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In 2008 Parliament amended the Water Management Act 1999 (‘the Act’) to
provide for enhanced regulation of the State’s groundwater resources. Under
the Act, the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment
now has the powers to regulate where groundwater wells are drilled and who
performs the drilling.
Due to a number of different factors, enhanced regulation of Tasmania’s
groundwater activities has become an imperative. Firstly, unprecedented
drought conditions have meant that water users have begun to look for other
sources of water outside the more traditional form of surface water
extractions. This has meant that more and more water users are beginning to
access the groundwater resources underlying their property.
Secondly, there is a growing understanding of the interconnectedness of
surface water and groundwater resources and the potential impact
groundwater extraction may have on surface water availability. This has
meant that there is a need to jointly manage the two resources to ensure their
on-going sustainable use.
Thirdly, the National Water Initiative – Australia’s blue print for water reform –
requires a planning system that provides for the adaptive management of
surface and groundwater systems in order to meet productive, environmental
and other public benefit outcomes. An initial step in planning for the adaptive
management of groundwater systems is to have appropriate regulatory control
over groundwater activities.
Finally, the Council of Australian Governments Subgroup on Water agreed to
introduce national uniformity of licensing for water well drillers. National
uniformity will enable the knowledge and skills of a driller licensed in one State
or Territory to be recognised nationally.
Under the Act, well drillers are now required to hold a Tasmanian Well Driller’s
Licence before they perform well works. This will bring Tasmania into line with
all other jurisdictions where drillers are licensed. Licences will be issued for
five years and will be non-transferable.
These Guidelines clarify the administrative process for assessing applications
for well driller’s licences and the Department’s position on the interpretation of
the relevant provisions of the Act.
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1. INTENT OF THE GUIDELINES
The intent of these guidelines is to provide guidance when exercising discretionary
powers under the Water Management Act 1999 (‘the Act’) for issuing well driller’s
licences. The Act is administered by the Minister for Primary Industries and Water,
who has delegated certain functions such as granting of well drillers licences to
specified positions within the Water Resources Division in the Department of Primary
Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE).
These Guidelines detail the procedure applying to all applications for well driller’s
licences under Division 4 of Part 7 of the Act. The guidelines will assist those people
applying for a well driller’s licence and will also provide greater certainty regarding
the administrative and decision making process.

2. SCOPE
The Guidelines for Assessing Applications for Well Driller’s Licences will apply to all
applications for a well driller’s licence in Tasmania, including applications seeking the
variation of an existing licence. The Guidelines should be considered in conjunction
with the requirements prescribed in the Water Management Regulations 1999 and
are supported by DPIPWE’s Well Driller’s Handbook.

