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1. Executive Summary 
Petuna has been a leader in sustainable Industry practices for 50 years and acknowledges that 

aquaculture is important in providing environmentally sustainable food solutions across the globe - 

now and into the future.  To be a leader in environmental practices means taking into account all the 

environmental aspects of fish farming, including those that impact on fish welfare, the health and 

safety of our workers and our interactions with wildlife. 

Australians value their marine environment and consequently there is a demand for corporate social 

responsibility, where companies must have minimal impact on marine resources shared by the 

public.  Petuna takes a swift approach to managing environmental issues as they arise and wildlife 

interactions are a priority. 

2. Wildlife Position Statement 
Petuna is committed to managing wildlife interactions in and around our marine leases. Petuna’s 

main strategy for minimising wildlife interactions is based on implementing infrastructure that 

excludes wildlife from entering a pen.  Due to the recent increase of seals on our leases we are 

considering enacting the State-regulated deterrent management options as a strategy to manage 

wildlife. Wildlife (particularly seals) interacting with the pens causes numerous safety issues, 

therefore actively deterring them through means other than infrastructure is now a part of this 

Wildlife Interaction Plan and Petuna has recently changed its position on use of deterrents to 

manage wildlife across leases. It is important to note however that Petuna remains focussed on 

exclusion as a primary deterrent and implement the government’s management options for seals as 

a last resort. Petuna recognises that in the near future it may align itself with other companies by 

enacting their right to use deterrent management; taking a more active role in managing wildlife 

interactions. Petuna is aware of the wildlife management and regulations that exist for the Industry 

and also the internal wildlife interaction protocols that other companies have in place, but where 

possible we will continue to act passively when interacting with wildlife. 

3. Reservation Status of Marine and Coastal Habitat  
There are no Marine Reserves within Macquarie Harbour or surrounding National Parks; however, 

the South West Conservation Area (SWCA) and Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area 

(TWWHA) cover a large area of the Harbour (Figure 1), protecting a diverse range of habitats that 

sustain wildlife that interact with finfish farming in Macquarie Harbour.  

 

All leases are positioned outside the TWWHA and those that fall within the SWCA are managed in 

accordance with the Nature Conservation Act 2002 and the National Parks and Reserves Act 2002, 

which allows for low-level use of natural resources within the area, thus permitting aquaculture to 

take place in Macquarie Harbour.  
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Figure 1 Area of Macquarie harbour and surrounds that is covered by the Tasmanian Wilderness 

World Heritage Area (TWWHA) and the South West Conservation Area (SWCA).  

4. Legal Requirements/Management Controls 
The following legislation applies to all wildlife that interacts with the marine environment within 

which Petuna operates. 

Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) 1995 
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Dangerous Goods Act 2010 
Dangerous Substances Act 2005 
Disposal of Uncontrolled Goods Act 1995 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
Local Government Act 1993 
Marine and Safety (Moorings) By-laws 2008 
Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 
Maritime Safety Authority Act 1990 
Navigation Act 1912 
Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious Substances Act 1987 
Sea Installations Act 1987 
Seas and Submerged Lands Act 1973 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control Act 1994 
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 
Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 
Marine Safety and Authority Act 1997 
Nature Conservation Act 2002 
Statute Law Revision Act 2008 
Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 
Wildlife (General) Regulations 2010 
Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995 
Aquatic Animal Welfare Guidelines, National Aquaculture Council 2004 
Marine Farming Development Plans and Licences 
State Coastal Policy 1996 
Tasmanian Salmonid Farming Industry Code of Practice 2004 
Firearms regulations 2006 
Firearms Act 1996 
 
There are a number of threatened species that may be found within Macquarie Harbour and 

surrounding areas that may interact with marine farming operations.  A number of acts of 

parliament and endorsed regulations protect Tasmanian wildlife and the farming operation is 

required to observe these as part of its licence conditions. They include –  

 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)(Commonwealth); 

 Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995 (TSPA); 

 Nature Conservation Act 2002, Wildlife (General) Regulations 2010 (State) 

Under these pieces of legislation a number of species that are regular visitors to farms or may be 

found in Macquarie Harbour have some form of protection. The conservation status and legislation 

is included in brackets. 

 Australian fur seal – Arctocephalus pusillus doriferus (Marine, EPBC) 

 New Zealand fur seal – Arctocephalus forsteri (Rare,TSPA)  

 Southern elephant seal – Mirounga leonina (Vulnerable, EPBC)  

 White bellied sea eagle – Haliaeetus leucogaster (Marine, EPBC) 

 Wedge tailed eagle – Aquila audax fleayi (Endangered, EPBC) 
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 Grey goshawk - Accipiter novaehollandiae (Endangered, TSPA) 

 Southern giant petrel – Macronectes giganteus (Endangered, EPBC) 

 Northern giant petrel – Macronectes halli (Vulnerable, EPBC) 

 White headed petrel – Pterodroma lessonii (Marine, EPBC) 

 Wandering albatross – Diomedea exulans (Vulnerable, EPBC) 

 Black browed albatross – Diomedea melanophris (Vulnerable, EPBC) 

 Shy albatross – Diomedea cauta (Vulnerable, EPBC) 

 Black faced cormorant – Phalocrocorax fuscescens (Marine, EPBC) 

 Pied cormorant - Phalocrocorax varius (Least Concern, IUCN) 

 Masked lapwing – Vanellus miles (Protected, NC) 

 Silver gull – Larus novaehollandiae (Marine, EPBC) 

 Pacific gull – Larus pacificus (Marine, EPBC) 

 Kelp gull – Larus dominicanus (Marine, EPBC) 

 Caspian tern – Sterna caspius (Marine, EPBC) 

 Maugean skate –  Zearaja maugean (Endangered, EPBC) 

Listing*TSPA EPBCA 

In addition to this list, a number of large marine mammals that may impact on marine farming 

operations have been recorded from the harbour in recent years. 

 

 Leopard seal  - Hydrurga leptonyx (Marine, EPBC) 

 Southern right whale – Eubalaena australis (Endangered, EPBC) 

 Sperm whale – Physeter macrocephalus (Cetacean, EPBC) 

 Long finned pilot whale – Globicephala melas (Cetacean, EPBC) 

 Pilot whale – Globicephala macrorhynchus (Cetacean, EPBC) 

 Bottlenose dolphin – Tursiops truncates (Cetacean, EPBC) 

 Common dolphin –Delphinus delphis (Cetacean, EPBC) 

 
Lessees are required to ensure any predator control of protected species is conducted with the 
approval of the Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Primary Industries, Water and 
Environment. 
 

