

that have adapted to cave 

environments to the extent they 

cannot survive elsewhere.  These 

species are termed troglobites 

and all Tasmanian examples are 

invertebrates, such as beetles, 

harvestmen and pseudoscorpions.  

Caves also provide habitat for 

species that may inhabit caves on 

an occasional or opportunistic basis, 

but do not complete their whole 

life cycle there.  These species are 

termed trogloxenes.  Surprisingly, 

platypuses are a cave-loving species, 

one of several Tasmanian vertebrate 

trogloxenes.

Live platypuses are seen frequently 

at Gunns Plains Cave by Trish and 

Geoff Deer, who run commercial 

cave tours there.  Trish has worked 

at the cave since the 1980s and 

recalls that in the early days of 

her guiding platypuses were seen 

every day, especially on the 1.30 

pm tour, which became known as 

the ‘platypus tour’..  According to 

Trish, platypus sightings are less 

frequent these days, which she 

attributes to declining water levels 

in the cave.  The platypuses are 

mostly seen in the cave stream, 

but on one occasion a platypus 

was observed curled up asleep 

on a sand bank.  Except for Gunns 

Plains, there are relatively few direct 

observations of platypuses in caves.  

The evidence of their presence is 

mainly in the form of scats, burrows 

and other indirect signs. Evidence 

of platypuses in caves has been 

found at Mole Creek and Gunns 

Plains in the north, Julius River in 

the northeast, Gordon River in the 

west and Riveaux and New River in 

the south. 

The majority of records of 

platypuses in caves involve 

horizontal stream caves where the 

nearest and in some cases only 

known entrance to the cave is an 

outflow i.e. the stream flows out 

of the cave entrance.  Some of 

these caves do contain additional 

entrances of a vertical or steeply 

descending nature, but it is clear 

that these are not utilised as entry 

points by platypuses.  The cave 

streams are generally perennial 

watercourses that discharge into 

larger streams or rivers not far 

downstream.

In this context the presence of 

platypuses in tributary streams 

within caves is a natural extension 

of their colonisation of adjacent 

larger surface water bodies. 

Platypuses typically 

nest in burrows, 

however open nests 

have been found 

in caves which lack 

suitable sediments for 

burrowing.  

Such open nests have comprised a 

scatter of leaves and other fibrous 

plant material.  In caves which do 

contain sediments suitable for 

burrowing, multiple burrows have 

been excavated into riparian banks 

at various points along the cave 

stream way, often hundreds of 

metres from the cave entrance.

Burrows are generally elliptical 

openings in the order of 100 mm 

high by 150-200 mm wide.  They 

are commonly located no more 

than a few metres from the cave 

stream at the point of contact 

between sandy or clayey riparian 

sediment banks and the bedrock 

wall or ceiling of the cave.  The ends 

of most burrows cannot be seen 

from their surface openings and 

their depth is unclear.  A limited 

number of excavations have been 

observed to terminate after a 

distance of only a few hundred 

millimetres.  Such excavations have 

evidently been abandoned or are 

yet to be completed. Scratch marks 

may be evident on approach slopes 

and walls of newer burrows.

Burrows are sometimes surrounded 

by fans of excavated material 

comprising rounded clayey pellets 

approximately 10-50 mm in 

diameter.  It is unclear whether 

particles of clay merely become 

balled up under platypuses as 

they move about, or whether 

platypuses form the excavated 

material in this way to facilitate 

its removal from the burrow.  On 

flatter sites the pellets accumulate 

as mounds outside the burrow; 

on sloping sites they may form a 

swathe that extends down slope 

for several metres.  Clay pellets can 

develop through a variety of natural 

processes, but are not common in 

Tasmanian caves. 

Fresh platypus scats look like 

extrusions of mud-coloured 

toothpaste.  Older scats lose 

definition and become amorphous 

dark masses, sometimes furry in 

appearance where affected by 

bacterial growth.  They can occur 

in isolation but are more typically 

present as clusters on riparian 

sediment banks or bedrock surfaces 

on the margins of cave streams. 

Sediments on slopes 

proximal to burrows 

and otherwise 

frequented by 

platypuses become 

smoothed, compacted 

or entrenched.  

