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Welcome to Land for Wildlife News!
Yes, the long-awaited Land for
Wildlife Newsletter has finally
appeared!

In this issue we discover Tasmania’s
largest marsupial, the forester
kangaroo, the endangered
grassland straw daisy, how to make
your cat an Envirocat and much
more.

The vision for Land for Wildlife
news is to disseminate information

on good land management,
community events and programs
and to develop a community of
land for wildlifers who can work
together for better wildlife
management and conservation. 

To this end, if you have any stories
of your experiences in managing
land (things that worked, things
that did not), we would like to hear
from you as your experience could
help others. 

I would like this newsletter to be a
really helpful tool facilitating the
exchange of ideas. What articles
did you find useful? Where could
we improve? Give me a call, send a
fax or write to the address on the
front cover.

I hope you enjoy this inaugural
issue and I look forward to hearing
from you.

Christine Corbett, Editor.

The History of Land for Wildlife in Tasmania
The Land for Wildlife Scheme in
Tasmania has been developing
since 1992. In that year Sally
Bryant and Mark Holdsworth of the
Parks and Wildlife Service applied
to the Australian Nature
Conservation Agency (now
Environment Australia) for a
feasibility study for a Land for
Wildlife scheme (LFW) in
Tasmania, based on the successful
Victorian scheme that had been
operating since 1981.

A “Save the Bush” grant of $40,000
was provided in 1993 and Janet
Slater was appointed project
officer. She was supervised by a
Steering Committee with
representatives from Landcare, the
Parks and Wildlife Service and the
Tasmanian Farmers and Graziers
Association.

In February 1997 Environment
Australia granted $25,000 for a
project to develop a template for
the scheme as a nationally co-
ordinated program. This project
resulted in:

(i) an assessment and review of
LFW in Victoria;

(ii) an implementation plan for
LFW in Tasmania;

(iii) a template for implemen-
tation of LFW as a nationally
co-ordinated program.

Phase 1 of the project included
public forums to develop an
implementation plan. Phase 2
involved consultants Clive Attwater
and Veronica Thorp of Hobart,
who liaised with other states and
drafted the National Template and
the Implementation Plan for
Tasmania.

Following the success of this
project Natural Heritage Trust
funding was received in 1998 to
start the scheme in Tasmania. The
LFW project was integrated with
other applications under the “NHT
Bushcare” banner. Now the project
is overseen by the State Bushcare
Co-ordinator.

The part-time extension staff and
part-time co-ordinator were
employed last year and along with
their various Bushcare tasks,
worked their way through assessing
those properties that had registered
an interest.

Over 130 properties have now
been registered and a formal
launch of Land for Wildlife in
Tasmania is planned for late 1999.

There is an urgent need for
release properties for
rehabilitated wildlife reared by
the Parks and Wildlife Service
and Wildcare Inc. Carers of
Injured and Orphaned Wildlife.

Would your property be
suitable? You will need to have
an area of several hectares of
bush, preferably connected
with other bush areas and free
from roving dogs and cats. The
animals to be released include
wallabies, possums and
wombats.

If you can help please call
Yvonne Hill 6233 2520. Artwork by Andrew Smith

Can you provide a Home for Orphans?

The future of the Scheme seems
assured and its potential to grow
and develop is tremendously
exciting.

We intend to produce the Land for
Wildlife Newsletter every six
months and welcome your input.
We also will be sending out folders
containing notesheets with
practical advice on specific issues
relating to wildlife conservation
and land management. If there is
anything that you would like to see
an article about in the newsletter or
a specific notesheet about, let us
know.

Steve Smith, Senior Zoologist,
Dept. Primary Industries,
Water and Environment.

Ian Marmion, State Bushcare
and Land for Wildlife Co-ordinator.
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Caring for Cats and the Environment
Cats are superb creatures that have
been our companions and friends
for thousands of years. They seem
indestructible. However they are
hit by cars, catch diseases and fight
with other cats when left to roam.

Like us, they are a recent arrival in
Australia. Like us, they have
impacted on the Australian
environment in a way many of us
want to see stopped. Cats, feral or
domestic, instinctively kill native
wildlife. Even the most placid and
good natured cat kills lizards, birds,
frogs and small mammals. They are
supreme hunters, whether hungry
or not.

Some questions every cat owner
and lover must ask themselves:

My cat wears a bell. Isn’t that
enough?

Birds do not automatically
associate bells with danger. Also,
cats are very good at stifling bell
noises as they are excellent at
stalking. Only if a bird survives an
attack by a cat wearing a bell will it
learn to associate the sound of a
bell with danger. Very few birds
survive a cat attack!

What difference does a few birds
make?

About one
third of
households
have a cat. If
each cat
kil led a
native bird a
year, that’s
30,000 birds.

There are only 1,000 pairs of swift
parrots remaining in the wild.
Populations of native birds in cities
and bushland fringes have been
critically reduced by cats.

My cat doesn’t kill much.