3. TASMANIAN WELL DRILLER’S LICENCE
DPIPWE has the responsibility under the Act for the management and protection of
the State’s freshwater resources. The Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence system
enables DPIPWE to regulate the drilling of groundwater wells by licensed drillers. It
also ensures that only those drillers with relevant qualifications and levels of
competency are licensed.
The Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licensing system reflects the requirements of the
National Water Well Driller’s Licensing System. Under the national system, licences
are classified according to the type of aquifers licensees are permitted to work on
and licenses are endorsed with the relevant drilling method qualifications. This
ensures the skills, knowledge and experience of a driller will match the groundwater
protection requirements.
Three classes of licences are available through the Tasmanian Well Driller’s
Licensing system:
Class 1: restricted to drilling operations in single non-flowing aquifer systems.
Class 2: in addition to operating in Class 1 conditions, permits drilling
operations in multiple on-flowing aquifer systems (i.e. confined aquifers).
Class 3: in addition to operating in Class 1 and 2 conditions, permits drilling
operations in flowing aquifer systems (i.e. artesian aquifers).
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The three licence classes are backed by drilling method endorsements. The classes
match the skill required to work in different types of aquifers, while five types of
licence endorsements reflect different drilling and construction methods.
A driller’s licence is for Class 1, 2, or 3 as above and one or more of the following
drilling and construction method endorsements:
non-drilling rig;
cable tool;
auger;
rotary air;
rotary mud;
sonic.
An application for a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence must be made in accordance
with Division 4 of Part 7 of the Water Management Act 1999. Licences can only be
held by an individual and therefore cannot be held on behalf of a company. Before
being considered for a licence, a person must gain a specified minimum amount of
practical experience for the class of licence being applied for.
An application can be made for a new licence, a licence Class upgrade, additional
endorsements or amendment. No application is required for licence renewal and
minor variations to a licence (e.g. change in personal details) can be made at any
stage.
Section 4 of these Guidelines outlines the Standard Well Driller’s Licence Approvals
Process. It is envisaged that the majority of applications for a Tasmanian Well
Driller’s Licences will follow this.
As outlined in Section 5 of these Guidelines, a slightly different process will be
followed for those applicants holding an equivalent licence in another State or
Territory.
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4. STANDARD WELL DRILLER’S LICENCE APPROVALS PROCESS
The Standard Well Driller’s Licence Approvals Process is to be followed when an
application is made for:
a new Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence;
a variation to an existing driller’s licence to either upgrade the licence class or
including additional endorsements on a licence.
Figure 1 shows the Standard Well Driller’s Licence Approvals Process and should be
viewed in conjunction with the following commentary.
4.1 Preliminary matters
Stage 1. Prospective applicant obtains a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Kit
Prior to lodging an application with the Water Resources Division in the DPIPWE, an
applicant will need to contact the Department for a Well Driller’s Licence Kit. The kit
contains the following documentation:
Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence application form;
enrolment forms for the Australian Drilling Industry Training Committee Ltd
(ADITC) national examinations;
a copy of relevant provisions of the Water Management Act 1999 and multiple
choice examination on the Act;
Minimum Construction Requirements for Water Bores in Australia;
a checklist to complete for the application including explanation of required
fees; and
Water Well Driller’s Licensing Handbook.

Stage 2. Prospective applicant collates information to support an application
The following information must be included with an application before it will be
processed by the Department.
Relevant Australian Drilling Industry Training Committee Limited (ADITC)
national examination results (refer to Appendix 1 for more details on ADITC
examinations).
Supporting evidence of qualifications and/or experience, including the Drilling
Industry Certification and Training (DICAT) course, drill log records and a
Certificate of Practical Competency relating to on the job experience and
practical drilling and grouting knowledge. Refer to Appendix 2 for more
information on these requirements.
Evidence of knowledge of relevant provisions of the Water Management Act
1999 through completion of multiple choice exam (Appendix 3 provides
information on this requirement).
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The costs associated with obtaining this information are paid for by the prospective
applicant.

4.2 Formal application process
Stage 3. Applicant submits formal application
Once the applicant has obtained the relevant information to support their application,
it is submitted to the DPIPWE1. The application must be accompanied by a digitised
image or passport sized photo of the applicant as well as the prescribed application
fee.

Stage 4 Water Resources Division reviews the application
DPIPWE checks that the applicant has provided all the required information to
support the application. This includes ensuring that information has been provided as
required by the Water Management Regulations 1999, as well as other requirements
(completion of the multiple choice exam on the Act and Certificate of Practical
Competency).
DPIPWE is responsible for marking the multiple choice exam on the Act and
examination outcomes will be as follows:
Applicant receiving a mark of 80% or greater is considered a pass.
An applicant is deemed to have failed if the mark received is between 0–49%.
If an applicant received a mark of 50–79% the applicant will be requested to
redo the incorrect questions. If the applicant still receives a mark below 80%,
the Minister’s delegate will use their discretion to determine whether or not
there are other means of testing the applicant on the knowledge of the Act
(e.g. oral examination).

Stage 5. Further information sought from the applicant
DPIPWE may determine that further information is required from the applicant to
enable their application to be appropriately assessed.

Stage 6. Water Resources Division assessment of further information
If required, any additional information requested under Stage 5 and satisfactorily
provided by the applicant will be assessed.