4.1 Farm Operating Permits (Wildlife Management and Protection) 
In Tasmania, the Marine Farming Planning Act 1995 requires the preparation of environmental 

impact statements to mitigate the impacts of marine farming development. Negative interactions 

with seals and other wildlife are identified during this process.  A number of management controls 

are prescribed in farm licence conditions (see below). 

 Management Control 3.12.9 Lessees must notify the Wildlife Management Branch of the 

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water & Environment in the event that any marine 

mammals are found entangled in marine farming equipment. 

 Management Control 3.12.10 Lessees must ensure that any predator control of protected 

wildlife (within the meaning of the Wildlife Regulations 1999) is conducted with the approval 
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of the Manager of the Wildlife Management Branch of the Department of Primary 

Industries, Parks, Water and Environment or any other person acting on that person’s behalf 

and in the case of seals in accordance with relevant seal interaction management protocols 

of the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment. 

 Management Control 3.12.11 Where bird netting is deployed lessees must ensure that nets 

are made of netting of a maximum 115 mm square mesh and conform to the visual controls 

at section 3.8. 

 Management Control 3.12.12 Lessees must ensure that avifauna entangled in bird netting is 

removed as soon as is practicable following entanglement. 

 Management Control 3.12.13 Feeding of seals must not occur in any marine farming zones 

or marine farming lease areas covered by the marine farming development plan. 

 Management Control 3.12.14 Baited trap lines or “tease lines” may only be deployed by an 

officer employed in the Wildlife Management Branch of the Department of Primary 

Industries, Parks, Water & Environment or officers or a person(s) who holds a permit to do 

so under the Wildlife Regulations 1999. 

 Management Control 3.12.15 Lessees must ensure that bird netting is maintained clear of 

the water to ensure that it does not become a hazard to marine fauna. 

 
From Schedule 3 “Marine Farming Licence Conditions Relating To Environmental Management of a 

Finfish Farm” 

 Condition 1.6 Wildlife* interactions must be managed according to any Departmental 

wildlife interaction management protocols as may be amended from time to time, and any 

requirements issued by the Manager Wildlife Management Branch of the Department or any 

person acting on that person’s behalf. (*as defined under the Nature Conservation Act 2002) 

 

Furthermore, a Seal/Fishery Management Strategy has been completed for Tasmania. This provides 

guidance for the Seal Forum and the Wildlife Management Branch of DPIPWE to aid in management 

of the interactions between seals and fish farming operations. In the preparation of Marine Farming 

Development Plans, consideration is given to maximising the distance between marine farming 

zones and known seal colonies and haul-outs. 

5. Nature of interactions and measures to reduce them 
The type of interaction depends on the animal involved.  For instance, seagulls can be present in 

great numbers and are a nuisance but Australian fur seals are present in small numbers but 

potentially represent the greatest threat to the farming operation.  Interactions with other larger 

marine mammals are rare.  Possible interaction with the Maugean skate will only occur in the event 

that the company is required to recover stock lost through an escape event.  Interaction events may 

include -  

 Wildlife removing all or part of dead fish through base of net. 
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 Wildlife entering net enclosures and killing or damaging fish or chasing fish, potentially 

decreasing the fish’s energy levels and increasing their stress which inhibits feeding and 

subsequently reduces growth rates. 

 Wildlife in the general proximity of nets or hauling out on plastic cage collars potentially 

cause an increase in fish stress levels. 

 Wildlife harassing fish during stock transactions, i.e. when stocks are crowded close to 

external netting. 

 Wildlife attracted to the farm by increased wild fish outside pens, which encourages further 

interactions.  

 Large flocks of seagulls are attracted by the distribution of feed to the cages. 

 

A combination of wildlife exclusion and diligent farm practice currently occurs throughout marine 

operations in Macquarie Harbour to minimise impacts related to wildlife.  As part of the Area 

Management Agreement for salmonid aquaculture in Macquarie Harbour and commitment to 

environmental certification, Petuna is required to maintain records of wildlife interactions around 

leases.  There are a number of management options available via the government to manage wildlife 

(particularly seals), such options include acoustic and physical deterrents. In order to acquire 

licences for management options offered by the government staff must go through rigorous training 

and Petuna may consider obtaining these licences because passive measures to manage wildlife are 

becoming more difficult as seal pressure increases in the Macquarie Harbour. 

5.1 Passive Measures  

Above water 

 Aerial seal-proof bird netting (50 mm mesh) is attached to the pen to prevent seagulls 

accessing feed released from spinners and to deter birds of taking salmon. Birds, particularly 

seagulls, may become entangled in the netting or trapped under the netting within the pen. 

Where ever practical live birds are released.  

 

 Aerial seal predator nets are a large component of the company’s infrastructure strategy 

going forward and they are used widely on its farming sites to restrict seals gaining access to 

the stocked fish by climbing over the handrail of the cages. 

 

Below water 

 The primary means of controlling seal predation is through the use of heavily weighted and 

tensioned cage nets fastened to the handrail above the water. Petuna currently uses 

Aqualine cages with the sinker-tube weighting system in place. 
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5.2 Inspection Procedures 
Dive inspection of the integrity of all underwater nets is conducted on a weekly basis and any issues 

are recorded on the DIVE.F-01 Mort Sheet and the records maintained in the ENV.D-03 Net 

Maintenance and Wildlife Interaction Database.  

Above water exclusion measures are viewed on an almost daily basis with a more formal inspection. 

This rigorous and methodical inspection is entered into the ‘ENV.D-03 Net Maintenance and Wildlife 

Interaction Database’; therefore, any significant issues with the integrity of exclusion measures are 

easily observed and logged in this database.  

If we apply the Seal Management Framework (DPIPWE) then inspection of correct net-pen 

infrastructure including the tying down of the top net will need to be inspected on a regular basis. 

We must comply with the framework in order to keep our permits for managing seals and to show 

compliance we are audited by the Wildlife Management Branch (DPIPWE) at least once. If our net-

pen infrastructure is not compliant at the time of the audit then the Wildlife Management Branch 

will not renew our permits leaving us with no options for managing seals so it is important to ensure 

we are always compliant with the minimum requirements of the Seal Management Framework.  

6. Seal Management Strategy 
In 2002, a document titled “A seal/fishery interaction management strategy” produced by the 

Marine and Marine Industries Council was released.  This summarised the issues faced by the fishing 

and aquaculture industries in relation to seals and outlined a strategy for addressing these issues. 