Your cat probably kills more than
you know about. Tracking cats
using radio collars has shown that
pet cats kill on average 16 native
mammals, eight birds and eight
reptiles each year. Each feral cat
eats the equivalent of seven native
bush rats or ten native birds each
week.
My cat is well fed.
Well fed cats eat less of their kill,

but they do not kill fewer
animals. Cats hunt for
sport.

Cats are being scape-
goated. People are all to
blame.

Too right! Human
settlement accounts for a
massive loss of natural
habitat. Add to this
domestic cats uncontrolled
by their owners. Blame cats

for everything and it lets people off
the hook!

But my cat kills mice. Surely that’s
a good thing?

The control of rats and mice by
cats is not sufficient reason to leave
cats free to threaten native wildlife
as well. There are better means of
rodent control.

I keep my cat in at night.

That’s great. However, a lot of
wildlife species are active
throughout the day. Not just birds
are affected. Spend some time
watching your cat exercising .
Follow it one day and watch what
is chases and kills.

How can I change how I care for
my cat?

Introducing the ENVIROCAT.

Cat lovers need to change their
perceptions about what cats need.
It is a major hurdle but we must
adjust to a new idea, that of the
ENVIROCAT. It is possible to be
both a cat lover and con-
servationist.
Most Australian houses can be
easily adapted with outside runs
containing toys and structures that
excite your cat’s curiosity and
natural instinct. Enclosures can
complement gardens, on decks or
balconies and connect to the house
with cat flaps. Walled gardens,
fences and courtyards can be
simply and cheaply adapted to be
enclosed. Easily constructed
modular cat parks are also
available, endorsed by the RSPCA
and TAPS.
There needs to be a cultural
change in how we view cats. The
true cat lover in Australia needs to
consider a new approach in cat
management. The bottom line is

that cats and wildlife must be kept
apart. It’s no longer okay to let
your cat roam.

Cats will always be more adaptable
than their human carers. Kittens
raised as envirocats won’t miss
roaming and so will settle in very
quickly. It will be just as satisfying
for them to “kill” an old sock inside
as it would be to tear apart a blue
wren.

But my cat needs to be free – it’s
cruel to keep cats locked up all
the time!

“Freedom” and “locked up” are
emotive words. Cats living in this
type of environment have a great
quality of life and live very happily
within their territory. They are
being looked after to the very best
of their carer’s ability.

But my cat has a natural instinct
to hunt and roam!

These natural instincts can be
exercised safely within the home
territory, with the adventure play
grounds, toys, climbing frames and
play sessions you naturally provide
as part of caring for your cat. There
is no need for your cat to kill.

But my cat has always lived
outside!

Cats that are used to being
outdoors can be trained to stay
inside provided they are given
plenty of stimulation and
companionship. It may take a
while for them to adjust but cats
can learn to accept change and go
on to actively benefit from the
changed lifestyle.

Perhaps we can see now that we
are the problem, rather than cats?

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

Why should I change the
way I care for my cat?

Because it will live longer, be
healthier and happier and so
give you more pleasure. It will
be safe from car accidents
and will not be coming home
with “war wounds”. Also, it
won’t upset your neighbours
by scratching up their
gardens.

Increased community
awareness through education
will bring about changes in

the way we look after our
cats. Cat control legislation
can ensure the number of
feral cats are reduced, but cat
owners have to take day to
day responsibility for their
cat’s actions as well. Cats must
be seen as highly valued
companion animals (our
friends in fact) that deserve to
be responsibly cared for. This
includes safe housing within
their carer’s property. You can
raise a happy, active Envirocat
– the choice and power to
make it happen rests in your
hands.

Reproduced with kind permission from the pamphlet
Your Envirocat by Eva Ruzicka and the Tasmanian

Environment Centre and the book Envirocat by Robin
Stewart. Cartoons by Peter Cook.

Foresters on
Private Land
In late May 1999, the Parks and
Wildlife Service (PWS) sent out
about 280 questionnaires to
landowners within the range of the
forester kangaroo, to try and find
out exactly where the kangaroo
occurs and whether numbers have
been changing. The questionnaire
also aimed to determine what
impact the kangaroos are having
on farms within their range,
farmers attitudes towards the
kangaroos and their ideas on how
the kangaroo could be managed
and conserved in the future.

The result has been very good with
154 properties responding ,
covering over 300,000 hectares.
Fifty-three percent of respondents
had foresters on their properties,
12% have had foresters on their
properties in the past but don’t
have them any more, and 35%
have not had foresters on their
properties during the period they
have lived there.

