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What exactly is Command ? 
Command 480 EC is a herbicide registered for 
the control of certain annual broadleaf weeds in 
Cucurbits, Green Beans, Navy Beans, Potatoes, 
Poppies and Tobacco. Command 480 EC 
Herbicide contains 480g/L of clomazone as an 
emulsifiable concentrate formulation. 

The formulation consists of eight separate 
components, only one of which is active in 
controlling weeds. This active is called 
clomazone. The other components are solvents 
and surfactants (like detergents) and are included 
in the formulation to facilitate and improve the 
effectiveness of the product. 

How is Command Used? 
On most crops, Command is applied after 
planting, but before seedlings emerge. However, 
on poppies it is applied after the seedlings have 
emerged and when they are at the 2-8 leaf stage. 

Command has both contact and residual activity if 
applied post emergence to poppy crops. 

Command is applied at rates varying from 0.25 – 
2 litres per hectare. In comparison with other 
herbicides, these rates are relatively low. 

The product label lists a few restrictions when 
using Command. Two key restrictions are that it – 

 must NOT be applied by air, and 
 must NOT be used within 100m of a 

neighbouring dwelling or sensitive plants. 

Command is used with a number of other 
registered herbicides in the poppy weed control 
program. 

What are the benefits of using Command?  
Command is a relatively new herbicide with a 
different mode of action from those currently in 
use in the poppy and vegetable industries. It will 
assist in managing some serious weed problems 
that are facing these industries. 

Using Command allows for a simpler spray 
program in controlling weeds. In the case of 
poppies, the main benefits of Command use are 
the control of hogweed with the additional control 
of fat hen and nightshade. Command has a high 
degree of crop safety, which is particularly 
beneficial when applied early in the growth of the 
poppies. 

How does Command work? 
Target weed species absorb Command through 
the soil via the roots and emerging shoots, and 
through the foliage if applied as a post emergent 
application as is the case in poppies. 

In the event that Command does come into 
contact with leaves of certain plants during an 
application, whitening or yellowing of the newly 
exposed leaves may occur after 7-10 days. 

Command does not move from the affected 
leaves into other parts of the plant. These are 
localised symptoms and do not affect other parts 
of the plant such as roots, shoots or fruits. 

Command disrupts the synthesis of both 
chlorophyll and carotenes. Carotenes protect 
chlorophyll from destruction by sunlight. Lack of 
carotenes leads to chlorophyll destruction. It is 
the destruction of the chlorophyll that gives the 
leaves a white or bleached appearance, also 
referred to as chlorosis. In severe cases, the leaf 
will eventually turn brown. The weeds die as a 
result of energy depletion. 
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Are there any disadvantages to using 
Command? 
If Command is applied correctly using correct 
equipment and under suitable environmental 
conditions, there should be minimal off-target 
spray drift. 

It is known however, that small amounts of 
Command can volatilise from a sprayed paddock 
for up to three days after application, if soil or 
environmental conditions are not suitable. This is 
not a usual occurrence but has occasionally been 
observed. 

Through either direct spray drift or vapour drift, 
off-target damage from the use of Command has 
sometimes been observed quite a distance from 
the sprayed paddock. 

The effects of Command damage to non-target 
plants may last for a number of weeks, but plants 
usually appear to grow out of it with no long- term 
effects. 

What plants are sensitive to Command? 

Experience has shown that the following plants 
display sensitivity to Command. This list is not 
exhaustive by any means. Of the common garden 
plants, roses are probably the most susceptible. 
Others are - budleas, raspberries, kiwi fruit, 
radish, strawberries,angelica, thistles, hemlock, 
hawthorn, willow, clover, and chestnut. 

How toxic is Command to humans? 
The National Drugs and Poisons Schedule 
Committee has classified Command as a 
Schedule 6 poison in the Standard for the 
Uniform Scheduling of Drugs and Poisons. 

According to the Extension Toxic Network, 
clomazone does not appear to affect reproduction 
or cause birth defects, mutations, or cancer. 
Increased liver weights were observed in animals 
fed high doses of clomazone over an extended 
period. 

What are the effects of human exposure to 
Command? 
Command has low oral, dermal and inhalation 
toxicity, and causes slight skin irritation and 
moderate eye irritation, but no skin sensitisation. 

As with all pesticides, people handling the 
concentrates are most at risk e.g. spray operators 
and workers involved in the manufacturing 
process. The toxicological assessment of 
Command indicates that there should be no 
adverse effects on human health when it is used 
according to label directions. 

For further information, please contact: 
 
AgVet Chemicals Program 
Product Integrity Branch 
Ph: 6777 2133 or 1300 368 550 
Fax: 6343 2833 
 

or write to: 

The Registrar of Chemical Products 
Department of Primary Industries, Parks, 
Water & Environment 
GPO Box 44 
HOBART TAS 7001 