1

The relevant contact within DPIPWE is the Licensing Coordinator, Water Management Branch (GPO
Box 44, Hobart 7001, fax: 03 6233 7781
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Stage 7. Water Resources Division seek advice from Victorian Drillers’ Licensing
Board
Given that the licensing of drillers in Tasmania is in its infancy, the
Licensing Board has offered to assist Tasmania in the assessment
required, DPIPWE will seek the advice of the Victorian Drillers’
about the suitability of an applicant for a particular class
endorsements.

Victorian Drillers’
of applications. If
Licensing Board
of licence and

DPIPWE will provide all the information upon which the Victorian Drillers’ Licensing
Board can make a recommendation. This will include information regarding the
applicant’s qualifications, course certificates, references, compliance history, work
history, results from the ADITC exams and multiple choice exam on the Act and
Certificate of Practical Competency.
Stage 8. Victorian Drillers’ Licensing Board make recommendation to DPIPWE
The Victorian Drillers’ Licensing Board make a recommendation to DPIPWE as to
whether in its opinion, the applicant meets the requirements of the National Water
Well Drillers’ Licensing system.

Stage 9. Decision to approve or refuse an application
The Minister’s delegate2 in DPIPWE then determines whether to:
(a) approve the application as submitted; or
(b) if the applicant agrees, approve the application as if it were a licence of a
class lower than that actually applied for (where practical); or
(c) refuse the application.
Where the decision to approve or refuse an application has been made by the
Minister’s delegate, a notice under Section 271(2) of the WMA must be served to
notify them of the decision.

Stage 10. Review of decision
The applicant has 14 days to seek a review from the Minister of the decision to
approve or refuse an application for a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence.

2

The Minister for Primary Industries and Water has delegated the assessment and approval of well
drillers licences to specified officers within the Water Resources Division of DPIPWE.
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Figure 1. Standard Well Drillers Licence Approvals Process.
Stage 1. Prospective applicant contacts DPIPWE for a
Well Driller’s Licence Kit

Stage 2. Prospective applicant collates information to support an
application (eg ADITC exam results, undertakes multiple choice exam,
on Water Management Act, Certificate of Practical Competency, DICAT
course, drill log records)

Stage 3. Applicant submits application,
accompanied by supporting information

Stage 4. DPIPWE reviews application

Stage 5. DPIPWE seek further information
from applicant

If required

Applicant provides

information
Stage 6. DPIPWE assessment of further
information

Not satisfactory

Satisfactory (no further information required)

Stage 7. DPIPWE seek advice from the Victorian Drillers Licensing Board, where necessary

Stage 8. Victorian Drillers Licensing Board make recommendation to DPIPWE

Stage 9. Minister’s Delegate in DPIPWE makes decision

Approved

Approved for a lower class

Refused

of licence

Applicant agrees to lower
class of licence

TASMANIAN WELL

DRILLER’S LICENCE
ISSUED

Stage 10. Applicant seeks review of
decision under S.272 of the Act
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5. PROCESS FOR APPLICATIONS FOR DRILLERS LICENSED IN
OTHER JURISDICTIONS
Licensed water well drillers from interstate cannot work in Tasmania unless they hold
a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence. If an interstate driller holds a licence in a State or
Territory where the licensing system is aligned to the National Water Well Drillers’
Licensing System, that licence can be used as proof of knowledge. For example, a
Class 2 driller from Victoria can apply for a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence and
their Victorian Class 2 Water Well Driller’s Licence can be used as proof of
qualifications and experience for a Class 2 licence in Tasmania.
One of the components of the National Water Well Drillers’ Licensing System is
demonstration of knowledge of the Water Management Act 1999, assessed by
examination. An applicant who is licensed interstate will be required to complete a
multiple choice exam on the Act (refer Appendix 3).
The other major difference with the Standard Well Drillers Licence Approvals
Process is that the DPIPWE will not seek the advice of the Victorian Drillers’
Licensing Board about the suitability of an applicant for a particular class of licence.
Figure 2 describes the Approvals Process for those drillers who are licensed
interstate that are seeking an equivalent licence in Tasmania.