Forester Kangaroos
The forester kangaroo (Macropus
giganteus tasmaniensis) is
Tasmania’s largest native marsupial
- males can reach 70 kg and stand
2 m tall! They have relatively large
ears and differ from Tasmania’s two
species of wallaby in having hair
between the nostrils and upper lip.
They often make clucking sounds
between themselves and give a
guttural cough when alarmed.
During the day forester kangaroos
usually shelter in thick bush or
shady forested areas. Mostly they
feed in the early morning and
evening , grazing on grass and
herbs. Forester kangaroos are social
animals that are usually seen in
family groups of three or four but
may occur in groups of more than
ten.
Foresters are common on mainland
Australia, where they are known as
the eastern grey kangaroo, but the
Tasmanian population has been
severely depleted by hunting and
habitat loss. At one time it was
reduced to 15% of its former
population. Forester kangaroos in
Tasmania are currently restricted to
three main areas: Ross and Nile in
the Midlands and the far north
east. Foresters can be relatively
common in local areas, but are still
at risk and are therefore wholly
protected in Tasmania.
Population regulation
In natural areas populations are
controlled by predation, mostly by
Tasmanian devils and eagles, and

by food supply. In poor years fewer
young are produced therefore
minimising population growth.
Problems and solutions
Wallabies and kangaroos damage
crops and pastures in many parts of
Tasmania. Damage in local areas
where numbers are high, or where
crops are especially valuable, can
be significant. Due to the large
numbers and wide distribution of
pademelons and Bennetts
wallabies it is these that are most
often the problem, although
forester kangaroos can be a
nuisance in very limited parts of
Tasmania. Wallabies and kangaroos
may become especially proble-
matic during droughts when a lack
of natural food can push them into
crop or pasture areas to feed. A
further less common problem is
damage to fencing.
To prevent these problems:
• Plan ahead! Consider likely

grazing problems before
planting a crop or developing an
area of pasture. Avoid small
areas surrounded by bush.

• Consider fencing where long-
term protection is required or
where a very valuable crop is
planted. Designs are available
from the Department of Primary
Industries, Water and Environ-
ment. New fence designs are
constantly being tried.

• If population reduction is
necessary on your property then
a shooting program may need to
be implemented. A permit will
be required, which follows an

inspection by a Parks and
Wildlife Service ranger. The
permit allows ten percent of the
estimated local population to be
taken by a licenced shooter.

For more information, contact the
Parks and Wildlife Service on
6233 2540.

Continued on page 5
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A Matter of Scale
Q. Many of our eucalypts,

especially the spinning gums,
are covered in a black mould
and some of the leaves are
dying. Is this mould going to
kill our trees? What can we
do about it?

A. It is very unlikely that the
sooty mould on your trees
will kill them, although it
may slow their growth a
little bit. The mould grows
on the sugary secretions,
often called honeydew, of
scale insects. There are
many species of scale
insects and they are
commonly found on a
range of native and exotic
plants. The nymphs live
under a scale, or protective
cover. These scales can be
quite hard and may appear
as distinct spots on the
leaves and stems. The
nymphs are usually pale
and may be covered in
what looks like white
powder, hence the common
name of mealybugs.

Adult scale insects are rarely longer
than 5mm and resemble small
cicadas. Both nymphs and adults
suck the sap from the tree,
particularly the newer shoots, and
it is this which may cause the death
of some leaves. Most of the
damage is caused by adult females,
which live for several months.
Adult males live for only two or
three days. In unusual
circumstances the defoliation can
be severe enough to damage and
even kill the tree. This is unusual
and is usually restricted to isolated
trees, or those planted in sites not
suited to the species.

One of the most common of these
insects is the gumtree scale
(Eriococcus coriaceus).  This
produces a scale which looks very
like a tiny egg. These are packed
densely on a stem. Several
hundred insect eggs may be laid in
each of these scales and the
nymphs emerge through a hole at
one end, making the scale look
even more like a moth egg. The
tiny nymphs are capable of being
blown by the wind to new tree

Of the respondents with foresters
on their properties, about 85%
were positive towards foresters and
only 15% disl iked having the
kangaroos on their property. Sixty
percent of those landowners who
were positive about foresters gave
the condition that the animals must
be kept at an acceptable number.
Many landowners are proud to
have foresters on their land, as they
are a beautiful animal and few
Tasmanians have day-to-day
contact with them. People have
made comments such as “[I feel]
honoured”; “Encourage them”; “It
makes my day to see a family of
foresters” and some even said they
would like more.

On the other hand, those of us
who do not have a problem with
foresters must remember that
landowners who have particularly
high densities of kangaroos (which
can cause damage to fences, crops
and pastures) understandably do
not feel quite so joyous about
them!

Regardless of how they feel about
forester kangaroos, all landowners
who have been involved have

shown a great level of co-operation
and interest in the project, which is
much appreciated by the PWS.

More recently, the PWS has been
undertaking on-ground surveys of
the forester to determine whether
numbers have changed since the
last survey five years ago and to
investigate how the range is
changing .  Preliminary results
suggest that numbers of kangaroos
might be recovering from a
decrease experienced through the
1980s and 1990s.

The questionnaires will guide us to
areas that might be worth looking
at during the later on-ground
surveys, such as areas that now
have more kangaroos than ever
before. The on-ground surveys,
together with thoughts and ideas
from the questionnaires, will help
us to ascertain the current status of
the forester kangaroo and
hopefully to provide management
policies that will be more flexible
and suit more people, while
ensuring that the population
remains stable and healthy.