Based on this document the Wildlife Management Branch of DPIPWE proposed a program that 

provides for the application of mitigation measures available to industry participants that is still 

largely followed today. 

 

In order to be authorised to participate in the program and use mitigation measures that require a 

permit under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1970 or the Threatened Species Protection Act 

1995, an enterprise must demonstrate that it has fulfilled the following obligations: 

 

 meets appropriate equipment standards (as determined by the Forum established under 

this Strategy) or is making acceptable progress in meeting those standards; 

 staff are adequately trained in dealing with seal interactions, ensuring interactions are not 

encouraged and risks to seals and humans are minimised; 

 observe any agreed code of practice developed to minimise interactions with seals; 

 satisfactory supervision is in place to ensure that codes of practice and training procedures 

are followed; 

 interactions with seals are adequately documented and that documentation demonstrates 

the need for mitigation measures; 

 only specified and authorised individuals use mitigation measures and such individuals must 

be trained in the use of that measure and be a fit and proper person; 
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 past performance in dealing with seal interactions and exercise of any previous authority to 

use mitigation measures has been satisfactory; 

 agree to participate in cooperative programs to further the development of better practices 

to manage seal interactions. 

 

Petuna are currently organising training to implement seal management controls covered in 

DPIPWE’s Seal Management Framework (Appendix 1). 

6.1 Approved active, non-lethal measures 
Farmers are required to ensure any predator control of protected species is conducted with the 
approval of the Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Primary Industries, Water and 
Environment. 
 
Seal deterrents (e.g. crackers and bean bags) have been used in Tasmania since 1986. They are 

available from DPIPWE to farmers that meet minimum defined standards, apply for permits, 

undertake training, adhere to protocols and follow a code of practice which includes logging the 

number of deterrents used (see Appendix 1). These deterrents are considered to be effective under 

certain circumstances and with proper use however individual seals may become habituated and the 

long term use of such measures is not recommended.   

7. Managing Birds 
Birds are attracted to the pens due to the availability of feed. The majority of the birds that interact 

with salmon and trout farms are protected and occasionally birds are trapped within the netting that 

covers the pens. Birds can survive entrapment for extended periods; however, in the interest of bird 

welfare Petuna aims to remove these birds as soon as practicable.   

It is in the best interest of the company to reduce its interactions with birds and therefore Petuna 

have a written Bird Protocol, comprehensive reporting on bird interactions at leases and 

infrastructure such a seal-proof bird nets (SPBN) that prevent birds from entering pens and getting 

trapped.  

Seabirds require specialised techniques when being rescued, handled and rehabilitated. Petuna has 

trained staff in these special requirements, with employees completing a course run by Jason 

Wiersma an ornithologist who is currently working on wedge-tailed eagles at the Forest Practices 

Authority. Jason has two decades of experience handling and rescuing birds and believes that 

Petuna's track record of bird entanglements and incidences are impeccable, being close to zero. 

Jason believes our minimal interactions with birds is due to our advances in technology and different 

gauge nets  
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8. Management of Dolphins, Whales, Sharks and Rays 
Dolphins are present in Macquarie Harbour but do not appear to show an interest in the leases. 

Government regulations stipulate that all measures must be taken to prevent any possible 

entanglement of marine wildlife and Petuna has never had a dolphin entanglement. This is due to 

the sinker ring design of our nets, maintaining net-wall rigidity and strength.  

Whales occasionally enter the harbour for short periods of time but have not been observed near 

leases. No whales have ever been entangled on our leases and all efforts are made to ensure any 

redundant ropes and nets are removed from the farms immediately. Whales have historically 

beached themselves along the West Coast and Petuna staff provides assistance to the Wildlife 

Management Branch (WMB) of DPIPWE whenever a whale stranding occurs. 

Sharks and rays are seldom observed in and around the leases and have never been reported in 

pens. If shark or ray was caught in the net then staff would attempt to catch the ray with a small net 

and release it.  

 

9. Reporting Procedures  

9.1 Reporting of wildlife interaction 
Reporting of wildlife interactions 
 

1. All wildlife interaction is reported by works crew (OPS.F-01 Net Removal and Net Cleaning 
Sheet) and feeders (OPS.F-02 Daily Feed Sheet) and then entered onto a database (ENV.D-03 
Net Maintenance and Wildlife Interaction Database). 
 

2. All wildlife mortalities reported to Aquaculture Manager and Department Primary Industries, 
Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) (also reported to Administration and entered into 
ENV.D-03 Net Maintenance and Wildlife Interaction Database). 

 
3. Any authorized destruction reported with photographic evidence of numbers, species and 

extenuating circumstances that led to destruction. 
 

4. Sharks in pens reported to Administration who will then add to the ENV.D-03 Net 
Maintenance and Wildlife Interaction Database. 

9.2 Accidental death of protected wildlife 
In the event that a seal, eagle or other protected animal becomes entrapped in farming equipment 

the company is obliged to advise the WMB, Parks and Wildlife Service (ENV-08 Environmental 

Emergency Contacts).  Officers of the Department then provide advice as to what procedures are to 

be followed and a written report is submitted. Deaths are also reported internally on the OPS.F-02 

Daily Feed or OPS.01 Net Removal and Net Cleaning Sheet which is then recorded on ENV.D-03 Net 

Maintenance and Wildlife Interaction Database. 
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9.3. Protocols for euthanasia 
A seal that attacks a person and/or demonstrates aggressive behaviour to staff may be a candidate 

for euthanasia. The decision to euthanise a seal is determined by DPIPWE Wildlife Management 

Branch (WMB) in consultation with the Secretary of DPIPWE (the Secretary) who will determine 

when a permit for the ‘Removal of a Seal by Humane Destruction’ is to be issued. Determining if a 

permit is required depends on the case built by Petuna which must describe the seals actions. 

 

10. Staff Training 
Staff must be professionally trained by the government to gain licences to use seal management 

deterrents. The regulations, deterrents and procedures for use are discussed in Appendix 1.  Petuna 

intend to train their staff to use deterrents and farm staff have been trained in rescuing and handling 

of birds. All staff have read this plan and understand their responsibilities with regard to this plan. 