5.1 Preliminary matters
Stage 1. Prospective applicant obtains a Tasmanian Well Drillers Kit
Prior to lodging an application with DPIPWE, an applicant will need to contact the
Department for a Well Drillers Licence Kit.

Stage 2. Prospective applicant collates information to support an application
The Well Drillers Licence Kit includes a multiple choice exam on the relevant
provisions of the Water Management Act 1999. The prospective applicant must
complete this exam before submitting their application.

5.2 Formal application process
Stage 3. Applicant submits formal application
Once the applicant has obtained the relevant information to support their application,
it is submitted to DPIPWE (e.g. multiple choice exam on the Act). The application
must also be accompanied by a digitised image or passport sized photo of the
applicant as well as the prescribed application fee. A copy of an equivalent current
licence held in another State or Territory must also be submitted.
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Stage 4 Water Resources Division reviews the application
DPIPWE accepts the formal application and checks that the applicant has provided
all the required information to support the application. This includes ensuring that
information has been provided as required in the Water Management Regulations
1999.
DPIPWE is also responsible for marking the multiple choice exam on the Act and
examination outcomes will be as follows:
Applicant receiving a mark of 80% or greater is considered a pass.
An applicant is deemed to have failed if the mark received is between 0–49%.
If an applicant received a mark of 50–79% the applicant will be requested to
redo the incorrect questions. If the applicant still receives a mark below 80%,
the Minister’s delegate will use their discretion to determine whether or not
there are other means of testing the applicant on the knowledge of the Act (eg
oral examination).

Stage 5. Further information sought from the applicant
DPIPWE may determine that further information is required from the applicant to
enable their application to be appropriately assessed.

Stage 6. Water Resources Division assessment of further information
If required, any additional information requested under Stage 5 and satisfactorily
provided by the applicant will be assessed by DPIPWE and a recommendation made
to the Minister’s delegate as to whether the applicant meets the requirements of the
National Water Well Drillers’ Licensing system and Tasmanian Well Drillers Licence
system.

Stage 7. Decision to approve or refuse an application
The Minister’s delegate3 in DPIPWE then determines whether to:
(a) approve the application as submitted; or
(b) if the applicant agrees, approve the application as if it were a licence of a
class lower than that actually applied for; or
(c) refuse the application.
Where the decision to approve or refuse an application has been made by the
Minister’s delegate, a notice under Section 271(2) of the WMA must be served to
notify them of the decision.

3

The Minister for Primary Industries and Water has delegated the assessment and approval of well
drillers licences to specified officers within the Water Resources Division of DPIPWE.
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Stage 10. Review of decision
The applicant has 14 days to seek a review from the Minister of the decision to
approve or refuse an application for a Tasmanian Well Driller’s Licence.

Figure 2. Well Drillers Licence Approvals Process for Applicants Holding an
Equivalent Licence Interstate.
Stage 1. Prospective applicant contacts DPIPWE for a
Well Driller’s Licence Kit

Stage 2.
Prospective applicant collates information to support an
application (eg undertakes multiple choice exam)

Stage 3. Applicant submits application,
accompanied by supporting information

Stage 4. DPIPWE reviews application

Stage 5. DPIPWE seek further information
from applicant

If required

Applicant provides
information
Stage 6. DPIPWE assessment of further
information

Not satisfactory

Satisfactory (no further information required)

Stage 7. Minister’s Delegate inDPIPWE makes decision

Approved

Approved for a lower class
of licence

Refused

Applicant agrees to lower
class of licence

TASMANIAN WELL
DRILLER’S LICENCE
ISSUED

Stage 8. Applicant seeks review of
decision under S.272 of the Act
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ACRONYMS
Act