For more information contact Zoë
Tanner on ph: 6233 6609.

Continued on page 6
A forester kangaroo, Macropus giganteus tasmaniensis, pretending to be a grass tussock

(Photo: Steve Robertson)

Continued from page 4

FEATURE CREATURE



Page 6 Volume 1: September, 1999 Tasmanian Land for Wildlife

hosts, which is probably how scale
insects spread in local areas. The
sooty mould is often very obvious
around the area of scale
infestation. Not a great deal is
known about the effects of the
mould but it is thought that the
mould may reduce tree vigour by
reducing the amount of light that
reaches the stems.

Although the mould may be
unsightly, scale insects are a very
important part of the food chain,
both for birds and also for other
insects. The larvae of several moth

species feed on scale nymphs, as
do several beetles. Sometime
before 1940 E. coriaceus was
accidentally introduced into
eucalypt plantations in New
Zealand, where it did considerable
damage, no doubt in part due to
the fact that there were no natural
predators of this scale insect there.
The problem was solved by the
introduction of the Australian Black
Ladybird (Rhizobius ventralis),
which naturally feeds on the scale
insects.

A range of bird species are also
known to consume scale insects as
part of their diet. These include the

common bronzewing pigeon
(Phaps chalcoptera), the silvereye
(Zosterops lateralis) and even the
stubble quail (Coturnix pectoralis).
Most importantly, scale insects form
a major part of the diet of the
pardalotes, including our own rare
endemic, the forty-spotted
pardalote (Pardalotus quad-
ragintus). By putting up with the
scale insects and the sooty mould
you are providing a valuable food
source for many birds and enjoying
the pleasure of their company on
your property. 

Andrew Crane,
Bushcare Community Extension Officer.

Continued from page 5

PLANT RANT
Grassland Straw Daisy
The grassland straw daisy or hoary
sunray (Leucochrysum albicans var.
tricolor, endangered) is a beautiful
perennial plant 10-40 cm in height.
It has white straw daisy flowers,
with a distinctive row of outer
petals that are deep magenta in
colour, and a pale yellow centre.
The leaves are fine and are a
greyish-green colour. This plant
grows in temperate grassy areas in
south-eastern Australia, an
ecosystem with significant numbers
of threatened plant and animal
species. Much of this habitat has
been converted to pasture.

The grasslands straw daisy occurs in
a wide range of grassland and
grassy woodland communities,
with black gum (Eucalyptus ovata),
swamp peppermint (E. rodwayi)
and cabbage gum (E. pauciflora) as
the most frequent dominant
eucalypts, and both kangaroo grass
(Themeda triandra) and tussock
grass (Poa species) as the dominant
ground cover. It occurs on a variety
of soils over an altitudinal range of
60-1200 m above sea level and
over an annual rainfall range of
400-2600 mm. The range of
Leucochrysum albicans in Tasmania
once extended from the north-west
coast to the montane regions of the
Central Highlands and the
lowlands of the eastern Midlands. 

The largest populations in the state
are found in semi-natural pasture
on private land in the Ross district.

Other important populations are
those at the Vale of Belvoir near
Black Bluff and the Middlesex
Plains, both in the north west of
the state. The population at The
Nut at Stanley is also considered
important as it has different growth
characteristics to other populations.
Many of the southern and western
populations are extinct as are a
number of populations in the
eastern Midlands. There are no
longer populations at New Norfolk,

Bothwell, Mt Pearse, Liawenee,
Cradle Valley or the Pieman River. 

Do you have the grassland straw
daisy on your property? If you do
the Threatened Species Unit of the
Nature Conservation Branch
DPIWE would like to hear from
you. Give Phil Barker a call on
6233 7933.

Louise Gilfedder, Botanist,
Dept. Primary Industries,
Water and Environment.

A patch of grassland straw daisies (Leucochrysum albicans var. tricolor) at the Weaning Paddock,
north of Cradle Mountain
(Photo: Christine Corbett)
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Bangor is owned and managed by
Tom and Cynthia Dunbabin.
Bushcare Community Extension
Officer Jodie Epper asked them
about their philosophy for
managing the land;

“We believe that careful planning
and a holistic approach can allow
us to successfully blend modern
farming techniques and natural
values, optimising the long term
sustainability of Bangor, as both a
productive farming enterprise and
an area of significant natural and
historical heritage.”

In 1996 the Dunbabins won the
ANAC Landcare Nature
Conservation Award. They have

retained 4,500 ha of their property
for bush habitat and 235 ha for
conservation of aquatic environ-
ments. A further 300 ha of their
land is undergoing restoration such
as local species tree and shrub
planting . Part of the Blackman
River, which crosses the property,
has been fenced off with help from
the Fencing Incentive Scheme (see
article p9). Other landcare work
has also been conducted on the
property.