As undisturbed sediment may 

develop a whitish bacterial coating, 

slides and pads sometimes stand 

out from adjacent surfaces as 

darker muddy smears. Their 

alignment is typically a beeline 

between the burrow and the 

nearest accessible point on the cave 

stream.

The use of caves by platypuses 

may be more widespread than 

previously thought.  The direct 

observations of live platypuses 

in caves are uncommon.  

Nevertheless, platypuses clearly 

frequent certain caves and in doing 

so leave considerable evidence 

of their presence.  The distinctive 

scats, burrows and associated 

fans of clayey pellets produced 

by platypuses are unlikely to be 

confused with marks left made by 

other species of animal.

It is now apparent that these 

delightful monotremes are very at 

home in caves and likely to make 

use of suitable caves where present. 

It is also clear that platypuses are 

capable of travelling underground 

for considerable distances and will 

even nest and rear young there.  

Rolan Eberhard,  
DPIPWE Kar st Off icer

The full version of this article is available 

as Eberhard, R (2011).  Observations on 

platypuses in Tasmanian caves. The Tasmanian 

Naturalist 133: 36-43. The Tasmanian Field 

Naturalist Club Inc. is thanked for permission 

to reproduce this article in The Running 

Postman.

Photos (L to R):  Biospeleologists at work. Platypus 

burrow in a cave. Cavernous limestone Gordon River. 
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Creating bandicoot 
habitat  – conser vat ion in 
capt iv i ty 

Nature Conservation 
on the agenda at the 
Landcare Conference

Conservation land managers,  
Want to l ink up and share ideas?

As usual, Landcare Tasmania 

excelled themselves in presenting 

their biennial State conference and 

awards, this year in the beautiful 

town of Stanley.  175 delegates 

participated in some wide ranging 

discussions, and given this meeting 

marked the 20 year anniversary for 

Landcare in Tassie, it was a time for 

reflection on the achievements of 

Landcare and of the NRM Regions.  

Many of these achievements 

were foundational in supporting 

community interest in biodiversity 

conservation on private land. 

The Conference featured a Private 

Nature Conservation workshop 

session at which presenter Liz Petty 

showed us how planning can help 

in achieving conservation outcomes.  

She owns and jointly manages 

‘Clifton’, a Flinders Island cattle 

property.  Liz has actively engaged 

in a local property management 

planning program supported by 

NRM North. 

Through this process, areas for 

biodiversity conservation have been 

identified in the midst of a vibrant 

farming business.  

The decision to enter 

into formal and 

binding conservation 

agreements through 

the Protected Areas on 

Private Land Program 

(PAPL) was made 

much easier with 

the benefit of such a 

planning process. 

Sally Bryant of the Tasmanian Land 

Conservancy (TLC) reflected 

on much the same thing at the 

landscape scale. Partnerships 

between the TLC and DPIPWE 

have provided the thinking for 

identification of focal landscapes, 

areas where the greatest benefit 

for conservation effort can be 

made.  The process builds on the 

existing public reserves and private 

land flagged for conservation and 

identifies linkages and potential new 

areas for conservation partnerships.

But can increased protection of 

private lands make it connective 

enough?  What instruments are the 

best ones?   Iona Mitchell, Land for 

Wildlife Coordinator, outlined a few 

of the wide range of conservation 

instruments in use to date.  These 

range from formal to informal, 

binding and non binding, with 

various combinations.  It was clear, 

however, whilst many land owners 

do not participate in any program 

or engage any support, many strive 

to maintain or enhance biodiversity 

on their own property on their 

own terms.  Jo Lyall presented 

a range of considerations from 

the landscape right down to the 

property scale with a focus on 

wildlife conservation and provided 

fine examples of works undertaken 

independently by committed 

landowners.

Robin Garnett, co-owner of 

‘Rubicon Sanctuary’, noted that 

while there was a great deal of 

goodwill offered when signing up 

to a formal and binding covenant 

agreement there was not the 

anticipated level of support when it 

came to achieving the expectations 

outlined in the reserve’s Nature 

Conservation Plan.  Robin and her 

partner Phil Collier bought their 

reserve through the Tasmanian 

Land Conservancy revolving 

fund program.  The covenant was 

designed to protect endangered 

orchids.  It is a small reserve, largely 

disconnected from surrounding 

vegetation and requiring active 

management to maintain natural 

values.  This meant playing with fire, 

a daunting task.  Robin and Phil 

soon found that the information 

and support they needed was not 

available, so they studied, recorded 

as they learnt and are now keen 

and interested to share it.