10.1 Seal Deterrents (Minimal requirements to obtain) 

 

Seal Control units (crackers) 

 Individuals to have successfully completed seal control unit deterrent training 

delivered by a DPIPWE approved provider  

 Individuals granted an exemption to use seal control units by the Commissioner 

of Police under the POA (Police Offences Act 1995) 

 Individuals to supply a current Seal control unit permit issued by the Wildlife 

Management branch to Petuna management in Strahan (hard copy to be filed) 

Bean Bags 

 Individuals to have successfully completed beanbag deterrent training delivered 

by a DPIPWE approved provider 

 Individuals to have applied for a Firearms Licence and satisfied the general 

restrictions on granting a licence, including ‘fit and proper person’ test under the 

Firearms Act 1996 

 Individuals to successfully complete an approved firearms safety course to obtain 

a Category A, purpose 3 firearms licence 

 Trained  staff to supply Strahan management with a current Bean Bag permit 

issued by the Wildlife Management branch (hard copy to be filed) 

 

Scare Darts 
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 Individuals to have successfully completed scare dart deterrent training delivered 

by a DPIPWE approved provider 

 Individuals to have applied for a Firearms Licence and satisfied the general 

restrictions on granting a licence, including ‘fit and proper person’ test under the 

Firearms Act 1996 

 Individuals to successfully complete an approved firearms safety course to obtain 

a Category A, purpose 3 firearms licence 

 Each individual applicant is to obtain an exemption issued under the POA from 

the Commissioner of Police 

 Trained staff must supply Strahan management with a current scare dart permit 

issued by the Wildlife Management branch (hard copy to be filed) 

Trapping 

 Individuals to have successfully completed Seal Trapping training delivered by a 

DPIPWE approved provider 

 Individuals to supply Strahan management with a current Trapping permit issued 

by the Wildlife Management branch (hard copy to be filed). 

 

10.2 Trapped or Entangled Wildlife 
In accordance with the wildlife regulations any wildlife trapped or entangled in marine farming 

equipment must comply with the following guidelines; 

 If the entangled animal is alive, immediate attempts must be made to release the animal 

making safety of personnel a priority (SOP) 

 If attempts to release the entangled wildlife are unsuccessful then this must be reported to 

the manager within one hour 

 If the entangled wildlife is deceased then the carcass is to be recovered and held until 

direction is given by management.  

Nets containing fish must; 

 Be immediately returned to a state that prevents any wildlife entanglement when not in use 

for the purpose it was deployed after operations are completed; or, 

 Be removed from the water and correctly stored if the purpose it was deployed for will not 

be utilised within a one month period if unable to mitigate wildlife entanglement. 
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10.3 Secured Storage 

10.3.1 Firearms  

Petuna Aquaculture will take all reasonable steps to ensure that firearms are stored safely and 

storage complies with the Firearms Act 1996. To comply with this Act the firearms and ammunition 

must be stored as described under Schedule 4-Category A and B. 

Storage of Firearm requirements: 

a. constructed of hard wood or steel that is not easily penetrable; and 

b. if storage weighs less than 150 kilograms when empty, must be fixed to the frame of the 

floor or wall of the premises where the ammunition is kept and that the firearms storage is 

not easily removable 

c. When any firearm is stored in it, is locked with a lock made of sturdy construction. 

 

10.3.2 Ammunition (Bean bags and Scare darts) 

Ammunition including bean bags and scare darts must be stored in a lockable container kept 

separate from the receptacle containing the firearm. Scare darts are not a dangerous article if not 

filled with powder, once filled and armed with percussion cap they are deemed capable of injury and 

must not be transported in this form across public waterways. 

10.3.3 Seal Scare units (crackers) 

Seal Control Units (Crackers), are classified as an explosive under the Dangerous Goods Act 1998 and 

therefore all applicable Workplace Standards Tasmania requirements for their use and storage must 

be complied with. Storage of Crackers is restricted to marine farming operational bases designated 

by marine farming management and agreed upon by the Wildlife Management Branch Manager or 

delegate.  

Storage must not exceed 100kg in accordance with the Dangerous Substances Act 2005  

 A storage unit as described in the Firearms Act 1996-Schedule 4 (same specifications as outlined in 

Section 10.3.1) 

10.3.4 Restricted access requirements 

If the receptacle described above requires a key to access all persons with said key/s must ensure 

access is restricted when not in possession. Any security access passwords or combinations must 

only be distributed to relevant permit holders holding the minimum requirements as outlined in 

section 2 of this document.  
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10.4. Possession and use of firearms 

10.4.1 Possession of loaded firearms in a public place 

At no time does Petuna Aquaculture permit any licenced operators to be in possession of a loaded 

firearm in a vessel on a public waterway outside of the guidelines set out under the Firearms Act 

1996. The transit of firearms from the storage location of the firearm to the Petuna Aquaculture 

farming lease or farming operation must be done so in accordance with the Firearms Act 1996. 

10.4.2 Firearm Category required 

Category A firearms licence applies to: 

 Air rifle 

 Rim-fire rifle, other than self-loading 

 Shot gun. Other than pump action or self-loading; and 

 Shotgun and rim-fire rifle combinations 

With the ‘Purpose (3)’ of firearm use being relevant to primary production: 

 Be a person who is a primary producer or who is employed or engaged in the business of 

primary production 

 Produce evidence to the Commissioner's satisfaction that person intends to use the firearm 

solely in connection with – 

 suppression of vertebrate pest animals on the land; and 

 destruction of animals to avoid pain and suffering. 

10.5 Transport and distribution 
In accordance with the Dangerous Substance Act 2005 storage exceeding 100 kilograms must be 

reported to Workplace Standards Tasmania.  A person involved in the transport of dangerous goods 

who fails to ensure that the goods are transported in a safe manner is guilty of an offence. 

10.6. Devices (Minimum requirements to obtain) 
 
Seal Control units (crackers) 

 Individuals to have successfully completed seal control unit deterrent training delivered by a       
            DPIPWE approved provider  

 Individuals granted an exemption to use seal control units by the Commissioner of Police 
under the POA (Police Offences Act 1995)           

 Individuals to make application evidencing 2.1.1 and 2.1.2 under the Wildlife Regulations  
            supported by a nominated Petuna representative 

 Individuals to supply Petuna with evidence of a current Seal control unit permit issued by the  
            Wildlife Management branch 
 
Bean Bags         

 Individuals to have successfully completed beanbag deterrent training delivered by an       
             DPIPWE approved provider 
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 Individuals to have applied for a Firearms Licence and satisfied the general restrictions on 
             granting a licence, including ‘fit and proper person’ test under the Firearms Act 1996                                                     

 Individuals to successfully complete an approved firearms safety course to obtain a  
             Category A, purpose 3 firearms licence 