The coastal setting of Bangor offers
a variety of habitats for mammals
and birds. Most of Tasmania’s
mammals are found on Bangor,
with Bennetts wallabies, pade-
melons (rufous wallaby), brushtail
possums and wombats all common
throughout the property. Also
found are the Tasmanian bettong,
ringtail possum and eastern barred
and brown bandicoots. Echidnas
can often be seen in the
woodlands searching for ants in
rotting timber. The Tasmanian devil
and eastern quoll (native cat)
although not common can also be
found here. Bangor has 35
kilometres of coastline from which
seals, dolphins and whales can
often be seen.

The range of habitats present on
the property, including wet and dry
sclerophyll forest, grassy woodlands
and coastline, ensures a diversity

and abundance of bird life. Ocean
birds such as penguins, albatross,
gulls and terns are frequent visitors,
as are ducks, grebes, waders and
swans on the property’s natural
lagoons and sheltered western
shorelines. Litt le disturbed
terrestrial habitats provide nesting
sites and a rich food source for
bronzewing pigeons, sulphur-
crested cockatoos, rosellas,
swallows, swifts, wrens, robins,
honeyeaters and magpies. Birds of
prey such as white-breasted sea
eagles, wedge-tailed eagles, swamp
harriers, brown falcons, goshawks,
masked owls, boobooks and tawny
frogmouths feed on the abundant
smaller birds, mammals, frogs and
reptiles.

Tom and Cynthia have
demonstrated excellence in the
integration of nature conservation
objectives in whole farm planning
and management. Bangor is the
first of two properties (the other is
in Taranna) to be registered in the
Peninsula area so far. Their goals
for the Land for Wildlife program
include “the gathering of
information for managing areas for
conservation and encouraging the
participation of the community in
the Land for Wildlife Program.”

Jodie Epper, Bushcare Community
Extension Officer.

Bangor - A Bonus for Bushland Management

Cynthia and Tom Dunbabin
(Photo: Jodie Epper)

White-breasted sea eagles (Haliaeetus
leucogaster) are seen on Bangor

(Photo: Christine Corbett)

A bush field day on Bangor, 1994
(Photo: Janet Slater)

The Dunbabin family have been
living on Bangor since 1890 when
they bought the first title, called
Blackmans. In 1899 they
purchased a title over Lagoon Bay
and the property Bangor was
created. Bangor is a 60 square
kilometre property situated on the
Forestier Peninsula in Tasmania’s
south east. Bangor produces
superfine wool, prime beef, lamb
and timber. Here the management
system, developed over the last
one hundred years, demonstrates a
commitment to sustaining the
natural environment whilst
employing modern farming
practices. 
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Meet Paula and Chris MacKay, the
owners of Rabbit Marsh, a glorious
piece of wilderness in the foothills of
Ben Lomond in north-east
Tasmania.

Paula is originally from England and
Chris is from mainland Australia, but
for them, it had to be Tasmania,
naturally. I was intrigued to find out
why and this was Paula’s response:
“I’m interested in climate and
weather patterns and given the data
for Tasmania it had to be good!”

Studying weather patterns is not at
all unusual for the former Aircraft
Maintenance Engineer, who
migrated to Australia in 1988. The
pair met in the New South Wales
mining town of Cobar. Their shared
interest in things mechanical must
have done its magic. 

They saved their pennies, studied
weather charts and instructed a
property agent to hunt for a wild
and remote bush block in Tasmania.

When the right piece of property
was found - it looked fantastic in the
photos - Paula and Chris simply
bought a three-ton truck in addition
to their four-wheel drive and trailer,
loaded their gear and motored
south, all the while fostering great
visions of a home in Tassie.

It was only when they arrived at
their new address, or should I say
attempted to find it, that they began
to appreciate the exacting work of
their agent. Taking pot (hole) luck
with some seriously overgrown bush
tracks (not good for car duco!) they
finally arrived at a shonky bridge
and a small hand-painted sign
directing them to their latest
acquisition - Rabbit Marsh.

At this point Paula and Chris
realised that the option of living on
their land was not really an option
at all. What they did realise
however, was that they had found a
true gem of Tasmanian wilderness.
They celebrated their purchase with
a bottle of champagne and
conceded to rent in nearby
Longford.

In September of 1998 Karen
Johnson (Bushcare botanist) and
myself were invited to accompany
the MacKays to Rabbit Marsh. By
this time the bridge where Paula
and Chris first saw the light, so to
speak, was no longer suspect, but in
an advanced stage of decomposition
and therefore not vehicle-friendly.

Thank goodness that the steepness
of the access track and a big log
deters most sticky-beakers, which
adds to the remoteness of the place.

Once we had recovered our breath,
Rabbit Marsh immediately
enchanted us with its breath-taking
beauty. With Ragged Jack to the
north and the Ben Lomond massif
to the east it has views worthy of
Kings. The physical sensation of
Sphagnum moss underfoot
reminded me of the need to tread
lightly, while Karen took it much
further. She actually spent most of
her time on her hands and knees, in
homage to the miniature flora.