Overall, it was a fantastic 

conference to be a part 

of.  Motivated organisers and 

enthusiastic participants left us 

feeling confident that the future of 

biodiversity conservation on private 

land was in good hands: yours.

Stu King and Peter Vol ler

“Now we are the owners of a property 

with a conservation covenant on it, who 

are our colleagues?”, “Do they share 

our hopes and concerns?” and “Where 

do they find the information they need 

to manage their conservation land 

effectively?”  These were some of the 

questions posed by Robin Garnett 

and Phil Collier when they took 

ownership of their 20 hectare block 

near Port Sorell four years ago. 

Robin and Phil found that managing 

their land in accordance with a 

covenant can be very complex, 

even simple recommendations can 

be hard to implement.  Ecological 

burning to protect their threatened 

orchids was a case in point.  They 

found through their attempts to 

find more information that they 

are not the only landholders with 

conservation land who are keen to 

learn and share their experiences 

with others. 

Cradle Coast NRM organised 

a field day for conservation 

landholders last April on the 

property of Gail Hart and John 

Dennett near Erriba.  Thirty people 

gathered to join discussions and to 

look at the way that Gail and John 

are managing their Callistemon pallida 

forest and Poa grassland.

Those who attended the field day 

really enjoyed the day and indicated 

they would like to have other 

get-togethers in future.  Most liked 

the idea of field days in their local 

region, although some said they 

would be willing to travel anywhere 

in Tasmania.  When invited to name 

key management challenges they 

had encountered, “weeds” and “feral 

animals” came up most often. 

The idea of forming 

an association 

of conservation 

landholders or stewards, 

inclusive of Land 

for Wildlifers, was 

discussed at the field 

day.  

Most participants said that it would 

be useful to be able to share ideas, 

information, and skills with each 

other.  They also wanted to link up 

with other like-minded people, to 

support and encourage each other.  

It was resolved that the idea be put 

to a wider audience.

How widely are these views 

held?  Were the responses of 

the landholders at the field day 

representative of the majority of 

people with land reserved for 

conservation?

In order to gauge the views of 

private conservation landholders 

more widely, Gail Hart and 

Robin Garnett have developed 

a questionnaire for landholders, 

initially to those with covenanted 

properties.  Gail, who was a senior 

academic before she retired, will 

analyse and report on the results 

in a future edition of the Running 

Postman.

Robin Garnett

Photos (L to R): 

Epacris impressa, in full flower.  

This area was slashed two and a half years ago.   

The black-tongue finger orchid, Caladenia congesta. 
The numbers of this threatened orchid increased in 

the second year after its habitat was slashed.  

Blue love creeper, Comesperma volubile.   

Photos by Robin Garnett.

Photos (L to R): Audience discussion.  
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What 
i s  that 
plant?

The beauty and tr agedy of  the 
breeding season  . . .

Wor ld Wetland  
Day (WWD) ,  
2 Februar y 2012 

It’s spring and there is a profusion 

of plants out there in flower.  

Sometimes, I only notice plants 

when they are in flower and for 

the rest of the year they tend to be 

invisible.  It can be difficult to know 

where to start to ID a plant that you 

are not familiar with, whether it has 

flowers or not!  I thought we might 

have a look at just a few of the 

resources that people I know use.

Traditionally, we have had many 

‘field guide’ style books.  The ‘Nature 

of the Midlands’, ‘A Guide to the 

Flowering Plants of Tasmania’ and 

guides like these are so well known 

they need no referencing.  Every 

year we are blessed with new 

publications like ‘Tasmanian plants 

names unravelled’ (Wapstra 2010) 

that keep building on the resources 

we have at hand.

On line resources have grown 

dramatically over the last few 

years and one that I use for native 

plant ID is a key produced by the 

University of Tasmania’s School 

of Plant Science, which can be 

found at http://www.utas.edu.au/

dicotkey/dicotkey/key.htm.  

