
DE PART ME NT o f  
PRIMA RY INDUST RIE S,
WAT E R and  E NVIRONME NT

GEOS P AT IAL INF R AS TRUCTURE BRANCH

( i n c .  Of f i ce  of  t h e  S ur ve yor  Ge n er a l )

Circular Memorandum

1 of 1

To: All Registered Land Surveyors

Date: 22nd December 2004

Circular No: 5 / 2004

Subject: Implementation of Survey Directions:
Transitional Arrangements

In Circular 3 of 2004 I advised that new Survey Directions are to be implemented, effective 1st January 2005, 
and that any survey certified after this date will be subject to the new requirements.

It has been brought to my attention that in the current development climate practitioners have many surveys 
that are substantially completed in accordance with the current Directions, but unable to be finalised and 
certified until after 1st January. The additional work required to bring these surveys into accord with the new 
Directions would be significant.

Consequently, I will implement a transition period of 6 months, in which any survey substantially completed 
prior to 1st January 2005 but certified in the first half of 2005 will be accepted if it complies with either the 
old Directions or the new Directions. The survey notes of surveys compliant with the old Directions must 
contain a statement qualifying the certification: 'This survey complies with the Survey Directions in force 
prior to 1st January 2005 as allowed under Surveyor General's Circular 5/2004'. Where surveys are not 
substantially completed prior to 1st January 2005 they must be lodged compliant with the new Directions.

Audit of surveys by the Geospatial Infrastructure Branch and examination by the Plan Examination Section 
of the Land Data Registration Branch will take account of the transition period. 

Surveys commenced after 1st January 2005 must comply with the new Directions. Surveys certified after 30th

June 2005, irrespective of their date of commencement, must comply with the new Directions.
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