In contrast to the Sphagnum bog,
which acts l ike a giant sponge
holding moisture in otherwise rocky
country, towering Eucalyptus
delegatensis trees provide habitat for
the myriad of understorey
communities that exist in between.
We also found E. gunnii (cider gum),
and I told Paula and Chris about the
sap which when fermented,
supposedly assists one to become
intoxicated if so desired (valued by
Tasmanian Aboriginals as part of
their ‘bushtucker’).

We saw signs of devils, quolls,
wombats, possums, wallabies,
bandicoots and echidnas, and no
doubt there are many more smaller
mammals. I think more of them
watched us traipsing around from
their vantage points of hollows,
nooks and crannies than were
observed by us.

Rabbit Marsh is wedge-tailed eagle
country and home to many other
smaller birds who share this

wonderful place, not to mention the
thousands of insects and other
creatures who form the beginning
and end of the food chain and thus
close the mineral cycle in
undisturbed environments l ike
Rabbit Marsh.

Paula and Chris have no plans to do
anything with their property other
then enjoy it from time to time.
They have registered it as a Land for
Wildlife property and because of its
genuinely undisturbed status it adds
weight to the scheme.

They now live on 16 acres of beach
frontage near George Town,
enjoying the absence of traffic lights
- has anybody else noticed that
there are NO traffic lights in George
Town? They spend the odd hour or
two beachcombing their front yard
(beautiful Bell Buoy Beach) with
Little Bit and Lady, their friendly
canines - life's not too bad at all,
really!

In closing I want to say that I feel
inspired and heartened by these
two, who have no hesitation to sink
their earnings into a piece of scrub
with no direct value other than what
it presents to those discerning to see
and the creatures that live there. For
them it’s a matter of loving their
land, allowing the creatures who
inhabit it to remain undisturbed and
being satisfied with the reward of
knowing that Rabbit Marsh exists.

As Aldo Leopold says: ... to love and
respect land is an extension of
ethics.

Makes sense to me.

Kristin Jaehne,
Bushcare Community

Extension Officer.

Rabbit Marsh - Marsh Minus Rabbits

A view from Rabbit Marsh (Photo: Kristin Jaehne)



FUNDING TO PROTECT BUSH REMNANTS ON
PRIVATE LAND
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The Fencing Incentive Scheme

Bush remnants, such as these on “The Wall” on King Island, are important to conserve
(Photo: Greening Australia (Tasmania) collection)

Jodie Epper, Tom Tenniswood and Kim Sly on a Fencing Incentive Scheme training day at Little
Swanport (Photo: Christine Corbett)

The Fencing Incentive Scheme
Tasmania (FIST) encourages
landholders to protect native
vegetation remnants, or sites
suitable to revegetate with native
species, by providing management
advice and grants for fencing. It is a
statewide Bushcare project
administered by Greening Australia
(Tasmania) Inc. and funded by the
Natural Heritage Trust. FIST has
been running since January 1999,
when it incorporated the Support
Service for Conservation of
Remnant Vegetation program.
Under the fencing incentive
scheme, areas of remnant native
vegetation, or sites suitable to
revegetate, can qualify for grants of
up to $1,200.00 per kilometre for
fencing material. 
The scheme has made a significant
contribution to the retention and
enhancement of wildlife habitat on
agricultural land throughout the
state. Although the project has only
been running for a short time it has
already provided funding to protect
over 3,000 ha of native vegetation
by subsidising costs for 227 km of
fencing in over 150 sites on private
land. About 30% of the sites
approved so far contain threatened
species, while a larger proportion
of sites protect threatened, rare or
poorly reserved plant communities. 
The scheme has helped protect
habitat for swift parrot (vulnerable),
wedge-tailed eagle (vulnerable),
white goshawk (rare) and peregrine
falcon in the south and south-east,
and eastern barred bandicoot, grey
goshawk, freshwater snail, velvet
worm, and freshwater lobster in
the north and north-west. 
Application is by completing an
expression of interest form. Each
application then undergoes a site
assessment by a registered assessor
who prioritises sites according to
their physical characteristics. Sites
that are habitat for, or contain rare,
vulnerable or endangered species
or priority plant communities are
assigned high priorities in the
assessment process. All assessed
sites receive management advice,
whether they are funded or not.

Sites with special management
needs receive a full site specific
management plan. Management
agreements accompany all funded
sites to ensure that they are
managed for conservation values
for a minimum of ten years. 
The fencing scheme has been so
popular that it is already fully
subscribed for its f irst year,
however it is expected to continue
for at least another two years. If

you are interested in applying for a
subsidy to fence remnant native
vegetation, put in an expression of
interest anyway, as sites are
assessed in chronological order of
receipt of application, and funding
could be assured by January 2000. 
For more information please
contact Kim Sly, Project Manager,
or Sebastian Burgess, Project
Officer, at Greening Australia
(Tasmania) Inc. on 6223 6377. 
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DEVELOPING A WEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
Developing a weed strategy starts
with working out what the
problems are, identifying the
priorities and then planning your
activities. There are some proven
principles to follow that will result
in your time and resources being
used efficiently.
Define the problems:
• determine the weed species

present
• estimate the size of the

infestation
• look at the age range of the

weeds present (seedlings or
mature seed bearing plants)

• look at the density of the
infestation (eg scattered in-
dividuals or a large population).