It’s not necessary to know what 

family or genus the specimen 

belongs to as you can start with 

plant form.  If you have a deep 

interest in native plants consider 

getting in touch with a local Field 

Naturalists Club of which there are 

at least six in Tasmania.  Learning 

from other people is the fastest 

way to pick up on things.

Spring can be a good time to 

meet new weeds too.  One of my 

favourite books is ‘Weeds of the 

South East’ (Richardson et al 2007).  

This book is packed with colour 

photos.  If on line ID is more your 

thing try http://www.weeds.org.au/

weedident.htm for an interactive 

key developed by the Australian 

Weeds Committee.  

DPIPWE’s Weed Management 

Section is also a great source of 

information and advice for weedy 

plants.  Their web site is at http://

www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/

ThemeNodes/SSKA-52J2K4?open.  

This web site lists all our declared 

weeds and has information on ID 

and control, including fact sheets 

and statutory weed management 

plans.  The Weed Management 

Section has three Regional Weeds 

Management Officers who can also 

be contacted to give advice and 

love an ID challenge.

Some of you might be familiar with 

‘The Tasmania Weed Handbook’ 

(Hyde-Wyatt et al 1975) which 

has just been revised and reprinted 

and contains some amazing pencil 

drawings by Dennis Morris.  These 

images can also be seen at http://

library.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/public/

weeds/

Most plants can be ID’d with a bit 

of help from books, colleagues or 

friends.  Where they can’t be ID’d 

or where something truly special 

is found the Tasmanian Herbarium 

comes in.  The Herbarium is 

responsible for the development, 

maintenance and management 

of the botanical collections of 

Tasmania.  The specimens represent 

the permanent material evidence 

of knowledge on what plants occur 

in Tasmania, their distribution in 

space and time, their variability 

and a wealth of other information,’  

(TMAG web site http://www.tmag.

tas.gov.au/visitor_information/

about_us/locations/tasmanian_

herbarium).  This web site also has 

excellent links to other related sites.  

So, happy plant discoveries this 

spring and summer.  Try giving Lyn 

or Stu, your friendly Stewardship 

Officers a call and testing their plant 

ID knowledge.

Dean V incent .

Spring is such a lovely time of 

the year when many native plant 

species are in flower.  Areas of 

native bush are vibrant in colour 

with white, yellow, orange, pink 

and red splashes throughout the 

understorey.  For many landowners, 

there may be surprises of plants 

they have not seen before, or in 

gardens when new plants show 

promise of surviving and growing.  

It is often the way with plants you 

want to grow in your garden, many 

needing much care and attention 

and lots of trial and error to get 

them to survive and prosper – well, 

that has been my experience!  

This is also a time of year when 

much of our wildlife are rearing 

young.  

Birds are nesting or rearing 

fledglings, young mammals in 

pouches or clinging to mum’s back 

and of course young reptiles under 

bark or rock.  

It is indeed a delight to see parents 

with their young and is a special 

treat when they have chosen your 

‘backyard’ to live, breed or rear their 

young. 

But this is also a time when we 

must be more vigilant with pets 

to avoid disturbing or harming 

youngsters.  Even our own presence 

or activities can disturb native 

animals from their homes, or cause 

young to be abandoned.  

Sadly it is often a time when many 

inexperienced animals become 

victims of our roads.  When driving 

from Hobart to Stanley recently at 

least six young echidnas were seen 

dead on the road. 

Tasmania has a dreadful record 

of wildlife injury or death due to 

traffic.  Many are left dead on the 

road posing a risk to scavengers, 

such as the Tasmanian devil, who 

run the risk of becoming road kill 

themselves.  There are many drivers 

who do take care when driving, 

especially from dusk to dawn, by 

driving more slowly and always on 

the lookout for animals suddenly 

appearing from the roadside verges.  

Should you have the unfortunate 

experience of hitting and injuring 

an animal, contact the Injured and 

Orphaned Wildlife hotline (phone 

6233 6556) for advice or where to 

take the animal for veterinary help.  

If you kill an animal and decide to 

move it off the road, take care that 

you are not placing yourself at risk 

of being harmed by traffic. 