Water Management Act 1999

ADITC

Australian Drilling Industry Training Committee Limited

DICAT

Drilling Industry Certification and Training Course

DPIPWE

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment

REFERENCES
Water Management Regulations 1999
DPIPWE 2009 Well Drillers Handbook, Department of Primary Industries, Parks,
Water and Environment, Hobart.
Land and Water Biodiversity Committee 2003, Minimum construction requirements
for water bores in Australia, Dept. of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy,
Brisbane:
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APPENDIX 1. ADITC NATIONAL EXAMINATION RESULTS
An application for a well drillers licence must be accompanied by the results of any
relevant ADITC examinations.
The Australian Drilling Industry Training Committee Limited (ADITC) is the industry
body responsible for the management of competency standards and qualifications
and training for the drilling industry. One of the major components for the national
well drillers licensing system is theoretical knowledge assessed by written
examination and ADITC is responsible for setting, maintaining and marking
examinations for drillers licensing nationally.
Given that each Class of Licence may have endorsements that reflect the various
methods of drilling, the examinations undertaken by an applicant will need to reflect
this.
The Well Drillers Licence Kit contains an enrolment form for the ADITC
examinations. An applicant must send the completed enrolment form, accompanied
by the appropriate fee for the examination, directly to ADITC. The applicant will need
to specify on the enrolment form the Class of Licence and endorsement/s required.
ADITC then dispatches the examination papers and the applicant has 3 months to
complete the examination.
ADITC will send the exam results to the applicant and a copy will also be sent to
DPIPWE.
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APPENDIX 2. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND/OR EXPERIENCE
An applicant may be requested to provide evidence of existing qualifications and/or
experience that supports their application to obtain a particular Class of Licence
backed by drilling method endorsements. The licence classes match the skill
required to work in different types of aquifers, while the five types of endorsements
reflect different drilling and construction methods.
The Water Management Regulations 1999 prescribe the qualifications and
experience necessary for each particular Class of Licence.
Supporting evidence is to include:
Successful completion of the Drilling Industry Certification and Training
Course (DICAT course)
Employment in the operation of drilling machinery for between 6 and 12
months during which time a certain number of Class 1, 2 or 3 wells have been
drilled.
Certificate of practical competence, completed by an authorised individual.
Certificates for other relevant courses, CV listing relevant job experience and
qualifications, drilling history or drilling log records.
Client references detailing type of works undertaken

DICAT course
ADITC developed and administer the industry recognised DICAT External Study
Programme for driller training. The Drilling Industry Certification and Training Course
(DICAT course) is a correspondence course available to people who are working in
the drilling industry and want to expand their knowledge and theoretical
understanding while they are working. The DICAT course uses Drilling, the Manual
of methods, applications and management as a reference, and includes extensive
additional information in a workbook for four modules. The applicant will need to
provide evidence of having successfully undertaken the DICAT External Study
Programme.
On the job experience
The Water Management Regulations 1999 prescribe the level of experience and
number of wells drilled for each Class of Licence. The applicant will need to provide
copies of the required drill logs.
Practical drilling and grouting knowledge
An application must be accompanied by evidence demonstrating practical drilling
and grouting knowledge in line with the Class of Licence and endorsements being
sought. To obtain such evidence, an applicant will need to have a Certificate of
Practical Competence that relates to the particular Class and endorsements being
sought, certified by a Qualified Drilling Assessor, or by an appropriately experienced
individual approved by DPIPWE.
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The following proforma for the Certificate of Practical Competency will need to be
completed by a Qualified Drilling Assessor. The Assessor will determine the best
way to ascertain practical drilling and grouting knowledge and may involve an oral
test or field examination.
ADITC register all Qualified Drilling Industry Assessors and provide the industry’s
registered national assessment tools.
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Department of Primary Industries and Water
Practical Drilling Skills Assessment – Tasmanian Drillers Licensing
ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
Assessor
Name:
Date:

………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………

Applicant:

………………………………………..