Where did the weeds come from?
Look for activities which may lead
to weeds entering the area. This
may include the following
practices:
• dumping of garden waste in

inappropriate areas
• soil disturbance
• environmental weed invasion

from surrounding areas
• added nutrients, such as run off.
Which weeds are actually a
threat?
Get some advice on this if
necessary. Generally woody weeds
that form a canopy, like gorse,
broom and cotoneaster, are
considered far more serious than
small herbs and grasses, which
often remain peripheral. However,
this is not always the case.
Note the size of the weed
infestations on a map of the area.
Mark in where other activities have

occurred, like dumping of garden
waste or soil disturbance, that you
think may be contributing to the
problem.
Work out priorities
Work out where to start and what
to do initially to be most effective
in the long run. Spending a bit of
time on research can save a lot of
time and effort. The following
principles need to be considered:
Protect your weed free areas
Areas that are free of weeds are the
most important to look after.
Examine them closely for signs of
weed invasion and if there are a
few weeds, this is where you
should start work.
Work on the invasion source
Remove seed heads to reduce
potential spread. This can be vital
in stopping seed banks from
building up. The “mother plants”
produce a surprising amount of
seed - a medium sized boneseed
bush produces 50,000 seeds per
year and Spanish heath a staggering
9 million!!
Always work from least infested
areas toward the main infestation
This contains spread into other
areas and for relatively little effort
can clear large areas of weeds. The
idea is to reduce the size and
scope of the infestation.
Reduce the number of species on
site
Where you have numerous
species, working on those that are
not well established is more
effective than tackling an
established infestation. This way
you will end up reducing the range

of species. Dealing with an
infestation of one species is less
complicated than working out ways
to deal with multiple species
problems.
Planning your activities
Set specific goals. These need to be
realistic. Work out what your goals
are. For instance, one goal may be
to eradicate boneseed from the
catchment area over the next 5
years, or replace mirror bush with a
local native plant in surrounding
gardens over the next 3 years and
so on. Make your goals achievable.
Remember, taking on more than
can be managed will inevitably
result in disappointment.
Your goals and activities should also
take into account the resources
available. Look at the level of
resources you can reasonably
expect to obtain and maintain over
the long term. Include time - how
many people are committed? What
costs and equipment are
necessary? Keep the scope of your
activities within these limitations.
Can the council provide any
assistance, or neighbours, user
groups, other agencies? 
Your strategy should include
education in the community.
Weeds do not respect property
boundaries and land management
practices in one area can have
implications in another, for
example downstream in a
catchment. Changing attitudes and
practices will take time, but it is
essential in the long term for the
health of the vegetation.
Monitoring and Evaluation
Consider monitoring the work you
do over time. Experiences like this
can be helpful to other people for
example by identifying the
methods that are most effective.
Record the time of year works take
place, areas covered, number of
people involved, time taken,
chemicals used, rates and methods
of application and anything else
you notice. Noting the natural
regeneration of native species is an
important part of monitoring and is
after all the aim of the weed
removal.

Rae Glazik, Vegetation Management
Extension Officer, Tasmanian

Conservation Trust.Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica) invading native bush at Carrick (Photo: Matthew Appleby)
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Jonathan Duddles explains seed collection on the Seedy Field Day (Photo: Sebastian Burgess)

Banana passionfruit is one of many
plants once commonly used in
gardens but now found to be an
aggressive invader of native bush.

Banana passionfruit is a climbing
plant with large three-lobed leaves
and striking pink flowers. This
vigorous vine uses tendrils to twine
its way over low growing
vegetation and up the trunks of
trees. It can produce massive
amounts of dense growth that can
dominate and shade out other
plants. It has a life span of 20 years
and reproduces from seed and
fragmentation. The vines can put
down roots where they are in
contact with the soil. The dumping
of garden rubbish in the bush
contributes significantly to the
spread of this weed. 

Status
This plant is not a Declared Weed
in Tasmania. However its history as
a very invasive weed in similar
climatic conditions in Victoria and
New Zealand suggest that there is
cause for concern. 

Control methods
Cut the climbing vines and dig out
or hand-pull the root in
winter/spring removing all roots.
Leave vines to die on the support
plant if pulling them down will
cause too much damage. Collect
any fruit. Hand removal of
seedlings is effective.

Treat regrowth in spring with a
foliar spray such as Glyphosate
360® or Roundup®, at a rate of
20 mL/L. Add a penetrant e.g .
Pulse® or Freeway® at label rate.
Do not apply herbicides if the
plants are under stress and
ALWAYS READ THE LABEL
INSTRUCTIONS.