 Individuals to make application evidencing 2.2.1 and 2.2.3 under the Wildlife Regulations 
            supported by a nominated Petuna representative 

 Individuals to supply Petuna with evidence of a current Bean Bag permit issued by the 
Wildlife Management branch 

 
Scare Darts 

 Individuals to have successfully completed scare dart deterrent training delivered by a 
DPIPWE approved provider 

 Individuals to have applied for a Firearms Licence and satisfied the general restrictions on 
granting a licence, including ‘fit and proper person’ test under the Firearms Act 1996  

 Individuals to successfully complete an approved firearms safety course to obtain a Category 
A, purpose 3 firearms licence 

 Individuals to make application evidencing 2.3.1 and 2.3.3 under the Wildlife Regulations 
supported by a nominated Petuna representative 

 Each individual applicant is to obtain an exemption issued under the POA from the 
Commissioner of Police 

 Individuals to supply Petuna with evidence of a current scare dart permit issued by the  
Wildlife Management branch 

 
Trapping 

 Individuals to have successfully completed Seal Trapping training delivered by a DPIPWE 
approved provider 

 Individuals to make application evidencing 2.4.1 under the Wildlife Regulations supported  
by a nominated Petuna representative                        

 Individuals to supply Petuna with evidence of a current Trapping permit issued by the 
Wildlife Management Branch 

 

 

11. Staff Responsibilities 
 

Management Each manager is required to ensure that this plan is effectively 

implemented in their areas of control, and to support subordinates 

and hold them accountable for their specific responsibilities relating 

to safe effective wildlife management. Managers must ensure that 

employees are Inducted and trained to meet their requirements 

under the Wildlife Interaction Plan. 
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Works Crew Supervisors and 

Feed Team Leaders 

Each Works Crew Supervisor and Feed Team Leader is responsible, 

and will be held accountable, for taking all practical measures to 

ensure the Wildlife Interaction Plan and its requirements are 

adhered to in the area under their control  

Employees All employees are required to ensure that no action undertaken by 

them breaches the Wildlife Interaction Plan. Report all interactions 

with wildlife required within this plan. Report to management any 

issues relating to wildlife on marine sites and act in accordance with 

relevant DPIPWE permits 

Contractors and visitors All contractors engaged to perform work on Petuna sites are 

required, as part of their contract/visit, to comply with the wildlife 

management plan and adhere to all instruction from Petuna 

employees. Failure to comply or observe a direction will be 

considered a breach of the plan and sufficient grounds for 

termination of the working contract. 

 

12. Management of debris 
Marine debris has the potential to cause harm to marine creatures and birdlife.  There is a legal 

requirement to prevent rubbish from escaping from farm leases and entering the marine 

environment. Petuna undertakes regular clean-ups of foreshore areas adjacent to farm leases and its 

operational base (the ‘Adopt a Shoreline’ approach, Figure 2).  To mitigate further entry of rubbish 

into the marine environment Petuna has developed ENV-06 Marine Operations Waste Management 

Plan and all staff have been trained to implement this Plan. 
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Figure 2. Map showing the area of shoreline that Petuna (red line) is committed to keeping clear of 

marine debris. 
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Appendix 1 Government Seal Management Framework  
 

SEAL MANAGEMENT 

FRAMEWORK 2014 
 

 

 
FOR THE MITIGATION OF SEAL INTERACTIONS 

WITH AQUACULTURE STAFF AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 2014 
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Policy Context 

The marine farming of salmonoids (Atlantic salmon and ocean trout) commenced in Tasmania in the 

mid-1980s and has since expanded to be a major industry within the State.  In 2009-10, salmonoids 

had an estimated beach value of $300 million.  Production is forecast to continue to rise; in the 

medium term from 2012, the industry plans to increase production levels from 34 000 tonnes to 

48 000 tonnes. 

In Tasmania, Australian and New Zealand fur seals are known to have had negative interactions with 

aquaculture industry operations. These negative interactions are a risk to the health and safety 

marine farm workers.  The negative interactions of seals have also caused extensive losses or 

damage to fish stocks, and damage to infrastructure. 

Types of behaviours increasingly experienced at salmonid farms include: 

 seals boarding boats or farm superstructure in immediate proximity to farm workers; 

 seals entering stocked and unstocked pens (and requiring removal); 

 seals forcing holes in nets to access farmed stock; 

 seals behaving in a threatening manner towards divers in pens; 

 seals being trapped between, or being entangled in nets (and requiring removal); 

 seals grabbing fish through predator and internal nets. 

Australian and New Zealand fur seals are scheduled as Specially Protected Wildlife under the Wildlife 

(General) Regulations 2010, and as such are afforded statutory protection.  The New Zealand fur seal 

is also listed as ‘rare’ under the Tasmanian Threatened Species Protection Act 1995. The Department 

of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (the Department) has the responsibility of 

administering both pieces of legislation.  The Australian fur seal is the most frequent visitor to 

Tasmanian marine farming operations, while New Zealand fur seals are also encountered. 

The Australian fur seal occurs along the coast of New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria and South 

Australia.  It is the most common seal in Tasmanian waters and breeds on islands in Bass Strait 

between October and January.  It also hauls-out at various locations around the Tasmanian 

coastline, especially outside the breeding season when many seals disperse from the breeding 

colonies.  This period, especially in winter, is when seal interactions with marine farms usually peak. 

Because seals only come ashore to rest and breed, it is impossible to know exactly how many there 

are.  Based on counts at selected breeding colonies each year, it is estimated there are about 

5000 pups born in Tasmanian waters each year.  This constitutes approximately twenty percent of 

the estimated total annual pup production for the species.  The total Australian fur seal population is 

considered to have doubled in the last two to three decades to about 100 000. 

The total population estimate of New Zealand fur seals in Tasmania is unknown because animals 

migrate from breeding colonies in other states and potentially from New Zealand, but estimates of 

individual seals range between 1000 and 2000 individuals.  New Zealand fur seals breed in small 

numbers in Tasmanian waters with approximately 300 pups born each year around the state.  
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The Department has consulted with sections of the marine farming industry and other interest 

groups, and developed a management framework to manage the risks posed to both human and 

wildlife interests.  The management framework outlined in this document describes the mechanisms 

and procedures available to marine farmers to manage seal interactions so as to minimise risk of 

death or injury to farm workers.  