REQUIRED SKILLS – CLASS 1
Shown
competency

Indicated
competency

Not competent

Siting a Bore - recognising potential contamination sources to water
supply bores and appropriately site a bore to prevent contamination
Setting up a rig – Straightness and plumbness of holes, the causes of
bent bores and the methods of hole straightening
Drilling - correctly choosing and using equipment, having regard to
such factors as rotational speed and proper annular velocities
Fishing - their tools and procedures
Formation Sampling and Description - obtaining representative
lithological samples, and labelling and describing them
Bore design - designing and constructing bores for domestic and
stock, groundwater monitoring and irrigation purposes in single aquifer
systems
Construction - seating and sealing of casing, casing types and their
uses, methods of grouting casing, headworks design and completion of
the bore site
Cementing - grouting casing and abandoning bores,
Setting screens and stabilising fill - selecting the appropriate slot
size, screen length and diameter, and procedures for screen
installation. Selection and installing stabilising fill material
Bore development and disinfection procedures
Aquifer testing and water sampling - carrying out a constant rate
pumping test, and determining static water level, drawdown and yield;
taking and labelling a water sample
Decommissioning - designing and selecting appropriate materials for
the abandonment of bores in single non-flowing aquifers systems,
Bore completion reports - correctly filling in a "bore completion"
report.
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REQUIRED SKILLS – CLASS 2 (In addition to class 1 skills)
Shown
competency

Indicated
competency

Not competent

Bore design - designing and constructing bores in multiple aquifers
with emphasis on designs and methods used to exclude unsuitable
waters
Screen and gravel pack selection - skill in the design of high yielding
bores is required. This entails overcoming entrance velocity problems
Cementing - grouting casing, plug selected zones, effect of cement
additives; ability to calculate hole volume and slurry volumes. Hole
preparation, casing installation and circulation requirements
Aquifer testing - the procedures involved in a step drawdown pumping
test
Decommissioning - designing and selecting appropriate materials for
the abandonment of bores in multiple aquifers

REQUIRED SKILLS – CLASS 3 (In addition to class 1 & 2 skills)
Shown
competency

Indicated
competency

Not competent

Drilling fluids - methods, procedures and calculations required for fluid
pressure control
Cementing - methods and procedures and calculations required in
carrying out pressure cement jobs – Attach cementing report
Bore design - in aquifer systems that have high pressure conditions;
design of efficient bores (ie be able to carry out screen surface area and
diameter calculations)
Aquifer testing - the procedures for a flow recession, static and step
pumping tests on flowing bores
Decommissioning - designing and selecting appropriate materials and
procedures for the abandonment of bores having high-pressure
conditions

ENDORSEMENTS – PLANT OPERATION
Is applicant’s knowledge of plant operation, for the endorsements sought,
satisfactory?

YES

NO
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DRILLER’S LICENCE RECOMMENDATION
The issue of a licence is:

Recommended

Recommended at a lower class

Not recommended

If not recommended or recommended at a lower class state reason:
……………………………………………………...........................................................................…..………………
…………………………………………………….......................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................................
...................................................................................................................................................................

Any special licence conditions
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Signature ………………………………………….
Approved Assessor (Drilling)

Date: ……………………………
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APPENDIX 3. DEMONSTRATED KNOWLEDGE OF THE WATER
MANAGEMENT ACT
One of the components of the National Water Well Drillers’ Licensing System is
demonstration of knowledge of the Water Management Act 1999, assessed by
examination. As part of the Well Drillers Licence Kit, applicants will be provided with
a multiple choice exam on the Act. A completed exam is to be submitted with the
application.

QUESTION 1.
Under the Water Management Act 1999 the following types of holes require a
licensed driller. (Tick correct answer)

 Mineral exploration holes
 Water supply holes for irrigation
 Water supply holes for stock and/or domestic use
 Geotechnical investigation holes
 Holes used for water monitoring and observation

QUESTION 2.
The Water Management Act 1999 defines ‘Well Works’ as:
‘an excavation undertaken to give access to groundwater, any other works
undertaken to repair or modify the structure of a well or any works undertaken
to plug, backfill, seal or decommission a well’
Tick the activities below that this definition includes:



Drilling a well deeper than 3m



Deepening an existing well



Enlarging an existing well



Installing a pump



Installing a spear bore in coastal sands



Decommissioning an old unused bore
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QUESTION 3.
The Water Management Regulations 1999 define the meaning of different classes
for well drillers licence under the Water Management Act 1999. What types of aquifer
systems can a Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 Driller operate in?
(Put a number for the correct licence class next to the type of aquifer system
described below)
Class  :

Is a licence that authorises the licence holder to carry out drilling
activities in single non-flowing aquifer systems.