Weed Impact: 
This plant can cause severe local
weed problems because of its
vigorous growth. Large infestations
can smother trees, but this appears
to be rare. It is the large volume of
leaf and stem matter that make this
weed difficult to clean up. This

plant is now rarely sold as a fruiting
variety, but it is stil l used as a
screening plant because of its
prolific growth. More productive
fruiting varieties of passionfruit are
often grafted on to banana
passionfruit root stock. Disease of
the fruiting variety or cultivating
too near the roots of such plants
can trigger off a mass of suckers
from the root stock which can
quickly dominate the preferred
variety. Many problems with this
plant are due to illegal dumping of
garden refuse in the bush. 

Rae Glazik,
Tasmanian Conservation Trust.

Seedy Field Days a Success!
The Greening Australia Bushcare project ‘Fencing Incentive Scheme -
Tasmania’ ran a highly successful field day on King Island in July 1999. The
day attracted in excess of 40 landholders and interested parties who
gathered extensive knowledge on seed collection, storage and handling
and revegetation. 
A second field day, held in conjunction with Land for Wildlife, in the
Upper Coal Valley in September, attracted around 80 people. Sites visited
in the Tunnack-Colebrook area demonstrated protection, enhancement
and rehabilitation of natural bushland.
The response, from both field days, was very positive with attendees
motivated and having the knowledge to undertake their own seed
collection and revegetation activities.

Kim Sly, Fencing Incentive Scheme, Greening Australia (Tasmania) Inc.

WEED READ
Banana Passionfruit 
(Passiflora mollissima)

Banana passionfruit, Passiflora mollissima
(Drawing: Rae Glazik) 

Find A Word

Can you find the following words?
They may be backwards!
Fish
Sag
Old
Ant
Tree
Hollows
Sap
Nest
Gull
Bluegum
Grass

Bandicoot
Dieback
Bettong
Wildlife
Reptile
Frog
Rat
Wren
Snake

(Prepared by Jodie Epper, Bushcare
Community Extension Officer).



DATE EVENT and VENUE CONTACT
October 7th-9th Launceston Show

October 10th Riparian plant ID day, Ten Mile Track, Understorey Network:
Great Forester River Alison Moore ph: (03) 6399 3593

October 10th-16th Weedbuster Week

October 17th Plant ID walk, Tom Gibson and Understorey Network:
Diprose Lagoon Reserves, Alison Moore ph: (03) 6399 3593
Epping Forest

October 18th-24th National Water Week Merlene Cornish ph: (03) 6233 4960

October 18th-20th Junior Landcare Conference, Orford Steve Bowes ph: (03) 6257 1126

October 18th-20th Hobart Show

October 23rd Plant ID day with Alan Gray, Cygnet Understorey Network:
Alison Moore ph: (03) 6399 3593

October 31st Birds, beasties and bush botany, Parks and Wildlife Service ph: (03) 6248 4953
Township Lagoon, Tunbridge

November 1st-7th Frog Week

November 13th Huon Agricultural Show

November 14th Birds, beasties and bush botany, Parks and Wildlife Service ph: (03) 6233 3978
Diprose Lagoon, Epping Forest

November 27th Tasmanian Landcare Awards, Tina Pinkard ph: (03) 6336 5405
Campbell Town High School

November 28th Hobart City Council Bushcare Hobart City Council
barbecue

November 29th - Coastcare Week Kim Willing ph: (03) 6233 6427
December 5th

December 3rd-5th Coastcare Festival Anna Wind ph: (03) 6437 2332

December 5th Ocean Care Day Parks and Wildlife Service ph: (03) 6248 4053

December 29th Biodiversity Day Parks and Wildlife Service ph: (03) 6248 4053

December, January Summer Interpretation Program, Parks and Wildlife Service ph: (03) 6233 3807
and February Nationals Parks around Tasmania

January 19th-23rd 3rd International Symposium on the Australasian Raptor Association 
Biology, Conservation and Cultural http://www.tasweb.com.au/owls2000/index.htm
Significance of Owls, Canberra

Calendar of Events

Your local Bushcare Community Extension Officer will be happy to register them.

North-West - Richard Donaghey Phone: 6437 2770 PO Box 274, Ulverstone 7315 
North - Kristin Jaehne Phone: 6336 5427

Mobile: 0417 348 973 PO Box 180, Kings Meadows 7249
- Sean Cadman Phone: 6344 8019

Mobile: 0418 545 970 PO Box 180, Kings Meadows 7249
South - Jodie Epper Phone: 6223 6377 GPO Box 9868, Hobart 7001

- Andrew Crane Phone: 6223 6377 GPO Box 9868, Hobart 7001
- Andy Baird Phone: 6223 6377 GPO Box 9868, Hobart 7001

Do you know someone who would like to join Land for Wildlife?

Please contact the authors before reproducing material from this newsletter.

The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the policies of the Bushcare program or the Department of
Primary Industries, Water and Environment.