From Protocols to Framework 

As the marine farming industry in Tasmania has evolved, the Department has assisted industry in 

developing and implementing responses to persistent seals. These responses are described in the 

document “Combined Protocols for the Mitigation of Seal Interactions with Aquaculture staff and 

Infrastructure”.  As the understanding of appropriate techniques for excluding seals and managing 

seal interactions has evolved, the need for the Department to maintain a significant role in managing 

seal interactions has diminished.  As a consequence, the framework described in this document 

proposes a management structure reflective of the increased knowledge and skill level of the 

Department as resource manager, and farmers in relation to seal management.  

The draft framework recognises the marine farming industry’s need for certainty and timeliness 

when managing seal interactions, particularly when responding to seals that represent an 

Occupational Health & Safety (OH&S) risk to staff, or that may be causing damage to infrastructure 

and stock. The framework also recognises that farm workers are best placed to provide rapid and 

effective responses to manage negative seal interactions on marine farms. 

Seal Management Framework 2014 

The Seal Management Framework 2014 (the Framework) provides a management structure based 

on the requirement that marine farm operators move to implement the standards set out as 

Minimum Requirements for Predator Exclusion 2014.1 (MPE2014.1) to be eligible to operate under 

the Framework.  The requirements set out in MPE2014.1 will come into effect on 1 January 2015.  

Until that time, farmers will be required to operate according to the Minimum Predator Exclusion 

Measures 2013 (MPE2013.1). The requirements defined in MPE2013 are set at a standard approved 

by the Minister in August 2012. 

The Framework provides for the overall management system of seal interactions with marine farms 

to be defined and authorised by the Minister.  With the Framework approved by the Minister, the 

minimum requirements for each management action, plus predator exclusion, are then able to be 

modified, added or removed, from time to time, by the Secretary in consultation with the industry. 

Management actions and procedures implemented by industry must meet, and where possible, 

exceed the minimum requirements identified for each management option and described in 

Standard Operating Procedures prepared by individual marine farm operators and approved by the 

Department.   
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Under the Framework, marine farms that demonstrate approved exclusion methodology, 

technology, and equipment standards and have agreed to implement policies and procedures in 

accordance with the minimum requirements for a particular management option, are permitted to 

undertake appropriate seal management actions.  The Department provides an oversight and audit 

role. This will facilitate more effective and timely management of seal interaction issues by marine 

farm staff, while ensuring that management actions are undertaken in an agreed, appropriate and 

transparent manner.   

The Framework is primarily based on protocols and procedures initially approved by the Minister in 

2010, but with modifications through discussion between the marine farming industry and the 

Department. For the purposes of the Framework, protocols will be modified and known as 

‘Minimum Requirements’ supporting the Framework. The Framework recognises that management 

approaches, technology and available materials will change with time, as will appropriate up-to-date 

techniques. These changes will not impact on the overall purpose and outcomes of the Framework 

(effective and humane seal management).  Consequently these changes do not need to be evident in 

the Framework and changes to the minimum requirements, including the addition of new ones, will 

not require Ministerial approval; rather approval will be determined by the Secretary. 

Proposed Management Options within Seal Management Framework 2014 

Minimum Requirements and Standard Operating Procedures can be developed and added to this 

Framework from time to time, without approval of the Minister.  

There are two broad categories of seal management options, (i) negative conditioning using non-

lethal seal control devices (including relocation), and (ii) lethal control. The following provides a brief 

summary of the management options that will operate or be considered under the Framework.  The 

requirements for each option are defined in the document Minimum Requirements 2014 a. 

Non-lethal Control 

Non-lethal control devices available to marine farmers include the following options (note: only a 

brief description of each option is provided here, full details of the methods, how they should be 

applied and how they comply with the Minimum Requirements, are provided in the relevant 

Standard Operating Procedures prepared by individual salmonoid operations). 

Predator exclusion 

Fish pen design features intended to exclude predators (predominantly seals) from fish contained in 

the pens continue to evolve as seals, in particular, learn to locate and create weaknesses in the 

defences of fish pens. The Department has prepared the Minimum Requirements for Predator 

Exclusion and the industry has agreed to transition to MPE2014 a by 1 January 2015.  Meeting the 

minimum requirements (MPE2013 until 1 January 2015) is an essential pre-requisite for any marine 

farm operator who wishes to operate under the Framework and access the management options 

provided.  
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Seal Control Units (Crackers) 

Seal Control Units, or crackers, are small explosive charges that are thrown into the water to 

explode under the surface. Crackers are used to deter seals from persisting around marine farm 

infrastructure. Crackers are also used to encourage seals to exit cages. 

Bean bags 

Bean bags are similar in principle to rubber bullets; they are fired from a 12-gauge shot gun with the 

aim of providing a sufficient non-lethal and non-injuring shock to a seal to encourage it to vacate a 

cage or other marine farm infrastructure. 

Power heads 

Power heads are designed for the underwater deployment of bean bags. The power head is fitted to 

the shaft of a spear or spear gun and is fired when it impacts the seal without causing permanent 

harm. 

Scare caps 

Seal scare caps are darts fired from a tranquilizer gun, which explode on impact with the target. 

These darts are designed to split apart when detonated without causing permanent harm to the seal. 

Trapping 

Trapping is undertaken to remove seals from within marine farm infrastructure, either when 

identified seals are ‘repeat offenders’ in entering cages, or if a seal enters a cage and cannot or will 

not exit. A trapped seal can either be released in the vicinity of the marine farm where it was caught, 

or if the individual is a repeat offender it may be relocated. 

Sedation and Removal 

Sedation and removal of seals from fish cages can occur when individual seals enter, but will not exit 

the cage. Sedation is achieved via the use of a tranquiliser gun and sedative. 

Relocation 

Once trapped or sedated, seals that meet the criteria for relocation may be transported to specified 

locations a substantial distance from the marine farm where the seal was trapped, and then released.  