Class  : Is a licence that authorises the licence holder to carry out drilling
activities in all subartesian and artesian aquifer systems.
Class  : Is a licence that authorises the licence holder to carry out drilling
activities in all non-flowing aquifer systems

QUESTION 4.
Tick the correct answer to the following:
Drillers licences are valid in Tasmania for a period of :

 1 year

 3 years

 5 years

 indefinite period
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QUESTION 5.
Tick the person responsible for each of the following:
Driller

Landholder

Where required, apply for and obtain a Water Licence for an
allocation of water.





Apply for and obtain a Well Works Permit for permission to
construct a water well.





Before commencing work, check that a Well Works Permit
has been obtained.





Ensure a well is constructed to meet Well Works permit
construction requirements.





Log and return drilling results to the Department.





QUESTION 6.
Do the Water Management Regulations 1999 define any construction requirements
that must be met for construction of a water well?

 Yes  No.
If yes write name of document………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

QUESTION 7.
A drillers licence can be cancelled or suspended if? (Tick the correct answers).



A driller contravenes the conditions of the licence in a material or repeated way.



A driller knowingly drills in contravention of, or without a Well Works Permit.



A driller breaks a drilling rod down a hole.



A driller drills a dry hole.



A driller exceeds the maximum allowed number of demerit points allocated to a
licence.
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QUESTION 8.
Are the following statements TRUE or FALSE:
Demerit points can be issued against a drillers licence for
contravening a condition of the licence, or on a Well Works
Permit.
It is a condition of a drillers licence that: ‘The Department must
be supplied with a completed drilling log, using an approved
form, no later than 30 business days after the completion of a
well, or 90 business days after the commencement of a well,
whichever comes first’.

True

 False

True

 False
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QUESTION 9.
Please complete the drillers log attached using the information and driller’s notes
below. Show how the bore would be constructed by filling in as many fields as
practical in the attached drillers log page. (An example of a completed log is provided in your
Water Act Notes)

Drillers name is....... (Yourself)
Tasmanian Well Driller Licence No. 0012
The owner of the land is George McGuiness of 43 Bounty Street, Hagley TAS 7292,
his telephone number is 0400862893.
The location of the Bore on the property ‘Sendace’, behind the farm shed and has
GPS co-ordinates of Easting: 492560, Northing: 5404439, Datum: AMG 66.
Thursday 5th October 2008:
Start work 7 am drive to Hagley
Given copy of Well Works Permit WS0001 by landholder (George McGuiness)
Start drilling 9am: 200mm – down hole hammer
0 – 2m
brown swelling clay damp
2 – 8m
brown basalt clay
Pull bit, ream hole to 229 mm and set 219 mm OD surface casing to 8m
Refit 165mm hammer, continue drilling
8 – 16m
16 – 25m
25 –27m
27 – 39m
39 – 45m
45 – 48m

Decomposed basalt
Basalt - Water cuts – 1.3L/s at 630 µs/cm
Grey clay
Basalt fractured - Water cuts - 31-36m – 1.5L/s at 660 µs/cm
Grey sandy clay – some wood fragments
Fine sand/very sandy clay

Water clear, hole stable to 45m, water tested for conductivity 660 µs/cm
Pull rods stop work 6pm
Friday 6th Oct.
Start work 7am
Load 8 lengths 140mm OD class 9 uPVC casing
Arrive site 9am measure SWL = 6m
Slot and set casing, Run casing to the bottom.
Set annular fill
Pull surface casing. Cement bore from surface to 11m, using Tremmie Pipe.
Air flow test of completed bore.
Drill stem at 40m yield steady at 80mm over V notch weir board (report as L/s)
SWL at rest after development = 6m
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