Iona Mitchel l

Before we know it will be World 

Wetland Day again and I will 

lament not having done anything to 

celebrate these wet muddy areas 

that have taken up so much of my 

life.  So I thought I’d put something in 

the Running Postman as a reminder 

that there are landowners out there 

who would also like to celebrate 

having a wetland and/or dam that 

supports invaluable, intriguing and 

irresistible aquatic fauna and flora, 

not to say invigorating for both 

ourselves and our stock.

The recent rains have brought 

many of our wetlands to life.  They 

are teeming with rejuvenating and 

regenerating aquatic flora and 

fauna, putting down provisions to 

maintain themselves during future 

dry periods, i.e. making hay while 

the rain continues.  

The Private Land Conservation 

Program (PLCP) are looking at ways 

to celebrate World Wetland Day 

2012.  Being a small group we may 

not be able to cover the whole 

State but are happy to promote and 

help where we can with celebrations 

of wetlands.  So watch our website 

space for information on events 

for WWD and contact Janet Smith 

(Janet.Smith@dpipwe.tas.gov.au) for 

more information and/or ideas. 

Janet Smith

Photos (L to R):  Baby echidna. Photo by Carly Lewis.

Native hen sheltering chicks. Photo by Peter Tonelli.

Photos (clockwise from top left): Oxylobium 
ellipticum (Golden Rosemary, a native) and Cytisus 
scoparius (English broom, a weed) – two similar 

plants flowering at the moment.   

Aotus ericoides amongst Eucalyptus tenuiramis.  
Cytisus scoparius (English broom).  

Ulex europaeus (Gorse) ‘what will to survive!’  

From a distance - is it a weed or native? Oxylobium 
ellipticum flowering productively some years after a 

fire. Photos by Dean Vincent. December 2011   •    The Running  Postman                       The Running  Postman   •    December 201110 11
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Selling 
Proper ty?

2012 : Austr a l i an  
Year of  the Farmer

Post or email

If you have a conservation covenant 

over your property and are thinking 

of selling, you should keep in mind 

that anyone involved in the sale 

process (e.g. agents, lawyers) need to 

be informed of the covenant and its 

implications.  

Prospective buyers and new owners 

must also be informed of the 

covenant on the property title so  

that they can factor this into their 

decisions.

A covenant may appeal to particular 

purchasers and should be promoted 

as a valuable aspect of the property.  

The PLCP Stewardship Officers are 

happy to talk to prospective buyers 

regarding the natural values and how 

to manage them in accordance with 

your agreement. 

We often find that buyers of Land 

for Wildlife (LFW) properties are 

keen to enter the program so that 

they can get involved in more active 

conservation management.  

We therefore also ask LFW owners 

who are selling to notify us so that 

we can make contact with the new 

owners and see if they would like to 

keep the property in the program. 

PLCP Contacts

Stewardship 

North:  Stu King 6336 5427 

South: Lyn Pullen  6233 3117 

Land For Wildlife 

Iona Mitchell  6233 6427

The Australian Year of the Farmer 

(AYOF) 2012 was officially launched 

by the Governor-General Ms 

Quentin Bryce AC and Glenn 

McGrath, on 12th October 

at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

Sydney, the site of Australia’s first 

European farm.  The Private Land 

Conservation Program (PLCP) 

is keen to see how our private 

reserves can become a part of the 

year’s celebrations. 

The AYOF 2012 will consist of an 

education and awareness campaign 

which includes a year-long program 

of activities designed to celebrate 

the contribution farmers and rural 

communities make to our National 

economy and society.

Vist their web site, http://www.

yearofthefarmer.com.au, to see 

how you can become involved.  

Activities and events include, school 

visits, competitions, expos and 

discounts on Australian produce.  

You can even promote your own 

event.  So lets get our thinking 

Akubras on and see what we can 

do to promote conservation and 

production in Tasmania.  

For more Information contact  

Janet.Smith@dpipwe.tas.gov.au.

Janet Smith

Just a reminder that if you would prefer to receive your copy of  

The Running Postman by email please contact the PLCP on 6233 6427  

or iona.mitchell@dpipwe.tas.gov.au

Private Land Conservation Program participants 

as at November 1, 2011

Number of covenants 657

    - hectares 79,782

Land for Wildlife members 801

    - hectares 54,802

Gardens for Wildlife members 426

   - hectares 1,806

Please note that some landowners are registered with more than one program and  
there is some overlap in the figures presented.

10
62

8B
L