Lethal Control 

Lethal control of seals may occur only under specific circumstances which relate to identified seals 

providing a significant OH&S risk to farm workers. 
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ANNEXE A - CONTACTS 

DPIPWE CONTACT OFFICERS 

NAME       CONTACT MOBILE 

MIKE GREENWOOD    0418 123 772 

JODY SARGISON    0418 539 171 

JUSTIN FEBEY     0407 567 901 

MATT JONES     0407 807 330 

GLENN ATKINSON    0418 127 187 

COLIN SPRY     0418 138 271 

 

ACCREDITED SEAL RELOCATION SERVICE PROVIDER 

NAME       CONTACT MOBILE 

WILDLIFE RELOCATIONS    

JASON ROFF     0488 112 899 

  

DPIPWE VETERINARIANS 

NAME       CONTACT MOBILE 

ANNIE PHILLIPS    0400 954 295 

KEVIN ELLARD     0418 131 212 

 

 

AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY VETERINARIANS 

NAME       CONTACT MOBILE 

STEVE PERCIVAL    0429 146 048 

PHILLIPA SIMS     0409 959 240 

MATTHEW LANDOS     0437 492 863 
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ANNEX B  BEANBAG, CRACKER & DART DETERRENT USAGE LOG 

Name of Aquaculture Company: _____________________________________ 

Date  Time  Lease Deploying Officer Work performed 
(i.e. swim through) 

Individual seal 

recognition  

Level of 

interaction  
1-5 

Deterrent 

Used 
BB /CR /Dart 

Distance 

from seal 

Deployment 

effect 
1-6 

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          

          
 

 

 

 

Level of interaction 1 - 5 

1. Seal present no interaction 
2. Less than 2m away no interaction 
3. Bitting pulling on nets 

4. Eating or damaging fish 
5. Threatening behaviour towards staff 

Deployment effect 1 – 6 

1. No effect 
2. Seal became flighty but did not move away 
3. Seal moved 5-10 m away 

4. Seal moved over 10m away 
5. Seal left area and not sighted again 
6. Seal presented threatening behaviour to staff 
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ANNEX C Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray Seal Deterrent Usage Log 

Name of Aquaculture Company: _____________________________________ 

Date: Time: Employee name: Lease Seal Location  
Eg. in pen 

Distance 

Sprayed  
1-4m 

Effect 
1 - 6 

Reaction 
1 - 6 

Identifying Marks on 

Seal 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

       

  

Deployment effect on seal 1 – 10 

1. No effect 
2. Shaking head 

3. Wiping eyes with flippers 
4. Excessive eye blinking  
5. Both eyes closed 

6. Vomiting 

 

Seal reaction 1-5 

1. No effect 
2. Seal became flighty but did not move away 

3. Seal moved 5-10 m away 
4. Seal moved over 10m away 
5. Seal left area and not sighted again 

6. Seal presented threatening behaviour to staff 
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ANNEX D   SEAL TRAPPING LOG 

 
Marine Farm staff contact:   Marine Farm staff contact: 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

 

Date:   Date:  

Holding pen no:   Holding pen no:  

Time trap set:   Time trap set:  

Time trapped:   Time trapped:  

Time landed:   Time landed:  

 

Marine Farm staff contact:   Marine Farm staff contact: 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

   

Date:   Date:  

Holding pen no:   Holding pen no:  

Time trap set:   Time trap set:  

Time trapped:   Time trapped:  

Time landed:   Time landed:  

 

Marine Farm staff contact:   Marine Farm staff contact: 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

 

Date:   Date:  

Holding pen no:   Holding pen no:  

Time trap set:   Time trap set:  

Time trapped:   Time trapped:  

Time landed:   Time landed:  

 

Marine Farm staff contact:   Marine Farm staff contact: 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

 

Date:   Date:  

Holding pen no:   Holding pen no:  

Time trap set:   Time trap set:  

Time trapped:   Time trapped:  

Time landed:   Time landed:  

 

Marine Farm staff contact:   Marine Farm staff contact: 

______________________________________  ______________________________________ 

 

Date:   Date:  

Holding pen no:   Holding pen no:  

Time trap set:   Time trap set:  

Time trapped:   Time trapped:  

Time landed:   Time landed:  

  



 

Plan Name  WILDLIFE INTERACTION PLAN 

Plan Number  ENV - 09 

Covers Marine Operations Staff 

Version 1  29 September 2017 

 

 

Version: DRAFT Page 27 of 37 Effective Date: 13 June 2013 
This document was current at date of printing Printed on Thursday, 13 June 2013 

Once printed this document is considered as an “Uncontrolled Copy”. 
 

 

ANNEX E   SEAL TRAPPING MONITORING LOG 

If seal was not landed in 6 hours you must complete the following - Monitoring Table 

Date:   

Time Trapped:   

  Condition & Behaviour of Seal (calm, resting, thrashing about 

etc) 

Time checked(1)   

Time checked(2)   

Time checked(3)   

Time checked(4)   

Time checked(5)   

Time checked(6)   

Time landed:   

 

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Farm staff name _______________________________ signed: ________________________________ 

Reason (circle):  A B C D   

 

 

 

Date:   

Time Trapped:   

  Condition & Behaviour of Seal (calm, resting, thrashing about 

etc) 

Time checked(1)   

Time checked(2)   

Time checked(3)   

Time checked(4)   

Time checked(5)   

Time checked(6)   

Time landed:   

 

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Farm staff name _______________________________ signed: ________________________________ 

Reason (circle): A B C D   

 

 Please circle reason A, B, C, or D for each instance using the following as a guideline: 

 A = No permitted staff available   B = Extreme weather conditions 

 C = Equipment breakdown   D = Other OH&S issue 
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ANNEX F 
 

WEIGHTBRIDGE SITES 

 

K&D MITRE 10 – KINGSTON  

HARMONY GARDEN CENTRE – LAUDERDALE  

MARINE BOARD WEIGHBRIDGE – HUNTER STREET HOBART  

 

RELOCATION SITES 

 
NEW ZEALAND FUR SEALS    AUSTRALIAN FUR SEALS 
REBHAN BEACH      PARDOE POINT- DEVONPORT 

COCKLE CREEK     PARDOE BEACH- DEVONPORT 

       ROCKY CAPE 

       PEGGS BEACH 

 

ALTERNATIVE RELOCATION SITES 

 

NEW ZEALAND FUR SEALS   AUSTRALIAN FUR SEALS 
STRAHAN      ROBBINS LANDING 

       MARRAWAH 

       TRIAL HARBOUR 
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ANNEX G Seal Relocation Form 
 

Fish Farm: 

 

Weather Temperature: Number of seals 

trapped in total: 

 

Number of seals 

picked up: 

 

 

THE SEAL 

Australian Fur Seal  New Zealand Fur Seal Other..............................  Recapture New Capture 

      

Male Female Testes Visible   Yes  /  No General Comments re: condition of seal: 

ID Number: 

 

Calm 

 

Stressed 

 

Quiet (Flattened out) 

Date trapped: 

Date/farm last trapped: 

  

Number of previous captures: 

Hearing – please check that seal is not deaf by moving away from line of sight, make a noise and note seals reaction. 

Response:  Yes / No (delete one) If there is no response contact Mike Greenwood as we shall require further assessments. 

THE FARM 

Time seal known to be trapped: 

 

General comments about condition of trapping protocol/procedures/advice from 

farm: 

Time seal transferred to holding cage: 

 

Time seal collected by Service Provider: 

 

Date and time trap set: 
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THE VET 

Weight 1: Weight 2: Which scales Which trailer: 

How many other seals in trailer: 

Weight seal and trailer: 

 

Trailer only: Any visible marks or scars – check all over seal including, mouth/teeth/gums and 

note condition  

Straight length (cm) 

Accuracy A/B/C 

Blood collected: 

Anaesthetic drug type: 

   

Dose: 

 

Tag or brand present – describe position on body, shape, colour and provide 

sketch 

Time of administration of drug: 

 

Time of blood 

collection: 

 

Samples collected – please list details of samples collected; type of sample, delivered by whom, time of delivery etc. 

 

 

RECOVERY AND RELEASE 

Recovery from anaesthesia 

(Time of check and condition of seal) 

General comments of release/condition of seal: 

Location of release: 

 

Date of release: Time of release: 

SIGN OFF 

Pick-up 

Name of driver:                      Sign: 

                                               Time: 

Drop-off 

Name of driver:                        Sign: 

                                                 Time: 

Species verification? 

By who? 

Marine section contact:            Date: 
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ANNEX HD1 
 

 
XX/ XX/ XXXX (date) 

 

The Secretary  

Department of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and Environment 

Marine Board Building 

1 Franklin Wharf 

Hobart TAS 7000 

 

NOTIFICATION: for the process for the humane destruction of 

seal(s) 

 
Introduction: 

 

Xxxx  is currently experiencing circumstances at a xxxx Marine farming operation with seal 

interaction where xxxx deems it necessary to notify the Secretary (or delegates) of the Department 

of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) for implementation process for the 

removal of xxxx seals by method of humane destruction. 

 

The seal(s) for which this notification is being made have been positively identified as intruding a 

correctly secured pen on 3 separate occasions within a six month period (see attached capture 

record) and hindering employees from safely entering or working that secured fish pen. 

 

Notification: 

 

Request by xxxx for the Secretary, DPIPWE to instigate the process for the “Removal  

by Humane Destruction” of the identified seal(s) as per the “Protocol for the Humane Destruction 

of Seals”.  

 

Location: 

 

The seal(s) for which this notification is being made have been trapped and relocated, in accordance 

with applicable protocols, awaiting further advice on the results of this notification. 

 

  

 

Contact:                  xxxx 

(Regional Manager)           

                                  

(Seal Manager)    xxxx 

                                  

 

Date and Time of Application:       
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Considerations:        

 

The seal(s) for which this notification is being made have been positively identified as intruding a 

correctly secured pen on 3 separate occasions within a six month period ( see attached capture 

record) and the required supporting documentation  XXXX( summary of interaction/s leading to 

application) and hindered employees from safely entering or working that secured fish pen. 

 

 

 

Other considerations:  

 

Add extenuating circumstances here such as exclusion measures, deterrents used and capture 

history 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 
Xxxx(company representative) 



 

Plan Name  WILDLIFE INTERACTION PLAN 

Plan Number  ENV - 09 

Covers Marine Operations Staff 

Version 1  29 September 2017 

 

 

Version: DRAFT Page 33 of 37 Effective Date: 13 June 2013 
This document was current at date of printing Printed on Thursday, 13 June 2013 

Once printed this document is considered as an “Uncontrolled Copy”. 
 

 

ANNEX HD2 
 

 
XX/ XX/ XXXX (date) 

 

The Secretary  

Department of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and Environment 

Marine Board Building 

1 Franklin Wharf 

Hobart TAS 7000 

 

Application for the humane destruction of seal(s) 

 
Introduction: 

 

Xxxx  is currently experiencing circumstances at a xxxx Marine farming operation with seal 

interaction where xxxx deems it necessary to apply to the Secretary (or delegates) of the 

Department of Primary Industry, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) for removal of xxxx 

seals by humane destruction. 

 

The seal(s) for which this application is being made have been identified as representing  

a threat of injury to persons operating at their usual and established place of work via repeated 

aggressive behaviour  OR known to have made an attack causing injury to staff 

OR 

The seal(s) for which this application is being made have been positively identified as intruding a 

correctly secured stocked fish pen on 3 separate occasions within a six month period (see attached 

capture record, supporting documentation) and hindered employees from safely entering or working 

that secured fish pen. 

 

 

Application: 

 

Request by xxxx for the Secretary, DPIPWE to issue a permit for the “Removal by Human 

Destruction” of the identified seal(s) as per the “Protocol for the Humane Destruction of Seals”.  

 

Location: 

 

The seal(s) for which this application is being made have been trapped and held, in accordance with 

DPIPWE contact officer and applicable protocols, awaiting further advice on the results of this 

application. 

 

 The seal is being held at xxxx  

 

Contact:                  xxxx 

(Aquaculture Manager)           

                                  

                                  

 

Date and Time of Application:       
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Considerations:        

 

The seal(s) for which this application is being made have been identified as representing  a threat of 

injury or injured  persons operating at their usual and established place of work. XXXX( summary of 

interaction/s leading to application) 

 

Or 

The seal(s) for which this application is being made have been positively identified as intruding a 

correctly secured stocked fish pen on 3 separate occasions within a six month period (see attached 

capture record ,supporting documentation ) and hindered employees from safely entering or 

working that secured fish pen. 

 

 

Other considerations:  

 

Add extenuating circumstances here such as exclusion measures, deterrents used and capture 

history 

 

Permit: 

 

On the basis of the information provided, xxxx request that the application for the “Removal by 

Humane Destruction” for the seals noted in the application be provided and the permit be issued to 

xxxx. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 
Xxxx(company representative) 
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ANNEX HD3 

 
PROTOCOL FOR THE HUMANE DESTRUCTION OF SEALS 

 
DOCUMENT CHECK LIST 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. Formal application (see template) forwarded to secretary DPIPWE within 

eighteen (18) hours of incident. 

2. Incident report (made immediately after the incident) identifying: 

 Date of incident   

 Time of incident   

 Location of incident  

 Name of person/s involved in the incident  

 Nature of incident  

 Injury report  

 Medical report  

 Photographic evidence  

 Identity of seal   

 In pen capture history of seal  

 Other witnesses to incident 

 Statutory Declarations  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 3. Location of identified seal 

 Free swimming and clearly identified   

 Secure within fish pen   

 Trapped and secured in DPIPWE approved holding cage  
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